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Hakuna Matata. The only boat in Wilts & Berks livery? - Terry Waldron  

Cottages under repair at Dauntsey (Landowner project) - Rachael Banyard  
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A look back of what we have achieved so far ! 

Bascule Bridge Foxham — Luke Walker 

Restored 
Childrey 
Wharf 

Foxham Top Lock —       
Luke Walker 

Shrivenham Park Slipway — Luke Walker 

Elm Farm Lift Bridge—L Walker Double bridge Pewsham —Branch photo 
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Some recent images you’ve asked to see in colour 

Digging at Cricklade  

       Opening of Chaddington Lock   Duke of Edinburgh Award won?  
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Trust Officials 
 
Chairman (acting)   
 Alan Norris  Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL * 01793 783024 
Vice Chairman  Alan Norris (details above) 
General Secretary vacant 
Treasurer, Company Secretary  Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG * 01793 771548 
IWA Representative  Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge  KT13 8DH * 01932 855899 
 
Chief Executive  Ken Oliver, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU * 0845 226 8567 
Administrator   Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU * 0845 226 8567 
 
Projects Director – Central  Ken Oliver (details above)  
Projects Director – East  Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP * 01235 204115 
Projects Director – North  Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick  CV34 6NE * 01926 311295 
Projects Director – West  Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, Devizes  SN10 1SS * 01380 828254 
Work Parties Director  
 Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB * 01249 892289 
Engineering Director – Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon  SN3 1HP   01793 534404 
Wildlife & Environment Team Director 
 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon  SN4 8JJ * 01793 850310 
Plant Officer, WRG rep. George Eycott, 36 Grange Court, Boundary Road, Newbury  RG14 7PH * 01635 569449 
Director  Peter Smith, 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, Swindon  SN4  7EL * 01793 636597 
Brickwork Adviser  Ron Robertson, 43 Moredon Park, Moredon, Swindon SN2 2LX  07712 723590 
Engineering  Alastair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell Street, Cirencester GL7 2BQ  * 01285 652006 
Health & Safety Adviser  Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, Swindon SN1 2PN  01793 336195 
 
Landowner Liaison Director  Jenny Stratton (details above) 
Liaison, Swindon Branch  Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator above) 
Oxfordshire CC and Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 
 Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage, OX12 7DN * 01235 762555 
 
Communications Director  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB * 07973 172202 
Events Director  Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Road, Swindon  SN3 1NN * 01793 523048 
Membership Director 
    Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Avenue, Harold Wood, Romford  RM3  0SJ * 01708 342036 
Archivist  Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, Maidenhead SL6 6DF * 01628 544666 
Press Officer  Justin Guy, 24 Tower Road, Melksham  SN12 7JG * 01225 709840 
Sales Administrator  Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road, SN4  7EL * 01793 636596 
Website administrator – Richard Bellamy (details above) 
 
Fundraising Director  Martin Buckland (details above) 
Insurance Administrator, Technical Operations  George Eycott (details above) 
ENTRUST Liaison Officer  Ian Skerry, 16 Chapel Hill, Watchfield, Swindon  SN6 8TA * 01793 784197 
Gift Aid Officer  David Chalmers, 40 Greenleaze, Knowle Park, Bristol  BS4 2TL * 0117 972 0423 
 
Council of Management  The names of members are underlined above.   
 
Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address of the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.ukfirstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (‘firstname’ and ‘lastname’ as printed in the listing). 
 
Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership 
Project Officer  Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, Chippenham  SN15  1ER  * 01249 706494 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2006 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper 

 

Information Line   TEL: 01628 544666 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: Double Bridge at Pewsham  

PHOTOGRAPHER: Melksham Calne and Chippenham Branch 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST     
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL THROUGH WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: The Mill House, 114 Shaw Road, NEWBURY, Berks RG14 1HR 
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DRAGONFLY 101 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid July, 2006 

Please send articles and reports for in-
clusion by  1st June 2006 

E-mail to: Richrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

Those of you of a certain age may recall 
a time when children were either a fan of 
Dr Who or the original Star Trek. I must 
admit to always having been firmly in the 
latter camp, however this edition of 
Dragonfly has given me an altogether 
different insight. 

For, rather like that ever changing 
timelord, I find myself as just the current  
incarnation of the Dragonfly editor. It has 
been challenging and rewarding in equal 
parts to produce this edition, but with 
contributions from some of my editorial 
predecessors I soon  realised they are as 
important in the production of this     
edition as I have been—if not more so.  
My thanks goes to them for their        
assistance in this edition and for the   
undoubted hard work in  getting us to 
edition 100 

The arrival of a landmark edition also 
seemed appropriate to be the first     
Dragonfly to have colour content. I hope 
this combined with the larger type size 
increases your enjoyment of the      
magazine. 

As a long standing supporter of the Trust 
aims (but a relatively recent member) 
this edition made fascinating reading (if I 
say so myself). The scale of the tasks 
already completed and the unfailing   
determination of the members should not 
be underestimated. Having read through 

back copies of Dragonfly I am amazed at 
how far we have come. Recent           
developments really do give me the   
impression that the restored canal will be 
a reality in the not too distant future.    

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
regular contributors for their efforts to 
meet tight deadlines and all those who 
take the time and effort to write to the 
Letters section. Here’s hoping that the 
next 100 editions continue to reflect the 
progress we’re making. Even better, that 
the 200th edition will contain details of 
the  reopened navigation.  

 

 

 

  Richard Bellamy
             Dragonfly Editor 
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Many new members came via      
Christmas presents. Thanks to all  
members who are still responding to 
the call to recruit new members from 
people they meet, friends and family – 
keep this going! 
 

New members recruited in January 
2006 increased by 86% compared with 
January 2005. 

New! New members can now join and 
pay on-line at www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

Look how many have joined the Trust 
since September 2005 

 

  Chris Toms 

  Membership Secretary 

Total Trust               
membership is now  

1864 

(at 25/02/06) 

Mr & Mrs P Wilson Harpendon   Mr A Sweetman Chippenham  

Mr & Mrs D Crozier Ramsbury   Mrs N Bellamy Wanborough   

Mr & Mrs M J Turner Chiseldon  Mrs D Steele E. Tytherton Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs S M Tabatabai Swindon Mr & Mrs A J Welsh Sandhurst Berks 

Mr J Potter Haverfordwest   Mr & Mrs S Bridge Wootton Bassett 

Mr & Mrs J Tidey Harpenden Herts  Dr & Mrs Hammond Cheshire  

Membership Growth from Sept 2005 

1775

1791

1807

1819

1830
1837

1864

1720

1740

1760

1780

1800

1820

1840

1860

1880

30
/09

/2
00

5

07
/10

/2
00

5

14
/10

/2
00

5

21
/10

/2
00

5

28
/10

/2
00

5

04
/11

/20
05

11
/11

/20
05

18
/11

/2
00

5

25
/11

/20
05

02
/12

/2
00

5

09
/12

/2
00

5

16
/12

/20
05

23
/12

/2
00

5

30
/12

/2
00

5

06
/01

/20
06

13
/01

/2
00

6

20
/01

/2
00

6

27
/01

/20
06

03
/02

/2
00

6

10
/02

/2
00

6

17
/02

/20
06

24
/02

/2
00

6



44 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 89 new members and Friends of the Canal: 

KG & JL Harding Melksham  Mr B Morley East Hanney  

R E & C J Hammond Abingdon  Ms D Armstrong Marlborough 

Mr D A Grobecker Fairford Glos Mr M S Beard Stroud Glos  

Mrs S Ash Beaconsfield Bucks  Ms M Rogers Grove 

Mr A Walker Weybridge Surrey  D & I Gautier Weybridge Surrey 

Mr D Mallalieu Sale Cheshire  Mr M Mallalieu Bedford  

T & G Burns Oldham Lancs  Mr R Ingham Chippenham  

Mr B Roberts Weybridge Surrey Mrs B M Osborne Faringdon  

Mr A Hines Christian Malford  Mr P Lewis Malmesbury  

Mr N Bird Stroud Glos   Mr H Robey Grove 

Mr M Springford Clifton Bristol  Mr A McGeachan Swindon  

Mr C Bland Shrivenham  Ms J Drown Swindon   

Mr R Mathews Sidcup Kent  Mr P McDade Marlborough  

Mr G Mills Semington   Mr & Mrs D Bromhead Swindon 

Mr & Mrs M W Cole Chippenham Mr I R Williams Watford Herts 

Mr M Stockbridge Chinnor Oxon Mr & Mrs P Brayford Salisbury 

Ms F E Lewis Chippenham  Mr J Maclachlan Grove  

Mr & Mrs R D Welsh Chippenham Mr A Baker Trowbridge 

Mr S Williams Stanford in the Vale Mr T Boswell Chippenham  

Miss K Heuser Wootton Bassett  Mr & Mrs C Bryson Blunsdon 

J & W Weller Devizes   D & P Roberts Stowhill Childrey 

Miss B Boulton Luton    Ms M Hughes Swindon 

Mrs A Colyer Herne Bay Kent   Mrs P Wedd Camberley Surrey 

Mr & Mrs G Young Trowbridge        Mr & Mrs S Graffy Thame Oxon  

J & S Inman Northwood Middlesex Mr & Mrs C A Love Abingdon 

H & J Brown South Glamorgan  Mr & Mrs N Hall Marlborough 
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From Chair to Chief  Executive 
Ken Oliver 

Lynda & I have recently returned from 
holiday and having visited the Dead Sea I 
suppose I had better be a little cautious in 
glancing back having seen what happened 
to Mrs Lott! 

When the first edition of Dragonfly was 
published, without doubt, the Wilts & 
Berks canal restoration was beyond a 
dream-it was fantasy. I am happy to say 
that as we publish    Dragonfly 100 I am 
more convinced daily that delivery of the 
scheme comes closer. 

I am intending to conclude the articles 
about the canal restoration in the next two 
editions but just for the moment I am     
delighted to reflect and report on the events 
that have brought the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Trust a full time Chief Executive. 

Through this column I must publicly thank 
the Underwood Trust that have made this 
possible. They have granted us the funds to 
enable me to work in parallel with the  
Partnership Project Officer to expedite the 
many projects that will fully restore the 
canal. I will certainly give it my best shot 
at this critical phase of the project. 

I am delighted to have accepted the offer 
from Council to take up the appointment 
and in doing so I am relinquishing the role 
of Chairman.  

Please contact me at the Trust Office if you 
think I can help with any issues. 

Specifically my first tasks are to help     
prepare for a possible visit from the Big 
Lottery, and to fully appraise and make 
preparations for contacting landowners. 

Incidentally if you are a Wilts & Berks 

canal landowner and reading this, we 
would be pleased to talk to you about your 
aspirations for your land. The Trust would 
of course like to secure all the land to    
restore the canal, as soon as possible. We 
have what we believe to be a reasonable 
prospectus to buy or long term lease the 
land. Most of all we would like to listen to 
your ideas. Our aim is restore the canal by 
co-operation with the landowners. In the 
future the Trust is likely to hand the   
project to British Waterways. It will be 
advantageous to everyone if all land-
owner issues were resolved before this 
happens. We are preparing for the        
Abingdon Junction project with landowner             
negotiations and an application for        
planning permission. The Diamond Jubilee 
project is in reality on such a tight time 
scale that any snags are going to cause   
serious problems. 

Council has also agreed to a restructuring – 
the idea is to empower directors who will 
use task orientated teams rather than the 
previous system of committees. 

I conclude by saying well done to everyone 
who has got us this far- there is much more 
to do and we have the team to achieve our 
ambitious targets  

I have an image in my mind of reading 
Dragonfly  200 on the front deck of our 
narrowboat moored in the Wiltshire     
countryside, g & t to hand, reading the 
headline 

‘Trust celebrates 10th anniversary of Wilts 
& Berks Canal re-opening’ 
                                            Ken Oliver 
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So in this the 100th Dragonfly issue, on 
what can and should we reflect? 
 

First up is the excellent improving    
quality of the read. The previous editions 
served their purpose very well. Now we 
have moved up a gear, and our          
communications tools need to be smart, 
think smart and act smart. A healthy sign 
is the 2 pages of letters. 
 

I wish to pay tribute to some stalwarts 
who have retired/resigned from the 
Council this past year. Without their 
cheerful doggedness, local knowledge 
and understanding of the broader issues 
of canal politics, we would not  be where 
we are today. I am thinking especially of 
Ray Denyer and Vic Miller, but others 
have moved on too. Peter Smith is on the 
point of moving on too. Recently       
Graham Smith and Richard Hignett have 
resigned.  I joined the Wilts & Berks in 
2000, and owe much to this crew who 
helped guide me round the sites and   
issues, and come to terms with the   
workings of the Trust. Most important, 
they served their local patches very well 
and contributed greatly to the whole   
operation and served too on many     
committees. 

We all happily recognise and salute the 
great achievements in their time, for the 
most part serving under Tony Davy. 
They were all respected by outside    
bodies and helped shape the view of the 
Trust we have today. 

We have a different 
complexion to the 
Trust these days. There 
is an earnestness to get things done and a 
certain pragmatism. Different ways for 
different times. It is perhaps a more    
efficient organisation, leaner and        
enjoying the exalted status of a preferred 
national scheme, with the imminent   
fruition of several major schemes at a 
threshold. For we are tackling 3 of our 
Flagship schemes and going for serious 
funding. Some more serious than others! 
This is a reflection of our confidence and 
there is no doubt we are punching above 
our weight. 
 

Our 100th issue jogs me into reflecting 
how we from time to time in these pages 
hear of old timers, whose memories stir 
from many years ago recalling days 
when the canal was still active. It is  
wonderful to meet these characters, as we 
did at the splendid Chaddington Lock 
celebration, and to see their reactions to 
present restoration works! I am hoping to 
organise a similar event at Latton Basin, 
whose owners are very supportive and 
keen to see works up there. We are in 
touch with a very senior lady, whose face 
smiles out from an old sepia print we 
have. The Two  Latton Canals’ Trusts 
first signs will be erected at this historic 
junction this summer. 
 

A very fond memory for me is the grand 
voyage of skiff  Emily in May 2003 from 
Bath to Westminster. It may have struck 

Partnership News 
Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    

Berks Canal Partnership writes: 
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East End Quiz Night 
2006 

 

Yes once again we invite you to the East End 
quiz night complete with the obligatory fish 
and chip supper!  
 

Date: Friday May 12th 
Time: 7pm - quiz will start 7.30pm 
Cost: £6.50 per head 
Place: Cauldwell Hall, Drayton. 
 

As per previous years tea and coffee will be made available, please 
feel free to “bring a bottle” if you wish. 
 
Teams are groups of four, but if you cannot muster a team book anyway and we will put you into a 
team on the night. If for any reason you are unable to attend on the day, please let George know on 
(07771) 775745, this will avoid us waiting for people who are not coming! 
 
 

Team Name: 
 

Name of person making booking: 
 

Contact Number: 
 

Meals - please indicate number of each required 
 

Fish and Chips: ____ 
 

Chicken and Chips: ____ 
 

2 x Battered Jumbo Sausage and Chips:____ 
 

Veggie Burger and Chips:____ 
 
Please return to: Ruby Lamboll, 20 Meadowside, Abingdon, OXON. OX14 5DX 
complete with a cheque made payable to “East Vale Canal Group” for the 
total amount (£6.50 per person) by the 3rd May. 
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Dear Richard, 

 

Can you help me find a missing street in 
Swindon? I read an article about the 
building of the GWR which showed 
strong reliance on the Wilts & Berks  
canal.  In this, lots of goods were       
delivered to Blacksmith Street but as 
hard as I look I can’t find it even on 
maps going back to the 1890’s 

 

   Ian Miller 

   Wroughton 

 

[ Ian— I think I may be able to solve 

your mystery. Blacksmith Street did exist 
in Swindon until the early 1800’s at 
which time it changed it’s name to reflect 
the latest commodity sold there .. It is in 
old town and is now known as Wood 
Street ! 

The site of the last blacksmith in the 
street is contested, however, it is believed  
to be  roughly opposite the Kings Arms 
Hotel. The cut through to the rear of  
Devizes Road is thought to mark the  
remains of the stable block. 

 Hoping this helps.— Ed ] 

Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List 
 
Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? 
‘Training is given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? 
There is plenty to do and you will be joining a great team! 

 
Job Area Job Descrip-

tion/ Expertise/ 
Input Needed 

Time Needed 
per week/ 

month or Year 

Contact 

1 Wootton Bassett 
Dragonfly pack 
and post team 

Approx 1/2 day, 
4 times a year 

Administrator 

2 
Cricklade 
(Hayes Knoll 
Lock) 

Work Party 
Organiser     
Required  

5-6 days per  
month approx 

Dave Warren 
07808656580  
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some as a potty idea, but it certainly   
attracted the interest and support of the 
VIPs and our Partners. I am still trying to 
find the time to write up a little           
illustrated  journal. 
 

A special pleasure for me has been the 
many meetings with the various        
landowners up and down the line. Some 
117 to date, and all have been courteous, 
most very supportive, a few yet to be 
convinced. Some have become good 
friends and allies too. 

While a few stand to gain considerably 
from the economic benefits and           
opportunities, and others will see the  
extra premium on their property prices as 
waterside, it remains a fact, that for    
others, it will take a considerable leap in 
faith to fully understand  what the canal 

can and will do for all the communities it 
will pass. With several landowners we 
have begun to negotiate the best terms 
for both parties. 
 

Let’s not forget the humour and fun of all 
these efforts. I wonder if that naked    
fellow is still catching a cold at        
Morningside Farm! So much has been 
achieved on all fronts these past few 
years, and I sometimes ask myself if we 
can sustain this pace. At least I am     
fortunate to have a fully paid up Chief 
Exec to turn to now! 
 

Enjoy getting out and about again in the 
spring and early summer along the canal. 

 

                                  Chaloner Chute 

Help required - Unpaid Volunteer Bookkeeper. 
 

The Trust Treasurer needs assistance with maintaining the financial books of the 
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust to cover:- 
 

  Recording purchase invoices and raise invoices to donors as required 

  Recording cash receipts and make bankings where necessary. 

  Prepare payments of suppliers by cheque and BACs. 

  Prepare income and expenditure statements for Trust projects. 

  Maintain financial filing system and preparing quarterly VAT return. 

 The bookkeeper will work in the Trust Office in Wootton Bassett using the com-
puter based QuickBooks Ledgers and Microsoft Office.  
 

It is estimated that up to 8 hours a week during office hours would be needed     
preferably in 2 sessions on different days. Ideally suited for a retired person in  
Wootton Bassett area with bookkeeping and personal computer experience. Please 
contact Peter Kinsman by e-mail or telephone on 01793 771548  



8 

AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Vacant 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       

The Bath & Bristol Branch has been in 
hibernation mode during the winter     
period. Before Christmas we had a very 
enjoyable  meeting with the local IWA 
branch.  Martin Stubbs and Geoff Brown 
were the stars of the skittles. 
 

After many years at the helm, Clem   
Barnett has finally decided to call it a 
day. The one and a half hour drive from 
Minehead to Keynsham has finally 
proved too much. All in the branch thank 
him for all the efforts of the years and we 
wish Clem and Betty a long and happy 
‘retirement’. We look forward to seeing 
them at our social events. 
 

Bath & Bristol Branch  was set up in the 
dim and distant past to support the     
restoration effort of the W & B canal.  
Time has passed and many  moved onto 
other things. However, the experience 
remains. We have the capability to     
support work parties and to support the 
sales stands going to various shows. We 
have ordered goods to be sold. 
 

In the past we have created leaflets, 
booklets, web sites and display panels 
and even edited Dragonfly. Who do you 

think originally came up with the idea for 
a circular logo for the group? With     
Arthur Dungate we created the       
sound-slide presentation (video) – A 
Dream Coming True; the touch screen 
interactive information System about the 
Kennet & Avon Canal (Can be seen at 
the canal Centre at Devizes) was also 
developed by members of the Bath & 
Bristol Branch. We even created a pilot 
CD aimed at getting schools involved 
with the canal.  
 

We are at present doing a series of     
circular walks along to western end of 
the canal. In due course, these should be 
turned into walk leaflets that can be 
downloaded from the website.  We have 
also suggested updates for the display 
panels and are waiting for feedback on 
our suggestions. 
 

So what can the branch do in the future? 
Bath & Bristol has the greatest           
concentration of population in the area. 
This could be a huge resource for the 
restoration of the canal:– people to work 
on the canal, provide finance for the   
canal and general (political) support. We 
believe that the B & B branch is a crucial 
key to unlocking this. We need to raise 
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 the side. We hope to see you all  
on  30 August. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 Terry and Sue Waldron 

              Plymouth 

 

[For those who wonder about the     
translation of Hakuna Matata , it 
means “No Worries” (Disney - Lion 
King). I think the club you refer  to is the 
old “Centre club” demolished in 197x 
and the pub is most likely to have been 
the Rollestone Arms, which in contrast is 
still standing—Ed ] 
 

Dear Richard, 
 

The restoration plan for the North Wilts 
Canal will surely enthuse your readers 
and you may be interested to know that it 
is not only the canal that work is         
progressing apace to make the dream 
come true. 

On the Swindon and Cricklade Railway, 
one of the scheme partners, there is a 
project to restore to service a vintage 
train so that people can travel one way by 
canal trip boat and return by steam train, 
re-creating a late 18th, early 19th century 
travel experience 

A 1907 Great Western coach is well on 
the way to being restored in the work-
shops and an 1880’s coach is next in line 

(1880’s carriage in restoration —
Swindon and Cricklade Railway) 

with a third dating from 1902 due to 
move to the railway this summer       
completing the set. 

May I also take the opportunity to      
endorse the comments  of Mr Hollis in 
your letters page (Dragonfly 99). Around 
200 years ago, councillors and local   
entrepreneurs showed great vision in  
establishing a canal system which,     
unfortunately, our forebears in the 1960’s 
lacked, resulting in the decimation of a 
priceless national asset. 

Swindon councillors, with their          
development plans, have an opportunity 
now to show that vision lives again,   
ensuring for themselves a place in      
municipal and waterway history. 

 

  N J Bailey 

  Winchcombe (Glos) 
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Dear Richard, 
 

I read with interest on page 25,  under the 
heading National Waterways Festival 
Diary, in No 98 Autumn 2005 Dragonfly 
the following: 

“One couple had just bought a narrow-
boat for the first time and, as one was 
born in ‘Wilts’ and the other 
in ‘Berks’ they felt that they 
aught to be members” 
 

We were that couple however 
the       conversation went 
something like: 

“We are about to get our  nar-
rowboat   re-painted and sign-
written and are going to put 
‘Wilts and Berks’ under the 
boat name on the cabin side. 
Our idea came about as Sue 
was born in Berkshire and I was born in 
Wiltshire. As we are members of the 
Cotswolds Canals Trust we thought we 
should also join the Wilts and Berks” 

In my youth I can remember the line of 
the canal through what is now the centre 
of Swindon, we used to walk along its 
line around the Albion Road to The    
Parade and where it passes under Milton 
Road/Commercial Road. I used to        
frequent a small nightclub right beside 

the canal bridge at this point and drink in 
a pub on the opposite side, but cannot 
remember it’s name. 
 

At the IWA National we also mentioned 
to one of the volunteers that we could 
send a photo of our boat with the new 
signwriting,. 

 

Hakuna Matata—Terry Waldron  

(see colour version back cover) 

Having seen that it is your intention to 
open the new access from the Thames at 
Abingdon on 30 August it is our         
intention to be there with the boat (what 
chance do we have of a mooring for the 
night of 29  August??), this may also be 
in your interest as I have not seen many 
boats with Wilts and Berks painted on 

TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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the profile of canals in general and the 
Wilts & Berks canal in particular. We 
need to create events and activities that 
attract the public’s attention.  
 

Events in Bristol Docks 

Ii believe we should attend the regatta, it 
is too big for the canal societies to make 
a large impact on the event and so the 
societies will send their usual stands 
which would get ‘lost’ within the mass of 
material on display. However, the impact 
could be improved by working with other 
canal societies to create a waterways  
corner.  Bristol City Council has        
suggested that we try to create a separate 
waterways festival in May or June. This 
could be a major profile raising event for 
the waterways. 
 

Other Activities 

We need to create a waterway orientated 
programme that will attract the general 
public not just the enthusiasts.  What can 
we do? Would the ‘star’ waterway     
enthusiasts, such as Timothy West, 
Prunella Scales and David Suchet,     
support our profile raising publicity  
campaign. Perhaps they would have an 
evening from the theatre or could they do 
something along the lines of ‘Tales from 
the River (canal) Bank’  
 

There could be lots to do, but we need to 
get out there and get the ball rolling to do 
this we need new members with the time, 
enthusiasm and energy. 

 

History 

The biggest step in the restoration of the 
Wilts & Berks Canal was the formation 

of the Amenity Group by Neil Rumbol in 
1977.  
 

The publication of the ‘Boats to Lacock’ 
document in 1983 also gave a huge boost 
to restoration plans as this was the first 
time that restoration of the Wilts & Berks 
Canal for navigation was mentioned. It 
was the first time that the Wessex      
Waterway Network was named. You can 
thank Richard Porter for that. The       
document resulted in a great surge of 
interest. During the eighties many of the 
W & B branches were formed. The first 
engineering studies were made. In      
particular, the routes around Melksham 
were identified and the height survey 
between the river Avon and the old line 
of the canal just north of Melksham   
carried out. Regular work parties all 
along the canal line were established. 
Good links with the local authorities 
were made. It was interesting to see that 
10 + years later that our friends in the 
local authorities are saying the same 
things as the volunteers were saying way 
back in the eighties. 
 

In the 1990s the Big Dig was held and 
various project officers appointed.  The 
money raised every year is 100 times 
greater than raised in a year in the    
eighties. Various large schemes, flagship 
projects are being developed, and we 
wait for their launch to catapult the    
restoration to new heights. We have    
indeed come a long way since edition 1 
of the Dragonfly. 

 

             John Henn  

                          Bath and Bristol Branch 
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MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-
day of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

I couldn’t let this edition of Dragonfly 
pass without commenting on how well 
the Trust is doing at present. I’m sure we 
will see the  majority of the   canal back 
in water over the next 10-12 years. 

I attended a cold and damp meeting in 
1977 to form what would become the 
current Trust. That in itself was       
something we could only imagine. 

It is worth mentioning that the original 
idea was to preserve the line of the     
canal—we had no idea at all that we 
could restore the route to water. How 
times have changed 

Congratulations Richard on the 100th 
edition. Thanks too  to your predecessors 
as editor who have always worked to 
produce an interesting and positive read. 
Here’s to the next one hundred editions 

         Malcolm Childs Chippenham 

I never thought I would 
see it 

Calling all Engineers 

Our Engineering Committee would be 
very pleased to hear from any engineers 
who would like to join the committee and 
help with its work. 

This would suit chartered engineers (or 
those approaching their chartered status). 
We would be interested to hear from you 
regardless of your particular area of    
expertise. 

Alternatively, the engineering team 
would be interested in any surveyors who 
may be interested in working with them 
on the their tasks. 

If you are interested in joining the team 
please contact the Trust Administrator at 
the office on 0845 226 8567 

 

                                   Richard Bellamy 

                                   Editor 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ______________________________________________  
Address ______________________________________________  

______________________________________________  
Postcode _______________ Telephone ____________________  

Description Size Qty Price 
Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 
W&BCT Clothing – blue with 

yellow logo, sizes available:  
M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshir

t   9.95 2.00  

Childrens  Polo  Shirt  3/4 5/6 7/8 9/10   6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge  1·95 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm dia.  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm dia.  0·50 SAE · 
Restoring the Wessex Waterways 

through Wiltshire and Oxfordshire  1·00 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · 

W&BCT 
rectangular 
car stickers 
29.5cm × 7cm 

Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (the definitive history of the canal)  8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal)  12·99 1·50 · 

Total goods & postage ·  Postage rates are per item and apply to UK 
addresses only.  Please enquire about postage 
overseas or if you would like to arrange to 
collect your order.  

   
Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
75 Dunnington Road 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7EL 
Or  e-mail Heather.Young@wbct.org.ukHeather.Young@wbct.org.uk 
 

Cheques payable to W&BCT please 
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596 

Nov 2005 Price List 

 



38 

the thousands of children who have   
travelled on her, one is sure that our  
message of restoration is unconsciously 
and happily carried to the younger     
generation.  Hopefully, many of them 
will support us in years to come. 
 

A new partnership finally came to      
fruition in 2001.  With other measures in 
place, the Group finally achieved the 
goal of transformation into a canal trust. 
Trusts widen existing vistas, while   
opening more.  The PO wrote later that   
Trust members must ‘think big, plan 
long…consider your resources carefully, 
and set realistic targets.’  He predicted a 
future in which ‘we will be going very 
public.’  In 2006, that has come true. 
Slowly we are working towards a closer 
liaison with the K&A and the CCT 
Trusts.  Now we are twinned with a 
French canal, our grant-seeking is   
reaching out to the EU.  But to me, the 
biggest step forward is the goal set for 
2014, when we hope to have work in the 
four linkage areas finished, and more of 
the W&B will be part of the two main 
canal loops in southern England. 
 

As a local historian, I was happy when 
the Group, well aware of the need to seek 
out and preserve historical records and 
photographs of the Canal, appointed an 
archivist.  Sadly, we have now lost the 
chance of getting oral histories of the 
people connected with the canal to the 
early 20th century.  Perhaps, on a        
provided form, we could persuade      
present members to record their             
reminiscences for us?  And ask members 
to look out others with canal memories 
from whom an oral history could be   
obtained? 

From the very beginning, thanks to its 
editors,  Dragonfly has held high       
standards of writing, editing and layout.  
Over the years the magazine has become 
in itself the document of the Trust’s 
growth and the on-going restoration of 
the W&B. The need for a Trust history is 
often brought up.  Writing this article 
made me aware of how much work is 
going to be involved in producing such a 
history, and if no-one volunteers, serious 
thought should be given to finding a  
professional writer.  Which means 
money and the seeking of yet another 
grant.   
 

The changes that brought Wilts and 
Berks Canal Amenity Group to the Wilts 
and Berks Canal Trust, in the past thirty 
years, have transformed a small          
organisation to a big business seeking 
multi-million grants.  Despite living 
3,000 miles away from the canal,  I have 
always felt a part of the activities towards 
its restoration.  That personal link, I    
believe, extends to all members of the 
Trust, and will continue, thanks to the 
foundations created on that October day 
in 1977. 
 

Avice’s forthcoming book, Forgotten 
Labour, concerns the Wiltshire           
agricultural worker from Pre-historic 
times to 1950, and will be published by 
Hobnail Press next Autumn.  She has 
also written Cocklebury - A farming area 
and its people in the Vale of Wiltshire, 
and Forgotten Harvest – The Story of 
Cheesemaking in Wiltshire. 

 

[From a longer piece available on the  
Trust website— Editor] 
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It does seem a long time ago since I 
wrote the last report, but the branch has 
not been without its activity’s. The   
Melksham Christmas fair was attended 
with still a keen interest being shown 
from the people of Melksham about the 
canal and its return.  

(Double Bridge— Branch Photograph) 

The work parties went well with mulled 
wine to cheer up the workers, my thanks 
must again go to Doug and Colin for all 
the extra hours put in at Pewsham as 
banks men for the digger that has been 
on sight clearing the canal ready for   
rewatering, I think Doug said something 
like fifty one hours he had booked for the 
January count. We had our usual late 
Christmas dinner at the beginning of 
February with a record number attending. 
It did get a bit silly with butter pats and 
cracker debris floating about the room on 
helium filled balloons, and even father 
Christmas was wearing a bit thin with his 
singing by the end of the evening but its 
only Christmas twice a year for the 
M.C.C.  I expect the our forth quiz night 
will be over by the time this is put to 
press but preparation still goes on.      
Another person I must mention is Peter 

Williams’ organization of the           
Chippenham to Lacock walk on Sunday 
23rd April, this could also be an historic 
event with the first boat on the water at 
Pewsham going under double bridge (or 
nearly) so cameras should be at the ready 
if Peters plans comes to fruition then 

Emily could be joined by 
others on the water. So please 
do come even to meet for a 
drink at the pub. Then on the 
following weekend Sunday 
29th April we are again in 
Melksham for their spring 
festival doing boat trips, 
there will also be a display 
stand on the bank. 

This brings us to our own 
event at Lower Foxhangers 
on Sunday 14th May - this is 
a bring your own B.B.Q. this 

means you bring your own food we will 
supply the BBQ and bar. Maybe a few 
games, a chance to catch up on our patch 
of the canal, or just to meet and chat. 

The M.C.C. web site -  I must say sorry 
for all those that have been trying to  
contact us but we hope to be up and   
running again shortly with a new web 
page running from the main web page. 

And lastly the 100 club - we are half way 
with selling the tickets so don’t be shy at 
chances of 100 to 1, why not buy 2    
tickets and cut the chance to 50 to 1   
better odds then the lottery and take away 
the worry of your boat license. 

 

Dave Newby 

Chairman of MCC Branch 
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The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

Some months ago, when I was still     
attending Publicity Committee, Richard 
mentioned to us that Dragonfly number 
100 was a few months away.   

We decided to treat it as a milestone – it 
is an opportunity to reflect on how far the   
project has come.  Thus, a very good 
opportunity for me to think back, and 
share some thoughts about how far things 
have come since I joined the Trust about 
fifteen years ago. 
 

One of my earliest recollections of  
working parties on the upper lock at   
Foxham was the need to raise the      
scaffolding.  A new volunteer had      
arrived, Alan, from Bristol.  He was a 
professional in this trade, and has stayed 
with the project through the years –    
specifically he is the relevant mentor for 
this aspect mentioned in our WPO Pack. 

 

 

  

(Foxham top lock 1990—Neil Hicks) 
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officers and its Council, adding to sums 
raised by energetic fund-raising and  
publicity committees.  The determination 
evidenced from the founding meeting 
continued, ever-growing, no question of 
going back, and the attitude of  ‘there are 
no problems, only solutions,’ kept      
enthusiasm at an impressive level. 
 

From Dragonfly reports I was then, and 
still am, impressed by the wide range of 
abilities ever-present in the work parties’ 
scrub-bashers, their resourcefulness,  
energy, and always optimistic outlook; 
not to mention their ability to have such a 
good time while beavering away in their 
canal sections. 
 

 The growing membership, over 250 by 
1987, meant more volunteers, and 
enlargement of the work parties all along 
the canal. More women enlisted to help 
in various capacities, to speed activities 
in various ways. It should be noted how 
much wife-and-husband teams working 
together, contributed to long-term goals.  
In 1993, the appointment of a Projects 
Officer materialized, to prove an        
essential addition to the work force.  
Funded by the IWA, the appointment 
allowed more concentration on the most 
important aspects of furthering the canal 
restoration, while, at the same time,  
problems needing immediate attention 
could be dealt with, hence lightening 
pressure on council members and       
officers.   
 

The Group’s second decade saw the  
publication of the first feasibility study 
covering the whole canal, a little slow in 
production, but much welcomed.  Later, 

the study raised  questions.  Was it     
considered strong enough to convince 
government bodies, members, and the 
general public that the Group’s goals to a 
restored W&B were achievable?  Was 
the Group, as it existed, able to achieve 
the aims set out in the study?  It certainly 
clearly showed the future need for more 
professional help, especially in the area 
of engineering, draughtsmanship and 
legal matters.  It was well into the third 
decade before these questions were 
sorted out. 
 

By 1994 we had 500 members. More 
members meant more participation, and 
Dragonfly began to reflect this. The  
number of letters to the editor increased, 
some reflecting the emergence of a    
certain amount of controversy regarding 
the Group’s goals.  When will we       
produce a convincing feasibility study?  
Should it cover restoration of the whole 
canal or just certain sections at first?  
Should we divert round the towns instead 
of going through them?  Basic questions 
indeed.  I had always felt, and still do, 
that we should go through the towns, as 
canals and other water forms are always 
an asset and a draw, particularly in urban 
areas.  To me, the controversies proved 
informative, exciting and challenging, as 
it surely did to other members. 
 

During the past ten years, Dragonfly  
reports on the expansion and activities of 
the publicity and fund-raising            
committees have been a dominant      
feature.  The invariably successful results 
have made members more aware of how 
much work goes into the organization of 
each event.  On reading the travels and 
adventures of our boat Damselfly, and 
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Although a resident of the USA for many 
years, I have been a member of the W&B 
Canal Trust since its inauguration as the 
W&BCAG.  I attended the 1977              
founding meeting and, as all 60 of us 
tramped out to face the cold and rain, we 
were cheerful and dedicated, assured that 
we would, by hook or by crook, get the 
canal in shape again. To get a fresh    
perceptive on the past years of activities 
towards that goal, I went through the past 
issues of Dragonfly, and emerged from 
#99 concluding that that dedication has 
never faltered, even when times were 
rough. 
 

The first eighteen years of my life were 
spent in Chippenham, so I am a true 
moonraker.  Little evidence of the W&B 
remained in the town in the 1930s, but 
one could still trace the route of the 
branch from Pewsham to the Wharf. As a 
farm-worker during WWII, I rode cart-
horses needing shoeing, through the town 
to the Wharf.  My grandmother had 
grown up nearby.  My father told me of 
skating to Swindon on the canal around 
1903, a feat I found immensely          
impressive, even though he did the return 
journey by train.  So the W&B was part 
of my childhood, and later, I was to   
receive my first romantic kiss by its 
banks!   
 

Looking back since 1977, the progress of 
our Group falls neatly into three separate 
decades.  But so much is happening so 
quickly at present, that the years 2005-
2007 will possibly be nominated as  
‘years of special achievement.’  Many 

vital things had to 
begin immediately, 
just to name a few:  
contacting and       
interviewing        
landowners, initiating 
work parties into 
clearance and        
remedial work on the 
canal, getting into touch with local     
political bodies, spreading the word to 
attract more members (with the hope that 
some would take on other roles).  In   
addition, it  was vital that a restoration 
feasibility study of the whole canal be 
created.  It was also important to find 
other sources of money, besides that 
coming from the membership and a few 
district councils.  The officers often   
exhausted themselves, and sadly, one or 
two burnt out.  But stalwarts remained, 
and, in the long run, this meant great   
stability for and within the Group.  So 
prevailing, they continued to give up 
much or all of their spare time trying to 
fulfill both short- and long-term goals.    
During this first decade, as the officers 
struggled to set goals in place, I suspect 
that behind the scenes, unrecorded, many 
consultations took place and much advice 
was sought. 
 

Luckily, during this first ten-year period, 
official and public attitudes to canal   
restoration swung, from the impossible 
and unfeasible, to the doable.  Some  
major goals clarified, and amounts of 
money needed began to be thought of in 
many thousands of pounds.  Meanwhile 
smaller grants were sought and received, 
thanks to hard work by the Group’s    

Our own Letter from America 

Avice Wilson 
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Although Alan has remained on the team, 
the scaffolding materials have changed – 
a truck of very shiny, brand new         
scaffolding arrived last Saturday, and is 
now neatly stacked ready to be fitted into 
lock 4.  When I was young we could only 
have dreamed…..!   
 

I’ve been through my album to find some 
photographs of the structures we’ve 
worked on. If Richard can fit them in, 
there are photos of Foxham Upper Lock 
under construction and completed; and 
photos of where the bascule bridge was 
to be built, and the finished item as it 
appears now.  When I joined what was 
then the Wilts & Berks Canal Amenity 
Group, there were hopes that eventually 
we’d find property developers who 
would include restoration of sections of  

(Early progress on lock 3 Seven 
Locks—Luke Walker) 

 

canal in their plans.  Before many years 
had passed, Rachael, from within our 
ranks, was one of those property        

developers.  Even now, the restoration of 
the cottages at Dauntsey remains the only 
development that exists on our canal, 
though many more have been talked 
about, and some may yet come to       
fruition. 

 

Back then, we hoped that the future 
would bring more modern machinery.  In 
the background of the photo of lock 3 is 
Rachael’s digger, which has done      
sterling work at Dauntsey, Foxham and 
Seven Locks.  When we worked on the 
old lift bridge at Elm Farm, the         
bricklaying was led by John Parke, who 
has qualifications in bricklaying.  He 
knew how to achieve the curves and 
slopes, and how to lay the reclaimed 
bricks. Years later, we were asked by the 
landowner to restore a very similar 

bridge, which we 
named the Elephant 
Lift Bridge.  This time 
we didn’t have John to 
help us, but we man-
aged to achieve the 
curves and slopes, and 
went one stage further 
in actually  doing the 
carpentry ourselves for 
the    timber deck. 

 

There’s still much 
more to do – several 
more lock chambers to 
restore, and bridges 

and culverts which we hope to do in the    
future.  What we’ve achieved so far, and 
what we’ve learned about planning and 
preparing, will, I’m sure, help to carry us 
forward for another few years at least. 
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Despite the cold weather I don’t think we 
have missed a work party since the last 
Dragonfly.  Cutting back hedges and  
excess vegetation gives us the chance to 
burn up the rubbish on one of our super 
bonfires.  We always seem to have     
volunteers for bonfire duty for some   
reason!  We have been continuing our 
maintenance work through the winter but 
still have a lot to do to improve parts of 
the towpath. 

When we are able to proceed with our 
spillway project it will be necessary to 
block the towpath access path for a 
while.  To enable walkers to be able to 
get on to the towpath we have been    
constructing a minor temporary diversion 

to the access path.  This will provide  
access from the opposite side of the   
canal.  Unfortunately this will mean 
crossing the ‘dry’ canal bed.  ‘Dry’ 
meaning not full of water but with a foot 
or so of mud in the bed 

The solution has been to bring our trusty 
‘mobile’ bridge out of mothballs and 
install it across the canal.  The bridge 
deck has been used in several places in 
Wootton Bassett over the years,       
crossing narrow bridge holes or the lock.  
It is over fifteen feet long and extremely 
heavy.  The ‘mobility’ bit means      
dragging it along with a dumper or 
throwing it in the canal and towing it to 
its’ next destination.  In this case it was a  

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

Working parties for the spring and summer will mostly be at Seven Locks; doing the 
finishing touches to lock 3, and preparing lock 4. We will also be going to Foxham 
to do some maintenance work there.  Contact Luke on his mobile for more details. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH        Tel: 01793 849970 

Secretary:     Justine Hanley                       justine.hanley@wbct.org.ukjustine.hanley@wbct.org.uk      
                 Gordon Wheeler                  19 Kingsley Ave Wootton Bassett 

Luke Walker 

Foxham & Lyneham 

 

[Further information about the               
construction of     Foxham upper lock 

can be found at the Trust website 
(www.wbct.org.uk). In addition,       www.wbct.org.uk). In addition,       
photographs of achievements to date 
have been included in the colour 
pages—Ed] 
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the Dragonfly still flies to represent us.     

(Ock Bridge—Pete Boyce) 

I note our subscription rates were set at 
£2 per year in 1977, which could have 
bought about eight pints of beer. Now 
we can join the Trust for the price of 
four pints – well, I think that's excellent 
value!  

(Marden House, Calne—Pete Boyce) 

Our first work sites – Kingshill section, 
Shrivenham Arch Bridge clearance, 
Dauntsey Lock to Seven Locks  

towpath, Chavey Well Bridge in Calne, 
have grown into major successes for 
the Group and the Trust. In  those days 

we had a varying amount of support, and 
sometimes four of us would turn up to 
shift the endless pile of cattle bones 
from under Shrivenham Bridge, but at 
another time, a hundred turned out at 
Kingshill to dig out silt with spades. 
Our testimonials at the Wootton    
Bassett public enquiry were crucial in 
securing that section for the future 
success it has become. Groundwork in 
the seventies had laid foundations for 
the rebuilding projects of the         

following decades. 
 

We called ourselves an Amenity Group – 
we probably coined the phrase – and did 
not mention "Restoration" in    company 
with Borough Councillors or Landowners, 
but it was always there in the back of our 
minds.  

Volunteers come and go, families 
and work and the development of 
careers and lives may change our 
ability to spend spare time           
campaigning, writing or digging, but 
the Cause is stronger than the Man, 
as you can see by the strength of the 
Trust and the Partnership now in 
being. The very best wishes for the 
future, and let's see what the next 

thirty years will bring. 

 

 Pete Boyce 

 First Dragonfly Editor  
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The view from Dragonfly 1 
Congratulations on reaching this       
milestone, 29 years on from issue 1.  
Simple maths tells us we should have  

reached 100 after 25 years, at four      
editions a year, but I must admit some 
editions were missed in the early days.  
Issue 1 was put together after Neil   
Rumbol called the inaugural meeting in 
Swindon on October 8th 1977. It had 
eight pages and a circulation of about 50. 
Issue 99 has 44 pages and a circulation 
of around 2000, I guess. I handed over   
editorship to Richard Porter in the 
early eighties, and looked after the 
archives for a while. 
 

Issue 1 was typed on a Remington    
typewriter, with titles and decorations 
laid out with Letraset. It had a map of 
the canal on the front cover, and was 
named 'Dragon Fly'. This is a double 
entendre – named after Henry Rudolph 
de Salis's steam launch, Dragon Fly III, 
one of the few, if not the only, powered 
vessel to navigate the Wilts and Berks, 
during his survey of the waterways for 
his famous book, Bradshaw's Canals and 
Navigable Rivers of 1904. There is a set 
of  photographs of the launch, in steam,  
including a picture of her maiden voyage 
at Abingdon in the summer of 1895, and 
another of her in Ardington top lock. The 
other meaning of the name is to          
emphasise the natural environment of the 
canal, and how it can bring wildlife and 
the countryside into our lives. 

Illustrations for the first issues of the 
journal were hand drawn in black ink by 
myself, based on my slides of  the extant 
canal structures. Milton Road Bridge 
with the Swindon Central Club was an 
early one, and Cambria Bridge, Skew 
Bridge, the Ock Bridge in Abingdon, 
Shrivenham Arch Bridge, all featured. I 
have found some original artworks and 
some are shown here.  

(Central Club Swindon—Pete Boyce) 

The logo was based on the lettering on 
the River Ock Bridge, cast in Bristol by 
Acramans, and presumably carried the 
length of the canal before being erected 
to improve access to the company wharf 
in 1824. The central third of the arch 
contained the words "WILTS AND 
BERKS CANAL" between the rivets, 
and it was easy to replicate this with 
Letraset and add "AMENITY GROUP" 
below it. It gives me great pleasure to 
know how long it lasted as our logo, and 
that the new Trust logo still has the canal 
name between two of those rivets, and 
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The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 

.  ( Temporary Bridge—John Bower) 

question of dragging it down the towpath 
with the dumper.   

We built two concrete block piers a   
couple of feet high in the canal bed and 
manhandled the bridge deck onto these.  
This was part one of the exercise as the 
bridge deck is fifteen feet long and the 
canal is over thirty three feet wide at that 
point.  Some time previously we had  
salvaged some large timbers from a local 
barn which had been burned down by 
vandals.  We were able to utilise these 
timbers to extend both ends of the bridge 
to the top of the banks.  Unfortunately we 

then had to purchase a 
considerable amount of 
timber and nuts and 
bolts to install a      
substantial handrail 
along the bridge.   

Our next task will be to 
scrape off the several 
inches of soil from the 
towpath to reveal the 
stoned surface.  We 
will then have to install 
a fresh layer of      
hardcore to ensure a 

good surface to allow us to run the 
dumper to the spillway site.   

So it looks like busy times ahead and we 
will welcome anyone who would like to 
come along to help, even if it’s for just a 
short time.  No special skills are required 
as most of us learn as we go along.  Our 
work parties are held every Wednesday 
though we could start a weekend work 
party if there are sufficient numbers.  
Please contact me if you are interested or 
would like more information.       
 
John Bower  
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Following the grant of £4250 from 
”Awards for all” the coping stones were 
ordered and delivered to the River Key 
Site late 2005. That’s when “Murphy’s 

Law” kicked in. We then had a very cold 
spell for several weeks preventing us 

(Coping stones being placed in        
position—Dave Warren) 

from setting the stones onto the towpath 
wall. (Quarried stones are very soft and 
need to harden off without wet and frosty 

conditions). Although the stones were 
covered up during this period one of the 
26 stones was cracked in half. The 
weather then improved and we then     
prepared to fit the stones. This mainly 
consisted of drilling each stone, using a 

template so as to “pin” each stone 
to it’s neighbour for security   
reasons. This using 8mm twisted 
stainless bars. 

 

The stones were lifted into      
place using a Digger, we   making 
sure we kept our “pinky’s” well 
out of the way. This was        
completed in one day due to the 
exact fit of the stones to the wall 
requiring no  cutting.  This was 
achieved by use of a template and 

measurements taken and  re-taken for the 
size and shape of the stones by Ron, 
Steve and Mike. On a 56 foot long wall 
with a curve, that was not easy. 

CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Dave Warren                             01249 819640 

Secretary:  Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG       01793 750335 

Wootton Bassett Branch Annual General Meeting 

 
The Wootton Bassett Branch of the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust will hold its      

Annual General Meeting on Monday 8th May 2006 

 

This will be held at the Cross Keys public house, High Street, Wootton Bassett 
starting at 8pm  

 

All members are welcome to attend. 
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ready to help. For the many passengers 
we hope to welcome aboard, nothing is 
required except to turn up. (But it is 
wiser to phone just to confirm the boat 
is running on the day). Concerning 
boatmen, we have a few offers but 
more would be welcome so each is 
needed less often. Training is provided 
with onboard instruction and all safety 
regulations observed. 

Why not make this a Sunday afternoon 
outing for the family. All ages will 
enjoy it. We look forward to seeing 
you this summer 

To check availability on the day phone 
Oliver Gardiner on 07785 775993. 
Prospective boatmen contact Toni 
Lawson Hall on 01672 841414 

 

 Toni Lawson Hall 

 

Thank you all for the speedy and    
generous offer of old Dragonfly  
magazines  needed to complete the 
office archive. This is now complete 
and more information regarding this 
will follow in the next Dragonfly. 
 

  Ann 

  Trust Administrator 

Thank You 
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Pioneer—The Trust Trip boat at Swindon 
As the tempo increases for prospective 
funding, development and reconstruction 
on the Wilts & Berks there is one little 
area where peace reigns. In Swindon, 
between Bevan’s bridge, Mill Lane, 
Westleaze and Sunnyside avenue,    
Kingshill there is a section of canal in 
water. The towpath, regularly used by 
dog walkers, joggers and cyclists is in 
good order. On summer Sunday         
afternoons, however, there is an         
additional benefit. The Trust boat       
Pioneer splendidly restored by Stan   
Pizeleski, is taken out of wraps by two 
faithful boatmen, batteries and electric 
motor are installed 
and the boat is 
taken to the landing 
stage just by 
Beven’s bridge. 
Here passengers are 
awaited. Pioneer 
can carry up to 
seven people     
including the boat-
men—maybe five 
adults and two  
children—all are 
welcome. There is 
no charge, but   
donations are welcome. Then the real joy 
begins. Pioneer glides silently along 
making only a gentle ripple. There is 
wildlife in abundance, nesting in season. 
Coots, mallards, moorhens, voles,     
dragonflies may all be seen and none is 

disturbed by the boats quiet passage. A 
few points of interest are pointed out—
no need for loud speakers—and towards 
Kingshill Pioneer turns and heads back to 
Bevan’s bridge. The whole trip lasts 
about half an hour. 

So what does this achieve except to give 
all passengers and boatmen much    
pleasure? It invites erstwhile boaters to 
have a go; it gives a flavour of boating 
for those who have never known its 
pleasure or a nostalgia trip for those who 
thought their days were over. It helps to 
increase funds and is a splendid advert 
for the Wilts and Berks development. 

(Swindon Trip Boat—Gary Mason) 

Pioneer runs each Sunday afternoon 
1.00pm—5.00pm from May 7th until the 
end of September, weather permitting 
and providing sufficient members are 
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The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL 

Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel 01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  01793 775993 

Trip Boat Rota Co-ordinator       Toni Lawson-Hall                                                         Tel  01672 841414 

The 100th edition of Dragonfly,  What an 
occasion  to introduce myself as      
Swindon’s new Branch Chairman. 
And to be following in the footsteps of 
people like Henry Smith, and Ken 
Oliver, I feel I will have a lot to prove if I 
am to match the work rate of those two 
giants in the Canal Trust. 

So much is happening right now in  

Swindon that I could easily fill half this 
Magazine  with just our branch           
information,  But as space will be at a 
premium in this edition I will restrict 
myself to just three items. 

 

Our January Branch meeting is always 
turned into something special  and this 
year was no exception. 

The finished article—Dave Warren) 

After completion the stones were 
covered in a sacking to prevent 
any further damage from the frost 
and so far this has been very   
successful. The one thing we 
have learnt is to carry out this 
type of work in the beginning of 
the year, after any frosts, so    
allowing any quarry stones to 
“harden off” during the rest of the 
year. 

 Dave Warren 

  WPO Cricklade  
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It usually attracts 70-80 branch members 
each year, So this time we were going for 
the same sort of figures. In order to make 
it as interesting as possible each year we 
try and  do something different so we had 
the following items on the agenda. 

 

Five different speakers each on a chosen 
subject,  A sketch based on Political  
Correctness gone mad, A talk on         
traditional Canal Food followed by    
eating some of this delicious Home 
cooked feast, A film show of Canal Life 
in the 50s,  A Raffle based on Canal   
History,   A couple of games of Irish 
Bingo, Plus the usual question and     
answers discussion with the members 
about the Canal in general. 

 

What we did not expect was the huge 
surge of interest in the canal in Swindon 
so instead of the 80 or so we were      
expecting  124  members and friends 
turned up and we had to do some quick 
seating adjustments plus changes in the 
way we served food in the hall. 

 

I took the greatest delight in apologising 
to everyone about the changes because 
we were the victims of our own success, 
How many organisations could turn out 
124 people on a cold winters night I 
asked. 

 

The success of the meeting was I believe 
down to the fact that 15 different     
members helped set the meeting up and 
run it,   Jan of course was the driving 
force and lead the way,  But you all did 
your part  and I would like to thank each 
one of you for your participation. 

The next morning saw 12 of us out on the 
canal learning to hedge lay. 

This was organised between the Branch 
and the Wiltshire Wild Life Trust who 
supplied the instructor, the tools, and 
most importantly the coffee. 

Not even the heavy rain on the first day 
could dampen our spirits and when at the 
end of the two day course we each     
received our certificates it was like     
getting a medal. 

 

Thank you Mr Martin Gilchrist if you 
read this,  It was great,  I recommend this 
course to every branch. Finally we are 
hoping to put a lot more information 
about Swindon Branch on the Trust Web 
Site so visit it and add it to your         
favourites,   Then click on regularly and 
keep up to date with what’s happening in 
Swindon. 

 

Swindon Branch A.G.M. will be on June 
6th  So come along and have your say. 

 

Swindon will also be hosting the Trusts 
A.G.M. in October this year,  So a busy 
time ahead. 

 

We meet at the Kings in Wood Street 
Old Town at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday 
of each month and would love to see you 
there.  

                Roy Cartwright 
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crime or anti-social behaviour if they can 
be involved in some way – there is     
usually a crime prevention group hosted 
by the Police or Local Authority.  Phone 
is the quickest way of getting in touch 
but contacts often change and that can 
slow things down. If you have a handout 
that you can post or e-mail you can    
provide a note of what your project is 
about – photos and a map are invaluable. 
 

The importance of  the environmental 
benefit cannot be over-emphasised.    
Canal restoration nearly always has a 
positive 'environmental impact' and this 
should be exploited. Funders are very 
keen on this and it goes down well with 
the general population. Have a look at 
your area's Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) which is usually a County Council 
fronted initiative, Contact your local 
naturalist groups for advice on how to 
help contribute to the BAP or put in 
place mitigation measures. County   
Councils, the Environment Agency 
and water utility companies all have   
environmentalists in their employment 
who can also advise you for free. You 
may have to prepare an (expensive)    
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
but this may be avoided by early        
consultation with those affected 
 

‘The community’ is a bit more difficult 
but those living near the proposed site are 
a good starting point. In Abingdon two of 
us spent a (freezing) morning just before 
Christmas with a folder of pictures and 
handouts and stopped passers by on the 
footpaths to canvass their opinions,    
asking for name and address if they    
didn’t mind (evidence for the funder.) 
We heard about the local residents’    

association and made contact a few days 
later. The chairman was very keen and 
helped deliver a revised questionnaire 
with a Wilts & Berks newsletter and 
membership form to all the houses in the 
vicinity with a date on which we would 
collect the forms. We had a 29%        
response rate which would make most 
marketing research companies green with 
envy. When we collected the forms 
(afternoon on a Sunday is best) we     
frequently engaged in conversation with 
residents who often made very useful 
comments or suggestions. 
 

The result? Overwhelming support for 
the canal restoration, lots of wonderful 
quotes “Great idea – pity it wasn’t done 
years ago!”, two volunteers and two new 
members recruited, invitation to give a 
presentation on the canal and loads of 
good will and admiration for volunteer 
our effort. Subsequent surveying parties 
have generated interest and the handouts 
and membership forms have been on 
hand. The earlier consultation can start 
the better, it can take many months,    
especially when dealing with statutory 
organisations, and one survey often 
spawns another. Some organisations, 
especially environmental ones, may   
already have done surveys on what    
endangered species are, or are not,     
present and that can save a lot of money 
(donation always appreciated). There is a 
great satisfaction in being able to answer 
the funder’s question with plenty of good 
evidence rather than the transparently 
untrue “This is under active                
consideration.” for which read “It never 
occurred to us.”. And it might just get 
you the money. 

Martin Buckland, Fundraising Director        
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Fundraising—What’s consultation got to do with it? 
When we have an idea involving canal 
restoration enthusiasm takes over and we 
convince ourselves that our idea is     
brilliant and is the answer to every     
waterways anorak’s prayer. It may well 
be but we need to ask a lot of other    
people what they think too. Why?      
Because funders aren’t going to give 
sums of cash to very small groups of 
people who will benefit. But, perhaps 
what we want to do will be of great   
benefit or interest to other groups who 
have nothing directly to do with canals. 
 

How do we know? Well quite often we 
don’t know who will have an interest or 
would object so we have to ask. A      
project may well need Planning          
Permission and early discussion with the 
local Planning Officer will provide a 
starting template. Officers are usually 
very helpful, interested and may even be 
keen on canals and can provide          
invaluable advice on who has to be    
consulted and who it would be useful to 
talk to. Planning Applications may be 
sent for comment to the Environment 
Agency, English Nature, environmental 
organisations, Highways, Rights of Way, 
Minerals, Archaeology, Transport,    

Conservation and Ecology Officers of the 
Local Authority. It is sensible to talk to 
these people before you put the           
application in. It’s not cheating – if   
problems can be identified at an early 
stage and resolved before formal         
application it makes life easier for      
everyone. Don’t forget Local Authorities 
have performance targets to reach and 
the quicker they can process a ‘clean’ 
application the more brownie points they 
can achieve. 
 

Many grant application forms have a 
question that asks something like “Why 
is this a good idea and what will be the 
benefit and to whom?” This is where 
other groups that may have a view need 
to be discovered and contacted. Canals 
have a benefit for boaters, walkers, dog 
walkers, joggers, education for young 
and old, naturalists, birdwatchers,      
anglers, photographers, artists,            
environmentalists and of course ‘the 
community’. For most of these there is a 
club or society and the local library will 
usually have a list or the Local Authority 
website can oblige. Youth organisations 
are worth pursuing, non-idle youngster 
are a lot less likely to get involved in 

time.  Otherwise, Di kept us well        
supplied with home-cooked cakes and 
hot puddings, and porridge in the    
mornings to put a lining on our stomachs.  
Our two youngsters, Jason and Chris, 
were on their first camp, and they said 
that Di’s food surpassed their expecta-
tions, so we are hoping that that will  
encourage the to come again. 

Despite the weather, everyone worked 
incredibly hard, and we made significant 
progress. 

 

Perhaps other branches of the Trust could 
consider organising similar camps, to 
help move projects forward elsewhere on 
the canal?  If I can help, please call. 

  Rachael Banyard 
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Well things have been pretty quiet here 
in West Vale lately, so what to report on 
for this Special Edition of Dragonfly? I 
scratched my head for a minute and 
thought, well just the Past, Present and 
Future should do, so here goes – in no 
particular order  

The present –  

Several work parties have been held and 
with a visit from WRG all efforts have 
been concentrated at the Canalside Park. 
The adjoining field to the north of the 
Park belongs to the Parish and was   
originally to be used as an addition to the 
cemetery as the existing one was filling 
fast, however with cremations now   
proving more popular the council       
decided that the overflow field would 
probably not be needed for some time. 
Where’s this morbid subject leading us 
you may ask! Well in conjunction with 
the Great Western Community Forest the 
PC decided that the area could by planted 
up with trees and shrubs, paths and seats 
installed then the area could be used for 
quiet reflection and the spreading of 
ashes etc. and for recreation.  Now you 
may well remember that we installed, at 

great expense of the council, a path at the 
edge of this field up past the back of the 
cemetery. It also had a superior fence 
installed by us, and a kissing gate either 
end of the path to prevent horses using it. 
This was all done to provide a new     
access to our Park from an existing    
public footpath, and to prevent people 
walking across the neighbouring field, 
much to the annoyance of the local 
farmer.  The creation of this new area, 
named Coppidthorn Meadow, has meant 
that the fencing adjacent to the gate had 
to be removed, and an additional path 
laid to improve access to the Park. The 
idea is to blend the two areas together as 
one. A long explanation of why one  
kissing gate was left high and dry in the 
middle of nowhere! See our web site for 
old photos of the gate (projects –      
cemetery path)! We decided that the park 
end gate must be moved, easy to move it 
back a few metres to the correct     
boundary and with a short fence either 
side down into the ditch to delineate 
Trust land from Parish land. Easy, did I 
say easy, we put it in so should have 
known! It was put there to stay, progress  

WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.swindoncanals.co.ukwww.swindoncanals.co.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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permanent, it took a gang all day to get it 
out, but out it came, but it will be          
re-positioned another day! 

Whilst this was going on WRG and the 
rest of WV worked on erecting the new 
compound fence, we suffer mild        
vandalism and we hope the fence will act 
as a deterrent. But it is a longer job than 
you think putting up high fencing, still 
we progress, it will be finished soon, we 
have to, it will soon be time to return to 
Steppingstone Bridge, we do have a 
TWO week WRG camp in the summer 
and a lot of prep work is needed. 

 

Talking of the Park  -- 

(Pocket Park—Allan Williams) 

The past –  

Our biggest success here in WV is     
undoubtedly the establishment of the 
Canalside Park – this 4 acre plot  con-
taining 150 yards of the canal, totally 
infilled with domestic rubbish as the   
village tip between the wars came up for 
sale in 1994 and we could see the       
potential. Dig out the canal dispose of the 
infill on site and with a bit of landscaping 

and the provision of paths etc it could 
become a useful ‘Local Amenity’ –what 
the ‘Amenity Group’ was all about at that 
time. Lots of you will remember – we 
purchased the plot! Completely cleaned 
out our funds! The work would have to 
wait, but we had plenty of ideas so 
sketches on fag packets started to appear. 
The Vale White Horse Council got wind 
of our ideas for a ‘Canalside Park’ and 
with no more than a ‘leave it to us’ got 
on with it – design, build and pick up the 
bill, we have always been most grateful, 
and you should see it now all the trees 
and shrubs have matured, go down and 
take a look, wait a while till all the leaves 
are out and perhaps stop a while to     

admire the views, walk the 
network of paths and      
perhaps help us cut the 
grass, there’s quite a lot of 
it! 

 

The Branch have been    
responsible for providing an 
extensive footpath network 
here in Shrivenham,     
However it would be great 
to have extended the actual 
waterway either way from 
the Park, but lack of        

progress on the leases has seriously held 
us back, I must add that there still is   
progress on the lease front with          
negotiations with several landowners still 
progressing, it just seems strange that, 
although all the landowners are keen to 
see the canal restored, progress is       
ridiculously slow, nearly 9 years on one 
of them! 

 

The Future—Not quite crystal ball stuff 
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Wednesday proved even colder (-4     
degrees), and it was impossible to do any 
block laying or bricklaying.  We had two 
youngsters doing their Duke of            
Edinburgh Gold Award on the camp, and 
we kept them warm by mattocking up a 
large stump out of Lock 2, and Di     
managed a bit of hedgelaying, 

 

We had a visit from Ken, the Trust 
Chairman, bearing gifts of mince pies 
and biscuits, which proved very         
welcome, and his visit was much         
appreciated.  It was good to show him the 
progress we were making.  By then Di 
had realised that an important part of 
lunchtime was big flasks of hot soup.  On 
Thursday we got an impressive bonfire 
going, and burnt all the hedgerow brash 
plus a lot of scrub from the offside of 
Lock 4.  That evening, we found that the 
snow attacking the east side of the    
country had decided to attack us also, 
and it started falling thick and fast.  We 
had planned to go into Chippenham to 
see ‘Narnia’, but the Foxham Inn seemed 
far more welcoming, particularly their 
new ale, Festivity. 

 

Friday dawned (if you can call it that) 
with howling gales and lashing rain, 
which was almost worse than the still, 
icy days at the start of the camp.  The 
whole day turned out to be Wet, Wet, 
Wet…  We got some stumps pulled from 
the offside of Lock 4, and burnt, and  
prepared the fence ready for moving it 
out into the field to provide a space for 
piling up the soil from the offside       
preparatory to dismantling the lock wall 
for rebuilding.  We poured the pea grit up 
to level on Lock 3, and did yet more 

backfilling, but by after lunch we’d 
reached a unanimous decision to pack up 
for the day and retire to the warm, dry 
Foxham Reading Rooms.  After a       
satisfying tea of spaghetti bolognese and 
chocolate pudding and chocolate sauce, 
we ended up in Chippenham to see 
‘Narnia’ at last. 
 

That turned out to be the only half day of 
the camp that we had to abandon work, 
and Saturday – at last – was dry, bright, 
and comparatively mild.  We achieved 
several courses of block work laying, and 
infilling with concrete, which was quite a 
relief.  Best of all, Chris, Jason, two 
Alans, Luke, Rob and Ken decided to 
stay on an extra day and work until    
daylight faded on Sunday, New Year’s 
Day.  Our party had finished soon after 
midnight, and we all managed to get up 
comparatively early on the Sunday for 
breakfast.  We had hoped to finish Lock 
3 by the end of 2005, but we were at least 
close to achieving our target, and we 
managed quite a bit of block laying,    
concreting, and bricklaying.  Janet, the 
landowner, has kindly allowed us to store 
the ballast for concrete in her farmyard, 
and when we went down with our 
dumper, we found her very helpful 
nephew, Richard, ready and willing to 
load it using Janet’s big tractor.  He said 
that he had been driving tractors for some 
time, and he’s 14 now! 
 

Di asked me to help her cook breakfast 
as she says that I fry a mean egg, and 
every morning when breakfast was well 
on its way, the smoke alarm would go 
off.  It proved better than any alarm clock 
at getting everyone up at just the right 
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Firstly, can I start with a big thank you to 
all  Trust members who have offered to 
help with this project. To remind you, 
our aim is to build a full size cabin and 
back of boat to show the sort of vessels 
that once used the Wilts and Berks canal. 

 

The main volunteers to date live in the 
vicinity of Newbury. This has been a 
very encouraging response, but brings us 
an immediate challenge and brings this 
appeal for construction space. 

If any members know of  suitable      
covered and secure premises where the 
cabin can be built (preferably close to the 
Newbury area) please let me know on 
01793 523048. 

 

  Jan Flanagan 

  Events Director 

Update on Dragonfly back-cabin project 

We ran a six-day camp at Seven Locks 
over the Christmas to New Year period, 
although the weather dictated what we 
were able to do, we achieved quite a lot. 

 

Boxing Day: While the volunteers were 
still arriving, Ray Aldridge and I did 
some preparation work.  We had the  
Waterway Recovery Group 3-tonne   
digger, and shifted some of the silt we 
had previously dug out of Lock 4 to 
backfill between the concrete blocks and 
the towpath on Lock 3, a little matter of 
recycling!  The camp started officially on 
Tuesday, and it was bitterly cold – 
‘Boss’s weather’ - i.e. you have to work 
hard to keep warm – and we got the team 
shifting the two-man-lift blocks and 
bricks into position ready for raising the 
walls if it warmed up.  Ray carried on 
backfilling on the towpath side, and the 
offside, and after lunch we managed to 
build up another course of block work on 
the offside, and fill the hollows with  

concrete, while Di (the camp cook) 
cleared another section of hedge by Lock 
4 ready for laying.   

(After the hedge laying between lock 3 
and 4 —Editor) 

More progress at Seven Locks 
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Where does the time go to? So here we 
are at Dragonfly 100. It would have been 
really interesting to go through all the 
past issues and look at some of the   
highlights of the past ( not so) few years. 
Perhaps then I could have given an    
accurate analysis of the developments in 
the Vale since the start of the amenity 
group; the changes in our venue,        
including The Volunteer, at Grove – 
which is where I came into the W & 

BCAG , our move to The Plough, West 
Hanney and later to the British Legion. 

 

 Dragonfly editions would have branch 
notes from Peter Scatchard and Ian    
Graham  my predecessors as branch 
Chairman, and covered the birth of      
restoration around Grove and Wantage: 
the work at the Elm Farm section, the 
official opening ( complete with boat 
trips), the Big Dig in 94.      

EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 

but I am convinced that the whole canal 
restoration will happen, just when is the 
question, get these landowners sorted and 
will be rapid, mark my words, why am I 
convinced? Just look at what we have 
achieved, not just the restoration projects 
themselves and the countless volunteers 
that have given their precious time, but 
all the behind the scenes stuff, the      
studies; the Partnership, with all it’s    
influential members, wouldn’t have been 
formed without us; recognition from all 
the big boys, BW, Waterways Trust, 
IWA etc. and now the employment of a 
full time executive officer for the Trust, 
what a list! and why? It’s because of you, 
the members, having faith in the Trust, 
just look at the latest membership list; 

your support is the foundations the Trust 
has built on, thank you all. 

 

Spring has sprung; the sap has ris, let’s 
get on, with Steppingstone Bridge. 

It’s not all digging in the mud, you 
know! 

 

It will happen. 

 

 Alan Norris 

 West Vale Chairman. 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale worksites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

The current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to 
the southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the re-
building of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

Looking back, some of our late members 
names would have come up….Geoff von 
Hoven, Brian Bray, and  Raymond Bird 
who died only recently. 

 

We forget just how many people have 
been involved in getting this restoration 
going and keeping the momentum up. 
Edition 100 is a good opportunity to 
thank all those past and present for their 
hard work and faith in this project. 

 

In the East Vale work has been          
continuing around West Challow/      
Childrey. We have been working on Mr 
Norman Smith’s land to the west of the 
Childrey footpath and it looks very good. 
Work will soon be commencing on the 
length between West Challow road 
bridge and the footpath bridge putting in 

fencing and thereby opening up a       
permissive footpath.  Work continues 
around Childrey New Road…on both 
sides of the road, and our continued 
thanks go to the landowners. Scrub   
bashing has now ceased for the spring 
bird nesting season. 

 

This very evening we had a talk at our 
social meeting given by Sally Wallington 
who is in charge of the Letcombe Brook 
conservation project. This was            
fascinating and gave us much food for 
thought 

 

                     Brian Stovold 
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Forthcoming Events—Can you help? 

I have all the materials necessary for 
children to make Dragonflies. 

Engaging young people in making these 
alongside the Trust stall or displays has 
proven to be very popular. 

If any branch would like to borrow or use 
the equipment at suitable events please 
feel free to give me a ring ! 

 

  Jan Flanagan 

  Events Director 

Wild over Waterways 

Apart from branch representatives at local fêtes and festivals the Trust is committed 
to have its marquee, photo display and sales stall at certain key events. If you can 
offer a few hours to “man” our stall please let me know. I will arrange your free  
entry to the event. Volunteers are needed for the following: 

27-29 May IWA National Campaign Rally at Brookwood (west of Woking) 
  on the Basingstoke canal 

1-2 July  Saul Canal & Folk festival (Cotswold Canal Trust) on  
  Gloucester—Sharpness Canal/ Stroudwater navigation 

20 –22 July North Wilts Festival, Monkton Park, Chippenham 

28-30 July Bristol Harbour Regatta 

26-28 August IWA National Festival Beale Park (River Thames near Reading) 

 

If you are able to assist please contact me on 01793 523048 

      Jan Flanagan 

Trust Message Boards 

All members and readers are invited to 
read, join and contribute to the current 
discussions taking place within the 
Trust. 

The website has active message boards 
which can be used by all branches,    
including room for work party           
information, hot topics and general en-
quiries. 

All you need to do to post messages is 
register as a user. It costs nothing and 
can be accessed via the main Trust   
website at: 

www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 
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A number of members have been 
asking about the progress at the 
new Thames Junction at            
Abingdon. (IWA Diamond Jubilee 
Grant). 

The updates are moving so quickly 
that I will be out of date by the 
time you read this, so instead I 
have included two photographs 
from a recent branch work party 
showing the efforts made by East 
Vale members to get ready for 
movement as and when we can 
start. 

(Clearing the area around the new 
junction—Branch photo) 

 

 

(Clearing the “inland” route) 
 

As can be seen, the proposed route 
is receiving preparatory attention. 
We are sure the branch would  
appreciate any  

assistance given the fairly tight 
timescales being undertaken. 

A longer report, additional       
photographs and regular updates 
can be found at the Trust website 
www.wbct.org.uk  Just follow the www.wbct.org.uk  Just follow the 
links to East Vale Branch and look 
under Abingdon. 

 

  Richard Bellamy 

New Thames Junction at Abingdon 

 

 If you or your employers would like to sponsor (or part sponsor) Dragonfly or 
wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editor for further details.  

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Congratulations to Dragonfly and its  
editor, Richard, on its 100th issue!  

The first issues were nothing more than a 
few bits of paper advocating the work 
and aspirations of a few, possibly       
eccentric, enthusiasts. We’ve certainly 
come a long way since those days in all 
respects; the magazine and the number of 
(possibly eccentric) enthusiasts. And the 
achievements to date have been          
phenomenal, but I’m sure there will be 
references to some of those in other parts 
of the magazine.  

 

For myself, I have been using my spare 
time since retiring as editor wisely, well 
some of it anyway. I have revamped my 
kitchen and bathroom (not quite finished 
of course! no deadlines), redecorated the 
sitting room and am now half-way 
through the bedroom. 

I have also got around to sorting out the 
acres of paper work that has accumulated 
over my years as editor, in the vain hope 

that I will be able to fob it off on our  
archivist, Doug Small, and dispose of the 
large filing cabinet that he very kindly 
found for me. Do you want it back, 
Doug?  

In actual fact it makes for some very  
interesting reading.  It’s a mixture of  
paper cuttings, letters  and other little 
snippets of W&B related correspondence 
sent to me, mostly by Trust members, 
over the years and the majority of which 
I had used in some way or another in 
Dragonfly. This just goes to prove that, 
although the majority of the work and 
organisation is done by relatively few 
people, the support of the whole      
membership is what keeps the Trust on 
track. So thanks for your support and 
keep sending in your letters and cuttings. 
Oh and photographs. 

 

Tim Preece 

Dragonfly Editor No: 63 – 95 (Spring 
1997 – Winter 2004) 

Thoughts from a previous editor 

Minutes Secretary — Can you help? 
The Trust's Council of Management needs a secretary to take minutes of our     
meetings, which are held every two months, usually on a Tuesday evening, starting 
at 7.30pm and finishing no later than 10.30pm.  We meet at the Civic Centre in 
Wootton Bassett. 

  

The role includes only taking the minutes, and sending them to the Trust Office in 
electronic form.  They will then be converted to a pdf file, and distributed by e-mail 
or snail mail.  It is not necessary to be, or to become, a Director of the Trust. 

  

We can probably help with lifts to and from the meetings. For further details please 
contact George Eycott or Luke Walker. 
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