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THE mother of nll water foatures
has taken a siep forward with the
counchl agreeing to investigate
putting o canal through the centre
of Swindon

The council last night agreed 1o
undertnke a feasibility study to
hook in to dlgging up the old canal
routeé through Swindon and
connfeting it to surrounding
Willerways

Farly indications are the project
coutld cost betwern E30m and £70m.

Council leader Roderick Bluh
sild the decision to lnunch the
study did not commit the council
T reopening the waterway but he
hoped b would show doing so was
value for mony.

He zaid the Kennet canal had
attracted visitors to the area and
injectod millions in to that
economy and the rewards for
Swindon could be even more

The canal report s due back to
the councll in February noxt yoar

Coun Bluh (Con, Dorean) &aid
earlier reports had examined

RESTORED CANAL COULD
PROVIDE MAJOR BOOST

Council agrees to look |

into project’s feasibility

recpening canals around Swindon
but bypassing the town Jiself. &t
an eéstimated price tag of £70m

He xaid it was cheaper 1o reopen
the cannl through the centre of
the town, where il was Nat and
cxtdd attract more visitors

He said it was the muney, not
engineering difculties that would
be the only hurdle to putiing the
cianal through the town

“They are still there, fust 0lled
in,” Coun Bluh said of the canal
roltes.

"There ks no doubt In my mind
thit restaration of o ennal throush
Swindon conld be n major boost

“1t adds much needed water to
(e town centre

“It would act as n catalyst for
regeneration along the routs

“It would go n very long way to
reversing the negative views of
Swindopn held by many, We are
committing to a serious look ata

canal This 1= the last oppurtunity

“1 believe it i= possible byt we
d0 need to undersiand the costs
and implicationsof thix sort of
project. | believe there is huge
suppont out thoere for "

Coun Bluah did pot tell the |

couneil mesting how much the
Feasyhility stody would cost, but
sabd the money would be found In
the council’s existing budget

Labour group leader Kevin
Small sald the council was right
to investignte the canal but
doubted it would stack up,

“1think It will be a challenge
too far,” Coun Small (Lab.
Western) sald. "I hope I'm wrong
Al the moment Idon't think it's
achlevable hut we cannol make
that judgement antil we've this
informution.”

The council vote wius carrisd
Coun Dwen Lister was the sole
VOl mgininsd
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