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WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST     
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL THROUGH WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, Berks RG14 1HR 

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2006 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 

The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper 

 

Information Line   TEL: 01628 544666 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: [Dragonfly inset:] Wilts and Berks Canal (restored), Kingshill, Swindon 
PHOTOGRAPH:  A photomontage of how the new junction might look where it crosses 
the field and enters the lake beyond the hedge—Martin Buckland and IWA          
Archives, Photomontage: Jennie Buckland 
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DRAGONFLY  EDITOR: Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, SWINDON SN4 0DB       * Tel: 07973 172202 

ADMINISTRATOR: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7AU * Tel:0845 226 8567 
 

RESTORATION & ENGINEERING 
RESTORATION: Peter Smith, 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7EL        * Tel :01793 636597 
ENGINEERING: Richard Hignett, 7 Victory Row, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 7BE   * Tel: 01793 855631 
ENGINEERING: Alastair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell Street, CIRENCESTER, GL7 2BQ                   * Tel : 01285 652006 
PLANT OFFICER and WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP REPRESENTATIVE:  

George Eycott, 36 Grange Court, Boundary Road, NEWBURY, RG14 7PH                       * Tel :01635 569449 
HEALTH & SAFETY ADVISER: Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, SWINDON, SN1 2PN                    Tel :01793 336195 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGIST:  Vacant 
WILDLIFE & ENVIRONMENT TEAM LEADER:  

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 8JJ                         * Tel: 01793 850310 

BRICKWORK ADVISER: Ron Robertson, 43 Moredon Park, Moredon, SWINDON, SN2 2LX           Tel :07712 723590 
 

LANDOWNER & LOCAL AUTHORITY LIAISON 
LEADER: WILTS CC and N WILTS DC:  

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, SWINDON, SN4 8JJ                          * Tel :01793 850310 
WEST WILTS DC and KENNET DC:  

Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, DEVIZES, SN10 1SS                              * Tel :01380 828254 
SWINDON BC: Ken Oliver, 11 Hunt Street, SWINDON SN1 3HW                                                 * Tel :01793 480312 
OXFORDSHIRE CC and VALE OF WHITE HORSE DC:  

Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, WANTAGE, OX12 7DN                                                  * Tel :01235 762555 
LANDOWNER DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR:  

George Eycott (address under ‘Restoration’ above)                                                                * Tel: 01635 569449  
 

MEMBERSHIP & PUBLICITY 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  

Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Avenue, Harold Wood, ROMFORD, RM3 0SJ                       * Tel :01708 342036 
CHAIRMAN, PUBLICITY: Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, WARWICK, CV34 6NE                             * Tel :01926 311295 
EVENTS COORDINATOR: Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Road, SWINDON, SN3 1NN                * Tel :01793 523048 
SALES ADMINISTRATOR: Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road Wootton Bassett SN4 7EL           * Tel :01793 636596 
PRESS OFFICER: Justin Guy, 24 Tower Road, MELKSHAM, SN12 7JG                                        * Tel :01225 709840 
TRIP BOAT COORDINATOR: Vacant 
ARCHIVIST: Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, MAIDENHEAD, SL6 6DF                                        * Tel :01628 544666 
WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR: Richard Bellamy 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB     * Tel :01793 790448 
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
SECRETARY, TREASURER and ADMINISTRATOR: See under ‘Trust Officials’ above 
INSURANCE ADMINISTRATOR: Vacant – contact Trust Administrator 
FUNDRAISING ADVISOR: Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, ABINGDON, OX14 1QP                     * Tel: 01235 204115 
GIFT AID OFFICER: David Chalmers, 40 Greenleaze, Knowle Park, BRISTOL, BS4 2TL                 * Tel: 0117 972 0423 
ENTRUST LIAISON OFFICER: Ian Skerry, 16 Chapel Hill, Watchfield, SWINDON, SN6 8TA * Tel :01793 784197 
SECRETARY (E-SYSTEMS): George Eycott (address under ‘Restoration’ above)                       * Tel:01635 569449 
 

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT: The names of members of the Council of Management (CoM) are underlined 
 above.  Ray Aldridge and * Rachael Banyard are also members. 

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address of the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.ukfirstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (‘firstname’ and ‘lastname’ are as printed in the  listing). 

Wilts & Berks CANAL PARTNERSHIP 
Project Officer: Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, CHIPPENHAM, SN15 1ER * Tel: 01249 706494  
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Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List 
 
Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? ‘Training is 
given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? There is plenty to 
do and you will be joining a great team! 

 
Job Area Job Descrip-

tion/ Expertise/ 
Input Needed 

Time Needed 
per week/ 

month or Year 

Contact 

1 Wootton Bassett 
Dragonfly pack 
and post team 

Approx 1/2 day, 
4 times a year 

Administrator 

2 
Cricklade 
(Hayes Knoll 
Lock) 

Work Party 
Organiser     
Required  

5-6 days per  
month approx 

Dave Warren 
07808656580  

Announcing the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Trust's news e-mail distribution list. 

 

We now have the technology to provide a 
news service to members with e-mail. 

 

This distribution list will be used to send 
out information that needs to reach our 
members quickly and occasionally other 
significant news (no more than once a 
month). The list will not be used for  
marketing information, and will not be 
released to any other organisation. To 
ensure security, the list will be kept on 
the Trust's own e-mail server. 

 

To join, send an e-mail to                   
news.subscribe@wbct.org.uk. You will news.subscribe@wbct.org.uk. You will 
receive a response confirming that you 
are on the list within 48 hours along with           
instructions about how to unsubscribe, 
should you wish to do so at any time. 

 

If we already have a valid email address 
for you, then you should shortly receive 
an email inviting you to join the list, 
however we believe many of the         
addresses we have on record are either 
out of date or incorrect therefore email us 
now to avoid disappointment! 

 

  George Eycott 

  Technical Director 

Are you on the new Trust mailing list? 
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EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

  This edition of Dragonfly marks my 
first year as editor—what a year it’s 
been. It feels like 20 editions rather than 
4 ! 

Firstly, a couple of apologies. In the last 
edition I was up against time constraints 
and severely edited a couple of articles. 
For those affected, I’m sorry your pieces 
were reduced. I will try to reduce this 
where   possible. Due to public demand, 
the piece on matched funding is            
re-printed in full.    

    You may notice a couple of changes in 
this edition, the cover banner has been  
updated and the print size is now larger 
throughout to make the reading that bit 
less stressful.—I hope it’s an              
improvement. 

The website has been updated and is now 
on-line. Further details are shown      
elsewhere in this edition, but I would 
encourage you to use it both for          
information and keeping in touch with 
each other via the messageboards. 

At a recent meeting Ken Oliver         
commented that everything has its time 
and now seems to be the time for the  
canal. That thought sums up the past four 
months from my perspective. With such 
an increase in activity and general good 
news it’s increasingly important to boost 
membership wherever we can. This can 
be done both by contacting the         

membership secretary or via the website. 
Please try to help us reach 2006 members 
in 2006 (if not more). 

Can I make a plea for those members 
involved in restoration or workparties, 
please think of photographs—it really 
helps let other members know what is 
happening, as well as giving some      
excellent material for Dragonfly and the 
website. 

Finally, can I ask you to think of making 
a contribution to the next edition of 
Dragonfly. I’d love to make the 100th 
edition something a little special but I 
can only do that with your help. As usual 
any text, articles and particularly       
photographs are greatly appreciated. 

 

With all best wishes for 2006,  

 

  Richard Bellamy
             Dragonfly Editor 

DRAGONFLY 99 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid April, 2006 

Please send articles and reports for in-
clusion by  1st March 2006 

E-mail to: Richrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 



4 

10 Year Plan  
Towards Restoration 2014 

The North Wilts Canal 

Swindon’s active project at the moment 
is full restoration of about a mile of  
canal around Mouldon Hill. In the next 
2 years this project will complete the 
job started 10 years ago and will include 
the first fully restored and working lock. 
The canal currently stops at the restored 
aqueduct over the River Ray.         

 

Northwards a number of                    
accommodation bridges will be required 
together with the restoration of Pry 
Lock. This lock is a just visible as a 
mound next to the road opposite Canal 
Cottages. This restoration is likely to be 
the last of the four locks the Trust will 
re-build. From this point the canal line 
is adjacent to the roads  to Cricklade. 
Crosslanes Lock is currently buried in 
the garden of a property next to the 
road. The current owner is keen to have 
the lock restored and we hope we be 
able to include this in our immediate 
plans. The Crosslanes road crossing is 
the only major road on the route and 
will require some careful planning.  

Further farm and access bridges will 
bring the canal to Hayes Knoll Lock. 
This is one of our active work sites for 
2006. Design work for this lock is    
currently in progress with an aim to start 
re-construction in spring 2006. In less 
than a mile  the River Key Aqueduct is 
nearing completion. 

This is the second of a number of articles 
looking at our restoration plans. I thought 
it appropriate to concentrate on the North 
Wilts as it forms the core of the Living 
Landmarks Lottery bid detailed          
elsewhere in Dragonfly. 

 

The canal was built after the main line 
and was opened in 1819-it was quickly 
taken over by the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Company in 1820 as there was             
insufficient revenue to pay  the original 
building costs. The additional loss of 
water from the canal summit level     
contributed to the need to build Coate 
Water as a reservoir. Heavily locked on 
the outskirts of Swindon the rapid      
descent  to the River Ray valley took the 
canal from the junction  with the main 
line, originally located next to the Parade 
in Swindon, some 8 miles to Latton to 
join the Thames & Severn canal on the 
periphery of Cricklade . 

 

Our current restoration plans include a 
diversion around Swindon to the west, 
but it still may be possible to revert to the 
historic line to bring the canal back to 
Swindon town centre. For this reason the 
Trust is currently concentrating on the 
canal north of Purton Road where the 
new canal culvert waits to continue on 
whichever route is most feasible.  
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Total membership is 1807 (16/11/05). 
(Some lapsed SO payers are being     
actively ‘chased’) This is, again, a very 
encouraging increase. Quite a few   
members have heeded the call to recruit 
friends and family. Please keep this up! 

 

Presents. A special warm welcome is 
offered to about 20 members who      
received their membership as Christmas 
presents. There will be more listed in the 
next Dragonfly. We hope you find the 
Trust’s work interesting and feel inspired 
to ‘join in’. 
 

In the last month (to mid November) 
over 30% of members have sent an    
additional donation when renewing their 
subscription by cheque. This is worth 
even more through Gift Aid. Thank you! 

 

Publicity. 2006 is going to be a big year 
for the Trust. The word is certainly    
already getting about but we will need a 
lot more help in the areas of publicity, 
recruitment, public relations etc. Please 
keep a lookout for calls for your help – 
we need a lots of people, to cover the line 
of the canal and elsewhere. 

 

  Chris Toms 

  Membership Secretary 

Total Trust               
membership is now  

1807 

(at 30/11/05) 

Mr G Dickinson Chippenham   
Mr & Mrs N Allen Cobham Surrey 

Mr N Seager Maidenhead   
Mr H Vosper Manchester   

Mr G V W Gray Melksham   
Mr & Mrs C Dudley Lydiard Millicent   

Mr & Mrs D R Warne Cricklade   
Mr Ad Ponting Kemble Cirencester 
Mr R J Chapman Runwell Essex 
P & J Strudwick Chelmsford Essex 
Mr A Wagner Harwell   
Mr A Leiper Chalgrove Oxon 

Mr & Mrs J Maynard Bradford on Avon   
Mr A C Pegrum Billericay Essex 

Mr J Preston Calne   
Mr & Mrs D Joffe Liddington Swindon 

Mr J L Land Pinehurst Swindon 
Mr M Stubbs Stoke Gifford Bristol 

Mr T A L Waldron Plymouth   
G & ML Newstead Haverhill Suffolk 

Membership Update 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 66 new members and Friends of the Canal: 
Mr M Gribble Heytesbury Warminster 

Mr & Mrs R Bennett Bathampton Bath 
Miss R Buckingham Newark Notts 

BW & NP Choules Hemel Hempstead Herts 
Mr N F Cox Andover Hants 
Mr E J Geary Chadwell Heath Romford 

Mr J Wood & Miss K Walter Chaddleworth Newbury 
Ms P Walbeoff Kidderminster   

Mr & Mrs P I Hogg South Godstone   
Mr M Lewis & Ms R Royce Reading   

Mr R Allen Wootton Bassett   
Miss J Smith & Mr D Tarrant Castle Donnington Derby 

Mr & Mrs Peel Wokingham Berks 
Mr A White Milton-Under-

Wychwood 
  

Mr R Beynon Lingfield Surrey 
Ms J F B Altman Harpendon Herts 

Mr A Mann Lewisham London 
Mr J Gough Hindley Wigan 

Mr R Purkis Caversham Reading 
Mrs S Whitfield Shrivenham   

Mr & Mrs P Preston Wantage   
Mr P Bish Bishops Hull Taunton 
Mr S Leonard Sherston   

Mr K P Read Hilperton Trowbridge 
Mr A Milford Rochester Kent 
Mr R Dodwell Hertford   
Mr J Wickham Melksham   
Mr P Robinson Melksham   

Mr W Wooster Steventon   
Mr A Malein Stanford in the Vale Faringdon 

Mr & Mrs R Chalmers Hook Norton Banbury 
Mr D Lakey Calne   
Mr R Marjoram Woodhall Park Swindon 

G & W Stenning Lyneham   
Mr D Whetham Swindon   
Mr G Hughes Covingham Park Swindon 
Mr J Harrison London   

Mr & Mrs M Dixon Liddington Swindon 
D & L Hughes Liddington Swindon 
Mr R Griffin Malmesbury   

Mr J R Ricks Wootton Bassett   
Ms D Loveridge Taunton   
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Beyond the aqueduct the canal will take 
a new route to the east and the major     
project includes a scheme to cross the 
River Thames and join the Thames & 
Severn Canal at a new Junction at Eisey. 
We are currently working on the        
engineering details of this project. Two 
new locks and one road crossing will be    
required for this part of the scheme 
which will include a visitor mooring   
basin for Cricklade 

 

We are currently working on a water   
supply scheme for the canal to be            
navigable from Mouldon Hill to       
Cricklade. Linking Swindon to the 
Thames by canal will be part of the 
Cricklade Country Way which includes 
the re-built railway, cycleway, and    
community forest project. 

 

Just a final reminder that in order to  
support all the current projects we need 
to continue to increase membership of 
the Trust. Please help in any way you 
can and lets start 2006 with 2006 (or 
more!) members. 

 

Lets continue the great work next year. 

My best seasonal wishes to you.  

 

Ken Oliver 

Chairman 

The Trust web site has been re-launched 
since the last edition of Dragonfly. 

For those with access to the internet, the 
address is www.wbct.org.uk www.wbct.org.uk Although 
still under construction, the site is taking 
shape and has already received a great 
deal of feedback (mostly favourable). 

The message boards (free to register) are 
receiving a lot of attention and should 
provide a great way of exchanging views 
and letting the Trust know what you think 
is important, being handled well or in 
need of improvement. 

Please don't forget your branch activities 
and events. If you would like them      
included on the Trust site, e-mail           
richard.bellamy@wbct.org.ukrichard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk and we 
can get items included. 

For those wanting to keep in touch with 
the latest developments of the Trust, feel 
free to join our mailing list or subscribe to 
the site RSS services. 

I also hope to use the site to publish some 
of the larger articles submitted to       
Dragonfly that sometimes have to be  
edited down. 

So please have a look at the site when you 
have the opportunity and pass back your 
comments via the message board or 
guestbook. 

 

  Richard Bellamy 

  Editor 

Web site Live 
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I last wrote  and mentioned the prospect 
of the Lottery – well, we are going for it 
big time. It’s worth discussing in more 
detail as it represents our largest bid for 
funds to date. 

After a rigorous round of internal project 
appraisals, our Partners have now agreed 
on our Bid project – well, actually it’s a 
multi-strand of exciting schemes, with 
our canal as the core feature. Our Unique 
Selling Point, special characteristic is 
that all these schemes have been well 
developed and worked up by partners 
over a period of 10 years, and therefore 
present a nice package for funding. 
 

Our chances are realistically slim, but all 
are agreed that whatever the outcome, 
none of the considerable time invested 
will be wasted. All the schemes would 
have advanced their cause and status. 
 

Our Bid projects all feature in the   
Cricklade Country way and improve    
the Thames & Severn route to the     
Cotswolds Water Park: So the Wilts & 
Berks. from Swindon – Cricklade/Eysey 
Junction, Mouldon Hill Country park, 
Forests, landscapes, Ponds, Cycle routes, 
Foot & Towpaths, the Swindon        
Cricklade Steam Railway, a Forests   
Outdoor learning centre, Cricklade   
combined sports and canalside Visitor 

centre…and much 
more! Total value is 
c£15m, of which our 
Partners will look to 25% match funding 
of £3.75m. A big ask, but we are fairly 
confident of securing this over a 5 year 
period. 
 

One of the key selection criteria is that 
our projects must be achievable,         
realistically funded, well worked up, and 
pass all the strict criteria. Very few will 
enter in at the top threshold of £25m; it 
will be very competitive. Hence our   
realistic bid at £15m. Our Ask will be for 
£11.25m 
 

Description of Fund 
 

The following will give you some idea of 
why we felt it was the right time for our 
bid. Fundamentally, the Living        
Landmarks Programme has been        
designed to inspire communities to   
transform, revitalise and regenerate the 
places where they live, through social 
and community projects and major     
infrastructure investments.  
 

A small number of grants between £10 
and £25 million will be made. Total 
funds available are £140 million. Of 
which some £70m will be given to those 

Partnership News 
Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    

Berks Canal Partnership writes: 
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skirting this development as some sort of 
undesirable necessity. So much more 
could be made of it for this future     
community! 

If we were to learn from Dublin’s use of 
its canals, we might even find uses for 
the commercial extraction of waste from 
the town centre of Swindon by barge. 
 

Wharf Road Approach from Summit 
Lock 

There is a far bigger opportunity here, 
which I fear is also being overlooked by 
Swindon Council, who own the farmland 
alongside Wharf Road. To their credit, 
Swindon Council have been undertaking 
studies with local farmers and interest 
groups to create some form of “green, 
environmentally-sound leisure routes” 
south of the M4. They also feel the need 
for extensive tree-planting here in return 
for the destruction associated with the 
Southern Development Area. Yet the 
reports of this “Urban Fringe” Study 
Group to date seem to concentrate 
mainly on bridle-ways (as part of a    
diversification of the Swindon-owned 
farms into horse livery) and completely 
ignore the canal! Indeed, I could find 
absolutely no reference to the canal at 
all! 

Wharf Road is meant to be part of    
Wiltshire’s Cycle-way too, according to 
some maps. Surely, there is scope for     
Swindon to include very pleasant canal-
side walks, the cycle-way, tree-planting 
and a network of bridle-ways as a       
coherent development here for the    
benefit of the whole range of leisure   
pursuits? Or will they stick to a narrow 
(potentially self-serving) development of  
trees and bridle-ways to support their 

own farms? 

When one also considers the canal route 
westwards from Wharf Road to Summit 
Lock, it passes an active landfill site 
(near the Garden Centre on Hay Lane), 
which has to be landscaped over and 
planted at some stage in the coming few 
years. It then passes land owned by the 
Community Forest - a partner of      
Swindon Council in the Urban Fringe 
Study. Surely, a spot of creative thinking 
and negotiation with/by Swindon could 
see the canal-side walks, cycle-way,   
bridle-ways and tree-planting extend 
from the Southern Development Area to 
the fringes of Wootton Bassett.       
Moreover, there should be scope to    
reinstate the old canal spur in the        
direction of Wroughton (again on    
Swindon-owned farms) - even if the 
main route of the canal to Swindon has 
passed under the M4 slightly further to 
the west. What a bonus this could be for 
Wroughton too, as it could bring a wider 
range of open spaces and leisure         
opportunities to its doorstep. There may 
even be scope for moorings for a range 
of narrow boats in the canal spur here.  

As we are increasingly encouraged to 
leave our cars at home, the cycle-way 
network from Wootton Bassett and 
Wroughton could access Swindon    
alongside the canal via the Southern   
Development Area. Wouldn’t this also 
help to meet other traffic congestion and 
health objectives? 

So, Swindon Council, can you be      
creative here? Or will this represent   
another missed opportunity (or even an 
“unaffordable loss of secret             
house-building plans”) here? 

   John Hollis 
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Dear Richard 

 

As a source of extra funding, how viable 
would it be to have some residential 
boats moored on the few restored       
sections? (water supply and land       
ownership permitting of course). It 
would bring back a bit of life to the canal 
and enable full size narrowboats to be 
seen on the canal a lot earlier. There is of 
course the issue of being cut off from the 
rest of the system, but maybe there are 
some people that would just like to live 
on a boat as an alternative form of      
affordable housing? 
The income generated could go towards 
the maintenance of that section of canal, 
improving it for everyone  

 

           AJLintern 

Reprinted from the Trust message boards 
 

Dear Richard 

 

            Re:  Letters to the Editor - 
Route of the Canal through Swindon 

 

I read with interest Robin Stevens’ letter 
(Autumn Dragonfly) in which he raises 
the question of weaving the canal 
through Swindon, albeit not on the   
original route, given the large scale of 
redevelopment envisaged for the town 
centre. Robin asked whether the local 
Council is supportive or whether this is 
yet another missed opportunity for the 
town. 

Your promised reply (in the next issue) 
will no doubt be diplomatic, given that 
negotiations with Swindon Council will 
be continuing. However, when I have 
posed this question, the response has 
been financial and couched in terms of 
“unaffordable loss of retail or office 
space.” I am therefore not optimistic that 
Swindon are planning developments  
sufficiently creative to capitalise on the 
enormous potential asset of  water    
flowing through a revitalised canal. OK, 
we might not be able to create “the   
Venice of the West,” but a look at      
Birmingham, Leeds or many other UK or 
European towns will show what can be 
achieved with some vision. 
 

I also think there is merit in broadening 
Robin’s question to address the approach 
route to Swindon from Summit Lock 
(south of Wootton Bassett). This has two 
aspects - the passage through the    
Southern Development Area (“The Front 
Garden”) and the Wharf Road Approach 
south of the M4 motorway all the way 
from Summit Lock. 
 

Southern Development Area 

Following a developer-led proposal, 
Swindon are planning to build on the 
Front Garden, breaking undertakings 
given when they acquired the land. After 
much debate, the route of the canal is 
now shown on various plans as part of a 
bigger road tunnel under the M4.  The 
road tunnel itself is crass in that it routes 
Swindon-bound traffic from the SDA 
south through the tunnel at peak times, 
then north back over the M4 at junction 
16. However, the first missed opportunity 
is the canal appearing as an afterthought, 
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shortlisted next Spring to develop their 
projects to a Stage Two process. If we 
achieve an assessor’s visit that will be 
challenging, if we reach Stage 1 that 
would be exciting and an award in 2007, 
that would be remarkable! 
 

Living Landmarks aims to: 

Encourage partnership working and  
community engagement and participation 

Champion innovation and excellence in 
the design of the physical environment. 

Encourage best practice in the design, 
construction and management of        
projects. 

We with our Partners, have already    
undertaken 3 community consultations in 
past the 5 years. We are very keen on a 
superb Design footprint – we want to see, 
as I am sure you all do, real quality 
imaginative design that will stand the test 
of time for another century. We have a 
design team making an input. 
 

Eligibility for Funding 
 

  To be eligible for funding, our 
project must meet ALL of the  
following programme priorities.  

  Meet an identified need and have 
clearly defined outcomes and 
benefits 

  Have strong stakeholder and    
partnership involvement           
developed strategically through 
integrating and supporting wider 

local, regional and national    
strategies  

  Transform and revitalise          
communities and the physical  
environment 

  Inspire both the general public and 
their communities through       
unparalleled community           
involvement in planning and    
development and have the widest 
public support  

  Offer inspirational design         
solutions which respect and     
enhance the physical environment 
and the community  

  Promote sustainability through 
lasting improvements to the  
physical environment and quality 
of life  

  Are committed to learning from 
past experience of projects and 
ongoing monitoring and       
evaluation. 

 

The Development Grant: If our project is 
successful at Stage One of the selection 
process, we would be offered             
Development Funding to assist in       
developing the project to meet Stage 
Two application requirements. Max.  
Development Grant £250,000. Eligible 
costs include: 
 

Feasibility study 

Community and stakeholder consultation 

Design brief 
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Business plan 

Outline planning applications 

Relevant professional fees. 

Not all recipients of a development Grant 
will be successful at Stage Two. 
 

Timetable: 
 

So we are beavering away to a very tight 
deadline: 
 

Jan 6th 2006 – closing date for Stage 
One applications (11am!) 

April 2006 – Long-listed projects visited 

May 2006 – Development Grants offered 

Jan 31st 2007 – Closing date for Stage 
Two applications 

June 2007 – Recommendations made to 
selection committee 

July 2007 – Grants confirmed. 
 

Both the Wilts & Berks Canal            
Partnership and Cotswolds Partnership 
have declared their support for the Bid. 
 

What’s especially important for us is that 
this is our Flagship 3 scheme in our 10 
year Plan. All other Flagship have real 
funding commitments in place. This one 
does not, with no promise either in years 
ahead. We were keen to embrace our 
friends the Cotswolds, however, their 
scheme to Lechlade was considered too 
politically sensitive and too many     
landowner issues to resolve in the     

timeframe. However, we have developed 
much closer working relations and are 
joined at the hip for examining Water 
Supply issues, common to both canals. 
This has taken an important step forward. 
 

Another important point - if the bid 
proved successful, the major recreation 
linear Park attraction, transport links and 
projects created, would serve as a stand 
alone project, sustainable and not       
dependent on the rest of the canals being 
restored. The economic returns would 
justify the cost. This whole concept 
would happily await the rest of the 
phased canal restoration. Moreover, such 
would be the catalyst that it would     
encourage and promote an early date for 
full navigation and the completion of 
related projects. 
 

By the time our Spring Dragonfly takes 
wings, we shall have a good idea of the 
outcomes…fingers crossed! 

 

 

  Chaloner Chute 
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        Vancouver                                  

Dear Richard, 
 

I’m sending you a copy of “Cuttings” 
produced by another canal trust. I’ve 
been reading your excellent magazine 
since I joined over 20 years ago. I love 
the photographs in your magazine. 

However, to my old eyes, the other 
magazine has one lovely feature. The 
print is of a decent size, all the time and 
in decent “ink”. I just find it so easy to 
read even if there is perhaps less     read-
ing matter. 

 Bill Brown (life member) 

             Bath 
 

 

[What an excellent idea Bill, I hope you 
find the new larger text in this edition 
easier to read—Ed] 
 

Dear Richard, 

  

I would like to thank Ann O'Donoghue, 
for the information on the programme 
"Rebuild a Narrowboat". The ones that I 
saw on a trailer to the programme were 
steel boats and possibly cruisers. (Can't 
tell much from a trailer, but they seemed 
very shallow in the draft). 

 As a Narrow Boat fanatic for around 30 
years I'd like to say that, it is very 
unlikely that any came from the Wilts & 
Berks area as the evidence that I have 
seen is that they were all wooden boats. 
Sadly, it is unlikely that a wooden boat 

has survived from the closure of the   
canal into modern times. I for one would 
like to examine and compare any that 
were in existence, but, alas !  

  

We just don't have too much information 
on these boats. If anyone does have    
information could you please contact me, 
as I am extremely interested in finding 
out any details that I can. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Ken Whapples 

 ken.whapples@blueyonder.co.ukken.whapples@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

A first ! An article on accounting that 
was interesting and useful too. (I refer to 
the matched funding article in Dragonfly 
98).   

             Adam Poole, Bristol 

 

[Adam,  Several people have commented 
favourably on the article. The piece you 
read was heavily edited for space, the 
full version is in this edition—Ed ] 
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Dear Richard, 

I am writing at the suggestion of one of 
your founding members, Avice Wilson, 
of New Jersey, USA. 

 (Calne Wharf—Editor) 

I am interested in an  update on the Calne 
section. This is purely for my own        
interest. I was born metres away 
from the canal near Ratford. Two 
years ago I made a pilgrimage to 
attempt to locate some sites,         
a partial success due to time     
limitations and poor  navigational 
skills. 

  

Syd Phillips 

Carleton Place, Ontario 

Canada. 

 

Dear Richard, 
 

I read recent copies of Dragonfly via the 
internet here in Vancouver (Canada) as 

the first winter snows began to fall.  

I was born near Melksham to a 
Forces family and have always been 
interested in restoring the canal. I 
guess its time is finally coming. 
Some of my friends in                
Wolverhampton UK tell me that 
Gas Street is no longer the rubbish 
dump I remember in the seventies. 
If that can be cleaned up surely the 
Wilts and Berks can be               
reinvigorated. I wish you great luck 

from the Canadian Rockies. 

                      Mark Baker (via internet) 

        Vancouver                                  

(Gas Street 2005—Editor) 

TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

Please feel free to contact the appropriate officer for further relevant details 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Vacant 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       

Please note that we hold meetings once 
every two months. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Monday 16th January and 
Monday 20th March at the Riverside Inn, 
Saltford.  
 
Clem Barnett has stepped down as   
chairman of the branch. It is a long way 
from Minehead and he has done a      
sterling job, It is quite difficult job to try 
and keep us under control. Our thanks go 
out to Clem for all his hard work and to 
Betty for her great patience and kindness. 
We look forward to seeing them at 
branch socials. 
 
In the last Dragonfly report I asked why 
we put so much effort into going to    
National Rally We welcome a new   
member, Martin Stubbs, who picked up 
the details of the group at the National!!! 
 
It has been a quiet time of the year. Tim 
is working away from home and so    
hasn’t had a chance to go to any work 
parties.  
 
On the 2nd November we attended the 
Alternative Careers Fayre at Bristol   

University –this is where students are 
looking for experience at alternative   
career activities – a gap year or a ‘gap’ 
few months. 
 
Quite a lot of interest was shown in our 
stand. However, we thought that we 
should have some simple leaflets to go 
with the display panels. These would 
show the same message 
 
1) What we are trying to do. 
2) What students would be doing on site 
3) What do students get from              
volunteering – social aspect, skill       
development 
 
Some students were quite interested in 
getting involved. What we really needed 
was a couple of work parties to be held 
during November and December.       
Students who showed interest needed to 
be picked up and taken to the work    
parties. Some people were interested in 
WRG. A list of WRG camps with contact 
details should also have been provided. 
It was suggested to the university       
Authorities that WRG should give a  
presentation to the students, indicating 
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The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-
day of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

what students would get out of           
volunteering.…It all takes lots of work 
and time. 
 
We have started talking to Bristol City 
Council and British Waterways with the 
view of participating in more events in 
Bristol Docks. We are investigating two 
possibilities: 
 
1) For the Harbour Festival, certainly for 
2006 have a small event, basically there 
will be stands for the canal societies plus 
possibly British Waterways. We would 
organise various activities to attract the 
public. The Harbour Festival is over the 
weekend 28th to 30th July 2006. Over 
100,000 people attend this event. 
 
2) The second event would be much  
larger - a Canal Village – This would be 
held in 2007 possibly over one of the 
bank holidays. The Canal Village would 
be located on the Lloyds Bank            
amphitheatre which is the prime site for 
the docks. We could possibly get a canal 
theatre company down and have an    

exhibition of canal paintings 
 
The latter event is very ambitious and 
still in the embryonic phase. We will 
need to get sponsorship to make things 
happen. We will have to work closely 
with other societies to get a project team 
together. 
 
If you would like to join this exciting 
project contact John Henn on the above 
email or phone 0117 9681303. 
 
    

 John Hegg 

 Acting Secretary 

 Bristol and Bath Branch 

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

35 

Some funders (any organisation that provides money to pay for projects or services) require the bidder (in our case 
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust or one of its Branches) to provide some support to match the cash sum they give. 
Typically this can vary between 10% and 50%. This can come from other funders, the Trust or a Branch or an 
individual. The matching contribution may not always be required in cash; matched funding in-kind is often 
acceptable. This puts a financial value on the time volunteers spend on the project or the value of materials or 
services donated by individuals or companies. It is important when costing a project to add on these contributions 
in-kind to arrive at a commercial cost for the job. (Note - the design phase costs, as distinct from producing the 
resulting drawings, can be substantial at around 10% to 15% of the total construction cost. It is likely that the 
design study could be the subject of separate funding.)   
 
Take, for example, the building of a substantial brick accommodation bridge over the canal: 
          Cash   Cash   In-kind 
          Grant  donations value 
Surveying the site: 
Two people, total of 7 hours at £150 per 7 hour day         £150 
Preparing drawings:  
One person for a couple of evenings, 3.5 hours at £250 per day      £125 
Planning permission: 
One person 1.5 days including providing plans, maps, photos etc, and  
a visit to the local planning authority, at £250 per day       £375 
Site preparation: 
10 work days, 6 people at £50 per day         £3000 
Construction phase: 
100 work days, 6 people at £50 per day         £30,000 
Cost of travel of volunteers at 40p per mile       £600 
Excavator costs: 
2 days use at £150 per day         £300 
Fuel and oil           £30 
Materials: 
Bricks, sand, cement, ballast, temporary timber supports   £15,650 
500 engineering bricks given by local builder      £125 
Hire costs:  
Scaffolding           £400 
Security fencing          £850 
Waste skip           £120 
Project management: 
10 days at £56 per hour per 7hr day          £3920 
         Totals 15,650  £2425  £37,570 
 
Total project cost £55,645     In-kind contribution £39,995       Cash requested £15,650 (28 % of total cost)  
 
The above figures are only rough estimates but serve to illustrate that the value of the skills, cash and time 
volunteers contribute to restoration projects is very substantial. 
 
However, this value can only be calculated if all this effort and generosity is recorded – OK so that is beaurocratic 
but it gets us real money. So, you need to keep a record of the time you spend on committee meetings, travelling 
time, site visits, working parties and training courses. Keep a note (and receipts for audit) of any expenditure from 
the Trust or Branch, individuals who buy any items for the project, value of any gifts of materials and how many 
miles each person involved travels to meetings or work parties. (Inland Revenue regard 40p per mile as not 
generating a profit so use this figure to put a value on mileage.)  
 
            Martin Buckland, Fundraising Advisor 

What YOU are worth! Matched Funding 
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If you have seen the new Trust web 
site, you will know that we have 
started a “Roll of Honour”. 

This is intended to recognise          
outstanding contributions made by 
current or past  members of the Wilts 
and Berks Canal Trust. 

 

We already have one member  (Alan 
Timpson, the former Chair of      
Cricklade Branch) with further    
nominations already having been 
made. 

The Council of Management will  
consider the nominations periodically 
and update the listing, initially via the 
website. 

 

If you would like to nominate a    
member or former member for the 
roll, please feel free to do so. 

You may forward your nomination 
along with a brief summary of their 
contribution to any member of the 
Trust council of management, or send 
details via the Trust website (Roll of 
Honour page)  

 

  Richard Bellamy 

  Editor 

Roll of Honour 
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I was pleased with the attendance at 
the AGM and thought the evening 
went well. Taking to heart the     
council bit about recruiting more 
members I propose that all M.C.C. 
members should try for at least one 
new member  

YES! I know it has been thought of 
before but with over 300 people in 
the branch it can be a     possibility to 
try as more names (at least on paper) 
must mean more to say about the 
canal. 

 

(Work continues on the re-building 
of Double Bridge, Lacock by       
contractors while volunteers     
continue on at Pewsham 
Locks.Taken on 11th December the 
south-facing wall is slowly being 
restored. Four feet of infill has also 
been removed from the invert   
inside the bridge—Peter            
Williams) 

Work parties well these seem never 
ending when our work party         
organizer comes to give his report. 
There always has been a extra day or 
weekend added to the list. I think he 
is secretly digging the canal not just 
clearing the scrub. Seriously the work 
at Pewsham is moving very fast now 
with a section being rewatered;     
double bridge having a face lift if you 
can say that about a bridge, and the 
maintenance at Forest and Calne       
carrying on he and his team is doing 
sterling job. 

 

First  some bad 
news for our     
members who 
attend our yearly 
boat rally at   
Foxhangers in 
August. It’s not 
going to happen 
in 2006 our first 
miss in thirteen 
years.This       
decision was not 
taken lightly but 
with Bristol    
Harbour and 
Beale Park being 
so close we feel 

that putting ours on would be to 
much happening at that time. This 
really did catch the  towpath          
telegraph discussed after monthly    
meeting on Tue, decision made 
approx 10pm, on the  towpath by 
Wed night. 

 

But not to be  outdone we will be 
holding a members and visitors day 
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I’m grateful to Chris Toms for phoning 
me yesterday evening to prompt me that 
the Dragonfly copy date was imminent.  
If the phone call had been shorter, I 
would probably have sat down and    
written our contribution yesterday      
evening.  As it was, Chris had various 
important things to discuss so I shouldn’t 
imply any criticism.  It’s good to talk. 
 

Our last report for Dragonfly showed that 
work was, at last, progressing on the  

rebuild of the lower end of Lock 3.  In 
October several of the people who had 
been on the Canal Camps in July/August 
were back helping us move further     
forward.  An additional Canal Camp was 
organised by WRG, ably led by Dave 
Tarrant’s fiancee, ‘Smudge’, and Dave 
(Taz) himself.  The brickwork and     
concrete are now much higher than they 
were.   

Materials are arriving this week for    
another major working weekend,        

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

on the 14th May. This will take the 
form of a bring your own meat then 
cook it on the B.B.Q. provided plus 
bar. It would be nice that not just our 
regulars attend but some of the 300 
odd members we never see. It could 
be a chance to catch up in person 
with what is being done on the canal 
or just come to be sociable. More 
details will be on our website address 

at  bottom of this report. 

 

Also our quiz night will be on 28th 
Feb 06 and Sponsored  walk at 
Pewsham April 23rd 06. details of 
these will be on web site. 

 

Web site address is 

www.wbwww.wb-canal-melksham.org 
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line. The other was at Pewsham locks 
south of Chippenham. The brick built 
boat building shed at the former still  
exists but the dry dock has been infilled.  

(Dry Dock at Pewsham— Jan Flan) 

The dry dock and saw pit at Pewsham 
has been carefully uncovered by       
Melksham Chippenham and Calne work 
parties. There is another area on the site 
which is believed to have formerly been 
covered and used to store timber. 

The first boats were built by William 
Large who from 1796 was the carpenter 
responsible for the woodwork along the 
Melksham and Foxham section. In that 
year he submitted accounts for the      
following: 

Drawbridges: 

3 between Foxham & Dauntsey 

8 between Foxham and Stanley 

2 on Chippenham branch 

7 on the Calne branch and 6 between 
Stanley and Melksham each costing £4 
10 shillings 

Lock gates were made and hung for 
£12 12 shillings per set. 

Boats: 

6 of elm 40 ft long at 5 Guineas each 

2 of oak 70 ft long at 12 Guineas each 

1 of oak 70ft long with a cabin and 
deck (for use by the Canal Company 
Committee)  

The early boats would have carried 
materials including bricks from one 
kiln to another as they were opened up 
along the route. 

I would love to hear from anyone who 
can either help with the project or  
provide more information on the boat 

builders or carriers on the Wilts & Berks 
which can be used in future articles. 

 

   Jan Flanagan 

   01793 523048 

 

(This is an abridged version of the article 
which can be read in full at the Trust 
website) 
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Update: The Canal Boat Project 
The last article brought forward two   
volunteers—Carpenter Jo Wood who has 
experience of boat building and Ken 
Whapples who has extensive historical 
knowledge of narrow boat builders and 
canal carriers in the midlands and north. 
Ken is trying to find a plan of a wooden 
boat similar to the ones that would have 
worked on our canal. Jo is hoping to 
move to Oxford soon so we need to   
secure appropriate premises in the East 
Vale area for the project (and more    
willing volunteers). 

We have a problem in that no known 
Wilts & Berks boats exist and            
photographs are few and far between. 
The best one showing a cabin is that of 
“Faith” pictured here at Chippenham 

Wharf in the 1890’s with her owner John 
Trow. Behind him is WH Brinkworth son 
of the founder of the coal depot and 
brickworks.  We have little idea of the 
boats’ decoration, but suspect this may 
have been “muted” compared to the 
elaborate paintings on the boats in the 
midlands. 

I recently met a man of 95 who can recall 
seeing several boats at Melksham Wharf 
when he was five (1914). His response 
was “how the heck do you expect me to 
remember the colours Janet?”  

Current information suggests the       
presence of 2 dry docks on the canal, one 
at Outmarsh Farm, north of the junction 
at Semington by road to Melksham and 
former GWR Holt to Devizes railway 

(‘Faith’ shown at Chippenham Wharf in the 1890’s— Photo source)  
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supported by the London Waterway   
Recovery Group and the Kent and East 
Sussex Canal Restoration Group.  They 
arrange a joint Christmas party every 
year, and we’re sure of a large turn-out.  
They’ll be spending much of the     
weekend working on the canal, with a 
big party on the Saturday evening.   

 

We’ve had a few Sundays with           
disappointing weather – it needs to be not 
too rainy and not too cold to lay bricks. I 
was becoming concerned that we might 
not get the bricks laid ready for the    
visiting team to put the concrete behind.   

(Lock 4 completely exposed after 90 
years—Branch Photo) 

Rachael and I spent a recent Friday  

around the patch preparing, and,         
fortunately, the subsequent Sunday was 
warm enough for the bricklayers 
(Michael, Rachael and Alan) to do their 
good work. 

 

One of the October Canal Camp      
members was Steve, a professional  
bricklayer from Oxford.  He was back 
working with us one Sunday and it was 
fortunate I had Ken from Birmingham to 
help that weekend as it took three of us 
(working quite hard) to keep the      
bricklayers supplied with bricks and  

mortar.  We’re very much    
hoping to have Steve visit us 
again. 

 

The October Camp started work 
on hedgelaying alongside the 
towpath, and this will continue 
during the winter when it’s too 
cold to lay bricks.   

 

A team also continued the     
excavation of Lock 4, and took 
a large number of photographs 
of the completed job.  We are 
now confident that there are no 
serious faults in the structure, 
and have reported back to 
David, our Engineer.   

 

The work we were doing      
installing a fence/wall around 
the back of the Peterborough 
Arms at Dauntsey Lock is now 

complete, for now.  A few items to finish 
the fence are awaited from the  supplier.   
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WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH        Tel: 01793 849970 

Secretary:     Justine Hanley                       justine.hanley@wbct.org.ukjustine.hanley@wbct.org.uk      
                 Gordon Wheeler                  19 Kingsley Ave Wootton Bassett 

As mentioned in the last edition we are 
awaiting various permissions to continue 
with our next project.  We have taken 
this opportunity to catch up on the   
maintenance of the towpath and hedge 
along the two mile stretch between   
Templars Firs and Bincknoll Lane.  The 
hedge has been cut back along the    
complete length and the towpath 
strimmed.  We have also cut back the 
trees and scrub between the towpath and 

dry canal bed.  The cold weather has 
meant the grass has stopped growing so 
we have a chance to get on top of things 
a bit.  There are quite a few walkers who 
use this section on a regular basis and it 
has been rewarding to receive several 
compliments on how good the towpath is 
looking.  We have enough maintenance 
work to keep us going for a while yet and 
it is an enjoyable task with visible      
results. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

Our major work sites for Sundays in the Spring are Dauntsey Lock and Lock 3, with occasional 
visits to Foxham.  Please check with Luke on his mobile if you wish to join or visit us. 

I should mention one point of correction 
in last Dragonfly - the photo with the 
caption about lock 4 actually shows lock 
3.  It will be some months before we start 
construction work on Lock 4, but when 
we do you can be sure there will be   
photos in Dragonfly. 

 

Work programme for the coming months 
includes some towpath repairs at       

Foxham, and continuation of the work 
mentioned above at and around Locks 3 
and 4.  Contact Luke Walker on 07979 
862195 if you wish to join us or visit a 
work party.  

 

  Luke Walker 
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future. The Naish Hill/ Pewsham Locks 

stretch is currently undergoing           

restoration and it is accessible to the  

public via the cycleway. There has been 

a protected species study. A short stretch 

at the south end is dredged. Dredging of 

a further stretch is planned as soon as the 

DEFRA permission is obtained. A     

section is within fields owned by North 

Wilts District Council. This gives some 

extra opportunity to carry out wildlife 

friendly activity. There are various    

habitats by the canal. The canal is on the 

side of a slope down to the River Avon 

so there is potential to build on the     

diversity of the two types of waterway.  

Communication 

We had a wide-ranging discussion about 

promoting communication about      

wildlife. There is a lot of potential for use 

of the web-site. The message board can 

be used to gather recordings.               

Interpretation boards were discussed. We 

need ideas of how to display on-site    

information that is vandal proof.  

Possibilities for walks and talks were 

discussed. It was agreed we would     

contact branches and the Publicity    

Committee to liaise. A target might be to 

have a wildlife oriented canal walk in 

each branch area in the year, and to    

organise a quarterly talk by an expert on 

different aspects of canal wildlife. Alan 

Norris reported that West Vale had until 

recently had Boxing Day and             

mid-summer walks but attendance had 

fallen off. It was noted that Peter       

Williams organised walks for the MCC 

Branch. 

We will make more of existing contacts 

with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and Berks, 

Bucks and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trusts, 

to share the information and advice we 

get from them.  

So the three priorities now for the group 

are –  

  Liaise with Branches and Publicity 
Committee to consider arranging 
wildlife walks and talks 

  Select one or two restoration    
projects to facilitate improved   
design for wildlife 

  Work on use of the web-site to 
promote canal wildlife.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you!  

 

                                         Jenny Stratton 
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 New Wildlife Committee 
To be wildlife friendly when we restore 

our canal, and to promote interest in 

wildlife.  

This is what I’m taking as the aim in 

gathering people together to form a canal 

wildlife group. We’ve had two meetings 

so far just of Trust Council members – 

not many of us, but some good           

discussion. The next meeting is on 

Thursday 12th January, 8pm at the Prince 

of Wales, Shrivenham and it would be 

good to have everyone in the Trust there 

who is interested in wildlife. We are  

going to alternate meetings between 

Wootton Bassett and Shrivenham to be 

fair to people living at both ends. If when 

you’ve read this article you are interested 

please email me or just come along.  

There are four threads to action we are 

developing – Restoration, Maintenance, 

Recording and Communication, and the 

last is not least! 

How can we encourage wildlife when 

we are restoring the canal? 

We need to protect existing wildlife   

during restoration. We have to meet 

statutory requirements and need to know 

about Wildlife & Countryside Acts and 

protected sites. So we should ensure we 

have policies to guide restoration to meet 

these requirements.  

How can we influence the design of the 

canal corridor to support wildlife and 

increase biodiversity? Examples are the 

creation of bank structure – what is best 

bank protection with respect to boats, 

walkers, balanced with the ideal of soft 

banks for voles, otters? Other examples 

are offline refuges, ramps and escapes, 

sideboards on lock bridges to protect 

badgers, bat bricks, otter holts. 

Which restoration projects should we 

start looking at? 

Well the more people who are involved 

the more we can do. But to start with we 

are going to explore what we are doing 

and can do by focussing on the Naish 

Hill area, a pilot for what we might do in 
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The process of preparing structure      
designs, carrying out engineering       
surveys, obtaining planning permissions 
and agreeing leases is a lengthy and slow 
business which should not be under    
estimated.  Even though there may not be 
funding available for a particular project 
it is worth getting all the preparatory 
work done in advance as it can easily 
take a couple of years to sort out.        
Experience has shown that situations can 
change, almost without warning, and 
suddenly a project which was out of 
reach suddenly becomes possible as 
funding has become available.  If the 
necessary permissions etc. are in place it 
can started without undue delay,          
otherwise it could become another lost 
opportunity as it could take a couple of 
years before anything can be done on the 
ground.  The Trust has a strategy for how 
the restoration process should proceed 
with priority being given to projects and 
areas identified within this strategy.  This 
could mean that other areas have their 

priority reduced but this is could be an 
opportunity to do the necessary studies 
and put the permissions in place so that 
we are ready to go when we get the 
chance.   Food for thought? 
 

Meanwhile, back at Wootton Bassett, 
there has been a report of a naked      
rambler in the fields around Morningside 
Farm.  Once sighted the rambler quickly 
disappears from view.  He must be a very 
hardy soul to strut his stuff in sub zero 
temperatures but has caused no offence 
and seems to want to keep out of public 
view.  He will be welcome to join our 
Wednesday work parties but will need to 
wear a hard hat and protective clothing as 
specified in out Health and Safety guide! 

In fact, anyone wanting to join us on a 
Wednesday will be most welcome as we 
have plenty to do and will be getting   
busier. 

 

                         John Bower 

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 
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CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Vacant 

Secretary:  Denise Giles, Knoll Cottage,3 Hayes Knoll, Purton Stoke,Wilts SN5 4JL Tel 01793 770766  

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, Stable Cottage, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 9JG                  Tel 01793 770546 

 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel 01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  01793 775993 

Trip Boat Rota Co-ordinator       Toni Lawson-Hall                                                         Tel  01672 841414 

Due to other Trust commitments Ken 
Oliver resigned as Chairman. Roy     
Cartwright was elected to the post. 

We have now achieved full planning 
consent for the wing wall extensions on 
Purton Road Bridge at Moredon. This 
was achieved thanks to Eddie Thomas 
producing the plans and working with the 

council to clarify their concerns. Soil 
investigations had to be carried out by 
drilling bore holes, and analysing the 
quality of the ground conditions. This 
indicated that there may be problems 
with the water-retaining ability of the 
clay, which we may have to address in 
the future, possibly by lining the canal 

The Trust is building up a collection of 
Canal and Water Related Books. 
We hope these will be of interest to all of 
our members and could eventually 
evolve into a lending facility.  

If you have any books or maps that you 
no longer require and would like to  
share them with fellow members please 

contact the office on  0845 226 8567 

 

  Ann O’Donoghue 

  Trust Administrator 

Canal Literature 
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Steve who had come over from Oxford, 
for the day and joined my friends Mike 
(Knight) and Alan (Tanzell). Rachael 
joined us a little later on.  

 

Took more bricks from the huge bank 
they were piled on and carried them 
down the muddy slopes to the brickies – 
Why is it every time I go to Wiltshire, it 
always involves bricks, always. Rachael 
estimated that there were around 650 
bricks laid in one day - Which is some 
going ! Plus around 30 concrete blocks - 
Which we had to move too. (Around 25 -
30kg each). 

 

Later I got the task of helping George 
with the dumper truck. Nothing         
technical, just flicking the compressor 
switches when George said to and    
keeping my foot on the gas. Next task 
was to go behind and put bricks under 
the wheels. I put them under the back, 
and of course he wanted them under the 
front ones. As I went to put one under the 
front my head hit the dumper bucket 
very hard throwing me backwards, (So 
THAT’S why we wear hard hats !), I 
ended up in the safety fencing -          
otherwise it could have ended up being 
very nasty. I just shook up my already 
weary and aching bones.  

 

When I had recovered somewhat, I was 
asked to mix up a load of mortar  - Luke 
had gone off to do something, thinking 
he could do whatever before more mortar 
was needed. As expected his timing was 
way off, as the mortar was needed soon 
after he moved away. I struggled with the 
mixing and we ran out of sand. Rachael 

came to the rescue and struggled across 
the muddy field with a wheelbarrow full. 
I did get compliments on the "muck" that 
I'd made, it was near perfect - apparently. 
(Sorry Luke, we can’t all be talented ! J ). 
 

Towards 2pm my back was about to 
break, after carrying bucket after bucket 
of muck, and loads of bricks, but, still 
Luke pushed me on to do more ……… 
(Bloomin’ slave driver is that one …). 
 

We ploughed on and got the place tidy 
too, ready for next time.  

 

Next instalment is about the New Year 
Canal Camp ….. Stay tuned and mind 
how you go, 

  Ken Whapples  

Please contact the editor if you or 
your employer would like to sponsor 
an edition of Dragonfly, or wish to 
advertise in the magazine. 

 

We currently have a circulation of 
approximately 2000 and increasing 
including local authorities and partner 
agencies. 

 

The editor may be contacted on the 
following e-mail address: 

 

editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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More exciting news and fun things that 
you can do, whilst you are restoring a 
canal. (Try it might like it … J). 

 

This time I was asked to help after     
various Canal Camps and weekend 
groups had been down to work at Seven 
Locks, and Dauntsey. Wow !  What a 
difference since my last visit !  

 

The weekend was mostly sunny and 
warm at times, which was much nicer 
than the forecasted rain – No sign of that 
except Friday night ! Saturday was the 
usual day of pottering around doing odd 
jobs that normally get put off, because 
something more important comes along. 
After a dodgy start we finally got 
Rachael’s van started, we loaded up with 
the mended drum (Nothing to do with 
Terry Pratchett either), from the cement 
mixer. We next went to Farmer Geoff's 
to pick up the other half of the cement 
mixer. This of course was behind the 
tractor, which also had a flat battery. 
Luckily George was on the plot to help 
out. So whilst that was charging we off to 
help George, or so we thought … to sort 
out the new WRG trailer before taking it 
to Ross-on-Wye. After a very long time 
George came to the conclusion that he 
just had not got the right bits.  

 

After assembling the two halves of the 
mixer at Seven Locks, we went over to 
Westleaze to scavenge scaffolding and 
associated parts; with the permission and 
sanction of Oliver Gardner of course, that 

were needed to finish off lock 3. Blimey 
Scaffy planks, and I wasn’t sat, bent  
double – Bonus !  Luke and I then set up 
the markers for the levels, ready for the 
brickies. The light failed fast and we 
ended up doing the third one in the 
gloom. 

 

Sunday morning, as we were starting the 
final preparations prior to the brickies  
arrival - The cows got out from one of 
the fields and went for a walk down the 
road. Luckily Bowds Lane is only a   
minor road. Farmer Janet was there to 
take charge, (Luckily). We pumped out 
the lock chamber and rescued four scaffy 
boards that had floated off into the  
chamber beyond the scaffolding. (Water 
level had risen). 

 

After struggling to get the cement mixer 
to Seven locks the previous day, Luke 
couldn't find the starting handle, to check 
whether it still worked. On Sunday, he 
was finding something to cover over the 
brickwork (Stop the frost getting to it), 
and inside a bag of “rubbish” was the 
starting handle. He had looked in at least 
5 different places for it. Yes, the mixer 
started up ! 

 

Sunday was a day of pushing           
wheelbarrows over a muddy field to get 
the sand from a skip and then back with a 
loaded wheelbarrow - Around 20 trips in 
all, or at least it felt like it. Luke mixed 
up the mortar and I bucketed it down to 
the three brickies.  

 

KLD: (Ken’s Little Digs) 
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The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.swindoncanals.co.ukwww.swindoncanals.co.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

Most of the physical progress lately here 
in WV has been on the restoration of 
Steppingstone Lane Bridge and due   
almost entirely to the efforts of WRG. 

 

London Waterway Recovery Group 
came the weekend 18-20th November, 
and with 28 volunteers a lot was done. At 
the bridge two main tasks were done, one 
team installing a drainage pipe whilst 

another team were set to breaking more 
concrete around the copingstones. (The 
original copingstones from the parapet 
were buried in the canal as foundations to 
the foundations for the drainage pipe 
which was installed when the bridge was 
deliberately collapsed on safety grounds 
many years ago). The copingstones were 
then hauled out and safely stored for  
future use. Quite a task. 

with new clay. 

 

To this end we have now cleared the 
trees and undergrowth on the bank next 
to the bridge, in anticipation of the 
ground works commencing shortly. This 
is in a very prominent position, as it is 
visible from the road. So a lot of you 
may have seen the work taking place 
already. 

 

With the return of the winter season, 
work parties get back to the regular activ-
ity of scrub-bashing, to try and keep in 
check the jungle that establishes itself 
over the summer. We will be cutting the 

grass and trimming the hedgerows of the 
towpath at Moredon for a while, as it is 
amazing how much they can grow in less 
than a year. 

 

We are also having another social gather-
ing on Friday the13th January, at Lawn 
community centre. This will include an 
update from Ken on our ten year plan, as 
well as a historic canal film, and some 
authentic Bargee’s food!  See you there. 
                                    

    Olive Gardner 
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The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 

At our Canalside Park site another team 
set about scrub bashing and clearing the 
site around our storage containers and 
site hut. The idea is to create a ‘sort of 
secure’ storage area and thus they set 
about erecting some high chain link  
fencing. (Donated - ex tennis court). 
Luckily we have very little trouble at the 
park with the local ‘little darlings’ but 
they will use our concrete blocks and 
scaffold planks etc. to make mountain 
bike ramps and dens etc. and as you will 
of guessed do not put them back! We 
hope the fence will prove to be a bit of a 
deterrent! and thus don’t have to waste 
valuable time every workparty            
recovering stuff and tidying up. 

 

WRG ‘camp out’ in Watchfield Village 
Hall, very good accommodation and 
much appreciated all round. After they’d 
gone we received a very nice letter from 
the hall organiser congratulating them on 
the extremely clean and tidy state they 
had left the hall in.  

 

Well done WRG and thanks for all 
your hard work. 

We hope to have a couple of visits again 
next year. 

 

The local volunteers are also still 
hard at work – there is always litter   
picking, grass control and hedge       
trimming to be done. Behind the scenes 
paperwork takes up a tremendous amount 
of time – especially the lease              
negotiations – but we are making       
progress. 

 

The East End Branches Skittles 
Challenge had to be cancelled at the last 
minute, the landlord of the local pub 
where the event was to be held phoned 
with less than two weeks to go to say that 
the pub was closing and being sold – but 
don’t panic the prestigious trophy will be 
eagerly contested as usual at a rearranged 
venue in the new year. It’s not all digging 
in the mud, you know! 

 

Happy New Year 

Alan Norris 

West Vale Branch Chairman  

EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 
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IWA Update 

If you have back copies of  Dragonfly 
(from edition 1 onwards, or part thereof) 
we would love to hear from you.  Our 
Administrator Ann O’Donoghue is    
anxious to find an archive copy for the 
Trust. 

         I  would also like to digitise any 
back copies (which would be returned) in 
order to make them available to members 
electronically as part of the Trust archive. 

If you can help and are prepared to loan 
or donate any past copies please contact 

the Trust administrator via the office by    
calling 0845 226 8567 

 

Richard Bellamy       Ann O’Donoghue 

Editor                        Administrator 

Calling all Collectors 

Some stop press news just in time for this 
edition of Dragonfly.  The date and    
location for the next south west regional 
meeting of the Inland Waterways       
Association has just been announced. 

This will be held at the Civic Centre, 
Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire on Thursday 
16th February 2006. The meeting will 
start at 7.30 pm 

Denis Dodd will give a talk to the    
meeting on the Grand Western Canal. 

All members of the Wilts and Berks   
Canal Trust are invited and are welcome 
to attend.  Given that we are to receive 
the IWA diamond jubilee grant, we are 
hoping for a really good turnout. Please 
make a note in your diary 

                            Peter Smith  

 

The Wilts and Berks Canal Trust has 
been chosen as one of the charities for 
next year's Swindon Charity Ball      
sponsored by Nationwide and the    
Swindon Evening Advertiser. 

Ann O’Donoghue and Ken Oliver met 
the charity ball committee recently in 
near arctic conditions at Kingshill.   

The Ball is on May 13th 2006 and the 
Trust will benefit by up to £5000 from 
the event. Keep the date free if you 
would like to buy tickets 

  

Further details can be found on 
www.thecharityball.orgwww.thecharityball.org 

 

                              Ken Oliver 

Swindon Charity Ball 
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The four junctions - with the Kennet and 
Avon Canal at Semington, the Wilts & 
Berks with the North Wilts at Swindon, 
the North Wilts with the Thames and 
Severn Canal at Latton and the Wilts & 
Berks with the Thames at Abingdon - 
form the flagship projects of the Partner-
ship. These will make the internal con-
nection and provide three points of ac-
cess to the national waterways network. 
 
The Old Junction with the Thames at 
Abingdon has been built over but a new 
route has been identified 1500 metres to 
the South. A bid was made for the IWA 
Diamond Jubilee Grant to reinstate a 
junction with the Thames and 
build a 150 metre length of new 
waterway into a flooded gravel pit 
leading to visitor moorings 400 
metres from the Thames. Future 
developments would include 
some further moorings in the 
gravel pit. An extension under the 
Peep-o-Day Lane Sustrans cycle-
way would also allow the con-
struction of a new gravel wharf to 
serve an existing gravel grading 
plant and a possible second area 
of secure narrowboat moorings, 
both just off the new alignment.  
 
It was announced on 30 November that 
the Wilts & Berks bid, one of 34 submit-
ted, had been chosen as the winner and 
that a substantial grant would be made 
towards the building of this new canal. 
Construction by a contractor and the Wa-
terway Recovery Group working to-

gether is scheduled for July and August 
next year. Given that the 2006 Diamond 
Jubilee National Festival and Boat Show 
is to be held a few miles down-river at 
Pangbourne, we are very keen to maxi-
mise the publicity opportunity to the sev-
eral hundred boats that will pass by. We 
will also have a high profile official 
opening by a VIP or canal-supporting 
celebrity on Wednesday 30 August 2006 
just after the Festival. The opportunity 
for boaters to visit the new cut and pur-
chase a certificate or brass plaque will 
provide them with a lasting memento of 
the historic occasion. 
 

 
(A photomontage of how the new junc-
tion might look where it crosses the 
field and enters the lake beyond the 
hedge—Photographer) 

 

[See centre pages for a map showing the 
area of the proposed development—Ed] 

IWA Diamond Jubilee Grant -  

New Thames Junction at Abingdon 
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Now is as good a time as any to look 
back over 2005.In the spring there was 
the usual Quiz Night at Drayton ably 
organised by George and Ruby. 
 

In April we had the Saturday Publicity 
day centred around East Challow Village 
Hall with several guided walks. It was 
pleasing that many people came along, 
and the then prospective ( and now    
present) MP for Wantage Ed Vaisey 
joined us at the Village Hall. 
 

 

In Dragonfly 98 Brian Roberts looked at 
the development proposals around Grove 
so I won’t say any more here. We await 
the Local Inspector’s report with        
anticipation. The summer saw the usual 
crop of guided walks around  Wantage 
and  Challow and Grove. We held two 
under the auspices of the Wantage    
Summer Festival in June.  

 

The first was very well attended, in fact 
the best attended I can recall for some 
time.  

We took the assembled masses for a tour 
of West Challow and Childrey, and a 
very nice evening was had be all        
concerned. A fortnight later we arrived at 
West     Challow just as the first rumbles 
filled the sky( and I am not talking about 
my empty stomach). After taking a vote 
of the 8 people who turned up we de-
cided to set out towards East Challow but 
turned back when the storm decided to 
aim directly for us, and I thought that 
perhaps being in trees in a thunderstorm 
was not a good idea! Having returned to 
West Challow Vic and I  discovered the 

road was submerged in flood water and 
were able to clear the entrance to the 
road drain.  We were rewarded very 
quickly with the sound of trickling water 
in the canal and the waters started to  
reduce. 

 

I also took a group from Abingdon 
Round Table for a walk from the top end 
of Grove, starting at Smallmarsh Lock 
along the embankment ( fending off   
nettles/thistles etc) through to West  
Challow. I would encourage the branches 
along the canal to get in contact with the 
Community Service Officer for their  
local Round Tables to see if they can get 
involved in a project.  
 

The most entertaining of all was a guided 
walk for a group of ladies from          
Ardington WI. I had given a talk to them 
a while back and  had promised a tour at 
some time. We set off to walk from 
Grove to East Challow and only as we 
were climbing over the stile into the field 
did I realize that some of the ladies were, 
how shall I say it, rather advanced in 
years. However, we managed to get the 
less lithe ones over the stile…at which 
point I remembered there was another 
one at the other end of the field. We took 
another route back to the cars!! As far as 
I am aware they all survived the journey. 
Perhaps it was just as well some were 
picked up at East Challow Village Hall. 

Otherwise the other major event of the 
summer was the work camp at Childrey 
New Road at which the stalwart band 
made a great  job of  the re-building of 
Childrey Wharf.  There was more on that 
in the last Dragonfly. 
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My thanks go to the stalwart work party 
teams both at the weekends and the  
Monday Mob who have put so much  
effort in over the year. Incidentally if you 
are at a loose end during the week and 
wish to join the Monday Mob, contact 
Roy Murrell for more details. It is    
amazing what can be achieved. 
 

I have given various talks through the 
year: Berkshire Industrial Archaeology 
Group, Stanford in the Vale History 
Group and Hanney History Group. I 
made the brave decision to transfer my 
talk onto lap top and this seems to have 
worked well. I must thank my friend 
Mike for helping with the technicalities. 
However, despite lots of photos I keep 
seeing gaps in the story and must put 
some time into taking new pictures to 
keep up to date with restoration work. 

In October we were delighted to have 
Bruce Hall from the Cotswold Canal 
Trust along to our Branch Meeting to 
bring us up to date with work on the 
Stroudwater Navigation and Thames & 
Severn Canal.  The destinies of the North 
Wilts and the eastern section of the 
Thames & Severn seem interlinked and I 
look forward to seeing progress on both. 
The work they have done on the look 
forward to seeing progress on both. The 
work they have done on the Cotswolds 
Canals so far is extremely impressive. I 
aim to organise a branch away-day to the 
area next year. 

Whether this arrives before Christmas or 
after may I wish you all a Merry    
Christmas and a successful 2006. 

 

                                                       BPS 

The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale worksites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

The current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to 
the southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the re-
building of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 
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      THE 100 CLUB 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally set up by the Pewsey Branch  of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, 
the fund-raising ‘100 Club’ has now been taken over by the Melksham  / 
Calne / Chippenham Branch to try and revive it. 

 

The aim is to get 100 people to buy a £10 chance 
of winning a British Waterways license*, for a 
year, for their boat.  When this number has 
been reached, the draw will take place and 
the winner will be notified by post.  Details of the 
winner will also be posted in - The Dragonfly, 
Pewsey Newsey (PWBC), The  Taverner (CTBC), 
and on the MCC Wilts & Berks Branch web site. 

 

If there is sufficient interest the MCC Branch will then set up another draw. 

 
For further details (and form) contact Dave and Julia Newby on 01380 
813695. 

£10 for a boat 

licence? 

Odds  

100 to 1  
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ______________________________________________  
Address ______________________________________________  

______________________________________________  
Postcode _______________ Telephone ____________________  

Description Size Qty Price 
Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 
W&BCT Clothing – blue with 

yellow logo, sizes available:  
M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshir

t   9.95 2.00  

Childrens  Polo  Shirt  3/4 5/6 7/8 9/10   6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge  1·95 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm dia.  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm dia.  0·50 SAE · 
Restoring the Wessex Waterways 

through Wiltshire and Oxfordshire  1·00 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · 

W&BCT 
rectangular 
car stickers 
29.5cm × 7cm 

Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (the definitive history of the canal)  8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal)  12·99 1·50 · 

Total goods & postage ·  Postage rates are per item and apply to UK 
addresses only.  Please enquire about postage 
overseas or if you would like to arrange to 
collect your order.  

   
Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
75 Dunnington Road 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7EL 
Or  e-mail Heather.Young@wbct.org.ukHeather.Young@wbct.org.uk 
 

Cheques payable to W&BCT please 
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596 

Nov 2005 Price List 
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Could you be a Director ? 
The Trust is currently looking for a     
further Director to join the board and 
Council of Management. This is to focus 
on  our Insurance Portfolio. This post is 
currently vacant. 

This is not an onerous task and equates to 
one or two days effort per month.       
Attendance at quarterly Council meetings 

would also be required. 

If you would be interested in this         
position, please contact the Trust        
administrator in the first instance on 
0845 226 8567 

 

  Ann O’Donoghue 

Dragonfly 100 

The approach of Dragonfly 100 seems to 
have gained real pace over the past 
month. What seemed so far off when I 
started as editor is now just around 
the corner. 

I have something a little special in 
mind for the 100th edition, but 
really would welcome your       
contributions to make it a special 
commemorative edition marking 
the progress made to date. 

We would like the 100th edition to 
focus on the way ahead, progress 
made and future for the canal route. 
However, there will be space for some 
memorable achievements too. 

The old central map finally seems to 
have bitten the dust. I already have     
entries for the front cover competition. I 
can’t say who has won or what image 
they will chose, but I’m sure it will be 
something special—thank you for those 
that took the time and effort to enter. 

So what can you do to contribute to the 

100th edition? 

I would really like to hear from any 
members with their views on what has 

been achieved in your time with the 
Trust, where the canal is going and what 
could be achieved as part of the way  
forward. So please don’t be shy, put pen 
to paper or finger to keyboard and let me 
have your contributions by 1st March 
2006. 

 

         Richard Bellamy 

         Editor 
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