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WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST     
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WESSEX WATERWAYS THROUGH WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, Berks RG14 1HR 

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable water-
way linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames & 
Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2004 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 

The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper 

 

Information Line   TEL: 01628 544666 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: [Dragonfly inset:] Henry de Salis’ steam inspection launch “Dragon Fly III” at                  
             Ardington Top Lock in 1893 
PHOTOGRAPH:  Keith, David and Rob (Foxham & Lyneham Branch) at the tail walls of 
           Lock 3— David Tarrant 
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Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List 
 
Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? ‘Training is 
given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? There is plenty to 
do and you will be joining a great team! 

 

Job Area Job Descrip-
tion/ Expertise/ 
Input Needed 

Time Needed 
per week/ 

month or Year 

Contact 

1 Wootton Bassett 
Dragonfly pack 
and post team 

Approx 1/2 day, 
4 times a year 

Administrator 

2 
Meetings 
monthly in 
Swindon 

Sec. to Publicity    
Committee 
(minutes & post) 

3-4 days admin 
per month 

Luke Walker 

07979 862195 

3 
Cricklade 
(Hayes Knoll 
Lock) 

Work Party 
Organiser     
Required  

5-6 days per  
month approx 

Dave Warren 
07808656580  

4     

5     

     

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  
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[Dragonfly inset:] Henry de Salis’ steam inspection launch “Dragon Fly III” at                   

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

Although this is only my third edition of 
Dragonfly, even I couldn’t miss the       
palpable sense of progress along the route 
over the past three months. 

During this time, I have made an effort to 
get out and see what is happening in terms 
of restoration. I was spurred on by the 
branch reports where there was an obvious 
sense of pride and achievement at what had 
been completed. 

 I won’t steal any thunder in this 
editorial, suffice it to say there is now a 
real burst of activity along the entire route 
with some amazing progress, restoration 
and potential for even more successes. It 
really does feel as though we are at the start 
of a new phase of the project. 

     At a recent publicity committee the  
subject of Dragonfly 100 was discussed. 
This is a milestone for the Trust and we 
hope to produce something a little special 
focusing on the future of the canal and the 
progress made to date. Any contributions 
would be welcome—let’s make our 100th 
edition a celebration of progress and a 
glimpse at the future of the route in water. 
All Branches have a chance to provide the 
front page of edition 100 as part of our 
competition to replace the centre map (see 
page 28 for more details). 

But, with all this progress there are       
increasing demands on our time, expertise 
and active members. This edition details a 
number of ways in which you can get   

involved in forthcoming projects or on an 
ad-hoc basis supporting particular branch 
or Trust needs. If you can spare some of 
your time, we would really welcome     
additional hands-on supporters. (Based on 
my experience to date nobody bites and we 
are a friendly bunch). 

Finally, please feel free to contact me with 
your thoughts, views and opinions on 
Dragonfly, the task ahead or in reply to any 
of the articles. I can be contacted at the 
following e-mail address                        
editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

 

 

  Richard Bellamy    

  Dragonfly Editor 

DRAGONFLY 99 

 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be issued 
mid January , 2006 

Please send articles and reports for inclusion 
by  1st December 2005 

 

E-mail to Richard.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichard.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 
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CHAIR  

KEN OLIVER 

1)Thames Junction at Abingdon 

2)Kennet and Avon Junction at Melksham 

3)North Wilts Junction Swindon 

4) Thames and Severn Junction at Eisey 
(Cricklade) 

The first two are obvious priorities as they 
would allow boats from the main network 
to travel on the Wilts & Berks as soon as 
the projects were completed. 

By their nature, all of the Flagship 
schemes are large engineering projects 
and will be carried out and/or lead by one 
of our partners. 

So what is the role of the Trust and its 
volunteers in the next ten years? The Plan 
identifies how we can extend the Flagship 
schemes to produce sections of restored 
canal which will be usable by boats from 
the network. 

The nature of our restoration work so far 
has been on an opportunistic basis. The 
existing projects will continue to their 
conclusion but the Plan identifies where 
the next phase of restoration will take 
place. The aim  is to produce sections of 
canal that are in water and usable in     
isolation, as well as projects connecting to 
the Flagship schemes. 

There will be further structure             
restorations, but greater emphasis will be 
placed in securing and restoring the canal 
bed and towpath. 

The Trust will need a Project Manager to 

For the next few editions of Dragonfly I 
thought it would be useful to replace Chair 
Chat with some of the outline of the Trust’s 
10 Year Plan. 

This article is an overview of the Plan and 
an assessment of the Trust’s capabilities 

Why do we need a plan? The Trust and its 
predecessor have always avoided the   
question of when the project would be 
complete because there was no answer. 
This has not been helpful when talking to 
outside agencies, or the wider public, as it 
lead to the inevitable conclusion that we 
were ‘dreamers’. 
We have chosen 2014 as a useful target 
date as it will be the 100th Anniversary of 
the Act of Abandonment  

The Plan is not to complete the whole canal 
by 2014. This would be possible but at 
present it is difficult to see where the   
funding would be available. There is no 
doubt that if these funds were obtained, 
because of the work carried out so far, we 
could finish the job in 5 years or less. 

So the task is inevitably fundraising, but  
we cannot just sit back and wait, as we 
need to maintain the momentum of the 
project and keep the Wilts & Berks in the 
public eye. 

Some two years, in conjunction with the 
Partnership, four Flagship schemes were 
defined: 
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Many thanks to all those loyal ‘old’       
members who have now up-dated their 
membership subscriptions (mainly         
Standing Orders) when contacted by  
Membership Secretary – it will certainly 
help to stream-line the system.  

 

Volunteers. It is usual that, when they join, 
quite a few new members offer help, of 
many different kinds. Are you ‘still think-
ing about it’ or have you had a go? Why 
not let the Editor know about your experi-
ences, pour encourager les autres?  

 

Publicity Events List. There is a list of 
events which publicise the work of the 
Trust over a wide area, at many different 
venues, organisations and times, from 
Town shows to talks to clubs. If you are 
interested in what is going on, want to find 
out more and get involved as a helper or 

supporter – ‘I’m wearing the T shirt’, 
please contact your branch, Ann in the 
Trust    Office or Jan Flanagan (who keeps 
the list up to date).  

 

  Chris Toms 

  Membership Secretary 

 

Total Trust               
membership is now  

1754 

(at 30/08/05) 

    
Mr L D  Gibney Nailsea Bristol 
Mr and Mrs B.J. Hinde Broome Manor Swindon 
Mr K Shave Southwick Trowbridge 
Mr P C Williams Pewsham Chippenham 
G Robins Abingdon Oxon 
Mr S Roff Great Bedwyn Marlborough 
L & W Reason Holt Norfolk 
Ms S Woolacott Chippenham Wiltshire 
R & J Dean South Wonston Winchester 
Mr M Ireland Fordingbridge Hants 
Mr K Croxon Kidlington Oxon 
Ms J Russell Newbury Berkshire 
JC & LM Daws Calne Wiltshire 
Sir Michael Llewellyn-Smith Childrey Oxon 
Mr & Mrs W Pettifor Chippenham Wiltshire 
Mr P S Kitchen  York N. Yorks 
    

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 66 new members and Friends of the Canal: 
Mr D Hayward Wanborough Swindon 
Mr A Whitehead West Leaze Swindon 
Mr P Mann Calne   
Mr W J Looker & Mrs D M Morse Swindon   
Mr A Dyer Worthing Sussex 
Mr & Mrs G Watson Melksham   
Mr J Nichols Horley   
Mr & Mrs D Boulton Marcham Abingdon 
Mr & Mrs P Rollings West Hanney Oxon 
Mr & Mrs G J Moles Chippenham   
Ms M Hiscock Chippenham   
Mr T Shore Fishponds Bristol 
Mr J Gibbs Wootton Bassett   
Ms J May East Tytherton Chippenham 
Mr K Jethro Old Town Swindon 
Mr & Mrs C F Hudson Chisledon Swindon 
Ms M Yeadon Abingdon   
Ms P Robinson & Mr M D Slade Horfield Bristol 
Mrs W Davis Moreton Valence Glos 
Mr T Campbell Cheltenham Glos 
Mr E J Osborne Bowerhill Melksham 
Mrs C Stevenson Christian Malford Chippenham 
Mr T C Stening Tetbury Glos 
Mrs S Pearson Lambourn Berks 
Mr J Watson & Ms J Silcox Swindon   
R & J Dean South Wonston Winchester 
Mr M Ireland Fordingbridge Hants 
Mr J L Norton High Wycombe Bucks 
Mr A Stryker Chippenham   
Mr E E Cunningham Watford Herts 
DP & LR Douglas Westbury Wilts 
Mr K Croxon Kidlington Oxford 
Ms J Russell Newbury   
JC & LM Daws Calne   
Sir Michael Llewellyn-Smith Childrey   
Mr & Mrs W Pettifor Chippenham   
Mr D Bray Swindon   
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There will be further structure             

co-ordinate these works. Short term this is 
being carried out by 3 Trust Directors  
looking after projects in the west, central, 
and east areas on the canal. 

In the next editions of Dragonfly I will 
look at each of these areas in more detail. 

 

Finally at the time of writing this article 
there are two exciting developments to 
report.  

The Thames Junction project is being   
examined as a possible candidate for     

substantial funding to be completed in 
2006. This would be a 0.5km section and 
we are hopeful of a successful bid in time 
for the National Waterways Festival on the 
Thames at Beale Park. 

In conjunction with the Partnership we are 
looking at a Lottery bid to ‘link Swindon to 
the Thames’ We are at a very early stage 
but the project appears to meet the criteria 
set by the Big Lottery Living Landmarks 
projects. 

                                     Ken Oliver 

Some funders require the bidder (in our case the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust or one of its 
Branches) to provide some support to match the cash sum they give. Typically this can vary   
between 10% and 50%. The matching contribution may not always be required in cash; matched 
funding in-kind is often acceptable. This puts a financial value on the time volunteers spend on 
the project or the value of materials or services donated by individuals or companies. It is       
important when costing a project to add on these contributions in-kind to arrive at a commercial 
cost for the job.  

 

Take, for example, the building of a substantial brick accommodation bridge over the canal: 

     Cash   Cash   In-kind
     Grant  donations value 

Surveying the site: 

Two people, total of 7 hours at £150 per 7 hour day     £150 

Preparing drawings: 

One person for a couple of evenings, 3.5 hours at £250 per day   £125 

Site preparation: 

10 work days, 6 people at £50 per day      £3000 

 

The examples are only rough estimates but serve to illustrate that the value of the skills, cash and 
time volunteers contribute to restoration projects is very substantial. 

However, this value can only be calculated if all this effort is recorded— So, keep a record of the 
time you spend on committee meetings, travelling time, site visits, working parties and training 
courses. Keep a note (and receipts for audit) of any expenditure from the Trust or Branch,      
individuals who buy any items for the project, value of any gifts of materials and how many miles 
each person involved travels to meetings or work parties. (Inland Revenue regard 40p per mile as 
not generating a profit so use this figure to put a value on mileage.) 

                                                                                              Martin Buckland, Fundraising Advisor 

What are you worth? - Matched Funding 
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Those wonderful end of summer days are 
still with us as I write this, and we are 
about to win the Ashes, so all is well with 
the world! 

I visited Canada in August where          
everything is on a Big scale, Big country, 
Great Lakes, Big-hearted people, and I also 
was lucky to see perhaps the worlds      
Biggest Lock gates, on the Welland Canal 
which by-passes the Niagara Falls…if that 
wondrous feature was not big enough! One 
can do without the ghastly commercialism 
that accompanies such a spectacular and 
awesome ‘attraction’ as the Falls, and   
marvel at the sheer physicality of it, the 
power of water and stand there totally   
entranced by it all. And then there are the 
crazy stories that go with all the notorious 
and colourful (recorded) visitors for the 
past 200 years or so. 

 

So allow me to wander off our usual local 
watery patch. There were no such visitors 
or people flocking to see the Welland    
Canal . But in its own way it is equally 
impressive as it is man-made and is located 
in the Niagara region of Ontario, Canada 
between two of North America's Great 
Lakes, Lake Ontario (74.98 meters above 
sea level) and Lake Erie (174.34 meters 
above sea level). The Welland Canal is a 
vital link in the St. Lawrence Seaway    
passage from the Atlantic Ocean to mid-
western Canada and the United States. It 
seven lift locks and one guard lock that 

bring ocean and lake vessels up 99.36   
meters from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie. 

 

The Welland Canal is important because of 
its ability to move ships full of cargo up 
and down the Niagara Escarpment and 
therefore contribute to the economic 
growth and development of Canada and the 
United States. But for our readers, what 
makes the Welland Canal fascinating is 
how it moves these ships up and down the 
escarpment. The canal utilizes it's most 
abundant resource - water, combined with 
the Earth's gravity to lift and lower ships in 
massive locks. It is an example of brilliant, 
yet simple innovative engineering.  

The transportation of goods is not the   
Welland Canal's only purpose. The canal's 
founding father William Hamilton Merritt 
originally conceived the idea for a canal as 
a way of providing a consistent source of 
water for the area's local mills. Whereas 
many of our water/tidal and windmills are 
sadly gone, that purpose in Ontario still 
holds true with the canal's water being a 
major resource for industry in Niagara, 
serving steel mills, ship builders, paper 
mills and car parts manufactures.  

The canal also serves the people of Niagara 
indirectly, by providing water for their  
everyday use. The canal water is even used 
to generate electricity at a small local 
power plant. One of the most overlooked 
benefits of the Welland Canal is the      
recreational pleasure it provides to all who 

Partnership News 
 

Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    
Berks Canal Partnership writes: 
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TO THE EDITOR 
Please feel free to write in with your comments, concerns or ask questions, the more the merrier ! 

 

Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

Dear Richard, 

 

I live in Swindon and can’t help but notice the 
increasing publicity surrounding the New  
Swindon development. This seems to boast new 
retail space, promenades, walkways, cultural 
and entertainment facilities and to it’s credit 
open spaces. The one thing it seems to miss is 
any water. This seems a great chance to weave 
the canal back through the town (albeit not on 
the original route) during such extensive     
redevelopment. Are the local Council aware 
and supportive of the  
campaign ? Can you tell 
me if this is a  possibility 
or is this yet another   
opportunity missed by the 
town? 

 

 Robin Stevens 

 (via e-mail) 

 

[Robin, 

 

I’m afraid your e-mail 
arrived just as I was going 
to print and as such I cannot reply to such a 
complex issue in this edition.. However, I will 
attempt to include a piece in reply for the next 
edition of Dragonfly—Ed] 

 

 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I am in the process of joining the Trust having 
moved into the Swindon area. I was visiting 
family in York Road and they tell me the canal 
used to run near there. I wonder if this can be 
correct as there is nothing to see now to suggest 
this was the case. Can you tell me if they are 
right? 

  Jenny Argent 

  Swindon 

(Wilts & Berks, York Rd, Swindon—Swindon 
Museum collection) 

[Jenny,  

Your relations are quite correct. This shows the 
canal at York Rd. The remains of the Bridge 
can still  be seen between the Fire Station and 
B&Q in Fleming Way Swindon —Ed] 
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East Vale Branch is pleased to announce that 
 

Bruce Hall 
 

Chairman of the Cotswold Canals Trust is giving a talk 
 

“Between Two Rivers” 
 

at the British Legion Club, East Hanney, near Wantage 
 

on Tuesday 1st November 2005 at 8.00pm 
 

Please come and bring your friends! 
 

Admission £2.00 at the door 
 

Don’t miss it!! Enjoyment guaranteed! 

Answers to Wootton Bassett Brach Questions: 

1   David Bellamy 

2   Fishing 

3   The Bridge Inn 

4   One is a boat and the other is the Trust magazine 

5   Bicknoll Lane 

6   Timber 

7   One 

8   Wootton Bassett Town Hall 

9   The Chaddington Lock topping out ceremony 

10  Restored Chaddington Lock with the BIFFA award money (landfill fund) 
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visit and use its connecting lakes,          
waterways and surrounding trails. The  
canal area is full of activity with people 
ship gazing, fishing, hiking and boating all 
summer long. And so back to the prime 
purpose and raison d’etre of restoring the 
Wilts & Berks. And it is the economic case 
that we must continue to emphasise. 
Equally, the water supply issues are now 
being addressed both locally and along the 
whole line, with the Trust committing to a 
report in 2006.  

As we prepare for the Flagship projects – 
the Junctions - we now face equally      
demanding challenges in their own way. 
We are developing funding packages to 
enable us to move steadily ahead. The   
Abingdon – Thames junction is perhaps the 
simplest and we have applied to the IWA 
for their Diamond Jubilee Special fund 
(100k). We are also applying to WREN 
(Landfill recycling) for similar amount. 

As we near the end of the present round of 
Route defining studies and move into the 
Implementation phase, we are considering 
the prospect of bidding for a Big Lottery 
called Living Landmarks which was     
announced in July. This is for projects   
between £10m and £25m, so a sizeable 
sum that could be one of our best chances 
yet. 

We gird our loins and are presently       
discussing things with all our Partners. I 
believe this is our best chance yet, and we 
are ready for it. 

 
The Living Landmarks Programme has 
been designed to inspire communities to 
transform, revitalise and regenerate the 
places where they live, through social and 
community projects and major              
infrastructure investments.  

 

Living Landmarks aims to: 

 

 Encourage partnership working and 
community engagement and participation 

 Champion innovation and excellence 
in the design of the physical environment. 
Encourage best practice in the design,   
construction and management of projects. 
 

We believe that we tick most of the       
eligibility  boxes in order to submit an 
early application by January 2006, very 
tight but do-able with the small excellent 
team we have pulled together. There is 
considerable experience and knowledge in 
all 3  Canals to oversee such a bid. We do 
not underestimate the task ahead. 

 

The Trust gears itself up for a record   
number of WRG camps this autumn/
winter. 

One such is Lock 3 at Tockenham where I 
had the pleasure of visiting a few weeks 
ago. Good progress to report, and they  
expect to finish by Xmas more or less. This 
will be good news indeed. I have also   
enjoyed seeing Hayes Knoll Lock and 
Childrey Wharf near Grove; two more 
cracking projects that are progressing well. 
Funding is being allocated by respective 
Local Authorities, not huge amounts, but to 
help get things going. 

 

A busy and exciting winter ahead. 

 

 

Chaloner  
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 This is my first Dragonfly report. All in the 
branch thank Dawn for her 
writings over many years. 
Dawn gently reminded me that 
this needs to be in on          
September the 1st , which is a 
problem as I am off on a canal 
holiday August 26th . We are 
off to the Trent &   Mersey but 
we will NOT be calling in on 
the National – why not I hear 
you say –    because life is  
finite and there is much to do 
and holidays are limited. 

 

However, the question must be 
asked – why is it so important 
to attend the National Rally 
when it is held at Preston Brook in Cheshire. 
How will this help restoration of the W & B 
Canal? What are we trying to do to by attending 
the event? Who are we trying to impress. Is it 
worth the effort? I agree that we should help the         
waterway  movement, but in the fifties the  
waterways were in great danger and there was a 
significant  campaigning element but now? 

 

When producing a ‘Dream Coming 
True’ (1993), Peter Smith said that he was not 
in it and that he was, at the time the W & B 
canal, to WRG. It was pointed out to him that 
the presentation was NOT aimed at WRG but at 

the general public. 

(Russ Evans, Bath & Bristol at the West 
Wilts Show, Trowbridge - Dawn Parsons) 

 

SO IS IT WORTH THE EFFORT OR 
SHOULD WE CONCENTRATE MORE ON 
EVENTS IN THIS AREA? 

 

One such event is the Bristol Harbour Regatta. 
Well over 100,000 people attend every year. At 
present there is not really an Inland Waterways 
Presence. We attended last year but were like a 
drop in the ocean. So we are trying to put    
together ideas for a canal village for 2006. By 
joining forces we can make our presence felt. 

AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

Please feel free to contact the appropriate officer for further relevant details 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Clem Barnett, Fledgeling House, Burgundy Road, Minehead Somerset TA24 5QJ 

                    Tel 07866 535080 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       
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Restoration work on the brickwork at the   
downstream end of the lock’ started by the  
Waterway Recovery Group, has continued. For 
the past few weeks two local bricklayers have 
been at work on the site.  

(The downstream end of Calne Lock 
under restoration— Tim Preece) 

 

The Melksham, Calne & Chippenham 
Branch hope to remove an obstructing 
tree this autumn and  complete the    
brickwork on this phase of the lock    
restoration in the new year 

 

The eventual aim is to restore the     
brickwork at the upstream end and to fit a 
lock gate at both ends, giving the       
impression of a fully working lock.  

The work has already sparked a great deal of 

interest, including (unfortunately) some graffiti 
as can be seen in the second picture from the 
site. 

When these works are completed they will  
establish the lock as a historic    
feature within Castle Park and   
provide a visible link to the Wilts & 
Berks Canal as part of Calne's   
industrial heritage. 

 

                       Tim Preece 

 

 

 

 

(A clear view of the former route and lock— 
Tim Preece) 

Continuing progress at Calne Town Lock  

Web site relaunch delayed 
Those of you having checked the Trust website 
recently will notice the new site is currently 
unavailable. At the moment, there is a simple 
holding page stating the site is under           
redevelopment. 

This is being progressed as a matter of urgency, 
however, we want to ensure that the content is 
easy to use informative and demonstrates the 

excellent work being undertaken across the 
Trust area. 

Please bear with us and a more extensive site 
will follow which we hope you will agree will 
be worth the wait. 

 

  Dave Chivers  
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Trust Short listed for £100,000 Grant  
Some very exciting breaking news that just 
managed to squeeze into this edition of      
Dragonfly. (My thanks to Brian Roberts for the 
information) 

 

The Trust has been asked to submit detailed 
plans in relation to a £100,000 award from the 
Inland Waterways Association. This is to mark 
that organisations diamond jubilee next year. 
The high level description of the project is as 
follows: 

 

The construction of the new junction with the 
Thames and 150m of new wide channel from 
the west bank of the Thames near Culham Cut 
into, and through, an existing former gravel 
pit. The length of the new cut and the route 
through the gravel pit would total some 400 
metres. At the western end of the gravel pit at 
Peep-O-Day Lane we propose a temporary 
visitor pontoon mooring with access to the 
Sustrans route and within walking distance of 
Sutton Wick. 

 

We understand that there was an initial list of 
around 32 applications. This obviously        
contained the Trust. This has been further    
reduced to nine short listed applications for 
more detailed consideration. I am pleased to say 
the Trust has made it to this stage and is now 
working to provide this lower level of detail 
against some very tight timescales. 

 

One spin-off from this (whether we are         
successful or not) is a need to show an active 
increase in membership. So with that in mind 
please consider your friends, family and work 
colleagues. If you feel they would be interested 
in membership, please encourage them to swell 
our numbers and join. Full details can be     

obtained from the membership secretary (details 
in the back inside cover). 

 

Finally, congratulations to all those who have 
worked so hard  to make this short listing a   
possibility. Let’s hope the final stages are 
equally successful. 

 

The complete short list is as follows (in        
alphabetical order): 

 

  Cotswolds Canals - Stonepitts Bridge  

  Driffield Navigation - Wansford Lock 

  Droitwich Canals - Barge Lock 

  Hollinwood Branch (Ashton Canal) - 
Crime Lake to Bardsley Bridge 

  Melton Mowbray Navigation - Syston 
Junction Roving Bridge 

  Montgomery Canal - Redwith Bridge to 
either Gronwen Bridge or Chrickheath 
Wharf 

  Sankey Canal - Hey lock and the pounds 
either side 

  Sleaford Navigation- Summit pound in 
Sleaford 

  Wilts & Berks Canal - New Abingdon 
Junction and first pound 

 

                                           Richard Bellamy 

                                           Editor 
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The 2005 regatta was very impressive with tall 
ships, mine sweepers mixing with narrowboats 
and fibre glass cruisers. 

 

On the social side, the canal croquet social was 
a great success. The weather was good. Alan 
Hoida showed us some very interesting       
photographs of the Belgium Boat lifts. The size 
of these were very impressive 
– total area of the lifts the size 
of a football pitch. Makes 
Foxton incline plane look like 
a toy.  Clem tried to get us to 
do some Wilts & Berks     
business but to no avail. The 
sunshine was too inviting. 

 

As we were not able to attend 
the Bristol Harbour Regatta 
this year over the weekend of 
22nd – 24th July, Dawn & Russ 
agreed to go along to 
Trowbridge Town Park to help 
out at the West Wilts Show.  
They manned the stand from 
10.00 –1.00 on Saturday 30th July.  The event 
was well organised with a free, clearly sign-
posted park and ride into town. The Wilts & 
Berks stand was already set up within one of 
the three large inter-connected marquees,    
resplendent with a beautiful flower arrangement 
(which more than one person asked if it was for 
sale).  The display was well-positioned just by 
the entrance/exit so as people came through 
from the next marquee, the first thing they saw 
was our large map of the waterways network. 
The stand was well-attended all morning. Dawn 
was a little put off by the lack of chairs, but 
there was no time to sit down and was        
well-pleased when Jan came to take over at 
1.00 so she could go and look at the craft stalls 
in the next marquee. Russ was pleased that she 
wasn’t tempted to buy anything. 

The Bath & Bristol Bath have been involved 
with restoration for a very long time and we are 
looking for new blood to give us a kick up the 
… So anyone who thinks that they can or not.. 
Join us over a pint - we meet at Saltford Marina 
on the 3rd Monday every other month.         
September 19th is our next meeting and         

 

(Rus Evans & Jan Flanagan talk to visitors 
to the West Wilts Show  - Dawn Parsons) 

 

November’s meeting is likely to be the     
Christmas Dinner. 

 

For those new to the game, if you look back to 
the eighties you may see that some of the ideas 
are not new. I was just trying to find the results 
of a land survey we had done in the 1980s by 
some students. It was at Melksham from the 
river Avon to the pylon (Melksham Forest 
Lock).    

 

 John Henn 24th August 2005 

 Bath and Bristol Branch 

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  
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Firstly I had better introduce myself - I am 
David Newby and have been a member for 10 
years also a boat owner, and am very keen to 
see this restoration go forward. As the new 
chairman my first task was to thank our out 
going chairman Mr. Colin Fletcher who not 
only talked me into this situation but has     
expressed so much enthusiasm about the Wilts 
and Berks Canal that is was hard to say no to 
any of his requests. From the branch he was 
given a W&B sweat shirt as a reminder of his 
time as chairman as no one could remember 
him ever owning one.  All I can say is good 
luck in his next part of the restoration project, 
and what a hard act to follow. 

 

What a first couple of months in the job; not 
only monthly meetings to see to but our annual 
boat rally.  After twelve dry ones this had to be 
the wet one – the 13th one on the 13th of the 
month. After setting up on the Thursday and 
Friday in good weather, Saturday came and the 
heavens opened not just for us but the cricket 

got caught as well!  Did we give in ?  Not the 
M.C.C. branch. The lights went up thanks to 
Peter, the beer came in thanks to Diana and 
Roger and the food was prepared in a very wet 
tent by myself, Robin and Bill (an American 
visitor), Christine and Julia carried the paper 
work that goes with all these occasions. By 
Saturday night as if my magic the skies cleared, 
the boaters came, the BBQ’s were lit, the music 
turned up and a good time was had by all, with 
thanks to a guess the length of a cucumber  
organized by Natalie, and a bag for auction put 
together by Jackie and Lorraine, and with the 
good auctioneering skill of our music man 
Steve Smiley a handsome profit was made. My 
thanks must also go to the outside businesses 
that support us namely The Three Magpies at 
Sells Green and The Boatman’s Rest at Pewsey 
Wharf. 

 

The next big event must be the trusts A.G.M. 
but this will be over by the time you read this 
so I shall leave it for the next report.  I cannot 

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-
day of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

 

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 
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Wootton Bassett Festival 2005 
Sunday 7th August the sun shone from 

dawn to dusk. The car free High Street was 
ablaze with people enjoying the sounds and 

smells of the Festival. 

(Setting up for Wootton Bassett Festival— 
Ann O’Donoghue) 

From the stage next to The Town Hall the 
various groups were entertaining us with a 
mixture of rock, jazz, reggae, Cuban dance,  
salsa, rumba, disco and American R & B 
and more all through the day. 
Traditional funfair fun was found in The 
Borough Fields Shopping area. 

Based in the High Street were about the 70 
stalls, crafts and traditional children’s face 
painting, hair braiding and workshops. 
Going  walkabout were stilt                 

walkers, Wibbly       
Wizards, Kipper the 
Clown, jugglers, bunnies 
and gorillas. 
The space in the Arena 
was shared between The 
Bournemouth Comedy 
Band performing in their 
Batman Kit and the 
Comedy Fire Eater- but 
not at the same time. 
This was also the       
location for our Wilts & 
Berks Canal Trust      
marquee. Frank, Heather, 
Elizabeth and volunteers 
were busy meeting    

people all day. We are hoping for a       
successful intake of new members. 
In all an exceptional day enjoyed by about 
12,000 visitors. Thanks are due to staff at 
Wootton Bassett Town Council. August 
6th 2006 a definite diary date for next year. 
 

  Ann O'Donoghue  

A number of programmes have recently      
covered the Wilts & Berks canal. Many     
members asked whether we could obtain a copy 
for the Trust use.  

At present, negotiations are continuing,       
however, there are difficult issues relating to 
copyright and long standing Union royalty 
agreements that could prevent this from      
happening. Needless to say I am trying to gain 

permission to use a copy of the transmissions 
for Trust purposes (and potentially for Web 
use). At present, there are signs that we may 
have limited access for agreed uses.  

 

   Richard Bellamy 

   Editor   

Update: Access to television coverage 
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community. We hope that new          
development associated with the restored 
canal will help Grove and Wantage 
maintain their position as an attractive 
flourishing place to live and work. 

 
        Brian Roberts 

You may remember the poem I published in 
the last edition of Dragonfly. (The Old   
Canal by Reginald Arkell). This caused 
some very mixed reactions, so I thought I 
would respond to the comments/questions 
and queries here. 

For the two readers who “hated every    
sentimental word” I’m sorry it wasn’t to 
your taste. For those who enjoyed it I’m 
pleased (I quite liked it myself). In all    
honesty, it was included to fill a rather   
awkward gap (as is this reply) and isn’t a 
move to introduce poetry as a regular slot. 

For the one reader who asked if this was my 
attempt at poetry under another name, I can 
say no. The original is available in Swindon 
reference library for all to see (Swindon and 
the Construction of the Wilts and Berks 
Canal). 

Finally for those who asked if any other 
verse by this author is available, I believe 
the poem was published in a collection 
called More Green Fingers although this has 
been out of print for a considerable time.  
Your local library may be able to assist you 
locate a copy as it is a local title. 

 

  Richard Bellamy 

  Editor 

 

Post Script 
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conclude my first report without also thanking 
Doug Harris our work party organizer for all his 
work at Pewsham, organizing the W.R.G.   
parties and all our own work parties. Also 
thanks to Bob Howlett for the boat trips at 
Melksham and Chippenham. 

 

Our monthly meetings are now held at the 
Rachael Fowler Centre in Melksham still on the 
second Tuesday of the month. Parking available 

in the car park off King Street.  Refreshments 
are available. 

 

                David Newby 

                 Melksham, Calne and Chippenham 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  

Another busy three months have passed, and 
great steps forward have been made. 

I hope that the front cover of Dragonfly will 
show a photograph showing the reconstruction 
work in progress on the tail of lock 3.  [ It does! 
It was the best “work in progress shot          
received—Ed] 

It was back in 2001, when we resumed work 
parties at Lock 3 at Seven Locks after the Foot 
and Mouth Disease outbreak, that we first   
realised that we had a problem in the serious 
structural damage to the walls at the lower end 
of the lock.  There is a long saga (perhaps I’ll 
write a feature     
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(Lock 4 viewed from the top end, showing the 
7 tonne excavator- Dave Tarrant) 

article for a future Dragonfly…) of how  
various challenges were overcome.   

The last challenges were to arrange a   
series of workdays so that the old walls 
could be taken down, new footings cast, 
and the new walls started, without rain  
disrupting the work.  Two weeks, back-to-
back, of Canal Camps were arranged – and 
the walls are now well above the prevailing 
water level.   

 

The first canal camp involved about 25 
members of the WRG BITM regional 
group for a weekend, following which 
about 12 stayed for the week.  They     
arrange a week-long camp each year alongside 
their regular weekends working on various  
projects.  In spite of the mixed weather that 
week, the old walls were demolished and the 
concrete for the bases of the new walls was 
poured.  That was one of the most critical parts 
of our work programme.  I’d spent several years 
hoping it would happen, and would happen 
without problems!  A big thank you to Graham 
Hotham who led that camp, to Rachael who 

organised the work on site, and to the people 
from BITM who worked so hard to complete 
the task. 

 

The next week we had a Waterway Recovery 
Group Canal Camp – Rachael led it with myself 
as Assistant.  Meanwhile Di Smurthwaite    
continued for a second week as that vital team 
member, the Cook.  Work resumed in earnest on 
the chamber clearance at Lock 4.  I use the word 
‘resume’ as some work was done on this about 
ten years ago.  We have now seen much more of 
the chamber walls and the invert, so I’ve been 
able to send a more comprehensive report to our 
Civil Engineer.  The Canal Camp team included 
a good mix of people.   

 

 

 

 

(David and Sophie taking a break from lock 
4- Dave Tarrant) 

There was a Trust member named David who 
was interested to learn more about what happens 
at restoration sites; and a new navvy named 
David who has a full-time job as a teacher.   
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between an authority and a developer for 
him to fund ‘public benefit’ constructions 
away from the site he is developing.     
Typically this is used to fund road works 
such as roundabouts or other junction   
improvements, but if the development is of 
large scale (say 2500 houses) then schools, 
playgrounds, new main roads or open space 
AND CANALS can be part of the deal. 
Policies must be already written and the 
requirements must not be out of scale with 
the amount of development proposed. 

 

In Grove/Wantage the canal will form a 
continuous spine of a ‘green network of 
open spaces’ between the towns…. with 
footpaths, cycle tracks, playing fields and 
wildlife areas alongside the water with its 
towpath. The essential idea would be that 
everyone in the existing and the new 
houses would benefit from its existence. 
But this idea has to be supported by the 
public before any council will include   
partial funding of the restoration as part of 
a “Section 106 agreement”.  

 

I think our recent campaign showed that 
many of the public could see this as a   
creative idea and we are hoping that the 
inspector at the recently concluded Local 
Plan Inquiry will agree. If he does, he will 
support the allocation of the industrial site 
for housing and,  on the back of over 200 
houses overlooking water here, the        
developers will contribute to canal        
restoration through Grove/Wantage. Either 
voluntarily, or as part of a “Section 106 
agreement” with the Vale of White Horse 
District Council. 

In the meantime, the Trust has asked     
International Consulting Engineers Arup to 
find a way of ‘threading the canal’ route 
past the three 'pinchpoints' along these 
lengths. These are at East Challow, under 
the new roundabout system at the western 
end of Mably Way and at Grove Bridge 
under the A338. These may need new lock 
positions in order to pass the water of the 
canal below the road system. Hopefully, by 
Christmas – when the Local Plan Inspector 
is due to give us all his report – the Trust 
will be ready with some practical details of 
works that they would like to see. The 
whole section is from Kings Lift Bridge to 
the west of East Challow as far as the Great 
Western Railway embankment at          
Ardington to the east of Grove. The aim 
will be to create minimum disruption to 
existing development whilst still being able 
eventually to navigate a narrowboat 
through this section … which will then 
eventually join up with the section where 
we are working this year --- at Childrey 
Wharf.  

 

Voluntary or ‘Section 106’ agreements 
with developers of housing in the Grove/
Wantage area will hopefully provide     
substantial help to fund the Wilts & Berks 
Canal Restoration through the Grove/
Wantage area.  

 
At Grove and Wantage, we are keen to 
ensure that new development relates to and 
enhances the canal, opening up public   
access, linkages, and maximising waterside 
opportunities for the benefit of all the  



32 

Many members will have been following 
the campaign that we have been having at 
the East End about securing the canal    
restoration through Grove / Wantage.    
Historically the canal passed between these 
two towns, with a short spur to a wharf in 
Wantage. Nowadays it is still largely    
bordered by green fields except where 
roads cross the line in three places.  

 

At one location an industrial site (Crown 
Technology) comes close and the campaign 
was in support of the conversion of this 
site, together with some land either side, as 
a site for new housing in the shape of a 
small village community with a mooring 
basin and wetlands alongside. The        
developers suggested that having housing 
overlooking the canal and moorings gave 
them such a boost to house prices that they 
could afford to subsidise the canal         
restoration by £8-10 MILLIONS! They 
publicised this promise in their website  

( A possible vision for Grove and     
Wantage— ourwaterway.org) 

www.ourwaywaterway.org and many   www.ourwaywaterway.org and many   
people sent emails supporting them. 

 

As a qualified town planner, I have often 
been asked ‘how can they afford’ and ‘why 
they should do’ this?   

 

How can they afford is relatively easy to 
explain. Houses in close proximity to water 
generally command a higher price for the 
same amount of accommodation as those in 
‘ordinary’ new estates. Studies have shown 
that this can be as much as 20% extra, with 
enough houses overlooking water this extra 
can pay for quite a lot of restoration.. 

 

Why? Is more difficult. The ‘extra’ value 
will not happen at all unless the restoration 
is paid for. If no-one else is willing to help, 
then the developer may wish to fund it 
himself. If any planning authority has made 
the canal restoration as one of its policies 

then the authority can 
insist that any      
development that 
gains from the     
restored canal should 
help to pay for it. The 
mechanism is a bit 
complex but is know 
in the trade as a 
“Section 106”    
agreement.  This 
gives the power   

under Section 106 of the relevant Act to 
require a ‘side agreement’ to be made   

A new future for Grove & Wantage 
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(Lock 3 wing walls. Ever upwards - 
Dave Tarrant) 

 

There was another  David, from London, 
and David, known as Taz, who joined us 
as preparation for his leading of a further   
Canal Camp in October.  There were also 
several people not called David!   Helga 
joined us from Germany.  All the team 
worked very hard and exceeded our     
expectations regarding the work           
completed. 

 

Another major step forward made one  evening 
during the Canal Camp was a meeting with our 
landowners.  Signatures were added to the  
documents covering our work on the site for a 
further 20 years.  Rachael was pleased to meet 
Chaloner Chute and Ian Sharp at the site last 
week, and Chaloner has seen what is being 
achieved with the funds North Wiltshire District 
Council contributed to the project.  Our thanks 
go to Chaloner and to NWDC. 

 

Work at Dauntsey Lock has continued.  
Ray Aldridge and Rachael have made  
progress moving more of the spoil out of 
the bed of the canal, using the now-
repaired 25-tonne excavator on loan 
from Mike Gillman.  The Sunday team 
of bricklayers has been working on the 
wall/fence around the back of the car 
park at the Peterborough Arms.  This 
task will probably be complete by the 
time you’re reading this.   

 

 

(The lower gate recess of lock 4, visible once 
again - Dave Tarrant) 

Although you get some idea from the photos of 
the work in Dragonfly, a visit to the site at 
Seven Locks (access via Bowds Lane) is          
recommended. 

 

   Luke Walker 

 

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  
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WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH        Tel: 01793 849970 

Secretary:     Vacant 

Now that we don’t have any building work to 
do we have taken the opportunity to catch up on 
hedge trimming and grass cutting along the 
Wootton Bassett section. 

We are strimming the towpath and dry canal 
bed from Chaddington lock eastwards to 
Bincknoll Lane.  Cutting the growth in the  
canal bed reveals the well-defined cross section 
shape of the canal at this point.  Remember that 
the summit section was six feet wider and two 
feet deeper than the rest of the canal and     
provides an impressive cross section.  Some 
people disagree that the summit cross section 
was wider and deeper than the rest of the canal 
but clearing out the bed at this point does     
indicate that it was.  We have also dug a trench 
across the bed of the canal and the depth at the 
bottom of the silt does suggest the deeper   
measurement. 

At the Templars Firs end I have been concerned 
for some time that the spillway has become 
overgrown with reeds to such an extent it could 
have impeded the flow of excess water from the 

canal.  A couple of us spent some hours on a 
hot day, in waders, pulling out enough of the 
reeds to provide a clear channel for the water.  
Every reed pulled out seemed to disturb a 
swarm of horseflies and other man eating    
insects which defied half a can of jungle 
strength insect repellent.  We will need to    
complete the job when it gets a bit cooler. 

We have been becoming concerned that the 
towpath along the watered section has been 
becoming increasingly narrow, and have been 
aware that some erosion has taken place.  There 
is almost a mile of watered canal here and the 
hedge was layed some years ago.  Despite  
efforts to keep it in shape it seems to have 
grown faster than we trimmed it.  The          
landowner arranged to cut the top and field side 
some years ago but this now requires serious 
attention.  The Wednesday work party decided 
to take on the cutting of the canal side of the 
hedge with our trusty hedge trimmer. We were 
surprised just how much the hedge had grown 
and were cutting three or four feet off the side.  

HAVE YOU PUT THE AGM IN YOUR DIARY? 

RACHEL FOWLER CENTRE, MELKSHAM 
SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2005.  

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

Our major work sites for Sundays in the Spring are Dauntsey Lock and Lock 3, with occasional 
visits to Foxham.  Please check with Luke on his mobile if you wish to join or visit us. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 
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As you may know, the Trust has been lucky 
enough to have a permanent display at Lackham 
school of agriculture. If you haven’t seen it 
yourself yet, it’s well worth a visit when you are 
next in the area. It’s certainly been very popular 
over the summer with good attendances at 
events and throughout the year. 

(A similar but smaller project in Gwent) 

However, success brings new challenges. Over 
the next 1-2 years we are likely to be offered 
considerably more space at Lackham. Enough 
for a narrowboat (or at least a cabin) to display 
what life was like for a family of four working 
on the canal.  

This is an excellent opportunity to increase the 
visibility of the Trust and reflects well on our 
current relationship with Lackham.  

Our cabin will need to be built and made     
suitable for disabled access and/or viewing. —
quite a challenge. However one we’re sure the 
Trust is capable of achieving.  

We’re already working with Gloucester canal 
museum to identify suitable plans (perhaps 
based on ) although we would probably call our 

cabin the Dragonfly. All we need to make this a 
reality is a team to undertake the construction 
challenge. 

Could you help with this project? 

If you would be interested in helping Jan 
Flanagan would like to 
hear from you. Ideally 
we’re looking for a team 
of people with space to 
build (but we’ll settle for 
the people as a starting 
point). So if you’re a 
frustrated craftsman,   
carpenter boatwright or 
simply want a real    
challenge to tackle over 
the coming months—
please, please contact us. 

This cabin section at Gwent shows what can be 
achieved and is a great focal point for their  
display. Just imagine how much impact we 
could make at Lackham with something similar. 

So if you’re an armchair supporter in search of a 
way to help, or if you have the necessary     
expertise or space for construction, we would 
love to hear from you. 

If you’re interested in taking part in this project, 
don’t be daunted by the scale of the task,  please 
contact Jan Flanagan on Swindon 01793 523048 
and we can work out just what we can manage. 

  Jan Flanagan 

 

 

The Dragonfly Cabin Project 
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If I asked you what you knew about Mink, I 
suspect it may be limited to the supply of fur 
coats rather than the animal from which the 
fur is obtained. It may be even more surprising 
to know that there are thriving mink         
populations along parts of the Wilts & Berks 
canal. One such area is Wootton Bassett. 

(North American Mink—picture courtesy of 
BCAdventure.com) 

This sleek-bodied animal has a chocolate 
brown to black fur with white spotting on the 
chin and throat. The tail is long and bushy. 
Average weight is 1-4 pounds, the size of a 
small cat, the male being heavier than the 
female. The mink occurs naturally throughout 
all of Canada and parts of the United States 
along rivers, creeks, ponds, lakes and marshes. 
They were introduced into the UK on          
fur-farms during the 1970’s with many      
released in the 1980’s. 

Mink prey chiefly on water-voles, mice,     
rabbits, fish, snakes, frogs and birds and are 
known to raid chicken too. Foxes, and owls 
are predators in Canada, although this seems 
not to be the case in Britain.  

As a result of their predatory nature, they are 
increasingly unpopular with anglers and some       

conservationists alike.  

The local angling club have recently         
complained about the mink activity as       
evidenced by an increase in damaged fish 
stocks. There is also a reported drop in the 
number of water voles on the canal stretch as a 
result of increased mink activity. 

Wootton Bassett branch have now 
reached the point where other methods 
having failed, they are having to con-
trol the numbers of mink on their 
stretch in order to preserve some of the 
natural species. 

Working with the Wiltshire Wildlife 
Trust, the branch have been offered a 
number of mink traps in an attempt to 
reduce their numbers along this stretch 
of the canal. However, the Wildlife 
Trust need to be assured that any mink 

caught in this way can destroyed humanely. 
They have suggested the use of a shotgun 
or .22 rifle (using rim-fire ammunition only).  
The Wildlife Trust will not provide the traps 
unless/until we can assure them of this      
capability. 

The Branch have obtained the necessary     
permissions and are ready to work with the 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust if this hurdle can be 
overcome. 

As a result, the branch would be keen to hear 
from any members (preferably local to the 
Wootton Bassett area) who have the necessary 
equipment and feel able to assist with this 
task. If you believe you can assist with this 
difficult task, please contact Gordon Wheeler 
at     Wootton Bassett branch on Swindon 
(01793) 855401 

 

 Gordon Wheeler  Wootton Bassett 

An Unwelcome Visitor? 
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Apart from the effort of cutting the hedge it was 
a major job to clear away the cuttings and cut 
back the grass.  Suddenly the towpath was 
much wider and the erosion seemed less     
serious.  It took three Wednesday work parties 
and a lot of effort to trim the mile of hedge.  
The more canal we restore the more            
maintenance we will have to do and I firmly 
believe we should not restore any section unless 
we can maintain it afterwards.  Several people 
have suggested we get together a maintenance 
working group to carry out these tasks.  This is 
becoming more of a necessity and such a group 
must have the necessary equipment to be able 
to tackle the job effectively. 

In the absence of the necessary permissions to 
continue with the next stage of restoration we 
will continue to cut, trim and strim for the   
foreseeable future.  We still have some more 
serious jobs to do around the lock and may well 
tackle these in the autumn.  The numbers of 
volunteers on our Wednesday work parties has 
dwindled a little.  We still need helpers and 
have more than enough work to keep them 
happy, encouraged by a friendly band of     
volunteers and a lot of tea. 

 

   John Bower 

                                        

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 

If you’re fed up with “reality television” or 
in case you need an excuse to watch your 
television, can I recommend something 
worth watching? 

Rebuild a Narrowboat is a series which 
runs each Wednesday starting on 14th  
September 2005 
Unfortunately, this is only available on the 
Discovery Real Time channel  (non      
terrestrial) at present so you’ll need access 
to either Sky133 /  NTL304/133 or  T271 
As the name suggests, the programme 

 shows a narrowboat being restored and                    
rebuilt from start to finish. 

Although I can’t guarantee any of the    
narrowboats come from this area, it does 
show just what went into their construction  
and perhaps why they have survived for so 
long. 
 

    Ann O’Donoghue 

  Administrator 

Reality TV worth watching ? 
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CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Vacant 

Secretary:  Denise Giles, Knoll Cottage,3 Hayes Knoll, Purton Stoke,Wilts SN5 4JL Tel 01793 770766  

 Thanks to Hilary our fundraiser, we have   
received a grant for £4250 from “Awards for 
all”. This is for the coping stones required on 
the Towpath wall. (As mentioned before the 
original ones were taken and used on the  

1914-18-war memorial at Purton.)  

(Hilary Sharman with Rachael from Radio 
Swindon—Dave Watten) 

The coping stones have been ordered and are 
now being prepared by a local quarry. Several 
radio broadcasts followed this award, from 
Radio Swindon and Wiltshire radio. 

 We will wait until Ron our resident bricklayer 
has had his hip replacement operation this 
month, before drilling and fitting these stones. 
Good luck to him. 

The brickwork on the wall is now complete 
taking about 5050 bricks. So that leaves us now 
concentrating on repair of the final culvert roof. 

We as a branch are also involved in supporting 
the two publicity events, the National  

Waterways event at Preston brook near        
Liverpool and the Cricklade show. 

 

Hayes Knoll Lock 

We are now preparing to pump out the water in 
the lock to investigate the condition of the 
floor. Painting of the site container is now  
underway. 

 

AGM A little late but our branch AGM is now 
planned for Tuesday November 14th.  

 

  Dave Warren 

            WPO Cricklade  

AND FINALLY ... 
A NON SHAGGY DOG’S TAIL ! 

 
We are sorry to announce the shortening of one 
of our members “Kylie”. This lovely          
greyhound, from the greyhound rescue service, 
was too slow in going through a door and was 
shortened by having 4” cut off his tail. While 
you are all cringing, remember who the culprit 
was, his owner Sue. Sue’s mum Hilary picked 
the tail up to try and sow it back on, without 
success. We understand it was still wagging. 
The vet took another 1”off repairing it. 
Makes you understand why the kicked Kylie 
out of greyhound racing though, if she wasn’t 
quick enough to get through a door what chance 
did she have at the Blunsdon race track? 

 

  Dave Warren 

  WPO Cricklade 
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 What better way to wish your friends Seasons Greetings and raise the profile of the Trust at 
the same time? 

 

A snow covered Bevens Bridge near Kingshill is the subject of these exceptional quality 
Christmas cards (approx 8 inches by 6) marked Merry Christmas. (Message inside reads: 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year)  

 

A limited number are available (£1.95 for 5 cards and envelopes) from Heather Young, 75 
Dunnington Road Wootton Bassett SN4 7EL  (Swindon 01793 636596) or via e-mail 
heather.young@wbct.org.ukheather.young@wbct.org.uk 

 

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

Would you or your employer benefit from advertising in Dragonfly? 

 

If so, please contact the Editor for details of rates. If you are a company and would like to sup-
port us by sponsoring the production of this magazine please contact the editor on: 

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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 Your branch has the chance to provide the front cover for Dragonfly 100 
(hopefully in colour) ... 

After many editions, it’s now time to say 
goodbye to the map in the centre pages. 
After many requests, its days are well and 
truly numbered ! 

All branches are asked to help Dragonfly   
provide a more useful, meaningful and local 
map! This should  focus on areas of current 
work, access (where appropriate) and   
parking. 

The new Branch based maps are intended to start with Dragonfly 100— so start         
considering your branch map NOW ! 

The branch submitting the best map to the Editor will win the right to chose/provide the 
cover photograph for the 100th Dragonfly magazine. 

 

Entries should be sent to The Editor at 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire 
SN4 0DB or via e-mail to editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk. The closing date for entries is 31st       
December 2005 

Dragonfly 100 — Competition 

Formal notification of the AGM was posted (along with accounts) in the last edition of         
Dragonfly. However, just to remind all members. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wilts and Berks Canal Trust Company (Company number 2267719) 

 

will be held on Saturday 22nd October 2005 

 

at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Market Place, Melksham, Wilts SN12 6EX 

A date for your Diaries 
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The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 

 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, Stable Cottage, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 9JG                  Tel 01793 770546 

 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, Swindon SN1 3HW                * Tel  01793 480312 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  01793 775993 

In July we took a step forward at Mouldon 
Hill with Stephen Gamper Associates  
commissioned to perform soil                
investigations for the new retaining wall to 
be built against the Purton Road Bridge.  
Planning permission for the wing walls has 
been approved, and once the test results are 
completed tenders will offered to begin the 
work. 

 

We continue to negotiate with Swindon 
Borough Council and developers on the 
Swindon centre through route. We have 
had much favourable publicity in the local 
paper recently regarding the possibility of 
the canal returning to the town centre, and 
a pole on our web-site shows 98% support. 

 

During the summer months the work party 
has mainly focussed on maintaining a weed 
free route at Westlease for the trip boat. We 
have also been mapping leaks under the 
towpath, as the water level can drop to six 
inches below the overflow at times.    
Hopefully we can address these over the 
winter. 

The Trip boat has been very successful this 
year, thanks to the efforts of Toni         
Lawson-Hall, who has fearlessly phoned 
many of our members, and planted ideas of 
wonderful Sunday afternoons floating up 
and down the canal. Luckily many fell in to 
her trap, and we have had volunteers most 
weeks. Many thanks must go to them for 
making this season so successful, as we 
have made well over £200 pounds, and 
raised awareness of the Wilts & Berks  
canal to many more people in Swindon. 
We look forward to doing the same again 
next year. 

 

There have been several public events at 
which we have raised our visibility, with 
Jan and the display tent, including the Old 
Town Festival, and the Woodland Festival 
at the Lawns.  

 

All in all a pleasant summer. 

 

                        Ken Oliver  

                        Swindon Branch 
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The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.swindoncanals.co.ukwww.swindoncanals.co.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

TRIP BOAT CO-ORDINATOR:  Ceri Evans-Ford                                                             Tel 07753 753948 

 

Details of Sunday work parties can be obtained from the Secretary  

WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

Progress on Steppingstone Bridge. 

Well 17 volunteers from the    
Waterways Recovery Group turned up on 
the weeklong summer camp from 23rd to 
30th July and worked like Trojans on     
Steppingstone Bridge.  They were         
accommodated, fed, watered and           
decontaminated (mud, mud, glorious mud!)  
in Watchfield village hall.   

Over the eight days the bridge site 
was pumped out, (we have dams either 
side), and all the below waterline        
brickwork, which was in remarkably good 
condition considering it’s been there for 
200 years, was repaired and repointed. A 
start was also made on restoring two of the 
abutment walls and hundreds of bricks 
were recovered and cleaned for re-use.  

This bridge was collapsed in, on purpose 
by the local council, in the 1950s for safety 
reasons. However, before it was a 2 feet 
diameter pipe was installed to allow water 
to flow beneath it for drainage purposes. 
Unfortunately for us the bottom of the pipe 

was way above the bottom of the canal (at 
least 2 feet!), and as Stainswick Lane Lift 
Bridge at the other end of this section is 
completely infilled and as the section is 
mostly in a deep cutting there is always a 
couple of feet of water trapped between the 
two bridges thus making restoration      
projects difficult, to say the least! That’s 
why the restoration of this bridge is so  
important to us. We have discovered, to our 
cost, that the council made an extremely 
good job of installing the pipe, even if it is 
a couple of feet to high, with massive   
foundations and headwalls made of       
concrete which must have been left over 
from war time bunker construction.  

Luckily for us some of the wrgies set about 
removing it with gusto and whilst the    
water/mud level was low, the 18 inches 
thick concrete foundations and the 12 
inches thick headwalls were broken up 
with a jackhammer, an extremely arduous 
task.  
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Medical health report on the Canal 

(Reprinted with permission of Swindon      
Evening Advertiser) 

 

Originally printed on 26th June 1908, this  
report to the local authority made poor reading 

 

From Marsh Farm bridge to the wharf the water 
is covered with weed and a growth of rushes. 
When disturbed the water gives off gas, which 
is offensive. This occurs more particularly in 
the neighbourhood of the two bridges. 

The length of the canal from Wharf bridge to 
Graham Street is for the most part open water 
and is very offensive. From Graham Street to 
Skurray’s Mill and whale bridge there is less 
open water. 

Opposite the brick kilns there is a surface    

collection of stinking filth and from here to the 
mill and bridge the water is black and stinking. 
From whale bridge to Wellington street the 
canal is overgrown. From Wellington Street 
Bridge to the junction and on the Regent Street 
Bridge the water is clear of weed but is black 
and very offensive. 

From Regent Street to Commercial Road the 
canal is covered with weed but is not offensive. 
At Cambria Bridge, the water has recently been 
cleaned out and disinfectants put in the water. 
Here, however, volumes of gas are liberated 
when the bottom is disturbed. 

From Cambria Bridge to Marlborough Street 
and then on to Wootton Bassett Road the canal 
is entirely covered by weed and a growth of  
rushes, except where the dam was at the laying 
of the new Westcott Place sewer, the water is 
open and offensive. 

Snippets from the Past 

How well do you know stretches of the Canal? Wootton Bassett set the questions for this edition. 

 

1   Which celebrity opened the 1998 IWA National Trailboat Festival? 

2   What is the Tockenham stretch used for now 

3   What was the name of the historic pub on the route at Marlborough Rd, Wootton Bassett? 

4   What is the difference between Damselfly and Dragonfly (in terms of the Trust) 

5   On which lane is Chaddington Lane Bridge ? 

6   Name the industry carried out at Vastern? 

7   How many arches does Dunnington Aqueduct have? 

8   Where was the first Wilts & Berks meeting held? 

9   What special event took place at Wootton Bassett on 13 April 2005  

10 How did the WBCT turn a mountain of rubbish into an object of wonder.  
Answers can be found on page 38 (and yes they are meant to be upside down!) 

Canal Knowledge 



26 

particular canal but it joined the River Mersey 
on the north side and wends its way through 
Warrington to St Helens. We found two points 
where the Sankey locked down into the Mersey, 
both now being used as marinas. Going on 
towards Warrington the canal bed was mainly 
dry but intact. Interestingly the canal was partly 
followed by a branch of the Sustrans Cycleway 
Network rather like our own. The Sankey Canal 
Society is now actively promoting the         
restoration of the canal. 

On the way back to the festival we stopped to 
have a look at Bridgewater House, where the 
Duke of Bridgewater lived during the          
construction of the Bridgewater Canal, and the 
site of Runcorn Locks, two sets of ten locks in 
parallel joining the Bridgewater to the        
Manchester Ship Canal. The House, which was 
recently saved from demolition, is now at the 
centre of a large housing development.      
However, the line of one set of locks has been 
preserved and it is hoped that restoration will 
take place at some time in the future. 

Other members of our team took the            
opportunity to explore. Vic Millar and Chris 
Toms took a trip to the canal museum at    
Ellesmere Port while Dave Warren and Jean 
spent the day in Chester. 

Back at the festival, there had been a slow but 
steady stream of interested visitors to the stand. 
Jan and I took over from Ceri and her partner at 
2 until 4pm. I must admit I feel a little out of 
touch these days but if you get stuck there is 
usually someone there to help you out, and as 
long as you have a basic knowledge and convey 
a sense of enthusiasm, you can get away with 
most things! If you don’t know just say so. 
The main entertainment for Sunday evening 
was from a comedy duo and, of course, the 
illuminated boat parade. This is always very 
entertaining if a little difficult to see because to 
the crowds on the canal bank. It is also difficult 
to describe without going into each individual 
narrowboat. I can only suggest that, as next 
years festival is just down the road at Beale 
Park, Panbourne, nr Reading, that you make a 
note in your diary to go and see it for yourself. 

After the parade some of us yet again retired to 

Dave’s tent for a nightcap. 
Monday. We awoke to a wet start this morning 
but by lunchtime the sky had cleared and it was 
business as usual. I expected the early rain to 
have kept people away and I think numbers 
were down a little on yesterday but not much. I 
did my stint on the stand and then took a quick 
trip around the showground to pick up a few 
last minute bargains I’d had my eye on. I had 
time to watch the closing ceremony in the main 
arena before helping to disassemble the display 
ready for it to be packed into Jan’s car for the 
journey home. Once the public had left the 
vehicles were allowed on site and the fun     
began. The new tent packs away almost as  
easily as it is erected so it wasn’t long before 
we were all sitting outside the entertainment 
marquee enjoying a coffee and discussing the 
weekend. We then said goodbye to Jan and 
Luke who were leaving the site and, having 
first agreed to meet later in the entertainment 
marquee, set off to our respective camps to start 
packing. 

The last evening’s entertainment came in the 
form of a Beatles tribute band, the Beat Beatles.  
We danced, well some of us, and sang the   
evening away. 

The main object of this article is to give you 
some idea of what it’s like to get involved with 
helping to publicise the Wilts & Berks. 
Granted, not all of the events we attend are as 
grand, or as far away, as the National          
Waterways Festival but most are fun and, with 
enough help, are not too taxing. It’s not at all 
obligatory, your membership is greatly       
appreciated, but if you feel like getting involved 
in any way at all you will be most welcome. 

The only thing left to say is that on Tuesday 
morning, after a hearty breakfast provided by 
Jean and Dave, we packed up the awning and 
took a slow trip home through the Derbyshire 
Peaks. 

Don’t forget to make a date for next August 
Bank Holiday at Beale Park, Nr Reading. 

 

   Tim Preece 
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Then low and behold below the 
concrete foundations they discovered the 
original bridge parapet copingstones, neatly 
laid in line as foundations to the           
foundations, no wonder it was 2 feet too 
high! When we have some lifting gear on 
site we will remove them for use on the 
finished bridge. They will weigh several 
hundredweight, each! Take a walk down to 
the site to see for yourselves. Branch  
members will be carrying on with the   
restoration and with a London WRG  
weekend camp in November confirmed we 
should see some real progress this year. 
Well done WRG, where would we be 
without you! 

 

Anyone is welcome to join in! Contact our 
workparty leader Chris on 783776. (More 
details on the WRG website                
http://www.wrg.org.uk/http://www.wrg.org.uk/) 

 
As always we failed yet again to 

keep up with the extraordinary growth of 
weeds along one of the towpaths, this 
meant that they got out of hand and almost 
cut off pedestrian access. This then        
required a super-human effort by a local 
branch workparty to clear the way; lets 
hope the hot dry weather will stunt further 
growth! All our paths are currently open.  

Shrivenham Village Fete was a 
rather grand affair this year to celebrate its 
25th anniversary. We set up the Trusts  
second stand and it received plenty of   

interest, especially the cast iron W&BC 
notice recently found in the garden of the 
lock-keepers cottage at Longcot. It was 
kindly lent to us, by the finder, for display 
at the show. We plan to help with its     
restoration and hope to have a good photo 
of it for the next Dragonfly. You will have 
to wait till then to see what it says! Worth 
waiting for though. 
 

Be forewarned and book up – The West 
Vale Canal Group Annual Quiz, (not 
your normal quiz, a real challenge! Great 
fun and hot supper included), has proved so 
popular that it has become Bi-annual, is to 
be held as usual in the Bowls Club, on  
November 12th  

Don’t be among the disappointed, last   
November several latecomers had to be 
turned away! Register your interest on 
(01793) 783024 or 782776. 

 

                        

            Alan Norris  

                          Branch Chairman. 

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 
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The first week in August saw the East Vale 
Team assembled close to Childrey New Road 
bridge.  The purpose was to rebuild part of the 
long defunct and collapsed Childrey Wharf.  
We were blessed with a week of near perfect 
weather; the only serious rain occurring at night 
and that only damped the ground slightly.  With 
the goodwill of the two adjacent landowners a 
small camp was set up in the field  

(Shortly after the start of work— Branch 
photograph) 

 

next to the wharf and fresh water was 
made available (this ensured that the   
teapot did not run dry). 

 

The wharf, estimated to have originally 
been over three hundred feet long, was in 
varying states of decay.  In places it had 
disappeared completely, while elsewhere a 
section (approx 30 feet) had been rebuilt 
during the 1991 Big Dig.  When work 
began earlier this year all traces of the 
wharf had been hidden by thick           
vegetation, and just clearing this was a 
major task in itself. 

 

The wharf was constructed in 30 feet sections 

with protruding ‘rubbing’ stones as dividers.  
Theses smooth stones were apparently there to 
prevent the narrow boats from being damaged 
by the rougher stones used in the construction 
of the wharf wall. 

 

The initial work consisted of clearing all the 
loose stonework and providing new foundations 

using a mixture of original stone and 
concrete blocks.  While this was being 
done another team set about casting new 
coping stones to line the top.  As far as 
possible the top layers of the wharf wall, 
which will be above the water level, were 
built using only original stone.  Behind 
the facing wall more stone was packed 
and this was embedded in concrete to 
ensure a solid structure. 

 

It was a long, but enjoyable, week, with 
team members turning up as               
circumstances allowed.  One special  

mention must be made of our mixer in chief, 
Richard, who probably never wants to see    
another shovelful of sand or cement again. 

(Wharf wall during reconstruction— Branch 
photograph) 

 

WEST VALE 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 
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free time to enjoy the festival or explore the 
surrounding area. In this case, most of us spent 
a maximum of just two hours a day on the 
stand. 

There was a steady stream of visitors. Some 
very knowledgeable about the W&B, just    
calling in for an update, and some learning 
about it for the first time. We had three couples 
sign up for membership that morning which 
was a total surprise. There was no ‘hard sell’, 
they just seemed to come forward! One couple 
had just bought a narrowboat for the first time 
and, as one was born in ‘Wilts’ and the other in 
‘Berks’, they felt that they aught to be       
members! 

(The first visitors to the Wilts and Berks 
display - Tim Preece) 

Our pitch was right opposite the main arena. 
The advantage of this was that you were on 
hand to see most of the entertainment, several 
times over the weekend. ‘Paws for Thought’ 
were there as usual with their mix of rescued 
dogs jumping through hoops of fire etc. A firm 
favourite with the spectators was Jack, a small 
Jack Russell who did not always do as he was 
told. The disadvantage of being so close to the 
arena was that it became very difficult to    
communicate with our visitors during the     
performances. 

There were, of course, numerous other acts in 
the centre arena, most notably the Welsh horse 

Yeomanry, the Welsh Axemen, Falconry and 
‘The amazing Magnus’, an escape artist who 
managed to escape from chains and a sealed 
sack just in time to avoid being squashed by a 
road roller being driven by our own George 
Eycott! No doubt we’ll see him again next year. 
Never mind George, better luck next time! 

My two hours being over at 12.00 o’clock I 
went back over to the camper for a spot of 
lunch and a rest. Then Christine and I took a 
wander around the festival site looking at the 
various stands and stalls The larger marquees 
around the site housed displays by BW, AE and 
the Waterways Trust as well as a craft fair and, 
of course IWA’s main display. 

There was also a bandstand, 
children entertainment stage 
and a Theatre in which, 
amongst other things, the 
various restoration societies 
gave their presentations over 
the weekend. The Wilts & 
Berks Canal Trust gave two 
presentation one, by Vic 
Miller, on Saturday and the 
other on Monday given by 
Martin Buckland. 

The festival site closes to the 
general public at 6pm each 
day and, after a short time, 
reopens for food and beer 

sales, and entertainment, for the boaters and 
campers. 

Saturday’s entertainment was supplied by two 
canal based folk bands, Braunstan Pickle and 
Keepers Lock. An enjoyable evening was spent 
in the company of others from the Wilts & 
Berks team. It does get rather busy in the    
entertainment marquee and some of us decided 
to retire to Dave Warren’s tent, which was 
within earshot of the music, to finish off the 
evening. 

Sunday. One of the things that I look forward 
to most on these festival weekends is the    
opportunity to explore the local area. This year 
Christine and I teamed up with Jan and went on 
a Short Journey to explore the Sankey Canal. I 
don’t know too much about the history of this 
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This years festival was held over the late     
August Bank Holiday at Preston Brook on the 
Bridgewater Canal, Cheshire. 

We arrived at the camp site late on Thursday 
evening having spent the previous week      
exploring the mountains and coastline of North 
Wales. I had always thought that the ‘incline 
plane’ was firmly in the domain of the water-
ways until I discovered last week that they were 
also used extensively, in mountainous areas of 
Wales, to haul equipment and stone in and out 
of otherwise inaccessible places. 

(The impressive incline plane— Tim Preece) 

 

After erecting the awning in the pouring rain, 
and setting up camp we headed off to the    
entertainment marquee to meet Dave Warren 
and his partner, Jean and to discuss our plans 
for the following day.  

Friday. Other than needing to be available to 
help set up the display tent when Jan arrives 
later in the afternoon, the day was free so we 
decided to take a short trip to have a look at the 

Anderton Boat Lift. Dave was quite keen     
having seen one of a similar design on a recent 
trip to Canada. I had visited the lift on my way 
to the National several years ago. At that time it 
had not long been reopened after full           
restoration and I was keen to see how things 
had changed since then. 

I remember standing at the bottom of the lift 
with my son and Misty, my dog, watching two 
narrowboats being lifted simultaneously, one 
up, one down. It was quite a sight. An         
education centre has now been constructed 
there, which is very informative, and there is 
now a charge to visit the bottom of the lift. I 
understand the need to raise money for the  
upkeep of buildings and maintenance of the lift 
etc (although there is income from boats using 
the lift as well as a trip boat). However, as dogs 
are no longer allowed on the area at the bottom 
of the lift I was unable to accompany Dave and 
Jean to the site. 

Instead Christine and I took Misty for a walk 
along the towpath meeting, and talking to the 
owners of some narrowboats moored on the 
canal at the top of the lift, they are always such 
a friendly bunch. If you are ever in the area, the 
Anderton Boat Lift is well worth a visit. 

Later, back at the festival site all the W&B 
members had arrived. Dave Warren, Chris 
Toms, Vic Miller and I were waiting near our 
display pitch for Jan to arrive with all the gear. 
We’d just about given up and were wandering 
off for a cup of coffee when Jan arrived and 
was frantically waving and calling to us. We 
bought her a coffee to keep her quiet (fat 
Chance) and proceeded to erect the tent and put 
up the display. It doesn’t take too long as the 
new tent is very easy to erect and Jan has the 
display already set up on the boards so it is jut a 
matter of following the instructions to get them 
in the right order. 

Saturday. The big day had arrived and I took 
first shift with Jan on the display. Even being so 
far from home, there is normally enough   
members to ensure that each spends a minimum 
amount of time at the stand leaving plenty of 
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team members turning up as               

(The reconstructed wharf at Childrey— 
Branch photograph) 

 

We achieved what we set out to do, and after a 
quick tidy up and a bit of landscaping on the 

final Saturday the Team settled down to a    
celebratory bar-b-que. 

 

Note: 

 

The original purposes of such a substantial 
and long wharf at this location is a bit of a 
mystery.  The only industry shown on the 
old maps is the Brick and Tile Kilns 
(which are still there).  It seems doubtful 
that the output of these kilns alone would 
have justified such a large construction.  If 

anyone has any information, please contact 
doug.small@wbct.org.ukdoug.small@wbct.org.uk. 

 

 

The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 

 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale worksites extend over three and a half miles and are six in number, Grove Common 
Lock, Elms Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the 
bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 

 

The current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to 
the southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the re-
building of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 
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