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Wilts and Berks Canal Trust
Annual General Meeting

Where: Rachel Fowler Centre, Market
Place, Melksham, Wiltshire

SN12 6EX

When: Saturday, 22nd October 2005,
starting at 4.00pm.

Please make a note in your diaries to attend
this year’s A.G.M. Full details are included in
this edition of Dragonfly

For any further information please contact
the Administrator on 0845 226 8567
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WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595
RESTORING THE WESSEX WATERWAYS THROUGH WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered Address: The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, Berks RG14 1HR

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable water-
way linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames &
Severn canal near Cricklade

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and
feasibility of the proposed restoration.

b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration.

c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies.

d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will
facilitate restoration of the canal.

e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal.

Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all.
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s.
Company and Society membership is also available.

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

Copyright © 2004 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

DATAPROTECTION ACT
The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998

President Dr David Fletcher C.B.E.

Vice President and Founder Neil Rumbold

Vice Presidents Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper
Information Line TEL: 01628 544666

Internet Address http://www.wbct.org.uk

COVER: [Dragonfly inset:] Henry de Salis’ steam inspection launch “Dragon Fly III” at
Ardington Top Lock in 1893

PHOTOGRAPH: Weed cutting in the Wootton Bassett stretch of the Wilts & Berks (Peter
Smith)

TRUST OFFICIALS
CHAIRMAN: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, SWINDON SN1 3HW * Tel :01793 480312
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8JL * Tel :01793 783024
SECRETARY: Graham Smith, The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, RG14 1HR * Tel :01635 580356
TREASURER: Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, SWINDON, SN5 4JG * Tel :01793 771548
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ADMINISTRATOR: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7AU * Tel:0845 226 8567

RESTORATION & ENGINEERING
RESTORATION: Peter Smith, 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7EL * Tel :01793 636597
ENGINEERING: Richard Hignett, 7 Victory Row, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7BE * Tel: 01793 855631

ENGINEERING: Alastair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell Street, CIRENCESTER, GL7 2BQ *Tel : 01285 652006
PLANT OFFICER and WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP REPRESENTATIVE:

George Eycott, 36 Grange Court, Boundary Road, NEWBURY, RG14 7PH * Tel :01635 569449
HEALTH & SAFETY ADVISER: Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, SWINDON, SN1 2PN Tel :01793 336195

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGIST: Vacant
BRICKWORK ADVISER: Ron Robertson, 43 Moredon Park, Moredon, SWINDON, SN2 2L X Tel :07712 723590

LANDOWNER & LOCAL AUTHORITY LIAISON

LEADER: Vic Miller, 21 Honeyhill, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7DX * Tel :01793 853655
WiLTs CC and N WiLTs DC:

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sneridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 81J * Tel :01793 850310
WEST WILTS DC and KENNET DC:

Colin Fletcher, Cower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, DEVIZES, SN10 1SS * Tel :01380 828254
SWINDON BC: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, SWINDON SN1 3HW * Tel :01793 480312
OXFORDSHIRE CC and VALE OF WHITE HORSE DC:

Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, WANTAGE, OX12 7DN * Tel :01235 762555
LANDOWNER DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR:

Richard Breese, 2 Church Close, Lambourn, HUNGERFORD, RG17 8PU * Tel :01488 73149
MEMBERSHIP & PUBLICITY
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Chris_Toms, 16 Firham Park Avenue, Harold Wood, ROMFORD, RM3 0SJ * Tel :01708 342036
CHAIRMAN, PuBLICITY: Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, WARWICK, CV34 6NE * Tel :01926 311295
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ARCHIVIST: Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, MAIDENHEAD, SL6 6DF * Tel :01628 544666

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR: Dave Chivers,2 Bankwaters Road, Rudloe, CORSHAM, SN13 OLY * Tel:01225 810545

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
SECRETARY, TREASURER and ADMINISTRATOR: See under ‘Trust Officials’ above
INSURANCE ADM INISTRATOR: Vacant — contact Trust Administrator

FUNDRAISING ADVISOR: Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, ABINGDON, OX14 1QP * Tel: 01235 204115

GIFT AID OFFICER: David Chalmers, 40 Greenleaze, Knowle Park, BRISTOL, BS4 2TL *Tel: 0117 972 0423
ENTRUST LIAISON OFFICER: lan Skerry, 16 Chapel Hill, Watchfield, SWINDON, SN6 8TA * Tel :01793 784197
SECRETARY (E-SYSTEMS): George Eycott (address under ‘Restoration’ above) * Tel:01635 569449

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT: The names of members of the Council of Management (CoM) are underlined
above. Ray Aldridge and * Rachael Banyard are also members.
E-MAIL ADDRESSES: Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail
address of the form fi rstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (“firstname’ and “lastname’ are as printed in the listing).

Wilts & Berks CANAL PARTNERSHIP
Project Officer: Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, CHIPPENHAM, SN15 1ER * Tel: 01249 706494
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Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List

Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? ‘Training is

given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? There is plenty to

do and you will be joining a great team!

Job Area Job Descrip- Time Needed Contact
tion/ Expertise/ per week/
Input Needed | month or Year
Grass Cutting / 6 hours per John Bower
1 Wootton Bassett Maintenance month in Spring
and Summer 01793 636297
i i Jan Flanagan
’ W.WI|tS. Festival | Personnel to 28-30th July
Trowbridge staff Trust stand 01793 523048
Nat. Waterway | e connel to Jan Flanagan
3 Festival, staff Trust stand 27-29th July
Cheshire 01793 523048
Administrator
4 Wootton Bassett Dragonfly pack Ap_prox 1/2 day,
and post team 4 times a year
Meetlngs_ Sec. to_Publlcny 3-4 days admin Luke Walker
5 monthly in Committee er month
Swindon (minutes & post) P 07979 862195

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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EDITORIAL

Editor: Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk

How quickly the past three months have passed!
And it has certainly been eventful. Our first
conference in April, events at Lackham, East
Vale and the topping off at Chaddington Lock.
It seemed there was an event of some kind every
week.

Then between activity were the e-mails. Thank
you for the kind words and encouragement at
the first Dragonfly under my editorship. (And
apologies for those errors which slipped
through).

This edition contains the formal notification of
the Annual General Meeting and annual
accounts. As a result, there has been fairly stiff
competition for space. | have given priority to
the items with the widest audience or where
time is of the essence. However, if your content
is not in this edition 1 will try my best to include
it in future editions.

Just a brief reply to a couple of frequent
questions. Firstly, the central map has been
subject to many comments. Most seem to say
that it has had its day and the space could be
better used. | hope that we will have a new
central page in the next edition. This will focus
on particular branch restoration sites along with
access to the route(s).

Next, a number of comments about the front and
back covers. It seems you either love it or hate
it. Any suggestions would be greatly
appreciated.

A number of members have asked whether
Dragonfly can be made available via the
website. I’'m pleased to confirm that this will be
in place starting with the next edition. | can also

Tel 07973 172202

provide some of the longer articles in their
unedited format via that route. Hopefully, this
will also help spread the word a little wider.

One appeal—your photographs are always well
received. Could | ask that you let me know a
little about the content and the name of the
photographer, that way | can ensure the caption
and credits are correct.

Finally, it may seem a long way off, but
Dragonfly 100 is already on the horizon. I’'m
hoping to make the one hundredth edition
something special. If there is anything you
would like to see included, or have any ideas
you’d like considered please contact me via the
website

Richard Bellamy
Dragonfly Editor

DRAGONFLY 98

The next edition of Dragonfly will be issued
mid October , 2005.

Please send articles and reports for inclusion
by 1st September 2005

E-mail to Richard.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk

Could your business benefit from an advert in Dragonfly, if so please contact
The Editor




CHAIR CHAT
KEN OLIVER

This will be the last chair chat for
awhile in Dragonfly as like so many other
areas of the project it is time to review,
renew, and revive.

In the next edition this space will
start to look at the detail of the 10 year plan
to take restoration to 2014. Council is
acutely aware that the role of the Trust is
changing and in order to fulfil the
promise of more restoration, we need to
address projects in a different way. We
were reminded by our civil engineering
team that while we might think we are
restoring the canal and its structures as an
asset, if procedures, plans, and
documentation are not in place, the asset
could quickly become a liability either for
the Trust or the eventual operators of the
canal. | would emphasise that the Trust and
its teams of volunteers is more than
capable of restoring significant parts of the
canal. The secret of long-term success will
be in the way the projects are controlled
and managed.

I would like to record my thanks
to Jan Flanagan and Luke Walker for
having the idea of the April Canal
Conference and for the execution of a day
that I think was well received by all who
attended. We all learnt from the day and
when we have the next one (in a couple of
years!) we will make it even better.

The credibility of the full
restoration as far as outside agencies and
authorities are concerned, relies on our
ability to deliver our plans. In order to
achieve this I return to our current major
objective of being able to generate
significant funds to do the work. I look
forward soon to working with a new
fundraising director, who is no doubt
reading this now, but just has not yet
taken on the challenge!

Ken Oliver

Canal Line Guide and Newsletter

By the time you receive this edition of
Dragonfly, the Canal Guide and Newsletter will
have been sent to all landowners, councillors,
MP’s and interested parties living along the line
of the canal from Semington to Abingdon.

It is hoped that the publications will serve two
purposes: To help impart new contact with the
role of the Trust and also to give regular
updates to those persons who are already aware
of the work of the Wilts & Berks.

Our thanks are extended first to Phil Mellor

whose idea and inspiration named and created
these publications. Secondly, thanks are
extended to Wilts and Berks Canal Partnership
members, Wiltshire County Council who
generously paid for (and printed) the magazine.

Please feel free to let the office know of any
recipients you would like to see receive these
publications.

Ann O’Donoghue

Administrator

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

By

Chris Toms

Welcome to the following 37 new members and Friends of the Canal:

Mr T Nutley, Swindon

Ms J Marriwer, Swindon

T & A Hooper, N Harrow, Middlesex
Mr & Mrs N James, Lutterworth, Leics
Mr & Mrs N McLoughlin, Calne

Mr D W Martin, Woking, Surrey

Mr M Cooper, Saltford, Bristol

Mrs V Le Roux, Salisbury

Mr & Mrs S Canniford, Swindon

Mr & Mrs T Pretlove, Reading

Mr & Mrs D Ford, Lyneham

Mr D Clark, Streatham, London

Mr C Allen, Swindon

U F Pennock, Calne

Miss M E Butler, Ongar, Essex

Mr J Minns, Abingdon

Mr & Mrs P Hines, Chippenham

A L Maclaren, Newton Mearns, Glasgow
Mr R J Stenlake, Street, Somerset

Mr C Mann, Bath

Mr G Linsley, Abingdon

Mr R Thomas, Urchfont, Devizes

Mr & Mrs R J Parkhouse, Swindon
Mrs D Jesson, Swindon

Mrs P lles, Swindon

Mr & Mrs D Allison, Newport Pagnell, Bucks
Mr & Mrs G Blackburn, Wootton Bassett

We need to make sure membership continues
to rise and now is our main recruiting season.
Canyou help?

2005 - The Year of the Volunteer. Volunteers
are the power behind restoration - do you fancy
having a go? We particularly need, for instance,
people to back up those already involved, for
instance branch chairmen and work party organ-
isers. See also the Volunteer Wish List. Don’t
worry if you feel you have no experience — we
all started like that! Why not ring one of the
contact numbers in Dragonfly and have a chat,
or go to a branch meeting.

Trust Office. Ann is doing a great job in our
office in Wootton Bassett. It is really raising the
profile of the Trust and is also becoming a use-
ful source of new members. If you have not
done so already, why not pay it a visit — and
take a friend?

Total membership
Isnow 1713

(at 22/05/05)

Thanks to the ‘Trust Team’ - everyone—who has helped to increase the support for the Trust by
getting involved with their branch, helping at events and with publicity, recruiting members,
sending donations with subscriptions and renewing membership every year. We are getting busier
and busier—and more volunteers are needed for all kinds of jobs, Please get in touch with your

branch—it’s also fun !
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Dear Richard

In the last Dragonfly there was a letter from
Stephen Graham saying that he was amazed at
how few people know of the canal. | was NOT
surprised about this.

Publicity is hard work and you have to
continually keep at it. You have to give people
the vision and also make sure that they keep on
coming across the name of the canal. Not an
easy  business.

To this end I thoroughly applaud
Maureen and Keith Walker's work
getting the Wilts & Berks museum up
and running at Lackham college. The
Trust should aim to have places (visitor
centres / tea rooms / trip boats) along
the canal line continually publicising
the fact that the canal is there. The
Lackham College Museum is a start.

We in the Bath & Bristol area have the
largest population of the Wessex
Waterway (Network). We have
opportunity to improve awareness of
the canals in the area, but help is needed.

John Henn (Bath & Bristol)

Dear Richard,

I was reading Swindon through the years as part
of my interest in the town history. | read about
the Cetus buildings which were used to house
the canal navvies. Do you know if this s this still
standing? If so, where can | find it in the town?

Adam Timms Swindon

[Adam, - The Cetus (latin for whale) buildings

were indeed built to house the canal workmen in

the 1840’s. Unfortunately, it was demolished in
the mid 1960°s and nothing remains visible
today. However, the site can be found as the
grassed area to the east of Whale Bridge
Roundabout—Ed]

Dear Richard,

I recently visited Challow looking for the Kings
Bridge. | found marks in the fields where it may
have been ? Does the Trust have an archive
photograph of the bridge in water?

Alan Baines Wantage

Kings Bridge at East Challow
(Brian Stovold/Branch)

[Alan, here is a recent photograph of Kings
Bridge at East Challow. I think your field
markings may be something else. For the exact
location and further details please contact East
Vale branch]
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Partnership News

Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &
Berks Canal Partnership writes:

One of the joys of canals is the discovery of
quiet backwaters that no-one else seems to have
stumbled upon. In our haste to explore old
favourites such as the Thames or the Kennet &
Avon, we often forget about the lesser-known
waterways.

These tranquil backwaters, half-forgotten canals
carrying very different cargoes then, can be
found the length and breadth of the country.
Sometimes in the most unlikely of places such
as the Leominster Canal in Herefordshire.
Work started in the 1790s on a 46-mile
cross-country route that would link the Severn
at Stourport, the quiet Herefordshire town of
Leominster, and Kington in Shropshire. It
would be hard to imagine an even more rural
waterway than the Wilts & Berks, or one less
likely to succeed commercially.

But parts of the Wilts & Berks are now
gradually opening up for people to explore. It is
in this context that we are now considering
some new signs at key locations. It’s all about
public access and enjoyment, information,
education, history, wildlife, a local and regional
context, the project itself, and of course new
members!

Some bits are still entirely derelict, partly in
filled or earmarked for restoration, but a little
beavering around for remains is sure to reveal a
link with the past and a vital part of local
identity.

Links to the Past

One is then minded of past generations of those
who lived and worked on the Wilts & Berks
canal that has so many treasures yet to yield. It
is also a uniquely pretty canal that trundles
through some of the most beautiful countryside,

which is so appealing at this time of year in
early summer. Everything is particularly damp
and lush green at the moment!

And a strong characteristic of canal restoration
has been how it links past endeavours and
experience with today’s determined efforts by
navvies of the 21%* century. Several recent
happenings on the Wilts & Berks Canal reflect
this subtle thread that bonds the past two
centuries.

Newsletter

Hopefully you will all have received the new
Wilts & Berks Newsletter and Guide. This is a
first bold attempt to communicate our plans and
progress to a much wider audience. Copies will
be available in Town Halls, libraries, parishes,
villages and places like the Kennett & Avon
shop. All landowners receive a copy. | would
like to thank the editorial team and the County
Council for a first great effort. We are now
seeking another member to join the editorial
team.....please get in touch if this appeals to
you!

Chaloner Chute
Project Officer

[See pages 20-21 for Chaloner’s article relating
to Chaddington lock—Ed ]



AROUND THE BRANCHES

A regular look at what’s happening along the line.

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information.

Please feel free to contact the appropriate officer for further relevant details

BATHAND BRISTOL

Chairman: Clem Barnett, Fledgeling House, Burgundy Road, Minehead Somerset TA24 5QJ

Secretary:  Vacant

Russ and | went to Lackham County College
Spring Lambing Fair again in March. This time
round the weather was so much better. The grey
foggy morning turned into a beautiful spring
afternoon, and the crowds were out in force to
make the most of the first sunny day of the
season. If you haven’t been to Lackham before,
you really should go next spring. The long
drive into the college campus winds through
paddocks and woodland, and is lined with
daffodils, primroses, crocuses and hyacinths.
You should also look out for pheasants in the
fields, and squirrels darting across the road.

Vic Miller reported a quiet morning as far as the
stall went. We took over at 12 and although
people were coming in to look at the display, it
wasn’t the quantity expected for the number of
people on site. No doubt everyone wanted to
stay in the sunshine. The ‘“make-your-own-
dragonfly” table in contrast had a roaring trade
all day, with a constant crowd of children
waiting to try their hand. The table was
opposite the stand and Keith Walker noticed
that there was no sign on the table to indicate
that it was part of the Wilts and Berks Canal
Trust. This no doubt meant that all the proud
adults standing around watching their creative

Tel 07866 535080

offspring at work did not realise the connection.
If possible next year, the table should be in
immediate proximately to the display, so those
manning the stand can grab the adults and drag
them in to look at the presentation while
beautiful blue-winged pipecleaner dragonflies
are being created.

In the last Dragonfly | indicated that it was to be
my last epistle. “So why are you still writing?”
I hear you ask. Our branch AGM was held at
The Riverside on 21* March 2005. (Apparently
we have never held our meetings at Saltford
Marina, they have always been at the
Riverside!) The bar was particularly dimly lit
and Clem struggled to read his notes until
someone went to their car to fetch a torch.
Clem managed to hold the AGM before the
batteries in the 2" torch gave up the ghost and |
stood down as Branch Dragonfly Contributor. 1
was presently with a bottle of fizzy stuff in
honour. Thanks everyone. Your new reporter is
John Henn, but John being the busy chap that he
is can’t take over until after June, hence this
really is my last report. Definitely. Undeniably.
No doubt about it. Unquestionably!

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.

Dear Richard,

Thanks for publishing my letter about the canal
on TV (Dragonfly 96). A friend has just given
us a newspaper article from the Sunday Times
dated 3 April, the Living section about
property. This is a full page article about

the Wilts & Berks and  housing being

built along it, there is a photo of people

cycling along the towpath at Grove, it

gives the impression that the Trust is in
partnership with building firms for a

share of the profits for restoration!?. It

even says that the Trust has been doing
research into how much more valuable
property is if it is near water, that we are

in partnership with Bryant Homes and
Tarmac, that British Waterways have
researched that so much money is generated that
canals are restored. There is a phone number
and the web site address given for the Trust. Sir
Frank Williams of Formula 1 gets a mention as
being in support of the scheme. How come we
haven't read any of this in the journal?!, is there
any truth in it?

Julie Gray, Abingdon

[Julie—Space beat me I'm afraid, but I am
working on a more detailed article for the next
edition—Ed]

Dear Richard,

My mum my sister and | looked at your last

book and saw the water vole picture. When we
went to Swindon I didn’t see them but I did see
a stalk. It was a tall bird with long thin legs but

Heather— I'm afraid your mum is right, storks
are found in Europe but not wild in Britain. But
you may have seen a frequent visitor to ponds
and the canal — the Heron. This is a grey
Heron which can often be seen on stretches of
the canal in water. —Ed

Grey Heron (Paul Gale)

(www.galleryofbirds.com)

Dear Richard,

Has something changed with Dragonfly? The
print which so often blackened my fingers
didn’t budge on the last edition and the
photographs look sharper. Or is it just me?

Andrew Cottle
Melksham

[Well spotted! A couple of changes took place
with Dragonfly 96. We changed our printers
and the software used to edit the publication.
This probably accounts for the non-slip ink—

my mum didn't see it. My mum says stalks don’t Ed]

live here. Have you seen any ?

Heather (Age 10"?)
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TO THE EDITOR

Please feel free to write in with your comments, concerns or ask questions, the more the merrier !

Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.uk

Dear Richard,

I was honoured to have been invited to declare
Chaddington Lock open - or ‘topped-off” in
canal parlance - on 13 April 2005. It was a
grand occasion and the weather was kind to us.
These events take a lot of organisation and

I congratulate those who took part in making it
such a success.

The completion of this lock is a great tribute to
the restoration and project management of the
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust. It also shows what
has been achieved with Partnership funding. But
high praise must be given to John Bower and his
team of stalwart volunteers who have not only
made the restoration of this lock possible but by
doing so have shown their faith in the
restoration of the Wilts & Berks canal as a
whole.

Tony used to take me to Chaddington
Lock from time to time to see the pro-
gress, and to enjoy the stroll alongside the
wild flower meadow. He would have been
so proud of this achievement. On his be-
half I thank all of you who made this
possible.

Juanita Davy

Dear Richard,

simply sitting and relaxing. | for one would like
to see more along the route when restored.
Could you tell me where it was purchased as |
would like to buy one for the garden ?

Les Gould
Stratton

(Similar requests were also received from Mr G
Amey of Abingdon and Mr K Jenner of
Cricklade—Ed) The The bench company were
called 'Forest Products Limited', Ross Road,
Huntley, Glos. GL19 3EY. Tel- 01452 830680.
Their Head Office is at Lightmoor Works,
Cinderford, Glos. GL14 3HU. Tel -01594
822223. Further details from Peter Williams
(see Chippenham Branch report)

Branch workparty installing a new bench at
Double Bridge, Naish Hill, Lacock (Conway
Grant)

After the formal AGM Luke Walker joined us
having driven countless miles for the more
informal part of the evening. Thank you Luke,
sorry there were only 8 of us there to welcome
you that evening.

A few more of us were at the next Branch
Meeting on 16" May. Those who had attended
the Canal Conference reported back to the rest
of us and offered congratulations to Jan
Flanagan and Luke Walker for their sterling
efforts. On the social side of things Ros had a
party to celebrate a big birthday, which was
most enjoyable, and Betty also celebrated a big
birthday with an 0 on the end of it. | am of
course too polite to mention how grown-up they
are now.

Again, on the social side of things, our next
meeting will be in a slightly different format
from the run-of-the-mill assembly when we
converge on John Henn’s back garden for a
combined conference and game of croquet on
Saturday 16" July. Hopefully the sun will shine
and the wine will flow, so John will have

something to write about in September. He will
also be telling you about this summer’s Bristol
Harbour Regatta then. Good Luck John, I hand
you the reins.

One final request before | go. Can | remind all
first-aid box holders to regularly check the
expiry dates on the contents and replace them as
required. A colleague of mine at Bristol City
Council organises charity runs to Romania. He
tells me that some orphanages over there are so
desperate for supplies that they will gladly
accept out-of-date dressings. If you are able,
please forward any unused supplies which are
no longer required to the Bath & Bristol Branch,
and | will ensure they make their way to
Romania. Thank you.

Dawn Parsons
Bath and Bristol Branch

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-

day of each month.

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL

Tel 01225 830469

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested.
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM

Chairman: Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, Devizes SN10 1SS
Secretary:  Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA

Tel: 01380 828254
Tel: 01225 865246

How nice to see the bench installed near
Lacock. So often we forget the pleasure of
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The branch AGM, rapidly approaching, will
complete our first full year as the enlarged
MCC branch following the merger of
Melksham Calne & Chippenham branches, last
June. Pressure of work elsewhere compels me
to step down as chairman after an enjoyable and
rewarding period. Nothing could have been
achieved during these years without the
whole-hearted support and strength of the
branch officers and active members. Dave
Newhby has been vice chairman throughout that
time and Christine Watt has been our branch
secretary since the dawn of recorded history.
Diana Hunter continues as our branch treasurer
and puts the fear of divine retribution in all
transgressors. Alice Boyd has injected energy
and enthusiasm and has extended our range of
activities to include an annual quiz night,
skittles evening and a regular supply of
speakers for our branch meetings.

It has been a particular pleasure to welcome
back our first branch chairman, the ever
youthful Peter Williams who has established
the Chippenham to Lacock sponsored walk and
has given a large number of illustrated talks and
guided walks. Six years ago we opened our
first canal clearing site at Forest Farm with
Anthony Tidey as Work Party Officer; two
more sites have been added since and the
increased burden has been shared by the
addition of Doug Harris and Bob Howlett.
Perhaps twenty branch members attend our
twice monthly work parties when they are able;
some regularly, others come when they can.
The achievements during these years are a
tribute to voluntary effort and | am aware that
the list of names above does less than justice to
so many more who help unstintingly.

But it is not all physical labour, in fact we are
involved in a wide range of activities. In April,
for example, a small group of us met at

Lyneham where we received a sheet of paper
and no guidance. Bob and Linda Howlett
walked quietly behind us watching our efforts
with amusement, though truth to tell only the
chairman became confused. Our purpose was to
test a walk prepared by Bob and Linda that took
us across broken country to the north of
Dauntsey Bank. We descended to the course of
the canal and made our way towards Seven
Locks where Luke Walker and his friends were
on hand to give us a tour of the very impressive
works. Our return journey along Bowds Lane
brought us back to the high ground where we
caught a glimpse of Tockenham Reservoir, then
struck south for Lyneham again. The route
now brought us along the top of an
extraordinary vertical cliff at the edge of a flat
field of corn with glorious views across north
west Wiltshire and the distant Cotswolds; this is
one more tested walk for the Wilts & Berks
Walking Book.

The depth of commitment among our active
branch members was demonstrated again
during the last days of May over the long the
bank holiday weekend. Running the trip boat is
always enjoyable though this is often a difficult
event to man because there are so many things
happening and because we all have a range of
commitments. Despite this on each day we had
eight people present, crewing the boat or
talking to the constant stream of visitors, drawn
to the photo display put together by Roger and
Diana Hunter.

In October our branch will host the Group
AGM and we plan a circular walk in Melksham
taking the proposed navigable route along the
Avon through the heart of town as the main
theme of the walk. This is the vital link
between the Kennet & Avon canal and the
surviving canal line north of Melksham, and
there will be opportunity to discuss the route in

Publicising the “Wilts & Berks” in 2005

There will be a number of local Events this year where Trust branches will have a stall
and display.

The publicity group has highlighted three events where the presence of the group display
and personnel is considered essential. Volunteers are needed, albeit for a few hours on a
rota basis. This will let us inform visitors about our future plans and how we aim to have
the canal restored by 2025. These events are:

28.29.30th July 2005 West Wiltshire Festival, The Park, Trowbridge

Set up will be done on Wednesday 27th July. Volunteers are needed for 28th, 29th and
30th July (L0am—5pm). The last event attracted 300 exhibitors

Contact: Janet Flanagan 01793 523048

27.28,29th August 2005 National Waterways Festival, Preston Brook, Cheshire

Volunteers are required for the following dates and times:
27th and 28th August, (L0am——6pm)
29th August (10am—5pm)

There are camping facilities for exhibitors who are entitled to join a range of evening
musical activities. This event is a meeting place for all involved in waterways and
restoration

Contact: Janet Flanagan 01793 523048

All helpers will be supplied with up to date information on the Wilts and Berks Restoration plans.
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CHILDREN’S POLO SHIRTS

Children’s Polo Shirts (for age 3 years upwards) are
now available to purchase at £7 each from the Sales
Administrator:

Mrs Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road,
Wootton Bassett. SN4 7EL

Telephone: 01793 636596
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CAR STICKERS AND BADGE

There are now three car stickers and a windscreen badge available as show below. The actual size
of the car sticker is 29.5cm x 7cm and the badge is 8cm diameter. They are all printed in Trust
colours of blue and yellow on a white background and are made in self-adhesive plastic (like a
license holder—not glass-marking glue)

The car stickers are £1.00 each and the badges are 50p each

To order these items please send your payment and a stamped self-addressed envelope
To: Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road Wootton Bassett SN4 7EL

Please ensure you specify which design of car sticker(s) you require.
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detail. The return trip will follow part of the
original canal line from Lowbourne Bridge to
the site of the former wharf, returning along
Spa Road to the Rachel Fowler Centre in time
for the AGM at 4.00 pm.

We will also provide a one way walk from
Pewsham locks near Chippenham, along the
canal path to Naish Hill and Lacock. A return
bus service from The Rachel Fowler Centre
will be provided by the Waterway Recovery

Group, for which, many thanks. Timing is
critical and the latest departure time cannot be
later than 2.00 pm. If there is sufficient de-
mand additional trips will be organised for an
earlier departure. Full details of the Group
Annual General Meeting appear elsewhere in
this issue, and we all hope you will be able to
join us in Melksham on October 22™.

Colin Fletcher
Melksham, Calne and Chippenham

The Melksham branch meet at the King’s Arms, Melksham 8.00pm on the second Tuesday

of each month.

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organisers:

Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE Tel 01249 653448

Work Parties:

Second & last Sunday each month

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.uk

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM

Chairman:

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB

Secretary:

Tel: 01249 892289

John Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN154AY  Tel: 01225 865246

Since last | put a few words together for
Richard’s first Dragonfly we’ve found more to
do around the canal in the Tockenham -
Lyneham — Dauntsey — Foxham district.

Circumstances occasionally preclude us from
doing certain work, but we never run out of
things to do...Starting with the Tockenham site
— Seven Locks — we were very pleased with the

work done by WRG BITM during January.
Stumps were emerging from the ground as
teams of experts wielded Tirfor winches around
the site. We had a small digger on the plot for
the weekend, and progress was made on
building bunds around lock 4. In April London
WRG turned up (their first visit to our area for
many years)
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and did some excellent work around the head of Meanwhile there’s been more progress

lock 4, (and some more work with an excavator
around lock 3).

Restoration continues apace
(Branch Photograph)

This coming weekend should see the last bit of
excavation being done by machine to enable us
to start dismantling the seriously

damaged tail of lock 3. A complete

new base (invert) is to be built, and

then much bricklaying.... We have

had the bricks ready for some time

now, and hope that they will be moved

up the field and onto the lockside by

the time you are reading this.

The chamber of Lock 4 still contains a

fair volume of silt and rubble, which

needs to be removed so that we can

check the condition of the invert.

Provided it isn’t damaged (like lock

3’s) we will tell David Van der

Cruyssen, and he’ll be able to complete his
structural design work for us. Then the
fundraising can really get going so that all is
ready to do lock 4 when we’ve finished lock 3.

removing silt at Dauntsey, and the bricks were

delivered. Not quite to plan, but Farmer Geoff
Butler was very helpful in allowing the
truck to offload onto his land. Mike
Gillman’s big digger was brought into
action soon afterwards to move the
bricks down to site.

Many years ago Cliff Brent, one of our
regular volunteers, told me that | must
start the towpath mowing early. With
the assistance of the Wootton Bassett
branch’s mower, that’s what we’ve
done. The towpath at EIm Farm
Foxham has been mown a few times,
as has the western section at Dauntsey
Lock, and the towpath both sides of Bowds
Lane (Seven Locks). The teak seat in memory
of Jack Dalby, at Foxham, was removed from
site for extensive maintenance. Many thanks to
Mike and Rosemary Knight for allowing use of
space in their garage.

A momentary pause before work restarts
(Branch Photograph)

NOTICEBOARD

MANOR FARM, WEST CHALLOW:
Tel: 01235 763188

Sarah & Robert Raines would like to offer you a warm welcome at their grade-2 listed
manor farm. Mentioned in ‘The Perfect English Country house’, by Candida Lycett Green, with
its picturesque Queen Anne frontage, Georgian fireplaces and exposed beams, Manor Farm is an
inviting and comfortable place to stay.

Also:
YEW TREE HOUSE, CHILDREY:
Pete and Val Scatchard

www.manorfarm.uk.net

Tel: 01235 751752 www.yew-tree-house.co.uk

If you know of a guesthouse near the W&B that would like to be included, please let me know

“CALLING ALL BOATERS”
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PEWSEY BRANCH

Now’s your chance of winning your next yearly licence fee for just £10
And help towards the restoration of the Wilts & Berks

The Pewsey Branch ‘100 club’ is now inviting boaters to participate.
From each 100 entrants a draw will take place.

The winner will receive a voucher to cover their next year’s boat-licensing fees.

Please send a £10 cheque payable to ‘Wilts & Berks Canal Trust’ to:
Pewsey 100 Club
Waterfront, Pewsey Wharf
Marlborough Road
Pewsey
SN9 5NU
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The art of the Scaffolder !

A little space to answer one of the more
common questions “Do the Trust take
on their own building and restoration”
— here is a clue.

The photograph shows members of the
Trust taking part in a scaffolding course
being run by professional instructor,
Peter Smith.

This took place recently at Chaddington
Lock and was (I’m reliably informed) a
challenging but enjoyable day for all
involved. I’m sure we will see the skills
employed across the branch and wider
route in the months and years to come.

Congratulations to all who took part and thanks ~ Trust members getting to grips with the art of
to members of Cricklade Branch for supplying ~ scaffolding at Chaddington Lock
the photograph. Dave Warren (Cricklade Branch)

How times have changed !

I took this photo recently at Pendon Museum,  rotting narrow-boat in the reeds further along
of White Horse in the 1920s. This clearly the tableau.

shows Acorn Bridge just east of Swindon on

the A420 as it may have appeared back

in those days, with the road occupying

the western arch, and the W&B Canal

occupying the eastern one.

Pendon does not claim total accuracy,
but the bridge is accurate, as is the
damaged aqueduct taking the W&B
over a stream, between the road and
railway bridges. Not sure which
aqueduct this could have been modelled
on, certainly not the Grove one which
was a syphon, but | believe the
W&BCAG (as t’was then titled)
provided assistance to Pendon in the
incorporation of the W&B Canal into the
landscape model.

Acorn Bridge circa 1920 (Peter Scatchard)
If you’ve not already been, I urge members to
spare a couple of hours when visiting the
W&B’s East End, perhaps with a visit to the

Great Western Railway Society’s HQ at Didcot.

The modellers have done their customary

beautiful job; there’s even an abandoned, Peter Scatchard
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and did some excellent work around
the head of lock 4, (and some more
work with an excavator around lock
3).

This coming weekend should see the
last bit of excavation being done by
machine to enable us to start disman-
tling the seriously damaged tail of
lock 3. A complete new base (invert)
is to be built, and then much bricklay-
ing.... We have had the bricks ready
for some time now, and hope that they
will be moved up the field and onto the

lockside by the time you are reading
this. The challenge ahead

The chamber of Lock 4 still contains a fair vol- (Branch Photograph)

ume of silt and rubble, which needs to be re-  be able to complete his structural design work
moved so that we can check the condition of the for us. Then the fundraising can really get
invert. Provided it isn’t damaged (like lock 3’s) going so that all is ready to do lock 4 when

we will tell David Van der Cruyssen, and he’ll we’ve finished lock 3.

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser:
Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CVV34 6NE Tel 07979 862195
Work Parties: Every Sunday at about 10:00am

Our major work sites for Sundays in the Spring are Dauntsey Lock and Lock 3, with occasional
visits to Foxham. Please check with Luke on his mobile if you wish to join or visit us.

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch

LWWYWVYTVIVTIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVY

If your business could benefit from advertising in Dragonfly, please contact the Editor

either via the Trust website at www.whbct.org.uk or to Richard.bellamy@wbct.org

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?
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WOOTTON BASSETT

Chairman:

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH

Secretary:  Vacant

In the previous issue | mentioned that the
Wootton Bassett Branch were investigating the
hire of a weed cutting boat the help with the
problem of weeds on our stretch of canal. It has
been decided to hire the company which runs
the boat to remove the weeds from this section
of canal. Work will start at the beginning of
June and should take about a week. As weeds
are a problem which will affect many other
short stretches of our canal until we can get
some regular boat traffic using them, we look
forward to seeing the effect of the weed cutting.
Of course, although this is not a permanent
solution to weed growth, it should buy some
time, and give the fish and ducks a chance to
tackle the new growth without being
overwhelmed.

At the other end of our patch, Morningside
Farm, we pressed on with the preparation work
necessary for the ‘“Topping Out’ ceremony on
April 13" to mark the near completion of
Chaddington Lock. This involved an awful lot
of clearing up after over four years of
construction work as well as the provision of
paths around the site and clearance of areas to
be used for car parking. | am sure the event will
be described in detail elsewhere in Dragonfly.
A big thank you goes to our Project Officer,
Branch members and the regular work party
members for all the work they put in to make
this a successful event.

In the aftermath of the Topping Out we have
turned our attentions to the more mundane tasks
of grass cutting and scrub clearance which have
been quite welcome after the efforts of the past
few months. We are in the process of moving

Tel: 01793 849970

the field entrance on the south side of the bridge
so the large farm vehicles will have a better
access to the bridge ramps. This work is likely
to continue for much of the summer.

We have had visitors in our site caravan this
spring. A pair of robins set up home in one
corner and raised a family of several youngsters
who have now departed. For a couple of weeks
we had to impose an embargo on the use of bad
language in front of the young family! Our next
construction project as part of the Morningside
Project will be the spillway which is a couple of
hundred yards or so away from the lock. We
have outline planning permission for this project
and the details are now with the planning au-
thority for approval.

Although we still have some jobs to do around
the lock and bridge it seems strange to have
completed them as far as we can at this stage.
Apart from the invaluable assistance we have
received from visiting work parties, there have
been about twenty five stalwarts, never more
than ten or twelve at a time, who have toiled
away for some part of the last four and a half
years. | make a point of not mentioning names
in my reports for fear of leaving someone out, it
is not just the people who are in the front line
with bricks and concrete who are vital to a
project like this, but all those who work in the
background who make the other things possible.
My personal thanks go out to all those who have
helped and supported me through this task
which seemed almost impossible a few years
ago.

John Bower
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Thoughts from Venice !

The planners developing estates around a newly
restored Wilts & Berks Canal could learn a
thing or two from the builders of Venice. Canal
development need not be just about Marina
developments and linear parks. Could the canal
be part of the fabric of the town?

Venice is not just the Grand Canal, Doges
Palace and St Marks Square. There are a
myriad of pedestrian walkways, public squares
and humped back canal bridges over Wilts &
Berks sized waterways. Some of the squares are
quite grand some are intimate. Many have bars
or cafes. Itis a lovely to wonder through the
streets seeing people relaxing in the squares,
walking over canal bridges and browsing in
shop windows. It’s a lot different from today’s
sterile shopping experience.

There are markets
that back onto the
canal and even
boats selling fruit
and vegetables.
There are loads of
restaurants, cafes
and bars next to
the water.
Interesting
enough there do
not seem to be
any restaurant
boats. Itis alla
very nice family
experience.

There are some

problems.

Because of

transport problems there is a 30% premium on
the cost of goods. Also you have to be pretty
mobile. After a morning walking over all these
humped back bridges you feel that you have
climbed a mountain. (Most bridges have steps)
It is difficult with a baby’s buggy.

Also of course there is the health and safety
aspect. Is a canal more dangerous than a main
road? Northern Italy has one major advantage
over Wiltshire and Oxfordshire — warmer
summers.

So how could this be applied to a development
at Grove or Swindon?

Below is a sketch just presenting some ideas.
Maybe it could be a mixed shopping
development; with normal retail outlets or it
could be aimed at leisure with a mixture of
restaurants, pubs, cafes, ‘tourist type shops’.
Depending where the development is there
could be inner city type housing / flats, or in the
suburbs a smaller shopping centre with
suburban housing.

Designs of the future ? (John Henn)

John Henn
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Poetic License

| found these lines written by Reginald Arkell
between 1914 and the 1920’s. He was related to
the Swindon brewing family and lived near the
junction of the North Wilts branch with the then
Thames and Severn canal, at Meysey Hampton.

The Old Canal in this poem is, of course, the
Wilts and Berks.

I included it as it seemed to strike a chord even
today.

The old canal, from bank to bank,
Is filled with reeds and rushes rank;
And down this lane of living green

March memories of what has been.

The painted barges came from town,
And busy life flowed up and down;
But there is nothing left to show

Where those old barges used to go.

Progress is always marching on;
The old canal is dead and gone,
But still we seem to hear it say:

“I, too, was progress — yesterday.”
Richard Bellamy

Reprinted from “More Green Fingers” by
Reginald Arkell from documentation held by
Swindon Museum and Arts holdings.
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It’s a sign of maturity, I suppose, that
our older watered sections are
beginning to need real maintenance.

The section at Templars Firs is leased
for angling, which contributes a useful
annual income; but recently the weed
growth, both aquatic weeds and
marginal weeds, mainly reeds and
sedges, had invaded to the extent that
fishing was virtually impossible. So,
with the aid of a contribution from the
fishing club, the Branch has
commissioned a company to cut the
weeds.

The whole process takes about a week; about 2
days cutting, and then twice as long to scoop up
the weeds and pile them on the offside bank.

Why at this time of year? Arguably not the best
time from a wildlife point of view. However
this was the time recommended by British
Waterways, for a variety of reasons; mainly that
the weeds have to be cut while they are
growing vigorously — in the winter months
there is nothing there to cut.

Great care was taken of the nesting sites on the
banks; which were one coot and , | think, a reed
warbler. The parts of the banks where the nests

Weed Clearance in progress
(Peter Smith)

are were given a wide berth. The mallards have
nested elsewhere this year, there are only a few
males in residence at present; and the swans
have not nested on the canal so far.

I have put more pictures on my website at
www.smithswbc.org.uk.

Peter Smith
(See front cover for further evidence—Ed)

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at

8.00pm on the first Monday of each month.

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser:

John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU Tel 01793 636297

Work Parties:

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details.

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge.
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CRICKLADE

Chairman:
Paul Robinson Tel 01793 870008

Secretary:
Denise Giles, Knoll Cottage,3 Hayes Knoll, Purton Stoke,Wilts SN5 4JL Tel 01793 770766

How many volunteers does it take to rebuild the them at the same time resulted in the normal

towpath wall, at the River Key Aqueduct? The  rude signs and noises. So was the request to

whole branch it seems. reduce the time spent on tea breaks. Hilary is
still chasing the funds for the coping-
stones, which will cost over £5000.

We have been asked to work with a
local school on a project dealing with
transport around Cricklade. We visited
the Wharf on the Kennet and Avon
canal in Devizes, to help us develop
this.

They have a museum and training
facilities for children there and of
course boats to see. This exercise is for
about 60 eight to nine year old
children, which should be fun but will

Work progressing on the river key Aqueduct be classroom based.

(Branch photograph)

There’s Ron the bricklayer, Steve the
apprentice bricklayer, Robert mixing
and delivering the cement, one other
providing the bricks in piles along
both sides of the wall and the rest of
us arranging reclaimed bricks. Most of
these bricks are recycled from out of
the river or from the Locks at Hayes
Knoll and Wootton Bassett. They have
to be collected and taken to the
aqueduct, cleaned and sorted in size.

There will be over 4000 bricks in the

finished wall. Holiday’s are not helping at the
moment and asking the volunteers to add their
holiday dates to a list so as they don’t all take

The light at the end of the tunnel
(Branch photograph)

Jan Flanagan for organising and manning the
tent and helping with publicity, Doug Harris
and the work party (sounds like a 60’s band!),
Alan and Heather Sheppard of the Bell Inn,
Lacock for allowing us to use their pub, and of
course all those who took part, especially those
who raised sponsorship for the day.

Author ! Author !

Are you a budding writer

Between the forty or so people that took part with an interest in the wider
we raised £380 f_or the Trust, to be added to the aims of the Trust ?
£415 that was raised from last year.

Now that the event has been ‘tried and tested’

it’s been decided that a committee should be from you The Trust would
formed to organise next year’s event. Anyone '

who’d like to join us would be very welcome, like to produce literature

even just to offer an idea or two I’d love to hear Covering the canal histo ry

from you. T !
wildlife and events, making

If you are interested in helping out, please
contact me on 01249 652248 or e-mail me on the Trust of interest to a
wider audience.

If so we would like to hear

peter.williams32@btinternet.com

Peter Williams If you believe you could help
us please contact Luke

Walker chair of the Publicity
committee on 01926 311295

Sponsored Walk Co-ordinator.
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Canal Holiday for Sale 22nd-29th August 2005

The week will be spent aboard a luxury six berth narrowboat based at Union Wharf situated at
Market Harborough, Leicestershire. Union Wharf is the beautiful and tastefully restored terminus
of the ‘Market Harborough Arm’ and is some two hours cruising from the Leicester branch of the
Grand Union Canal.

The narrowboat is built with a blend of traditional methods and modern materials which creates a
light and airy space. There is a wide double bed in the bow and a twin bedded room as well as a
double berth in the lounge area. Instruction on boat handling etc. will be given on arrival. A mini-
mum of three able-bodied people are required to operate the boat.

The boat is 55 foot long and comes equipped with bath and shower, two flush toilets, hob cooker
and grill,fridge, microwave, kitchen utensils, TV, radio, CD, Video,, towels,, linen, 12v and 240v
power supply,, carpets, water tank, central heating, waste holding tank.

£850.00 + Utility fee of £89.95. A security and damage deposit of £500 is payable on arrival at
Union Wharf. This is refundable subject to the boat being returned clean and in good order. Phone
01249 760372 or email RWLR@dial.pipex.com for further details

Juanita Davey
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WALK THE WILTS & BERKS 2005

Following the success of the first
‘Walk the Wilts & Berks’ sponsored
walk in 2004 it was decided to organise
another this year along the same route
from Chippenham to Lacock and back
which uses part of the Wilts & Berks
towpath for the course.

We were blessed this time by fine
weather, (unlike the heavy rain and
wind from last year!), and were joined
by Chippenham Town Mayor Mr.Ross
Henning who not only started the walk
off, but walked with us to Lacock.

Half way along a plaque was unveiled

at the new bench alongside the towpath at
Double Bridge, a beautiful spot with views
across the River Avon to Lacock, Lackham and
Chippenham.

Walkers snaking their way out of
Chippenham (Tim Preece)

It was great to see many old friends, including
the guys and girls from Shrivenham, and many
new faces as well who all seemed to enjoy the

A great turnout and a day to remember
(Peter Williams)

day. We were also joined by the Aye-Foure
Explorer Scout Unit from North Wiltshire, who

built a narrowboat out of hardboard and carried
it along the route! What a sight it was seeing
them alongside the A4 at Pewsham! It really
highlighted the idea of linking Chippenham to
Lacock via boat again and it’s an idea I’d like to
build on to include local youth groups in what
could next year become a race. Perhaps fancy
dress could be an idea?

I’ve tentatively called it ‘Walk Aboat and
Back’, but I’'m open to suggestions!

The walk was planned to coincide with the
regular work party at Pewsham, which gave the
walkers a chance to see what was going on, and
ask questions along the way if necessary. We
also had the wonderful new Trust display tent in
the beer garden of the Bell Inn which was a hit
with the walkers and the regulars at the pub.

However, all this wouldn’t have been possible if
it wasn’t for the help of the following people.

So I'd like to thank Justin Guy for arranging the
publicity, Colin Fletcher and Dave Newby for
helping at the start of the walk, Ross Henning
for joining us for the day, Tim Preece for taking
photographs and helping with the display tent,
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I’m sure they would prefer to visit the
aqueduct and play fifteen feet
underground in the mud and water -
but the teachers have to work with risk
assessments just like us.

Dave Warren
WPO Cricklade

Work on the aqueduct wall underway
(Branch photograph)

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our
usual meeting

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:
Organiser: Dave Warren, Stable Cottage, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 9JG

Tel 01793 770546

Work Parties:

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile
south of Cricklade on the B4553.

SPREADING THE WORD

The Trust are looking for help with designing, organising and installing a small number
of interpretation boards at locations along the canal. These could be used to provide
information on the route, specific locations, wildlife or similar information. If you feel
you could help with this project we would like to hear from you.

For further details please contact the Publicity Committee Chair, Luke Walker on
01926 311295

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?
RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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SWINDON

Chairman: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, Swindon SN1 3HW
Secretary: Oliver Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ

Our plans to re-connect the section of canal
beyond Beavans Bridge have had to be paused
as there are repair works to be completed on the
towing path to prevent leakage when the levels
are equalised. We have used water divining to
detect potential leaks in the canal bed lining.

Worked paused at Beavans Bridge
(Doug Small)

The Purton Road section is being worked on by
consulting engineers with the aim of placing a

* Tel 01793 480312
Tel 01793 775993

contract during the summer. The Environment
Agency have granted a one off winter
abstraction licence to fill the canal from the
River Ray at an appropriate stage of the project.

Toni Lawson-Hall is co-ordinating
volunteers to help to run a more
regular service with our trip boat
Pioneer during the summer at
Westleaze.

Discussions are also continuing with
Swindon Borough Council and
interested parties to look at possible
town Centre routes avoiding Canal
Walk

Ken Oliver
Swindon Branch

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm

on the first Tuesday of each month.

BRANCH WEB-SITE:

www.swindoncanals.co.uk

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Oliver Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ

TRIP BOAT CO-ORDINATOR: Ceri Evans-Ford

Tel 07785 775993
Tel 07753 753948

Details of Sunday work parties can be obtained from the Secretary

Wilts & Berks Canal Trust Treasurer’s Report for Year ended 31 Mar 05

The Trust had an income of £156,345 compared to £171,801 for the prior year and it expended
£ 101,023 compared to £113,815 in the previous year.

We have received a drop in income from Landfill Tax credits of £40,000 which is mainly
attributable to our reimbursement of Chaddington Lock expenses dropping from £29,000 to
£5,000 reflecting the move from material purchase and contractor work in FY 03/04 and the
higher volunteer activity in FYY 04/05. We also continue to receive Landfill Tax Credits from
Crapper & Sons Landfill Ltd which amounted to £15,131 this year.

Amongst the many donors this year were The Underwood Trust £10,000, D’Oyly Carte
Charitable Trust ££3,000, Crown Holdings Inc £2,500, The Inland Waterways Association
£2,150,The Countryside Trust £1,000. Members subscriptions rose by £1,000 to £15,900. We
have also received grants totalling £28,600 from North Wiltshire District Council.

During the course of the previous year we, together with our advisors Chantrey Vellacott DFK,
had been in negotiation with the Customs and Excise to obtain VAT registration and this was
successfully achieved in April 2004 with registration taking effect 1 April 2001. As a result we
achieved a VAT refund of £32,000 after deducting professional fees of £7,000. Where applicable
the refund was apportioned to the Funds that had paid the VAT.

Restoration expenditure was down again this year by £31,000 on last year. Other than as
mentioned above at Chaddington Lock, time was spent on preparing for work to commence and
on various studies which contributed to 48% of our restoration expenditure in FY 04/05.

Management and Administration costs have risen from £3,200 last year to £22,600 this year. All
of this increase is attributable to the set up of our permanent office in Wootton Bassett and the
employment of a part time administrator. This has been funded by specific donations of The
Underwood Trust.

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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Wilts and Berks re-launch Website

Sunday 19th June may have passed without ~ possibly back editions of Dragonfly should be
too much ceremony. It wasn’t the hottest day available via the website very soon.
of the year, nor was it the longest but it did

There are plenty of links to branch websites
mark the re-launch of the Trust’s website.

as well as other related sites of interest.

The address has remained the same at However, if your branch doesn’t have a web-
Www.whct.org.uk but with a new look. site don’t feel left out !

David Chivers has redesigned the pages and  payig can be contacted via the Trust website
content—well worth browsing when you next  (see inside back cover) and would welcome
have the chance. contributions from Branches.

There are plenty of images covering wildlife

and the canal route. Extended articles and
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WEST VALE

Chairman: Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR * Tel: 01793 783024

Secretary: Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF Tel: 01793 782776

Things have been pretty quiet here. Up to when
the bird-nesting season started we had the usual
desperate battle with the towpath hedgerows, it
really is quite a task keeping them trimmed
back. We almost completed it in time but had to
stop with just a hundred or so metres to go,
they’re top of the list for next winter. Then of
course the grass starts to grow and we do like to
keep the Canalside Park looking tidy and the
paths clear for walkers so it was all hands to the
mowers.

The summer workcamp from WRG at
Steppingstone Bridge is still on, although a last
minute hitch may mean a slight change of
plans. We have several alternative ways
forward depending on the skills of the
volunteers, we should make significant
progress.

Talking of progress reminds me of ‘the leases’,
well again | have little progress to report, the
one lease that stalled with the landlord
requiring some last minute changes is hopefully
now all agreed with two site meetings having
taking place and is now waiting for document
changes and the other is in the hands of the

legal eagles haggling over procedures.

It is Shrivenham Fetes 25" Anniversary this
year and the committee wish to make it a
special event so we have decided to pull out all
the stops and have a stall. We have only had a
minor input or indeed none at all for several
years because as the fete falls on August Bank
Holiday Saturday our volunteers always seem
to be away but that’s not the case this year. We
won the coveted ‘best stall in fete’ trophy about
10 years ago; it’s time to have another go! We
should have some good photos of the Bridge
and the workcamp to display.

Alan Norris

P.S. There is a slight change to the date of our
September meeting with the meeting being

brought forward a week to the 71" as the Bowls
Club has a weeklong tournament taking place.

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month.

BRANCH WEB-SITE:

www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos’, Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF Tel: 01793 782776

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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EAST VALE

Chairman: Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA Tel 01235 763072
Secretary: Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL Tel 01235 769615

It has been all go in the East since the last
report. Thanks, by the way, to Doug Small for
compiling the reports for the last couple of years
and saving me another job. However it is back
to me for a while, so you’ll just have to put up
with my quirky humour.

We have been continuing to work on the stretch
of canal to the east of Childrey New Road. For
those of you who want to look it up on the map
or even visit, New Road runs from Childrey (to
the west of Wantage) down to the A417 near
where it crosses the railway. By kind permission
of Mr & Mrs Brewis, the landowners, scrub
bashing has been taking place, now finished
(just before the bird-nesting season).

Over the summer it is intended to hold
a week Canal Camp to rebuild the
wharf wall (started during the fabled
Big Dig). The next project is to con-
struct a means of controlling the flow
of water out of the section. This is in
design and once we obtain the neces-
sary permissions will be constructed. |
hope this will be before the autumn
when we should expect to receive at
least some rain, although judging by
this  autumn/winter that is asking a
lot.

On a political level we await the Local Plan
Enquiry in May. The Local Plan as amended
contains strong protection for the canal route
and also includes the new route around
Abingdon. There has been much
correspondence in the local paper as regards the

proposed Waterside development in Grove. If
you have not already seen it take a look at
www.ourwaywaterway.org Talking of web sites
Doug Small (thanks again) maintains the local
canal website ie www.wantage-
waterway.co.uk. This has lots of information
with photos and links. I really must send Doug
more up to date photos of the canal locally.

Before the Local Plan Enquiry we wanted to
demonstrate local support for the canal
restoration in the community and as such the
branch held an “OPEN DAY and CANAL
MASS WALK” on 30" April.

Open Day at East Challow (Brian Stovold)

The East Challow Village Hall was used as a
centre of activities where people could drop in
during the day to sign a book of support”, look
at displays, ask questions, offer help. It was be a
chance for local members who do not normally

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST
(Registered Charity Number 299595)
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2005
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come to branch meetings to come along and was we felt the day went better than expected.
meet the group, and get involved. The Hall was

open from 10 — 4. The main events of the day o .
were Canal Walks between Grove and East  Getting right up to date today we held the first
Challow. All in all we had around 55 people on ~ guided walk as part of the annual Wantage Sum-
the walks. 1 led the first walk and spent much ~ mer festival. I was pleasantly surprised by the
too much time chatting away. As a result of this vast number of people who turned up for the

and other factors my t|m|ngs went Comp]ete'y to walk..around a dozen. We had a nice stroll west
pot within the first half hour. from West Challow across the fields ( no foot-

path on the towpath for a long stretch) to the
Childrey New Road section. A second walk
Ed Vaisey, the then prospective Conservative should take place in a fortnight this time going
candidate and now MP for Wantage etc visited  back to Grove.
us during a break in electioneering and showed
great interest in the restoration. We hope to get

afternoon we took another group along to Chil- ~ East Vale.
drey New Road. | was very pleased by the com- Brian Stovold

ments received during the day, and the upshot

The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first
Wednesday of each month.

BRANCH WEB-SITE: www.wantage-waterway.co.uk

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon 0X13 5BQ
Tel 01865 820140
Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times

The East Vale worksites extend over three and a half miles and are six in number, Grove Common
Lock, ElIms Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the
bridge.

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ Tel 01993 201064
Work Parties: meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am

The current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to
the southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the re-
building of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements.
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Chaddington Lock

It was a joy to see so many members and past
workers, as well as family members from the
Lock Cottage at Chaddington, Wootton Bassett
(‘turn of the last century) who were able to join
us at the recent Topping Off ceremony.

Presentation to the nephew of the
last lock-keeper at Chaddington

(Branch Photo)

And what an occasion it was with
members travelling from as far away
as Cornwall. The grandson of the
former Lockkeeper Billy, and his
cousins were there and regaled us with
tales of their past lives.

Skiff Emily was tenderly launched

into the water and gracefully

completed her shortest — but perhaps

most significant voyage yet — she was

the first boat of any description to go

into the Lock for seventy, eighty and even 100
years, no-one seems to know when the last
barge came through.

The Topping Off ceremony took place to mark

the occasion, and Juanita Davy, Trust

Chairman Ken Oliver and Canal Partnership

Chairman Doreen Darby all did their stuff.
There was great praise for the project
team led by John Bower and key
workers such as Ron were there on
hand to witness the occasion. All
present proudly spoke of their
achievements.

A special Trust blue and yellow
ribbon was cut by Juanita Davy to
mark the opening, and Ken poured the
bubbly. This showcase project marks
a milestone in restoring the Canal
between Wootton Bassett and
Swindon and has seen the lock
restored, over a 2-year period, entirely
by Trust volunteers.

Trust Chair Ken Oliver marking the
occasion with a little champagne

(Ann O’Donoghue)

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the seventeenth Annual General Meeting of the Wilts & Berks Canal
Trust (company no. 2267719) will take place at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Market Place, Melk-
sham, Wiltshire SN12 6EX on Saturday, 22nd October 2005, at 4.00pm.

AGENDA

ORDINARY BUSINESS

To receive any apologies for absence.

To approve the Minutes of the sixteenth AGM held on 16th October 2004 and to consider any
matters arising.

To approve the Directors’ Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2005.
To approve the Trust’s Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2005.

To elect members to Council:

In accordance with Articles 41 and 42 of the Articles of Association, Jan Flanagan, Richard
Hignett, Peter Kinsman, Vic Miller and Ken Oliver, retire from Council in rotation. Vic
Miller is standing down but Jan Flanagan, Richard Hignett, Peter Kinsman and Ken
Oliver offer themselves for re-election.

In accordance with Article 44, any other nominations to Council should be notified to the
Company Secretary in writing to arrive not later than Friday 30th September 2005.
Nominations should be signed by the proposer and by the person nominated, both of
whom must be full members of the Trust. A pen picture of the nominee and of his/her
interests and ideas towards the furtherance of the Trust’s aims should be included, and
this will be made available at the meeting for the benefit of Members during voting.

BY ORDER OF COUNCIL GRAHAM YV SMITH, COMPANY SECRETARY

NOTES

The Rachel Fowler Centre is in Melksham town centre on the east side of the Market Place (at the
end of Spa Road) at grid reference ST 905636. There are several public car parks in the vicinity.
For members wishing to travel by public transport, Melksham is well served by bus services from
surrounding towns — call Traveline on 0870 608 2 608 for up-to-date timetable information.

Any member entitled to be present and vote at the AGM may appoint a proxy to vote on his or her
behalf in the event of a poll being demanded on a resolution or a ballot being held for the elections
to Council. A proxy MUST be a member of the Trust. An instrument of proxy may be obtained
from the Company Secretary, to whom it must be returned not later than forty-eight hours before
the start of the meeting.

After the formal business of the AGM, at about 4.30 p.m., there will be an Open Forum session at
which members may put questions from the floor to the Directors on any matters relating to the
canal or to the Trust’s activities. Full details of other supporting events can be found elsewhere in
Dragonfly.
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Wilts and Berks Trust Lapel Badges

Please send £2.50 plus a stamped, addressed envelope to:

Heather Young

75 Dunnington Road
Wootton Bassett
SN4 7EL

Now available in sizes large, XL & XXL
Colour: BLUE with logo in YELLOW

Sweatshirts .......ccoceuveinnnnnniiis £9.95
Polo Shirts .....ccccevuvnininnnnniis £7.95
T-Shirt ce.cveveveieiiiinenenenennnn. £495
PLUS P.&P ...ccovvvvirieninincnnnns £1.50 (per item)

Please send your order, stating size
To: Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road Wootton Bassett SN4 7EL

Cheques payable to WBCT
Please allow 28 days for delivery

Just published ... A new booklet by Reg Wilkinson
A Waterway to Wantage

A5, 44 pages, containing six articles with maps, drawings and photographs.

Reg was a key player in raising the interest for restoring the canal. He was with Jack Dalby in
Jack’s initial explorations and took many excellent photographs of the canal which are now in
our archives

£4.25 including p&p.
Cheques payable to WBCT
Order your copy now:

From Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, Maidenhead, Berks., SL6 6DF

It was good to see Kennett & Avon members
there, headed up by Brian Poulton.

Skiff Emily on a short but significant voyage

(Branch Photograph)

Funding was provided by the Canal
Trust, North Wiltshire District Council,
Partners and a generous £87,000 Bif-
faward grant. This is the latest stage in
the restoration of the former waterway
from the Kennet & Avon Canal near
Melksham to the Thames & Severn Ca-
nal near Cricklade and the River Thames
near Abingdon, connecting Chippen-
ham, Calne, Wootton Bassett, Swindon
and Wantage.

Senior politicians and chairmen of local au-
thorities such as Oxfordshire attended.
North Wiltshire District Councillor Doreen
Darby is chairman of the Canal  Partnership
and was delighted by the projects success,
This is another wonderful success story on the
Canal, and testimony of what can be achieved
by good partnership working. The high stan-

dard of skill and huge endeavour shown by the
Trust is for all to see.”

We are now laying plans for the
next phase of restoring the canal
between Templars Firs, Wootton
Bassett and Hay Lane, near
Swindon. This will build on the
success of the Chaddington Lock.

Chaloner Chute
Project Officer

The first chance to see the end result

(Photographer details)

[Thank you to all contributors sending
photographs of such a wonderful day. I'm only
sorry | could only fit in four ! - Ed]

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY?

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.
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