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URGENT  URGENT 

 
 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST        
CONFERENCE  

Saturday 23rd April 2005 (9.30 –3.30) 

 

Simply .. BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW 

(Booking essential in order to manage numbers) 

 

Ellendune Community Centre 

Wroughton, Nr Swindon 

 

Topics include Fundraising,Wildlife,Engineering 
Biodiversity, and the Trusts new 10 year plan ! 

 

Book with Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd 
Swindon (01793 523048) 

  

THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF THE 

WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST 

NO. 96 SPRING 2005 
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WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST     
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WESSEX WATERWAYS THROUGH WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, Berks RG14 1HR 

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable water-
way linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames & 
Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landownders, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2004 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 

The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbold 

Vice Presidents   Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper 

 

Information Line   TEL: 01628 544666 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: [Dragonfly inset:] Henry de Salis’ steam inspection launch “Dragon Fly III” at                  
             Ardington Top Lock in 1893 
PHOTOGRAPH:  Chaddington Lock (from bridge side), Wootton Bassett March 2005  
                        (Peter Smith) 
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CHAIRMAN: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, SWINDON SN1 3HW                                                   * Tel : 01793 480312 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8JL   * Tel : 01793 783024 
SECRETARY: Graham Smith, The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, RG14 1HR            * Tel :01635 580356 
TREASURER: Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, SWINDON, SN5 4JG                        * Tel : 01793 771548 
IWA REPRESENTATIVE: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, WEYBRIDGE, KT13 8DH                     * Tel : 01932 855899 
DRAGONFLY  EDITOR: Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, SWINDON SN4 0DB       * Tel: 07973 172202 

ADMINISTRATOR: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7AU * Tel:0845 226 8567 
 

RESTORATION & ENGINEERING 
RESTORATION: Peter Smith, 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7EL        * Tel :01793 636597 
ENGINEERING: Richard Hignett, 7 Victory Row, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7BE   * Tel: 01793 855631 
ENGINEERING: Alastair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell Street, CIRENCESTER, GL7 2BQ                   * Tel : 01285 652006 
PLANT OFFICER and WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP REPRESENTATIVE:  

George Eycott, 36 Grange Court, Boundary Road, NEWBURY, RG14 7PH                       * Tel :01635 569449 
HEALTH & SAFETY ADVISER: Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, SWINDON, SN1 2PN                    Tel :01793 336195 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGIST: Debra Edmonds, 16 Keycroft Copse, SWINDON, SN5 5AE        * Tel :01793 335452 
BRICKWORK ADVISER: Ron Robertson, 43 Moredon Park, Moredon, SWINDON, SN2 2LX           Tel :07712 723590 
 

LANDOWNER & LOCAL AUTHORITY LIAISON 
LEADER: Vic Miller, 21 Honeyhill, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7DX                                * Tel :01793 853655 
WILTS CC and N WILTS DC:  

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 8JJ                          * Tel :01793 850310 
WEST WILTS DC and KENNET DC:  

Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, DEVIZES, SN10 1SS                              * Tel :01380 828254 
SWINDON BC: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, SWINDON SN1 3HW                                                 * Tel :01793 480312 
OXFORDSHIRE CC and VALE OF WHITE HORSE DC:  

Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, WANTAGE, OX12 7DN                                                  * Tel :01235 762555 
LANDOWNER DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR:  

Richard Breese, 2 Church Close, Lambourn, HUNGERFORD, RG17 8PU                          * Tel :01488 73149 
 

MEMBERSHIP & PUBLICITY 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  

Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Avenue, Harold Wood, ROMFORD, RM3 0SJ                       * Tel :01708 342036 
CHAIRMAN, PUBLICITY: Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, WARWICK, CV34 6NE                             * Tel :01926 311295 
EVENTS COORDINATOR: Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Road, SWINDON, SN3 1NN                * Tel :01793 523048 
SALES ADMINISTRATOR: Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road Wootton Bassett SN4 7EL              Tel :01793 636596 
PRESS OFFICER: Justin Guy, 24 Tower Road, MELKSHAM, SN12 7JG                                        * Tel :01225 709840 
TRIP BOAT COORDINATOR: Vacant 
ARCHIVIST: Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, MAIDENHEAD, SL6 6DF                                        * Tel :01628 544666 
WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR: Dave Chivers,2 Bankwaters Road, Rudloe, CORSHAM, SN13 0LY * Tel:01225 810545 
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
SECRETARY, TREASURER and ADMINISTRATOR: See under ‘Trust Officials’ above 
INSURANCE ADMINISTRATOR: Vacant – contact Trust Administrator 
FUNDRAISING ADVISOR: Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, ABINGDON, OX14 1QP                     * Tel: 01235 204115 
GIFT AID OFFICER: David Chalmers, 40 Greenleaze, Knowle Park, BRISTOL, BS4 2TL                 * Tel: 0117 972 0423 
ENTRUST LIAISON OFFICER: Ian Skerry, 16 Chapel Hill, Watchfield, SWINDON, SN6 8TA * Tel :01793 784197 
SECRETARY (E-SYSTEMS): George Eycott (address under ‘Restoration’ above)                       * Tel:01635 569449 
 

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT: The names of members of the Council of Management (CoM) are underlined 
 above.  Ray Aldridge and * Rachael Banyard are also members. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES: Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail  
 address of the form firstname.lastname@wbct.org.ukfirstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (‘firstname’ and ‘lastname’ are as printed in the listing). 
 

Wilts & Berks CANAL PARTNERSHIP 
Project Officer: Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, CHIPPENHAM, SN15 1ER * Tel: 01249 706494  

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint IV now.



42 

Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List 
 
Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? ‘Training is 
given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? There is plenty to 
do and you will be joining a great team! 

Job Area Job Descrip-
tion/ Expertise/ 
Input Needed 

Time Needed 
per week/ 

month or Year 

Contact 

1 Wootton Bassett 
Grass Cutting / 
Maintenance 

6 hours per 
month in Spring 
and Summer 

John Bower 

01793 636297 

2 
Saul Canal   
Festival 

Personnel to 
staff Trust stand 

1st—3rd July 
Luke Walker 

07979 862195 

3 
W.Wilts Festival 
Trowbridge 

Personnel to 
staff Trust stand 

28-30th July 
Jan Fanagan 

01793 523048 

4 
Nat. Waterway 
Festival,    
Cheshire 

Personnel to 
staff Trust stand 

27-29th July 
Jan Fanagan 

01793 523048 

5 Wootton Bassett 
Dragonfly pack 
and post team 

Approx 1/2 day, 
4 times a year 

Administrator 

 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 

WILTS & BERKS CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 2005. SEE BACK COVER FOR DETAILS 
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[Dragonfly inset:] Henry de Salis’ steam inspection launch “Dragon Fly III” at                   

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

I couldn’t start my first Dragonfly editorial 
without acknowledging a debt of thanks to 
the previous editors, particularly Tim 
Preece. His advice and guidance has been a 
great help and I’m sure he will   continue to 
be a contributor to the  magazine over  
coming editions. 

I would also like to thank members from 
across the branches for their good wishes. I 
have been particularly encouraged by the 
warm  welcome from all quarters of the 
organisation. If I can contribute as much as 
previous editors, I will be very happy. 

As a newcomer to the Trust, I have been 
impressed by the obvious commitment and 
dedication of the members I have met. The 
scale of the task ahead is considerable, but 
there is a genuine belief in achieving the 
goal of a navigable waterway.  

As a member of the Swindon branch, I am 
fortunate to be at the geographical centre of 
the canal. As editor, I hope to help to bring 
an equal focus to all branches of the Trust.   

Hopefully this means we will all know 
what is happening along the entire length 
of the canal route. If you haven’t booked 
your place at the forthcoming conference 
can I encourage you to attend.  Full details 
can be found on the back page of this    
edition.  This is a great opportunity to learn 
more about progress and the Trusts’ new 

10 year plan. 

You may notice a secondary theme in this 
edition of Dragonfly relating to wildlife 
and environment. Although this is purely 
coincidental, it did show me just how many  
diverse groups could benefit from the work 
undertaken by the Trust. 

Finally, it is almost inevitable that there 
will be some changes to Dragonfly over the 
next few editions, if only due to the change 
of editor. However, one thing that won’t 
change is the need for articles, reports and 
photographs. I’ve also been given         
advanced warning that letters to the editor 
can be  interesting! Please keep Dragonfly 
in mind for forthcoming events etc. I would 
welcome your comments and suggestions 
as to what you would like to see included 
in future  editions. 

 

  Richard Bellamy    

Could your business benefit from an advert in Dragonfly, if so please contact 

The Editor 

DRAGONFLY 97 

 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be issued 
mid July , 2005. 

Please send articles and reports for inclusion 
by  1st June 2005 

 

E-mail to Richard.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichard.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 
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 The Wilts and Berks Canal project 
continues to gather momentum and in the 
past few months I have been working with 
other Trust directors to produce a viable 
strategy for the next ten years. It is clear 
that we are going to need our own project 
manager soon, but until we are in a       
position to fund the post, Council have 
agreed a management plan that uses our 
existing resources. Initially three project 
directors (West, Central, and East) will 
oversee and develop our projects. With the 
newly acquired status of the project the 
Trust needs to demonstrate a continuing 
professional approach to restoration, which 
in the 21st century means much attention to 
process and detail before projects can start. 
Inevitably this is putting a large burden on 
our civil engineers to produce surveys, 
plans, and methodology. Cultivating good 
working relationships with landowners on 
the canal is also a high priority, as we need 
their continuing co-operation, as we      
attempt to acquire sections of the canal. 

 In April we are organising our 
first Canal Conference and it will be an 
interesting look at many aspects of the   
canal. I hope you will want to attend and I 
would urge you to book quickly.  [See back 
cover for details—Ed] 

We were all saddened to hear the 
death of our fundraising officer Hazel 
Schmidt . On behalf of the Trust I have 
sent our condolences to Hazels family.  
Over a very short time Hazel had produced 
some amazing results which were         
instrumental in the Trust setting up the 
Wootton Bassett office and employing an 
administrator, as well as getting significant 

CHAIR CHAT 

KEN OLIVER 

grants for projects and equipment.       
Personally I miss Hazels dry wit bringing 
a sense of proportion to meetings. Martin 
Buckland has agreed to be our fundraising 
advisor but we need to continue and    
augment the work and we are looking for 
a Fundraising Director to source and   
apply for grants and awards to take the 
project forward. 

Our recent membership         
campaigns have produced many new 
members so I especially welcome new 
readers to Dragonfly. 

 
 

   Ken Oliver 

   Chair 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 27 new members and Friends of the Canal: 

Mr & Mrs H Edwards, Oxford 

Mr & Mrs P Earl. East Blatchington, Seaford 

Mr & Mrs R Stevens, Steventon, Oxon 

Mr M Gale, Bishops Lydeard, Taunton 

Mr & Mrs P.R Lloyd, Henley on Thames 

Mr & Mrs I Bell, Chiseldon, Swindon 

Dr & Mrs D W Bethune, Kimbolton,          
Huntingdon 

Mr P Sumner, Adel, Leeds 

Ms E Dexter &Mr D Bowness, Newbury 

Mr M Tawell & Ms A Lister, Watchfield 

Mr & Mrs M Hawker, Southampton 

Ms K Sleight & Mr G Pike, Melksham 

Mr & Mrs D Godwin, Marshfield, Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs A West, Devizes 
Mrs L Hart, Whitley, Wilts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to the huge number of members 
who renew their support and subs promptly – 
every year! 

 

Volunteers Offers of help from new members 
have been passed on regularly to branches and 
officers for a long time now. They are entered 
on the Can You Help? and Restoration Support 
Team lists.   If you are an existing member and 
would like to become active in the Trust Team, 
we are ‘advertising’ for help with specific tasks, 
as they arise. Watch this space! 

 

Hope to see you at the Conference – a great 
chance to share ideas. 

 

Chris Toms  

Membership Secretary 

Thanks to the ‘Trust Team’ - everyone—who has helped to increase the support for the Trust by 
getting involved with their branch, helping at events and with publicity, recruiting members, 
sending donations with subscriptions and renewing membership every year. We are getting busier 
and busier—and more volunteers are needed for all kinds of jobs, Please get in touch with your 
branch—it’s also fun ! 

Total membership           
is over 1700! 

(1724 at 26/2/05) 
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Dear Richard 

 

Although I am not yet a member of the 
Trust (in the process of applying), I read 
Dragonfly regularly through my family. 

I would like to fully support the aims of the 
Trust, but wondered why you keep      
yourselves so quiet and have such a      
relatively low profile. I work in Swindon 
and live near Abingdon and am amazed so 
few people in either place know of the  
canal, the efforts to restore it and the great 
work done to date. 

I'm sure there would be a real ground-swell 
of support and increase in membership - 
but the impression I get is that the Trust is 
one of the regions best kept secrets! Don't 
be so shy ! 

 

   Stephen Graham 

   Abingdon 

 

Stephen, 

We are very interested in achieving a 
higher public profile for our organisation 
and for our project.  It was something of a 
disappointment to me to read your letter.                          

          Obviously we need to achieve more 
press and media coverage in Swindon and 
Abingdon, and I trust that our people in the 
relevant branches will take your comments 
as an incentive to work harder on this   
aspect.   

 If you want to get involved in   
helping us with our Publicity work, please 
drop me a line or contact the Chair of 

whichever Branch of the Trust you link up 
with. 

Thanks for your letter 

            Luke Walker 

           Chair, Publicity Committee 

 

Stephen, 

It is certainly not our plan to keep a low 
profile!! The Publicity Team would       
welcome all suggestions to raise awareness 
of the project. I’m sure Luke Walker (Chair 
of the publicity committee), would be 
pleased to discuss your ideas 

 

   Ken Oliver 

   Chair 
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Partnership News 
 

Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    
Berks Canal Partnership writes: 

Good news to report on the Melksham front. 
The Canal is now one of top 4 schemes in the 
Area Community Strategy. It is now recognised 
as a major catalyst to regeneration at Melksham 
and we have combined our forthcoming report 
to include aspects of a River Avon              
Enhancement scheme. This will look at a range 
of nice-to-have facilities from Public Art,   
wildlife sites and picnic areas to improved  
footpaths and cycle ways, with links from the 
proposed navigation to the town centre. It   
certainly needs it as locals will testify. Sadly, 
for decades, the town has turned its back on the 
river. So, almost there and when this report is 
published and consulted, then we shall submit 
this single route to the Local Plan process for 
adoption. 

 

Then, it’s hopefully over 
to our Partners such as 
BW to join us in making 
the K & A junction   
happen. We all know the 
pressures on the K & A 
and the desire shared by 
all to come up the Wilts 
& Berks. I know we have 
the full support of the    
K & A and your       
chairman. I  bump into 
Brian often and last night 
we shared the platform at 
a meeting in Saltford, 
near Bristol to present 
our 3 canals to a wider 
audience. He spoke in glowing proud terms on 
what has been achieved on your canal and it it 
is good to be  reminded of what to expect on 
ours one day! 

 

This strategically  important Flagship scheme at 
Semington/Melksham is part of our Vision 
2014 Implementation report. The Brief for 
this is being finalised and we expect to       
complete this by the end of summer. This report 
will set our critical path for next 10 years, as to 
How to do it and take on our major projects, as 
well assessing the Trust’s capacity to restore 
the sections associated with the Flagship 
schemes. For readers who have not followed 
our plot, these schemes at Semington/
Melksham, Abingdon, Swindon and Latton/
Cricklade, give us the key junctions, and links 
to the rest of the waterways as well as  allow 
early traffic and visitors on to our canal, thus 
providing revenue streams to encourage our 
funding Partners to commit. 

 

 

Not  a pretty sight! Sluice gate & weir, Avon at 
Melksham 
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 EU projects selected! 
 

I am pleased that both Partnerships have now 
chosen their special projects for EU fundng 
bids. This is a challenging process and takes 
time and patience. There was risk that we as 
lead partners would be running ahead of our 
French colleagues – but, no, a lengthy call to 
France yesterday revealed that they too have 
now gone for an ambitious scheme to complete 
their Canal – the Nantes a Brest – up near 
Brest. Our scheme is to investigate how the 
predicted urban growth of Swindon will impact 
on its surrounding countryside and how the 
canal restoration and other proposed facilities 
such as forest,  leisure, walks, wildlife reserves 
can mitigate and be masterplanned within the 
new regional planning framework. In order to 
test this, we propose to construct a section of 
canal with close consultation and community 
involvement in a community action plan. The 
landowners hereabouts are friendly and       
supportive, and the are in question is well   
attended by all our Partners. I would stress that 
no funding is guaranteed in this bid – the    
process alone is worthwhile, but there is as ever 
strong competition, particularly from new EU 
countries. 

 

A notable event for you to join us: The first  
Canal Trust conference is being held at 
Wroughton, near Swindon on Saturday 
April 23rd. More details from our Trust 
office, 0845 2268567. 

We shall be opening, - or topping off – 
Chaddington Lock at a grand ceremony in 
April too. This is the culmination of      
excellent Trust restoration and project  
management, as well as solid Partnership  
funding, the total cost being c£110k. It is a 
real showpiece project. I escorted Ian    
Jarvis, the BW Regional  General Manager 
around the site, as well as sharing our plans 
with him. He was impressed. 

 

New leases, licenses and ownership of  
canal land have beckoned for some time – I 
am glad to say that we have a record    
number of these transactions proceeding 
well, and attracting funds to move ahead to 
restoration, like Hayes Knoll Lock near 
Cricklade, recently purchased by the Trust 
and plans well prepared to start works. The 
Trust is showing a high degree of          
professionalism these days, an essential 
quality in how it goes about is business in 
order to convince partners that it can and 
will do the job until such time as BW come 
fully on board. National Priority 2 status 
brings added excitement, challenges and 
responsibilities. 

It’s proving to be an exciting and          
rewarding year so far…after this wintry 
spell, enjoy getting outside again, those 
quiet peaceful stretches of water are      
stirring! Emily will cast loose her lines for 
trips along the K & A as usual as well as 
forays on the Upper Thames. And we shall 
be venturing up the East End to seek out 
watery bits on the Wilts & Berks in support 
of funding bids..If you see us, early       
evenings, do give us a shout and come on 
board, preferably with refreshment! 

 

Chaloner Chute 
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Trust and Thames Water we succeeded in 
persuading Thames Water to pay £100,000 
towards the changes needed there. 

 It has been great to see the     
development of the canal over 
the years.  A major piece of work 
has been to try and pursue the 
canal’s interest in the proposed 
development of the Front       
Garden.  We have not got       
everything we wanted but I have 
been pleased to support the Canal 
Trust and to push for the canal 
route to be protected and        
developed should the Front    
Garden (which I have argued 
against) go ahead.   

 I would like to wish the Canal Trust all the 
best for the future.  I look forward to     
further development of the canal so that it 
can be enjoyed by even more people and 
become even more of a feature of our   
landscape here in Swindon. 

  With best wishes 

  Julia Drown MP                                   
  South Swindon (Labour) 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I have noticed ever since I’ve been a    
member, we have never had a dedicated 
wildlife official in the Trust . 

 
Surely after restoring the route of the canal, 
the next step would be to help introduce 
and improve natural habitats .I know after 
years of being in water nature will come 
back ,but what I’d like to see is help to 
introduce our endangered species.  
 

With help from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 
we could make a difference and  improve 
the chances of their survival . 

Water Vole pictured near Kingshill Wilts 
and Berks Canal (Gary Mason) 
 
I  have proposed this and hopefully it will 
be offered up at the conference. I just need 
people on board to get things going .I    
personally cant take on the roll due to work 
duties but I will be willing help the person 
who can . 
  Gary Mason  
  Swindon Branch 
 
[ The canal provides a unique wildlife   
habitat and the Trust has been one of the 
consultees of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust's re-
cently produced biodiversity action plan 
for Swindon. For some time Council has 
recognised the need for our own team to 
produce plans for the canal habitiat and we 
are the process of creating a Trust habitat 
and biodiversity team to address these  
issues. 

   Ken Oliver 

   Chair ] 
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TO THE EDITOR 
Please feel free to write in with your comments, concerns or ask questions, the more the merrier ! 

 

Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

Dear Richard, 

 
Could you please pass on my thanks and     
appreciation to Tim Preece for his work as  
Editor of Dragonfly. 
I was sorry to read that he was giving up. The 
magazine has been a pleasure to read and I’ve 
looked forward to receiving it each quarter. I 
hope there won’t be too many changes and the 
standards remain as high. 
 

   Karen Ray 

   Bristol & Bath 

 

Dear Richard, 

  

We were watching a series called How to 
Watch Wildlife with Bill Oddie on Friday 
4th Feb and he was shown looking for  
animals and birds on a canal. He had    
spotted the disused canal on the ordnance 
survey map that covered      Swindon, so it 
can only be ours at Westleaze. We saw a 
glimpse of the Skew Bridge, but most ac-
tion took place on the stretch between the 
bridge and the main road. It looked really 
good and lush, and Bill found moorhens, 
dabchicks, and a water vole, the whole se-
quence must have lasted about 10 minutes. 
I thought there would have been a mention 
of it in Dragonfly, as it must have been 
filmed last summer? 

  

Perhaps an idea for the journal would be to 
have detailed maps of the restored bits 
showing footpaths, or parking, or how to 

get to them if you can so that members can 
go along and have a look, you could do a 
map a quarter or something, the map in the 
center pages is good and helpful, but we 
need more detail. 

 

                                          Yours Sincerely 

  
                                    Julie and Colin Gray 
                                   Abingdon  
 
[ Julie/Colin,  Having checked with the BBC, 
Bristol, you are correct it was Wilts & Berks at 
Westleaze. I am hoping to publish some more 
information in later editions. Also, your idea 
about the central map is in hand—more detail 
will be on the way ! - Ed] 

 

  Dear Richard, 
 
 As I come to the end of my time           
representing South Swindon in Parliament I 
wanted to report to the Wilts & Berks   
Canal Trust on some of the work we have 
done together over the years.  I have     
always been really pleased to be a         
supporter of the Canal Trust and have been 
extremely impressed with the dedication, 
work and results that the Trust achieves. 
 
I was particularly pleased to work with the 
Trust when we were tackling the          
problems at the Kingshill part of the canal 
back in 1999.  There was a problem getting 
Thames Water to co-operate and to fund 
some of the changes necessary there.  At a 
meeting that I held in Parliament with the   
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Sadly another quarter where I’ve not much to 
say.  I’ve not been on any work parties, nor as 
far as I know have any other members of the 
Bath and Bristol Branch.  John Henn has not 
had time to organise any of his famous walks, as 
he has his finger in many other pies at present, 
so none of those to write about.  No social 
events either, so basically just two meetings to 
tell you all about. 

 

On 17th January seventeen people attended   
Saltford Hall for a “brainstorming” session on 
the concept of the Wessex Waterways Network.  
Surprisingly, some positive things did come out 
of this overall negative evening.  On a personal 
note I’m amazed how many people live in cloud 
cuckoo land.  I had to look up the word of the 
night “Parochial” in my dictionary when I got 
home – says a lot! 

 

On a much more positive note was the joint 
meeting with the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust 
and the IWA on Tuesday March 1st, again at 
Saltford Hall.  This was a public talk on canal 
restoration in the South West.  Over 50 people 
attended this evening, in spite of the threat of 
yet more snow. While many were indeed    

members of either the Wilts and Berks Canal 
Trust, the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust, IWA, 
Cotswold Canals Trust, the Somersetshire Coal 
Canal Society or WRG, there were some     
members of the public not affiliated to any such 
group.  Good to know that all the hard work 
publicising the event in the press and by putting 
up posters in every possible public venue paid 
off.   

I was sad to note that there were no young   
people present.  What will happen to our     
organisations in a few years when we are no 
longer active ourselves?  The evening kicked off 
with a talk by Ian Jarvis, General Manager of 
British waterway.  In 20 minutes, he covered the 
history, decline and new beginnings of our  
waterways, emphasising that waterside        
development is back in vogue.  He also briefly 
covered the reasoning behind “Waterways 
2025”, which has such an impact on our beloved 
Wilts and Berks Canal.  After a break for tea, 
our own Chaloner Chute spoke most             
enthusiastically and eloquently (as he always 
does), then Brian Poulton, Chairman of the  
Kennet and Avon Canal Trust talked of the joys 
of having a fully restored canal.  The evening 
wound up with a raffle after questions to the 
speakers.   

AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

Please feel free to contact the appropriate officer for further relevant details 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Clem Barnett, Fledgeling House, Burgundy Road, Minehead Somerset TA24 5QJ 

                    Tel 07866 535080 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       
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Sometimes, it’s quite staggering to realise the 
amount of effort that goes into organising such 
an evening.  Many thanks to John for all his 
efforts.  To our speakers for travelling from near 
and far.  To Ros for designing the poster.  To 
Jan Flanagan for getting the display to us – 
pored over in great detail before and after the 
talk.  To everyone for helping with the tea,  
coffee and biscuits, and especially to the lady 
who helped with the washing up.  I’m sorry I 
don’t know her name but she did an excellent 
job.  Now all that remains is to finish writing 
this, and to get the display back to Jan’s sister in 
Keynsham before she goes to work.  

Our next meeting will be our AGM on Monday 
21st March back at our usual venue, Saltford 
Marina, when hopefully someone will stand to 
take over the task of Branch Dragonfly        
Contributor.  I am following the lead of former 
editor Tim Preece and stepping down.  Thanks 
to those who have commented nicely on my 
past prose, and a raspberry to those who didn’t! 
 

   Dawn Parsons  

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-
day of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

 

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:  Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, Devizes SN10 1SS             Tel: 01380 828254 

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

The Town Bridge in Melksham is exceptionally 
fine, but there are few opportunities to see it at 
its best, viewed of course from near water level. 
No one who stands on the bridge today and 
gazes down-river, can fail to be horrified by the 
ugly steel sided trough through which the river 
flows.  The rusting piles effectively retain flood 
water it is true, but provide a stark and hideous 
introduction to a lovely and accessible reach of 
the river; yet how many hundreds of visitors, 
repelled by the prospect, have turned away and 

missed the tranquil beauties down stream? 

 

Towards the end of February and braced by a 
keen north-easterly, a small contingent from the 
Canal Trust and the Town traced the route 
along the river bank from the proposed junction 
in the flood meadows west of Melksham.  We 
were guided by Richard Vivash who explained 
the purpose and workings of the new weir. 
Then crossing the A350, and dodging traffic 
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Publicising the “Wilts & Berks” in 2005 
There will be a number of local Events this year where Trust branches will have a stall 
and display. 

The publicity group has highlighted three events where the presence of the group display 
and personnel is considered essential. Volunteers are needed, albeit for a few hours on a 
rota basis. This will let us inform visitors about our future plans and how we aim to have 
the  canal restored by 2025. These events are: 

 

1st-3rd July 2005  Saul Canal Festival & Folk on the water weekend 

Set up will be done on Friday 1st July and volunteers are needed for Saturday 2nd and 
Sunday 3rd July (10am -5pm). The event attracts 250 boats and 12,000 visitors. There 
are camping facilities and good music and theatre in the evenings for exhibitors. 

 

     Contact:  Luke Walker  07979 862195 

 

28,29,30th July 2005  West Wiltshire Festival, The Park, Trowbridge 

Set up will be done on Wednesday 27th July. Volunteers are needed for 28th, 29th and 
30th July (10am—5pm). The last event attracted 300 exhibitors 

 

     Contact:   Janet  Flanagan 01793 523048 

 

27,28,29th August 2005 National Waterways Festival, Preston Brook, Cheshire 

Volunteers are required for the following dates and times: 

 27th and 28th August, (10am—6pm) 

 29th August (10am—5pm) 

There are camping facilities for exhibitors who are entitled to join a range of evening 
musical activities. This event is a meeting place for all involved in waterways and      
restoration 

 

     Contact:    Janet Flanagan 01793 523048 

 

All helpers will be supplied with up to date information on the Wilts and Berks Restoration plans. 
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CAR STICKERS AND BADGE 
There are now three car stickers and a windscreen badge available as show below. The actual size 
of the car sticker is 29.5cm x 7cm and the badge is 8cm diameter. They are all printed in Trust 
colours of blue and yellow on a white background and are made in self-adhesive plastic (like a 
license holder—not glass-marking glue) 

 

The car stickers are £1.00 each and the badges are 50p each 
 

To order these items please send your payment and a stamped self-addressed envelope 

To:  Jan Flanaghan—217 Marlborough Road—Swindon SN3 1NN 

Please ensure you specify which design of car sticker(s) you require. 
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as best we could, we returned to the peace and 
beauty of the Wiltshire Wildlife nature reserve. 

 

The road traffic is carried on a substantial 
bridge incorporating a broad central span which 
will be used by canal boats, while the nearside 
span offers the opportunity to provide a      
footbridge for walkers and cyclists. By this 
means the existing Millennium Riverside Path 
will be connected to the canal path and       
ultimately to a network of footpaths which 
come together at the Pack Horse Bridge about 
one and a half miles down river.  From here 
paths run west to Broughton Gifford and south 
to Whaddon and Semington providing a     
valuable traffic free link between village and 
town. 

Branch workparty installing a new bench at 
Double Bridge, Naish Hill, Lacock  (Conway 

Grant) 

There are concerns that changing the nature of 
the river bed will affect the mix of birds that 
come to the river when the levels are low.  The 
waders, for example may  concentrate their 
visits to the river below the new weir or      

upstream where perhaps as much as one     
thousand yards of new shallows will be created 
by the changes to the river.  Richard Vivash 
pointed out that man made shallows can also be 
created at the new water level and this may ease 
the problem to some extent.  Close by, the river 
fighting to return to its natural course, has   
created a sediment bar where willows have 
taken hold; this will provide an opportunity for 
the enjoyment of the river and may merge into 
the new area of shallows mentioned above. 

 

Provision of visitor moorings for passing    
narrowboats, suitable landing stages for small 
craft, access to the river and new link canals 
must all be considered carefully.  Our readiness 
to examine the detail at this stage will         

determine the success of 
this major project and 
ensure we bring the great-
est benefit to   Melksham. 

 

Meanwhile on the old 
canal line, twice monthly 
work parties have     re-
sulted in essential         
improvements.          Sub-
stantial roots of thorn and 
willow have been torn 
from the canal bed at 
Pewsham making it pos-
sible to replace the strim-
mer and work with the 
all-terrain mower at four 

times the speed.  Last summer we were able to 
keep the locks well trimmed but the great 
length of canal leading south towards Rey-
bridge got away from us during the late spring 
explosion of growth. 

 

Plans to dredge the length of canal bed at Naish 
Hill proceed at bureaucratic pace and early 
expectations of completion before the return of 
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the newts now lie in ruins.  The work must be 
completed this year or we lose our funds.  But, 
provided the decision making process fulfils the 
statutory requirement, we may still complete 
the work during the later months of the year. 

 

Our third annual quiz night at the Rachel 
Fowler Centre in Melksham was a huge success 
with 19 tables despite heavy snow showers. We 
were delighted to see Jan Flanaghan and her 
lusty team from West Vale who had travelled 
far on a bleak night; thank you for your support 
and we’ll return the compliment when you have 
your own quiz later in the year.  Alice Boyd 
kept the momentum going beautifully and  
provided a most enjoyable evening.  The 
warmth of the applause showed how much the 
efforts of Alice and her team were enjoyed. 

 

On April 10th , Peter Williams will be holding 
his second annual sponsored walk from     
Chippenham town centre  to The Bell Inn at 
Reybridge with much of the route along the 
canal side cycle path.  This is an enjoyable 
event through exceptionally beautiful         
countryside and, as with all our branch events, 
will make a valued contribution to funds for 
branch organisation and local canal restoration.  
The publicity value of these events is enormous 

with knock-on benefits for membership      
recruitment; the events and publicity section of 
our branch is at least as vibrant as our canal 
restoration side. Members wishing to be     
notified of our programme of events should     
e-mail their address to Mrs Christine Watt at 
robin@boawilts.freeserve.co.ukrobin@boawilts.freeserve.co.uk  and ask to be 
added to the circulation list for branch minutes 
which includes detail of our future events. 

 

The branch Annual General Meeting will be 
held in Melksham on June 14th and I urge our 
large membership to attend.  This is an        
opportunity to question the branch officers and 
to suggest improvements; this is an essential 
stimulant for the workers.  We shall also be 
seeking a new chairman since pressure of other 
activities compels me to step down after six 
happy and satisfying years, though I intend to 
remain fully committed.  A challenging plan to 
accelerate the restoration of  the canal, which I 
support wholeheartedly, will be accompanied 
by an increase in negotiation, planning, design 
and fundraising: retirement is postponed. 

 

                     Colin Fletcher, branch chairman.  

[ See page 25 for further details of the     
Branch AGM—Ed] 

The Melksham branch meet at the King’s Arms, Melksham 8.00pm on the second Tuesday 
of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 
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NOTICEBOARD 
MANOR FARM, WEST CHALLOW: 

       Tel: 01235 763188                             www.manorfarm.uk.netwww.manorfarm.uk.net 

 Sarah & Robert Raines would like to offer you a warm welcome at their grade-2 listed 
manor farm. Mentioned in ‘The Perfect English Country house’, by Candida Lycett Green, with 
its picturesque Queen Anne frontage, Georgian fireplaces and exposed beams, Manor Farm is an 
inviting and comfortable place to stay. 

Also: 

YEW TREE HOUSE, CHILDREY: 

Pete and Val Scatchard  Tel: 01235 751752         www.yewwww.yew-tree-house.co.uk 

 

    If you know of a guesthouse near the W&B that would like to be included, please let me know 

PEWSEY BRANCH 

Now’s your chance of winning your next yearly licence fee for just £10 

And help towards the restoration of the Wilts & Berks 

 

The Pewsey Branch ‘100 club’ is now inviting boaters to participate. 

From each 100 entrants a draw will take place. 

The winner will receive a voucher to cover their next year’s boat-licensing fees. 

 

Please send a £10 cheque payable to ‘Wilts & Berks Canal Trust’ to: 

       Pewsey 100 Club 

       Waterfront, Pewsey Wharf 

       Marlborough Road 

       Pewsey 

       SN9 5NU 

“CALLING ALL BOATERS” 
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politicians, to ask them to seek a practical 
solution to the issue. 

 

Waterway Clean-ups on BW Waterways 

 

IWA has expressed concern to British   
Waterways at the increased amount of  
paperwork that seems to be necessary   
before permission is given for clean-up 
events to take place.  This has led to some 
groups becoming unwilling to organise 
such events because of the form-filling 
involved and seemingly unnecessary     
precautions and wasted effort.  As a result, 
British Waterways is considering the    
introduction of a standard arrangement for 
volunteer groups involved in simple   
clean-ups that should reduce the work   
required for organisers. 

 

Wilts & Berks Canal 

 

IWA has paid a grant of £2,000 to the 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust towards the 
cost of restoration of Seven Locks, Lock 
No. 3 near Lyneham in Wiltshire, also 
known as Tockenham Lock 3.  The grant 
will help pay for materials such as bricks, 
sand and aggregate to rebuild the tail of the 
lock, and the installation of a lock         
ladder.  The grant will also help cover the 
cost of repair of some of the Trust's        
restoration equipment  

 

                      Richard Bellamy 
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FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01380 828254 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

We’ve continued to make progress. 
 

My backlog of paperwork is now much smaller 
than it was, but that’s probably because I’m 
waiting for various colleagues and               
organisations around us to respond.  When they 
do I’ll have more to do….  We live in hope that 
the work we’re doing now is all helping the big 
project on its way towards that projected full  
re-opening sometime around 2025. 

 

Our leader, Ken Oliver, gave an excellent and 
inspiring presentation to a recent meeting of the 
Council of Management.  He gave a 
clear   message that he intends to see the 
canal      restoration make serious and       
significant progress over the next five 
and ten years.  He outlined what he’s       
expecting our branch to be getting on 
with over that time, which is what we’ve 
been aiming to do over recent years.  To 
quote some well-worn words, I love it 
when a plan comes together! 

 

Progress has continued at Dauntsey.  
Mike Gillman’s machine was busy dur-
ing the week between Christmas and 
New Year (once we’d done a repair to a 
radiator hose).  Rachael’s machine suffered the 
theft of various parts, but Dave Hewson, a vol-
unteer who lives in Wales, did sterling work for 
several days during the  Christmas Canal Camp 
fitting the replacement parts.  Ray Cole made 
his usual contribution of expertise - he success-

fully completed a       particularly complicated 
repair job on one part for Rachael’s machine at 
his workshop one evening. 

 

By the end of the week, Rachael was back in 
her machine removing the silt.  When I last 
took a walk along the towpath, the end was 
very much within sight. Rachael has continued 
her dialogue with Wadworths, and we’re now 
co-operating with them to put up a rather smart 
fence around the edge of the Peterborough Arms 
car park.  Bricks for the base of this should be 
with us by the time you’re reading this. 
 

North wall of lock 4—in need of some        
attention (Luke Walker) 

 

Essex Waterway Recovery Group spent a  
weekend at Dauntsey early in January, and  
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finished the last 100m (roughly) of hedgelaying.  
Our thanks go to them for a good job well done. 

 

At Seven Locks we welcomed the Newbury 
Working Party Group, early in December, and 
much of the back-filling of the lock three    
chamber walls is now done.   

Another view of lock 4 showing how it was 
when we started work (Luke Walker) 

 

A photograph of this was taken for inclusion in 
the next progress report we are submitting to 
Inland Waterways Association, who have    

provided significant financial assistance.  
Thanks go to NWPG and IWA. 

 

During the last few weekends of February our 
Sunday work party team has spent some time at 
Seven Locks preparing for a resumption of  
constructive work there.  Work will resume the 

rebuild to the tail of Lock 3 once the 
drier weather is with us.  Meanwhile, in 
the interests of public safety and to   
enable us to provide information to 
David Van der Cruyssen for design 
work, we’ve done some scrub clearance 
work on Lock 4.   

Photos have been sent to Richard for 
Dragonfly, so I’m hoping you’ll be able 
to see what we’re tackling.  As lock 
chambers go, we’ve worked on worse.  I 
recently read one of the Route Study 
Reports for the Canal in the Swindon 
area.  There was a photo in it showing 
Lock 4 many years ago when the Trust 

first cleared it.  I’m pleased that we’re now 
moving forward to resume the work started back 
then.  I sincerely hope that we’ll get the task 
completed within the next two years.  Further 
progress reports in future Dragonflys…. 
   Luke Walker 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 
Secretary. 

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

Our major work sites for Sundays in the Spring are Dauntsey Lock and Lock 3, with occasional 
visits to Foxham.  Please check with Luke on his mobile if you wish to join or visit us. 
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a vertical bank on heavily used towing 
paths, frequent mowing to the water's edge 
should take place to allow for mooring and 
fishing, as this type of bank is of little 
value to wildlife.  However, where there is 
a soft or sloping bank, with other better 
places to land fairly nearby, there only 
needs to be an annual cut of vegetation 
(subject to the other requirements         
mentioned above) so that aquatic wildlife is 
attracted. 

 

IWA suggested that the annual full width 
mow should take place in early spring.  A 
full width cut in autumn is usually less  
desirable because it removes winter cover 
needed by small mammals and other    
wildlife.  Saplings between the path and the 
water should be cut down as part of the 
early spring cut. 

 

Navigation Signs and Symbols 

 

The Association of Inland Navigation   
Authorities has recently consulted some 
waterway user groups and others about 
proposals for new standard navigation 
warning and information signs and symbols 
for use on the inland waterways.  The 
document advocates that clear, concise, 
understandable and appropriate signage is 
key to safe use of the waterways and aims 
to allow waterway users to visit waters 
owned by different navigation authorities 
without the need for individual sign     
guidance. 

 

Whilst IWA supports necessary             
improvements to safety provisions, the 
Association has expressed concern that a 
proliferation of new signs would be both 
unnecessary and unwelcome.  The IWA 
responded to that it would support some 

review of safety signage to ensure that it is 
clear and readable from a distance by those 
on a boat.  Often signs are not properly 
maintained, or are obstructed by other 
signs, or covered by vegetation. However, 
when they are visible, IWA believes that 
the current signs are perfectly                
understandable. 

 

In line with the current attitude of English 
Heritage to advocate that streets should be 
less cluttered, IWA advocates the       
avoidance of cluttering the waterway    
corridor with too many signs.  The        
Association does not want signs defacing 
the waterways unless there is a genuine 
need for them; for example, either to warn 
of danger or to provide necessary          
information that cannot be otherwise better 
communicated 

 

Taxation on Fuel used on Inland Craft 

 

The Royal Yachting Association, IWA and 
British Marine Federation recently      
sponsored the well-known marine author 
Tim Bartlett to undertake further research 
into the current availability of 'red diesel' 
throughout the inland and coastal           
waterways system. 

 

Armed with this further information, the 
consortium plan to redouble its efforts to 
persuade Ministers and H M Customs & 
Excise officials of the major impact that the 
proposed changes to the availability and 
pricing structure of cheap diesel would 
have on the UK boating industry if the  
present derogation provisions are removed 
in 2006, without any ameliorating facility 
being introduced in its place.  The          
Association wishes to encourage all those 
who have not already done so, to lobby 
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NEWS FROM IWA 
By  

Richard Bellamy 

[I must start by expressing thank to Tony 
Harrison for his regular contributions  
covering news from IWA. Tony has decided 
to step down as a contributor on this     
subject – his work on keeping us updated is 
much appreciated. I have stepped into the 
breach for this edition of Dragonfly,    
however, if anyone would like to take on 
this contribution I would be very pleased to 
hear from you - Ed] 

 

British Waterways Pub Partnership  
Announced 

 

On 25th February, British Waterways and 
Scottish & Newcastle Pub Enterprises 
(Management) Ltd announced the        
completion of their Waterside Pub        
Partnership, which is intended to develop a 
pubs business at over 100 sites alongside 
canals and river navigations managed by 
British Waterways. 

 

Initially, the Waterside Pub Partnership's 
portfolio will include 30 of British        
Waterways' existing leased pubs and a  
further 20 sites that will be developed into 
new waterside pubs over the next three 
years.  The Partnership also intends to 
grow its business by developing future  
waterside pub opportunities that arise from 
British Waterways' property estate and by 
acquiring suitable pubs and sites from the 
open market. 

 

 

New Towing Path Maintenance     
Guidelines give wildlife priority 

 

IWA recently responded to British        
Waterways' consultation on its guidelines 
for towing path maintenance.  IWA is 
pleased that the document recognises that 
Health & Safety is a major                     
consideration.  However, the Association 
recommends more emphasis on the need 
and importance of regular cutting back of 
all types of vegetation, the complete     
removal of tree roots, etc, to protect bank 
structures and backfilling of areas that have 
eroded, so as to ensure the safety of all 
waterway users. 

 

The Association's response asks that any 
cutting regime should ensure that boaters 
have good visibility along the waterway 
and access to the bank at regular intervals 
in case of emergency.  To ensure the safety 
of all users, cutting regimes should also 
ensure that any bollard, ring or potential 
trip hazard, including holes is always kept 
visible.  Bollards and rings should also be 
kept visible so that they can be used!  As 
well as keeping the towing path clear for 
boaters and anglers, and for walkers to 
walk and see the canal, keeping the towing 
path sufficiently mown enables an easier 
passage for horse-drawn boats too.   

 

IWA commented that the central pathway 
should be kept easily walkable at all times 
on all types of towing paths.  IWA agreed 
that where the water's edge is hard against 
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WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH        Tel: 01793 849970 

Secretary:     Vacant 

We have nearly a mile of restored and watered 
canal in Wootton Bassett but along with all the 
advantages this pleasant stretch of water brings 
there are, as always, a couple of problems.  
Because boats with engines and propellers are 
not using the canal, the water is very clear and 
this allows the daylight to filter down to the 
bed.  This in turn provides ideal conditions for 
various types of weed to flourish.  Conditions 
are very much balanced in favour of the weed 
which causes problems for anglers and for any 
boat owners who may contemplate a leisurely 
trip on the waterway.   

 

The canal has been stocked with fish and, under 
normal conditions these would help keep the 
weeds under control, as would the ducks.    
Special weed killer has also been used under 
carefully controlled conditions but seemed to 
see off more fish than weed.  Members of the 
angling club attended a recent Branch meeting 
to discuss their concerns about the situation.    
It should be remembered that the Branch    
receives an indirect contribution from the local 
fishing club to help maintain the canal.       
Excessive weed in canals is a common problem 
but there seems to be no easy solution to it.  
The Branch and Angling Club have set up a sub 
committee to address the situation.  They are 
currently in touch with a company which has a 
weed clearing boat.  This boat has a central 
paddle which grabs the weeds as it turns, pulls 
them out of the canal bed and deposits them in 
a container on deck.  This needs to be            
investigated further to see if it is feasible, and if 
achievable it may be possible to follow it up 
with doses of weed killer to keep the weeds 

under control.  Also, if anyone has a small  
engine driven boat to chug up and down the 
canal a few times this would be most welcome, 
as it would muddy the water and discourage 
weed growth. 

 

Meanwhile, restoration continues at           
Morningside Farm.  Chaddington Top Lock is 
almost as complete as it can be until water  
levels are finalised and the gates can be       
installed.  We have completed our concreting 
and installed the lock ladder handrails. 

Some of the hedge alongside the lower wing 
wall of the lock have been layed and we have 
started more above the lock. We have also 
trimmed the hedge and strimmed the           
undergrowth along the towpath west of the 
lock. The track on the south side of the bridge 
has been raised to make it less steep and the 
footpath along side the lock has been reinstated 
using the road plannings acquired previously. 

 

We still have more paths to reinstate, hedges to 
lay and there are some earth moving jobs which 
will have to wait until the drier spring weather.  
We hope to erect a permanent fence around the 
lock and remove our temporary security      
fencing. There is more than enough work to 
keep us going for a while and we will be 
pleased to see any new faces to help us out. 

We will have loads of grass cutting to do before 
long and, hopefully, we will be able to make a 
start on the spillway. 

 

 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 

WILTS & BERKS CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 2005. SEE BACK COVER FOR DETAILS 
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I have mentioned previously that visitors to our 
working parties often comment on how cold 
and exposed the site can be. As it is the summit 
lock it occupies the highest bit of land around 
and is open the wind from any direction.    
However, on a reasonable day it can be the 
most pleasant of places, especially when the 
wild flowers are out in the surrounding      
meadows. During the recent very cold weather 
it has become apparent the global warming is 
not affecting Chaddington Top Lock.  It has 
passed us by or gone away or something.  What 
a pity, we were looking forward to that. 

We are planning a ceremony for the 13th April 
to mark the (near) completion of the lock.  We 

will be inviting local dignitaries and           
benefactors, all those who have worked at the 
lock, Trust and Council members as well as 
others.  Even though there will be jobs we can 
do afterwards, it marks the end of what we can 
do now until we can re open the adjoining 
stretch of canal. 

Just a reminder that we will welcome anyone 
who would like to join our Wednesday work 
party. 

 

John Bower  

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 

WILTS & BERKS CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 2005. SEE BACK COVER FOR DETAILS 

Thank you to all involved with the Cricklade 
working party who made me so welcome for a 
flying visit last Sunday morning. I learnt a great 
deal about the river key aqueduct and          
challenges to be faced in Cricklade.  

It was great to see the work underway and see 
the original canal route and the enthusiasm with 
which it is being restored. 

In this instance, seeing certainly was believing 
and it certainly helps me with Dragonfly to put 
faces to names. 

I hope to be able to visit all of the work parties 
over the coming months to show just how much 
progress is being made along the route. 

 

 Richard Bellamy (Dragonfly editor) 

Getting to know you ! 
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We are also lucky enough to have made by Ted 
a  hands on working  model of a lock, the   
children are attracted to it and the Dads quite 
like it as well.   

Ted sadly is no longer with us,  but in his last 
months he and Maureen, (transported by Jan) 
were able to come and see their work and what 
we had done. Then join us for a strawberry 
cream tea on the boat A  memory of a lovely 
sunny day and happy friends (especially as it is 
snowing rather hard at the moment). 

 

At Foxhangers we are lucky to have a lot of 
talented friends. One being Mike Patten-Hall, a 
boat sign writer who paints all the Bruce Trust 
boats. He offered to paint any objects that 
needed it for the museum. 

We had on the boat a rather battered old 
Buckby can given to us by friends, these were 
used on the old working boats to carry their 
water supply and a water scoop that our dogs 
used to drink from. Mike transformed these 
tatty objects into a work of art, with the        
traditional roses, castles and all the special  
designs that go to make up these historical 
paintings and they bring a lovely splash of   
colour to the display. Thanks Mike. 

 

Tony Davey our late Chairman,  brought down 
a large lump of coal and some  bigger bricks 
that were found in the bed of the canal. 

The bricks were made in the kilns along side  
the canal as it progressed. For those of  you 
who ask why bigger  sized bricks? There was a 
tax per brick to pay towards the Napoleonic  

war, (the words stealth tax comes to mind) 

So by making larger ones than the standard size 
they  saved money. 

 

A rather nice glass bottle with a marble for a 
stopper, made by Wm Barnard & Sons London 
for Holland & Co Chippenham. 

Found under 4’ of earth in the water entry 
chamber at Pewsham bottom lock by  Peter 
Salanson. It’s beautiful not a chip or mark on it. 

The latest acquisition was purchased by the   
museum. It  is an audio visual unit which is 
operated by the visitors. It is a two minute tape 
summarising  the work of the Wilts & Berks 
Trust, with a commentary by Timothy West. 

 

We have attended quite a few open days when 
the general public visit. I think the favourite 
must be lambing weekend when the spring 
flowers are beautiful.  The place is alive with 
the sound of families having fun.   

 The high light is the hay wagon ride pulled by 
a tractor, to visit the pens where the sheep give 
birth to their lambs. We find ourselves busy 
from 10am to 5pm, Jan and her team run  the 
display tent in the outside area about 20’ away 
from the  entrance to our section of the        
museum. 

 

There is a group called “Friends of Lackham”, 
we have been so impressed by what is being 
achieved that we have become members. 

 

                                 Keith & Maureen Walker. 

 

 

For further information about the Museum. 

Contact  

Andrew Davis (Museum Curator),  

Lackham Museum of Agriculture & Rural 
Trust, Wiltshie College Lackham, Lacock, 
Chippenham, Wilts, SN15 2NY 

 

Tel: 01249 466847 

e-mail daviaj@wiltscoll.ac.ukdaviaj@wiltscoll.ac.uk 

 

 

Part of a longer article by Keith & Maureen. 
The full article is available from the editor. 
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wood lathe that was used in the workshops at 
Devizes wharf. He asks us if we would like 
them to transport it to Lackham and would it be 
ok if he came personally to see its new home 
and to meet us all? Didn’t he do well? It’s   
surprising what a little cheek can achieve. 

  

In  one of our many brainstorming coffee 
breaks  with Andrew,  the suggestion was 
thrown in that it would be very effective if we 
could have a couple of life size clothes models 
in traditional boat attire.Easier said than done.  

 

Then, while in Marks & Spencer one day I 
thought, what do they do with their old models, 
so I asked a sales lady who pointed me in the 
direction of a young man  busy arranging 
clothes on models. He seemed very interested 
and said to come back in the new year. Come 
the new year he was true to his word,  when Jan 
arrived there were two models ready for      
collection a man and a woman. Thank you 
M&S. 

 

The lathe arrives from Gloucester and we all 
meet up with Tony Condor. He is so keen to 
help us. He gives us advice on how to apply for 
certain grants and gives us his good wishes. 
Then a setback. Our hopes of ongoing contact 
with Tony and the Gloucester Museum were to 
be dashed when he was suddenly made       
redundant by British Waterways. What a loss to 
the historical life and  culture of our canal   
history. 

 

But you never know how quickly something 
else will turn up. Keith was chatting as he        
sometimes does to people who wander down to 
the marina at Lower Foxhangers. (At the     
bottom of the Caen Hill Flight of locks at   
Devizes where we moor our narrow boat 
“Willoughby”). 
The gentleman in question turned out to be 
Brian Oram, a past chairman of the  Kennett & 
Avon Canal Trust. 

 

To cut a long story short, he’d  had an old boat 
that eventually fell apart, but being  fond of her 
he had kept the large old wooden rudder, it was 
at Crofton Pumping Station and if we liked, we 
could have it  as an exhibit  for the museum.  
Would we like it ! It’s surprising what you can 
fit into a Ford Mondeo estate. 

 

The next find is a part of a lock gate found on 
the North Wilts at Moredon, but before it can 
come to Lackham it has to be treated, as     
Andrew cannot allow any wooden objects with 
rot in them into the wooden buildings. One of 
the Swindon group sorts out the problem and 
Henry Smith brings it down to us. The secure 
fixing of these large heavy exhibits was done 
by Terry and his team, very great full we are to 
them. 

 

At the same time one of our chums at the    
marina is refitting his boat. He takes out a   
replica of a boatman’s stove and call’s out is 
this any good to you. Thanks Dave. 

 

Andrew offers us a secure glass display cabinet 
for when  we get delicate and valuable exhibits. 
How do we fill it, well, I take some of my  
treasured lace plates off the wall of Willoughby 
and a few other suitable nick  knack’s and hey 
presto things are looking good. 

 

The models are dressed in their finery, I made 
the woman’s skirt from a charity shop dress, 
plus a cheap Victorian style broach to go at the 
neck of the blouse, the finishing touch was 
Keith’s old safety boots from work for the man, 
he nearly spoilt the whole effect, I found him 
with the boot polish and brushes about to make 
them all lovely and shiny, I don’t think       
boatmen had  clean boots when working. 

 

We had within the Swindon group a beautiful 
model of a working narrow boat which had 
been made by Ted & Maureen Allsworth. 
Placed in the display unit it was the finishing 
touch. 
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It has been a difficult start to the year.  
Initial preparation of the Hayes Knoll 
lock site, at the end of last year, had 
already pushed our resources hard.  At 
times only a minimal amount of work 
could be done at the Aqueduct.   
 
 The Hayes Knoll site has 
been cleared of rubbish and debris.   
Overgrowth of shrubs and trees is  
completely cleared, creating something 
closer to a brown field site, secured 
within a perimeter fence.  Excavating 
the lock itself went well, leaving only 
some soil to be removed from the area.  This is 
in hand and expected to be resolved very soon.      
Thinking caps are employed to resolve the  
problem of where to pump the water, now   
collecting in the lock. 
 
 The River Key Aqueduct has        
progressed and its wing walls are nearer      
completion, thanks to bricky Ron.  Scaffolding 
is erected across the river to construct the    
towpath wall and re-point the original        
stonework.  The cofferdam is bedded well in the 
river, allowing us to pump out the final culvert.  
However, the river is very active this time of 
year and additional pressure can dislodge the 
sand bags sealing the aqueduct edge.  We need a 
bit more than a thumb to put in the dyke!!  This 
can only be successfully repaired when the river 
is low enough, placing us very much in the 
hands of nature. 
 
 

                                                                                   
River Key Aqueduct Coffer Dam 

(Branch photo) 
 
A visit to the branch by Project Officer        
Chaloner Chute outlined support, in particular 
for Hayes Knoll.  Our Trust Chairman, Ken 
Oliver, came the same evening and outlined a 
more professional future while gaining insight 
to problems faced by the Branch.  Many of these 
had fallen onto the shoulders of our usually 
stoic work party organizer, Dave Warren.   
 
Quality in the hours of work done at the      
aqueduct on Sundays is thanks to the            
considerable effort of Dave during the preceding 
week.  Ken assured the meeting that members of 
other branches would be encouraged to be    
involved with this stretch of canal, especially 
because the North Wilts now has a very high 
profile within the Trust.   
 

CRICKLADE 
Chairman:   

Alan Timpson, 11 Pasture Close, Swindon SN2 2UH   Tel  01793 495118 

Secretary:      

Barbara Timpson, 11 Pasture Close, Swindon SN2 2UH  Tel  01793 495118 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 

WILTS & BERKS CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 2005. SEE BACK COVER FOR DETAILS 
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The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 

 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, Stable Cottage, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 9JG                  Tel 01793 770546 

 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

Scaffolding in place at the aqueduct 
(Branch photo) 

 
The Cricklade Branch is looking forward to a 
busy year in which it can gain a more profes-
sional outlook in the even bigger challenges 
ahead. 

 
 
If you are tempted to assist our 
work party, please consider that 
not only would we be eternally 
grateful, (but perhaps more     
importantly), Sue makes exceed-
ingly good tea. 
 
                   
        Paul Robinson 

                       Cricklade Branch 

 

Please contact the Editor (editor@wbct.org.uk), if you know of any local editor@wbct.org.uk), if you know of any local 
organisations or businesses who would be prepared to sponsor or advertise in 
Dragonfly. 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 
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The birth of the Wilts & Berks Museum. 

 

During a visit from Doug Small, he was telling 
us of John Henns contact with Lackham to 
persuade the Curator to allow the Wilts & 
Berks to mount a permanent display within 
their buildings. As Doug talked, he wetted our 
appetite. We decided that  being unable to 
move the boat, (due to the foot and mouth       
outbreak) it would keep us out of mischief and 
give us something positive to contribute to the 
canal group once again, as we had been in semi 
retirement as far as working commitment was 
concerned.  

We arranged to meet up with the Curator    
Andrew Davis. So off we went to a new      
project, it felt good to be involved actively for 
the group again. 

 

Andrew  tells us what space he can allot to us, 
but we would need to fund most of  the project 
ourselves.  He took us to the buildings and   
outside exhibits of the Agriculture & Rural Life 
Museum. We go to a wooden building named 
after Thomas Brown, it is divided into two 
sections,  one contains a mock up of a Smithy, 
with sound effects and other attractions aimed 
at the children who come on school trips and 
during Lackhams open days. 

The second section contains old tractors, at the 
end  is a space used for temporary storage and 
this was where The Wilts & Berks Museum 
would come to life. Andrew agreed that      
together with a gem called Terry, to remove all 
the bits and bobs from the area.  

 

A trip to Swindon is called for to join the   
Swindon scrap store, it is a community project 
for groups, organisations and charities, it    
recycles donated unwanted goods from local 
firms and companies for the princely sum of 
£25 for a year.  It is an Aladdin’s cave, you 
name it they had it, paper, quality A1 card, 

scissors, pens, pencils, materiel, glue etc:  

On browsing around we came across a door 
marked Paint Store, in we went, we thought 
we’d found the pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow, as we had a rather large area of tatty 
walls to cover up. 

We stocked up on paint (a lot of) and we     
became very good paint mixers. Over the    
following months we returned many times for 
supplies. 

 

Andrew calls round a few days later and is  
impressed with our progress. He realises how 
committed to the project we really are. Over 
lunch we all make plans for the lay out, Andrew 
offers us the use of wooden stands to divide our 
section from the tractors, which would be good 
to hang information boards on. We look at each 
other and say Jan Flan, we explain Jan’s many 
talents to Andrew and promptly contact her and 
arrange for her to come on her day off to meet 
Andrew. 

Over the next few weeks we continue the make- 
over. Andrew feels that with the smart new 
paint job it is the floor that rather spoils the 
area, so he suggests that he will get his team to 
paint  the concrete to keep the dust down and 
improve the look.  Afterwards an outline was 
painted on the floor depicting  the size of  a 
boatman’s cabin to show the children just what 
a small space the people had to live in. 

 

Jan’s task is a big one, to create the 7 A1    
display boards that tell our story in words and 
pictures. Now comes the difficult part, to fill 
our little museum, and find artefacts to tell a 
story of the canal and its connection with the 
local area. 

 

Keith contacts the waterways museum at 
Gloucester begging for any items they do not 
want. The next phone call is from the Curator 
Tony Condor, who asks us if we would like a 

WILTSHIRE COLLEGE LACKHAM MUSEUM OF                    
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL LIFE TRUST. 
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Last year saw the first ‘Walk the Wilts & Berks’ event from Chippenham to Lacock. 

 

This year, the Melksham, Chippenham and Calne Branch of the Wilts and Berks Canal 
Trust are organising another sponsored walk following the line of the former waterway.  

The route is from the Buttercross, Market Place, Chippenham (near the canals original 
terminus) to the Bell Inn at Bewley (an original canal-side pub) and back again. 

 

The walk is intended to publicise the work of the Canal Trust in the Chippenham area 
whilst raising funds to restore the canal alongside this beautiful section of countryside. 

Entrants are encouraged to seek sponsorship for each ‘leg’ of the route but will be asked 
to pay a fee of £3 (made payable to the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust) for a map,       
sponsorship form and historical / restoration information relevant to the walk. 

 

At approximately eight miles there and back the walk will be started at 10.30a.m. by 
Chippenham Mayor Mr.Ross Henning, from the ButterCross, Market Place,             
Chippenham. 

Along the way participants will be able to see one of the regular work parties in action 
along the canal and chat with those involved with the restoration. Also a display of     
current restoration projects along the canal line will be available in the garden of The 
Bell, Public House at the bottom of Bowden Hill where the half way point is located.    

 

The walk is open to anyone. One entrant fee can cover individuals, families and youth 
groups who will all be encouraged to join in. Organisers hope to raise several hundred 
pounds from the event which will be used directly to fund the restoration of the Naish 
Hill section between Chippenham and Lacock.  

 
For further information and/or to take part please contact-         

Peter Williams 01249 652248. 

4 Christopher Drive, Chippenham, Wiltshire. SN15 3UT. 

e-mail -   peter.williams32@btinternet.com                          peter.williams32@btinternet.com                          Registered Charity  No:299595  

 WALK THE WILTS & BERKS! 
   Sponsored walk from Chippenham to Lacock and back.    
SUNDAY APRIL 10TH 2005. 

10.30 am Buttercross, Market Place, Chippenham 
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SWINDON 
Chairman:  Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, Swindon SN1 3HW                * Tel  01793 480312 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  01793 775993 

We are finalising the plans to re-connect the 
section beyond Beavens bridge to the 
Westleaze section., We are working in close  
co-operation with the fisheries co-ordinator to 
make sure the work satisfies all users of the 
canal. 

 The canal made an appearance (albeit 
without a credit!) in Bill Oddie’s latest         
television wildlife series. Local water voles 
were the stars.! 

Further discussion about  the town 
Centre route for the North Wilts canal indicate 
some modifications to our proposal. If         
technically feasible they will be discussed with 
the New Swindon Company 

 We have applied for planning      
permission for Mouldon Hill project. Southern 
& Scottish Electricity have now moved the 
power lines over the canal. Assuming          
permission is granted the project will be put out 
to tender. We have had a very useful meeting 
with the Environment Agency  to discuss long 

term water resources for the canal. 

 The  January social was well attended 
and our  thanks to Keith Walker for an        
interesting viewing of the journey of the Token 
Ton to Cricklade. 

 

   Ken Oliver 

   Chair 

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.swindoncanals.co.ukwww.swindoncanals.co.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

TRIP BOAT CO-ORDINATOR:  Ceri Evans-Ford                                                             Tel 07753 753948 

 

Details of Sunday work parties can be obtained from the Secretary  

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 
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WEST VALE 
Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR               * Tel  01793 480312 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF                 Tel  01793 775993 

Well as I said in the last issue, things do 
change, well some do and I’m sorry to say 
some don’t! 
Good news first, we have finally received   
permission from Oxfordshire Couty Council 
Bridges Dept. to rebuild Steppingstone Lane 
Bridge. They have approved our designs, well 
rather David van der Cruyssen’s designs, many 
thanks David, without your help it wouldn’t 
have happened. 

 

More good news is that Waterway Recovery 
Group are to hold a week long summer camp 
helping us with re-building the bridge, and with 
a further weekend camp from London WRG in 
the autumn we should soon make significant 
progress. 

 

The usual boring maintenance jobs continue, 
mostly hedging jobs at the moment trying to 
fetch all the hedges up to a good standard   
before the bird nesting season so that we can 
then concentrate on preparation work for the 
bridge. 

 

Now the bad news, not too bad though, just 
disappointing as its been tempered by actual 
progress on another lease. However the lease 
we had hoped would be signed in February 
stumbled at the final hurdle, there was that ‘slip 
between cup and lip’, but more negotiations 
with the landlords on site have proved fruitful 
and further agreements have been made, so we 
are still hopeful that this lease will be finalised 
soon. More paperwork! And the other is pro-
gressing – spring has sprung! 

 

Lots more work in the pipeline – where’s the 
volunteers? 

 

Alan Norris 

The West Vale Branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Chris Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF        Tel  01793 782776  

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 
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How often do you see the bright blue of     
kingfishers or hear the distinctive ‘plop’ of 
water voles whilst out on the water?  How 
about the elusive otter or the dramatic Ruddy 
Darter?   

A regular visitor to the Wilts and Berks ? 

(Darin Smith) 

 

By making a note of what, when and where you 
see wildlife within Wiltshire, you can help the 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and the Swindon and 
Wiltshire Biological Records Centre to       
safeguard our wildlife.  Despite thousands of 
records there are still many gaps in our    
knowledge and this is where the Wildlife 

Counts Project comes in, by encouraging     
amateur wildlife spotters to send us their    
sightings. 

 

It doesn’t involve much more than a notebook 
and pencil and jotting down details of any   
wildlife you see, just remember that a grid  
reference or full description of where you see 
anything is vital.  We have chosen 32 species 
that are good indicators of their habitat and 
therefore, over time, will tell us how our    
wildlife is fairing.  These include mammals, 
birds, plants, insects and amphibians.  As   
regular users of our waterways, you will be best 
placed to see many of the species and your 
sightings will be vital in helping us to safeguard 
their future. 

 

For more details of the project come along to 
any of the road shows listed below, or contact 
Carolynn Jureidini, project officer, on (01380) 
725670 ext 351 or       

carolynnj@wiltshirewildlife.orgcarolynnj@wiltshirewildlife.org 

 

  Carolynn Jureidini 

  Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

Wildlife Counts ! 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust—Road Shows 
 

Saturday 16th April  Grovelands Way, Warminster 2pm—4pm 

Thursday 28th April Caen Hill Locks, Devizes  4pm—6pm 

Saturday 30th April Lords Walk, Amesbury  2pm—4pm 

Thursday 5th May  Avon Valley Reserve, Salisbury 4pm—6pm 

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR PLACE 
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On 18th January, the sound of laughter could be 
heard coming from the room adjacent to the 
office where a group of eight people blue were 
busy working away on a long table. 

Someone was sorting labels, sticking labels, 
sorting yellow and white leaflets, stuffing things 
into envelopes, sticking on stampsand last of all 
someone supplying non stop tea and biscuits. 

Wootton Bassett Branch members packing 
and posting Dragonfly 95 (Roy Cartwright) 

The laughter and work lasted about three hours. 
At the end, twelve sacks were ready for Royal 
Mail collection  A total of 1500 Dragonfly 
Magazines had been processed . 

 

Many thanks to our Dragonfly Despatch Team -
John Bowyer, Roy Cartwright, Vic Miller, 

Frank Keohane, Artur Loveridge,   
Graham Smith, Peter Smith, and 
Heather Young. Also to the team    
behind Dragonfly-Tim Preece, Chris 
Toms and all the contributors. 

 

At this point we pay tribute to the work 
carried out by Trust Members to     
circulate the Dragonfly prior to edition 
95. Thank you all for your individual 
contributions. 

 

If any one can spare a few hours four 
times a year and would like to help with 

the next Dragonfly please ring the office on  
01793-848157 or 0845 226-8567 (local rate) 

The restoration work at Dauntsey Lock is    
nearing completion after eleven years' effort by 
Trust members, WRG volunteers and WRG 
camps.  The Foxham/Lyneham branch work 
party has been generously supported by the 
landlord of the Peterborough Arms in allowing 
access through his car park.   

However, in recent weeks, an increasing    
number of people have been parking in the car 
park before going for a walk along the canal 
towpath, which is not yet in a safe                
condition. Some people claim to be Trust  
members, whilst others were simply going for a 
walk. 

Philip Glover has asked me to remind Trust 
members that the Pub car park is private, and 

for customer parking only, although he allows 
work party members to park at the rear of the 
Pub, with prior notice, at weekends. 

  

The canal itself is in private ownership, and its 
restoration is not yet completed to a satisfactory 
standard to allow public access.  In the      
meantime, I am happy to escort groups on    
pre-arranged walks along the canal.  Trust 
members should also seek prior permission to 
park in the car park. 

  

  

  Rachael Banyard 

Dauntsey Lock and the Peterborough Arms  

With thanks to the backroom team 
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EAST VALE 

Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 

 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale worksites extend over three and a half miles and are six in number, Grove Common 
Lock, Elms Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the 
bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 

 

The current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to 
the southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the re-
building of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

 

PEWSEY BRANCH 
 

For details please contact Melksham branch (see page 10) 
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SNIPPETS FROM THE PAST 

(Reprinted with permission from Evening Advertiser, Swindon. This article originally appeared 
May 4th 1863 

Notice is given that fishing in the canal will in future be STRICTLY PRESERVED. 
 
All persons are therefore requested to abstain from fishing without an order, which can only be 
obtained on application to Mr Dunsford, at the canal office, Swindon. 
 
The orders, which will not be transferable will be granted for six months, commencing from 1st 
May and will be available at any part of the Summit Level, which is eight and a half miles in 
length, and also the North Wilts Branch, nine miles to fish with one rod and line, from the      
towing-path side only, the charge for order will be ten shillings. 
 
Persons detecting fishing after this notice without an order will be prosecuted. Boatmen detected 
fishing will in future be punished as provided by Act of Parliament. 
 
Henry Lyde Dunsford (Superintendent) 
Swindon April 18th 1863 

In your issue 12th inst, there appeared an advertisement emanating, I presume, from the Wilts & 
Berks Canal Company, intimating that the sole rights of fishing in the canal was to be let        
commencing May 1st 1879. 

I as a great lover of the gentle craft, and for nine years a season ticket holder, should like to ask 
the said company what protection they can guarantee the lessee against netting and other illegal 
methods of capturing fish, which I regret to say, is carried on in the most determined and ruthless 
manner, without the slightest regard to the size, condition or season of the year. 

Now if the company can and will prevent those who resort to these means and unsportsmanlike 
practices I for one, would use my best endeavours to protect their interests in this matter, and I 
can further assure them there are men who are also desirous of preserving and rendering the canal  
a good fishing resort, so that the numerous votories of the rod and line may enjoy a fair day’s 
sport and not as it is now, walk half a mile and not catch a bait. 

Thank you for the space you have so kindly devoted to this piscatorial grievance 

An Old Waltonian—New Swindon April 23rd 1879 

SNIPPETS FROM THE PAST 

(Reprinted with permission from Evening Advertiser, Swindon. The reply to the article above 
was printed 28th April 1879 
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MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM BRANCH 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the First Annual General Meeting of the Melksham Calne &         
Chippenham Branch  (previously the separate branches of Melksham, Calne & Chippenham) of the 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust will be held at The Rachel Fowler Centre, Market Place, 
Melksham on Tuesday 14th June 2005 at 8.OO pm for the following purpose: 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence. 

2. To approve the minutes of the last (Melksham Branch) Annual General Meeting. 

3. To receive the chairman's report for the year  to date. 

4. To elect the Branch Officers. 

   The Chairman 

   The Vice-Chairman 

   The Finance Officer 

   The Secretary 

   The Work Party Organiser 

5. To consider any other appropriate business.  

 

Nominations for any of the above officers of the branch are to be given in writing to the secretary by 
the 1st June 2005       

 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

We look forward to meeting as many members as possible at the AGM and at our regular meetings 
on the second Tuesday of the month - 8.00pm King’s Arms, Melksham 

 

Christine Watt  (Mrs) 

SECRETARY 

24, Folly Field 

Bradford-on-Avon 

Wiltshire BA15 1XA 
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   Now available in sizes large, XL & XXL 

   Colour:  BLUE with logo in YELLOW 

 

   Sweatshirts ……………………..£ 9.95 

   Polo Shirts ……………………..£ 7.95 

   T-Shirt …………………………£ 4.95 

   PLUS P.&P ……………………£ 1.50 (per item) 

Please send your order, stating size 

             To: Graham Smith, The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, 

       Newbury, Berks, RG14 1HR 

 

Cheques payable to WBCT 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 

Wilts and Berks Trust Lapel Badges 
Please send £2.50 plus a stamped, addressed envelope to: 

 
      Janet Flanagan 
      217 Marlborough Road 
      Swindon 
      SN3 1NN 
 

 

 

Just published … A new booklet by Reg Wilkinson 

A Waterway to Wantage 
A5, 44 pages, containing six articles with maps, drawings and photographs. 
Reg was a key player in raising the interest for restoring the canal. He was with Jack Dalby in 
Jack’s initial explorations and took many excellent photographs of the canal which are now in 
our archives 
    £4.25 including p&p. 
    Cheques payable to WBCT 
Order your copy now: 

From       Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, Maidenhead, Berks., SL6 6DF 
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Chaddington Lock before work  

commenced (John Bower) 

Before and after photographs of     
Chaddington lock restoration.  Or more 
accurately, rebuilding.  Can you spot 
the difference?  The lock has been  
rebuilt but the bridge is totally new.  
[See front cover—Ed] 

 The project has taken over four years 
and thousands of hours of volunteer 
effort.  We have had a core of stalwart 
volunteers, those who have joined us 
for a few months or a couple of years 
and many others who have come with visiting 
work parties from canal     restoration groups 
around the country. We have gone as far as we 
can with the rebuilding and are looking forward 

to the official    ceremony which will 
mark the        completion of this project 
and the start of the next  - which could 
be one of a number of options.  Watch 
this space.   

 

  John Bower 

 

 

 

 

Chaddington Lock restored/rebuilt,             
photographed from the same position 

(John Bower) 

Chaddington Lock 
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Further details about the topping-out of Chaddington Lock can be found in Partnership News 
(see page 5). Needless to say, Dragonfly will aim to report on the day in the July edition for those 
unable to make the event.—Ed 
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