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NEED HELPERS

RE: [ME Bannbsder s Cannl yerses
raklway letter, A Auguesa 1]

L™ it Dhimgs Ay P s paec g
Fhe Wilts and Berks Canal rai
from Semington on the Kennet anid
%wnd) Capal to the Thaenes ol
Abhkmpdon

Norih 'Wilis Canal ran from
a kil ks nonk [ oormeer of
Deelembame b Lation basin on the
Thamses and Severn Camal, {The
TES and the Stroadwater Canal
v come uster the anner of the
Cotswidld Canals)

Laoscally, the Cricklsds Country
Way project was maobed in Ehee
emrly 190505, It has yol looome lo
fruktion, bui is backed by many
pariners

A suceessful ouleome depends
on Ehe resslts of & fanding
npplication, Do outoome of which
ahvu b b ke laber this year,

M Bannister implies that
becanse canals were filled in, they
are harder b pesdore=, 1his
arpument hodds po water with me

Railway lines have been taken
up and track ballast has been
removiid. Both forms of transport
sufTer Trosm direvelopmeiils,
hoarsirn. indEsi il aod roseds,
hlocking the ariginal line

Rallwny restoration relbes
almost 1otally on valunieers wil h
little bl from the rall indusiry,
b= i Eradn operalors or
inlrstructure providers and there
appears o be little opportunity for
restared s 1o join o the
vl femal ral] metwork dise 10 both
aperntion and health and safety
ik lcerral ns

Canal restoratbon B diberent
Aabmbiieslly, most ca nal restoration
prrojects rely on volanbeers o gol
e off the groursd in the first
place bul depending on progress,
funding amd 1iming. canal
resboral bon has far more bae i g
T ham rabl restoraton

EVERTBO0Y LOVES A CANAL Rolaxng on the Wilts and Barks Canal o
Sadndon

This is due (o the aperational
ennal network in this country
comming larpely under the arm of
Reritish Waterwiys

Canals when restored become
part &f the pathonal eanal petwork
and anybody can cruise them, with
the approgiriate licenoe Ticenoes

Thirty canal restorathon
wojet s around the couniry have
never been busier. Add to ihis the
nal bofal pesbornd jon organkextbon,
wre (4c) Waterways Eestoratbon
Group and ofher walerways
groaips that back canal restoration,
and canal resforalict s ina
healthy sEafe

Canals provide st ki Tor
everybody. Boxlers - narmowiboals
iyl Birnadbeam boats, down b
carioes, e corscls - walkers
cyclists, lorse riders, bird
walchers and nafure lovers, nol
ot i Tourisis

A eanal through Swindon, linked
to the national network wauld
attract many more lourisis

The feasibility marvey for the
restoration of the Wilts and Berks

Ploture: GARY MASON

Canal peporting kn 1997 said so and
surveys carriod ouwl by British
WAlerways sy SO

1 am nat knocking railways, |
wooki 3 1l o see The whode: of W hat
wis [he Midland and South
Western Junctbon Rallway (now
truncaied to Swindon and
Cricklade Railway ) restorod, ather
rail restoraijons extendsd and
dismantled rallways restaned

Finally, it 15 nod an eitheror
s1fiatlon. both canal and rmil
restoral jons will continue with
fervour by thelr supporters

Thie et audvice | can offer o Mr
Rarinbeter is 1o jein the Swindon
andl Cricklade Kallway Sockedy and
help make i happen

Find out more al
wyrw. Wit org uk;
waw cotswoldcanalscom and
woaw aw [ nidon cricklmde
railway oo
HEMRY SMITH
Pasi chalrman Swindon branch



