CAMPAIGNERS The h|51::|rlc Lal!h:un Basin which campaigners hope 10 save and, insel, how it !-:-ﬂks loday. Below, members of the Wilts, Berks and
Cotswolds Canal trusts launch their preservation campaign to save the basin near Cricklade

Three generations hope to preserve Latton Basin

A DRIVE TO SAVE LINK

WITH CANAL HISTORY

by Matt Jackson

mjacksonEnewswills. co.uk

THERE was a furious programme
of work going on near Swindon
two centuries ago, as canal
builders rushed to link the town
with the national netwaork

The North Wilts Canal was buil
in the early 18005 to provide a link
bhetween the Thames & Severn
Canal and Swindon on the Wilts &
Herks Canal

The work was needed because it
was practically impossible to navi-
gate the Upper Thames [from
Swindon

0 8 shipment bazin was buoilt at
Lation, near Cricklade, at the junc
tion of the North Wilts and Thames
and Severn canals

It allowed cargoes to be moved
betwesn boats of differing sizes

The link from Swindon to the
Thames and Severn Canal was
completed in 1819

A ll.:l|]|-it'|"|.1l'l".~i cottare and lock

were built at Latton, as well as two
aquaducts

One carried the canal over the
River Churmn and the other allowed
Moodwater to ran off the land undor
the canal

Unfortunately, with the coming
of the railways in the early 20th
Century, the canals fell Into dis-
Lise

The last lockkeeper at Latton
Basin bought the cottage, and he

and his descendants lived there for
MAany Vears

Alfred and Anne Howse had
eight daughters and three sons.

Mow, though, plans are afoot to
bring life back to Latton Basin

Over the weekend three genera-
tions of the Howse family kick-
started a canal preservation
campaign. They met with mem-
bers of two canal trusts to high-
light the need to safepuard the

historic site

Representatives from the Wilis
& Berks and Cotswold Canal trusts
launched the initiative to restore
parts of Latton Basin

This time Latton Basin is un
likely to see any passing boat traf-
fic, because a new route around
Cricklade is planned for the Wilts
& Berks Canal

Hut both canal trusts are Keen {o
see some work on the site to pre
serve an important part of the
area’s history,

khen Oliver, chief executive of
the Wilts and Berks Canal Trusi
said: “It was an excellent meeting
We had between 50 and 60 people
here. Everyone agrees that we
should try to make the preserva
tion work a reality.”

Trust archivist Doug Small said
"The current condition of the basin
and its surroundings are good

“But urgent attention must now
b given 1o nol only preserve, but
also 1o pestore, somme af the l,|]';;|15t.
original structures on the canal ™

I you have any memaones that you would like to share or anything you would like us to feature, ring Newsdesk on 01793 501802 or email
newsdesk @ newswilts.co.uk . You can also write to Remember When, Swindon Advertiser, 100 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3BE



