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IWA narrow boat Jubilee tackling the narrow pedestrian 
zone on its visit to Swindon—Richard Bellamy 

  

THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF THE 

WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST 

NO. 101 SUMMER 2006 



2 

Preparation for the Jubilee Junction 

Elm Farm Lift Bridge—L Walker Double bridge Pewsham —Branch photo 

Above: East Vale  
members dealing with 
some heavy plants 
when clearing the new      
towpath.  

(Photo: Martin       
Buckland) 

Left:  The colour      
version clearly shows 
the topsoil removed in 
preparation for the new 
junction 

(Photo: “Taz” WRG) 
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7 Locks: Progress on lock 3 since Oct 2005 
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Trust Officials 
 
Chairman (acting)   
 Alan Norris  Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL * 01793 783024 
Vice Chairman  Alan Norris (details above) 
General Secretary vacant 
Treasurer, Company Secretary  Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG * 01793 771548 
IWA Representative  Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge  KT13 8DH * 01932 855899 
 
Chief Executive  Ken Oliver, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU * 0845 226 8567 
Administrator   Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU * 0845 226 8567 
 
Projects Director – Central  Ken Oliver (details above)  
Projects Director – East  Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP * 01235 204115 
Projects Director – North  Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick  CV34 6NE * 01926 311295 
Projects Director – West  Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde, Devizes  SN10 1SS * 01380 828254 
Work Parties Director  
 Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB * 01249 892289 
Engineering Director – Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon  SN3 1HP   01793 534404 
Wildlife & Environment Team Director 
 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheridan Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon  SN4 8JJ * 01793 850310 
Plant Officer, WRG rep. George Eycott, 36 Grange Court, Boundary Road, Newbury  RG14 7PH * 01635 569449 
Director  Peter Smith, 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, Swindon  SN4  7EL * 01793 636597 
Brickwork Adviser  Ron Robertson, 43 Moredon Park, Moredon, Swindon SN2 2LX  07712 723590 
Engineering  Alastair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell Street, Cirencester GL7 2BQ  * 01285 652006 
Health & Safety Adviser  Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, Swindon SN1 2PN  01793 336195 
 
Landowner Liaison Director  Jenny Stratton (details above) 
Liaison, Swindon Branch  Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator above) 
Oxfordshire CC and Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 
 Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage, OX12 7DN * 01235 762555 
 
Communications Director  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB * 07973 172202 
Events Director  Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Road, Swindon  SN3 1NN * 01793 523048 
Membership Director 
    Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Avenue, Harold Wood, Romford  RM3  0SJ * 01708 342036 
Archivist  Doug Small, 8 Raymond Road, Maidenhead SL6 6DF * 01628 544666 
Press Officer  Justin Guy, 24 Tower Road, Melksham  SN12 7JG * 01225 709840 
Sales Administrator  Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road, SN4  7EL * 01793 636596 
Website administrator – Richard Bellamy (details above) 
 
Fundraising Director  Martin Buckland (details above) 
Insurance Administrator, Technical Operations  George Eycott (details above) 
ENTRUST Liaison Officer  Ian Skerry, 16 Chapel Hill, Watchfield, Swindon  SN6 8TA * 01793 784197 
Gift Aid Officer  David Chalmers, 40 Greenleaze, Knowle Park, Bristol  BS4 2TL * 0117 972 0423 
 
Council of Management  The names of members are underlined above.   
 
Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address of the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.ukfirstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (‘firstname’ and ‘lastname’ as printed in the listing). 
 
Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership 
Project Officer  Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, Chippenham  SN15  1ER  * 01249 706494 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2006 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Simon Coombs: Roger Crapper 

 

Information Line   TEL: 01628 544666 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: Kingshill restored section, Swindon  

PHOTOGRAPHER: Richard Bellamy 
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A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU  
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DRAGONFLY 102 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid October, 2006 

Please send articles and reports for    
inclusion by  1st September 2006 

E-mail to: Richrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

How quickly three months can pass. For 
the first time (and hopefully the last)  
under my editorship, Dragonfly has run 
late—in fact it ran very late! Firstly, for 
those of you who have been waiting for 
the publication, I apologise for the delay, 
but I hope you’ll think it was worth it. 

In the past three months, which passed as 
a blur, we have welcomed our new 
Chairman and appointed our first Chief 
Executive.  If that wasn’t enough, news 
of a new Patron was confirmed, there 
was a visit from the lottery in relation to 
our partnership bid and the start of work 
at the IWA jubilee junction at Abingdon. 

Top all that off with an unexpected work 
camp at Dauntsey/Seven Locks;       
preparation for the forthcoming AGM; 
the major logistical challenge of getting 
IWA narrowboat Jubilee into Canal 
Walk, Swindon (probably the first      
narrow boat on the site in a century) and 
news of  increasing support from the 
Borough Council for the canal through 
the centre of Swindon. All in all a very 
hectic few weeks. I have tried to include 
as much as possible from these events in 
this edition which accounts for part of the 
reason for delaying going to print. 

It is very easy however to be caught in 
the bustle of the present and not spare 
time to consider how much we are/have 
achieved recently. But as these     

achievements increase, we will need 
more help from existing members.     
Everything from hands on restoration to 
help with fundraising and events. So can 
I make an appeal to you when reading 
this edition, if you feel you could help us 
in any area please contact your branch or 
the office and get involved. I have no 
doubt that you will be made welcome.  

Finally, you may notice the front cover is 
moving around the branches. I would be 
very happy to receive cover photographs 
from your branch—ideally hi resolution 
and in portrait if you have them. Lets 
hope the next three months are as        
exciting and productive as the last three! 

 

                   Richard Bellamy 

                  Dragonfly Editor 
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The membership increase this time has 
been low, despite a good number of new 
members. Please reply to reminders to 
renew subscriptions and do not forget to 
inform Membership Secretary of any 
change of address. Some Dragonflies 
were returned, marked ‘Gone Away’.  
 

Welcome to our 3 members from across 
the globe.  We need only an increase of 
141 members to meet the target of 2006 
by the end of 2006! Would you like to 
send someone a Gift Membership? 

 

  Chris Toms 

  Membership Secretary 

Total Trust               
membership is now  

1865 

(at 31/05/06) 

M e m b e r s h i p  G ro w t h  f r o m  S e p t  2 0 0 5  

177 5

17 91

180 7

18 19

183 0
18 37

186 5

17 2 0

17 4 0

17 6 0

17 8 0

18 0 0

18 2 0

18 4 0

18 6 0

18 8 0
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 54 new members and Friends of the Canal: 

Mr & Mrs K Miller  Chippenham  Mr & Mrs J Parker  Abingdon 

Mr R Saunders  Chelworth, Malmsbury Mr S Blades Bath 

Mr & Mrs J Bond  Stroud  Mr & Mrs R J Mitchell  Latton 

Ms B A Brown  Haydon Wick, Swindon Mr G W Paterson  Newbury 

Mr & Mrs G Murray  Didcot  Mr I Dunbar  Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs G Couzens  Whitley  S & R Lockley  Grove 

Mr D Davies  Perth, Australia   Mr & Mrs Shearsby  Calne 

Mr J Todd  Halifax, Yorkshire   Ms S Gill  Abingdon 

Mr R Davies  Perth, Australia   Mrs S Bond  Chippenham 

Mr G Nunn  Rowde, Devizes   Ms S G V Creek  Cricklade 

Mrs A Coxall  Bowerhill, Melksham   

Mr M Knott  Abingdon 

Prof J A & Mrs Napper  Abingdon    

Mr & Mrs F Nash  London 

Mrs C Jackson  Whitstable, Kent    

Mr J Minett  Tempe, Arizona 

Mr I Cheater  Brinkworth, Chippenham 

Mr E Vawser  Burbage, Marlborough  

Ms R Edwards  Winchester, Hants                           

Ms F Scaddan & Mr J Openshaw  Abingdon 

Mr & Mrs K  Burroughs  Fareham, Hants 

Mrs G E Palmer  Braintree, Essex 

Mr & Mrs A Kelly  Ashtead, Surrey 

Mr J W Byron  Bishops Castle, Shropshire 

Mr D F Machray  Cepen Park North, Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs A Hughes  Poole, Dorset 

Mr M Weston & Ms E Paterson  Tenbury Wells, Worcs  
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In this, the first of my quarterly reports to 
the Membership through Dragonfly, I 
would like to express my delight at being 
asked by the Council of Management to 
Chair the Trust and also to convey to you 
my first impressions, from the Chair, of 
what has been done so far – believe me I 
have been much impressed. Every one of 
you should feel proud at what you have 
achieved to bring the restoration of the 
Wilts & Berks to its present level both on 
the ground and into the political agendas of 
all of the public and other bodies who’s 
support is essential to the realisation of our 
dreams and to the creation of a new leisure 
resource for the 21st century. 
 

For those that don’t know me, I am a  
Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of the 
Chartered Management Institute and I have 
spent most of my career in a ‘watery’    
environment. Beginning at the Port of  
Bristol Authority my main career then  
developed within Navy Works retiring as 
Operations Director Plymouth. In 1994 I 
moved to the Broads Authority to manage a 
Millennium Lottery Project to restore  
navigation and habitat within the famous 
Barton Broad, legend has it that Horatio 
Nelson learned to sail on this Broad beside 
which his aunt had lived. Moving then to 
the Kennet and Avon Canal Partnership 
where I managed the acclaimed £29.24M 
HLF restoration  project which I and the 
team delivered, on time and to budget and 
winning in the process national prizes in 
the fields of engineering and the natural 
environment. Following the royal          
reopening of the K&A, I project managed 

the early work on the Cotswold Canals 
HLF Lottery bid before moving into the 
British Waterways Senior Management 
structure from where I have recently retired 
as Operations Manager South West. I   
retain a passion for canals and the          
restoration of the work carried out by our 
forebears, restoration work which is a   
tribute to those pioneers and without which 
their enterprise would be lost forever. 
 

I look forward to meeting many of you in 
the coming months and encourage all of 
you who are able to move from being   
armchair members, as important as that 
category of membership is in                
demonstrating to the likes of the Lottery 
authorities the level of support out their, to 
taking an active role in this Trust which is 
now moving forward at a fast pace. Active 
volunteers do not just carry out work on the 
track but can assist with fund raising     
activities such as supporting trip boats, 
manning the trust stand at events           
encouraging people to join as new       
members, helping with engineering,      
procurement, publicity, health and safety 
and helping with the inevitable paperwork 
that running an organisation such as our 
entails these days. If you can give some of 
your time in any field of expertise please 
contact any of the officials listed at the 
back of the magazine. 

 

One last thought, keep buying those lottery 
tickets – we might all be winners in      
August! 

                                       John Laverick. 

Chairman’s Report 
John Laverick 
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Phew! We made the cut for the  Lottery 
Visit and all the extra work that entailed, 
and now that’s all over we can now turn 
back to normal business.  For those who 
have not followed the  Lotto Plot our 
combined projects within the Cricklade 
Country Way were selected from about  
1000 schemes to have a  2 day visit    
appraisal, and very rigorous it proved 
too. However, with a huge amount of 
preparation, not to mention an excellent 
70 page Plan, we all feel we did as well 
as could be expected. 
 

Two teams from the Lottery were       
assessing on a host of issues;   
 

  The Needs for the project 

  Options appraisal – how we     
selected schemes 

  Outcomes 

  Management 

  Costings 

  Match funding 

  community participation          
consultation and support, 

  deliverability  

  Sustainability 

  risk  

  Next stage plans 
 

They looked at the assumptions made, 
whether the land is secured or securable, 
however, they were not too concerned 

about land acquisition. 
The challenge was to 
keep all 6 schemes 
together, which they all did by and large, 
with cheerfulness and determination. 
 

To remind new members of our Bid   
projects: they all feature in the Cricklade 
Country Way and improving the Thames 
& Severn route to the Cotswolds Water 
Park, the Wilts & Berks Canal from 
Swindon – Cricklade, Mouldon Hill 
Country park,Forests, landscapes, Ponds, 
Cycle routes, Foot & Towpaths, the 
Swindon Cricklade Steam Railway, a 
Forests Outdoor learning  centre,    
Cricklade combined sports and canalside 
Visitor centre…and much more!  The 
really exciting aspect is that we have  
already managed to secure some £3.2m 
match funding, most of it conditional to 
the Lotto grant…It was a huge effort by 
the team and project partners and we 
cross fingers for the result in August. 
 

In case our readers think we have all 
been struck Lotto dumb, there has been 
much else happening to advance the 
cause. Our Flagship 1 at Abingdon is 
gearing up for grand opening             
celebrations – with luck and a fair wind; 
we shall complete the Jubilee Junction 
works by August in time for the IWA 
Jubilee Thames festival at Beale Park.  
And  Ken, John Laverick and I met with 
senior BW staff last week to progress 
discussions, plans and eventual          
arrangements for the K & A junction at 

Partnership News 
Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    

Berks Canal Partnership writes: 
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Can you Help? - Volunteer Wish List 
 
Can you help the Trust team by offering a bit of time regularly or when needed? 
‘Training is given’ but if you are not sure what is involved, why not phone up for a chat? 
There is plenty to do and you will be joining a great team! 

Job Area Job Description/ 
Expertise/ Input 

Needed 

Time Needed per 
week/ month or 

Year 

Contact 

1 Wootton Bassett 
Dragonfly pack and 
post team 

Approx 1/2 day, 4 
times a year 

Administrator 

2 
Cricklade (Hayes 
Knoll Lock) 

Work Party Organ-
iser     Required  

5-6 days per  month 
approx 

Dave Warren 
07808656580  

3 Trust Company Secretary 
Ave. 1-2 days per 
month. 

Ann O’Donoghue 

4 Trust Minutes Secretary 1-2 days per month Ann O’Donoghue 

Animal Quackers 

Thank you for this humorous picture of ducks 
using the Kingshill slipway as an easy way in 
and out of the canal. Who says they are bird 
brained? 

If you have any shots that made you smile 
along the route I would always be pleased to 
hear from you either for Dragonfly or the 
website. 

  Richard Bellamy 

  Dragonfly Editor 
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Dear Richard, 

 

Letters Spring 2006 refers to the    excel-
lent work achieved so far and hopes that 
Swindon Council will “ensure a place for 
themselves in   waterway history”. 

Will the planning authority ensure that 
the building line of the new buildings, 
which will replace the Ford garage and 
the Police Station in Fleming Way, will 
be sufficiently to the south of the road to 
enable a canal to be put through along-
side the road in the   future when other 
buildings are demolished 

Apart from the section along Fleming 
Way, it appears that the line is still 
“open”. 

  M.A. Lang 

  Wootton Bassett 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

With the new (proposed route)       run-
ning next to the motorway, is there any 
plan to link up with Coate        Water—
what a great Marina that would make! 

 

  Andrew March 

  Walcot 

 

 

 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

Can you please tell me what steps are in 
place to raise funds for the Canal in 
terms of large scale events to raise the 
profile of the organisation. 

I see that other charities undertake a   
variety of events—some of these have far 
less than the 1800 (ish) members we 
have. How do they do it? 

I would really like to see the Trust doing 
something bigger to raise awareness 

 

  Lydia Marshall 

  Oakbourne 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I remember you published a poem about 
the canal some time ago. I wondered if 
you might re-publish it as I have been 
trying to find it without any luck. 

Also, I was at the Old Town festival and 
heard Mary Radcliffe (Queen Victoria) 
read her poem to Brunel. It sounded very  
interesting. Is there any chance of     
printing it here? 

  Ann Kelly 

  Wroughton 

 

[Ann—I will add them to the website if 
we gain permission to reprint them—Ed] 
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Semington, our Flagship 4 scheme. BW 
are keen to assist and it proved a positive 
meeting.  We  now await the report from 
Black & Veitch, which is well under way  
investigating the proposals at Melksham 
and the route and junction to the K &A.  
 

One of the connections in every sense for 
the Lotto project area is of course our 
proposals to re-connect with the Thames 
& Severn near Eysey. We have just  
commissioned Peter Brett Associates to 
report on the feasibility, the                
environmental issues and the flood risk 
that might be there. This report will take 
this junction up to pre-build stage too, so 
we can report that  in our 10 year Plan 
we are well on the way to completing 
these ambitious but very do-able        
projects, that in my view will see us   
reconnected to the waterways network 
within 2-3 years. Sooner of course on the 
Thames – champagne moments all! 
 

And yes, we have every right to celebrate 
all that’s going on. Not only does it    
ensure we hold our light up to the world, 
but also our partners and funders see the 
‘wins’. It’s also a testament to the      
stalwart volunteers, who can meet with 
many frustrating obstacles on the way. 

One such celebration will be at Latton 
basin end of July, where we hope to   
welcome the grand daughters of the last 
Lock Keeper at Latton and a host of 
characters who have been identified with 
this delightful place for many years. The 
present owners, Bob & Jan Mitchell have 
become good friends and always give a 
warm welcome. For me, what’s special 
apart from the location, the historical 
resonance and significance, being the 

junction of the 2 canals – it has been the 
steady, committed, friendly working  
together of many limbs of both canals 
and landowner. The splendid two new 
signs reflect this spirit and many walkers 
have commented along the way through. 
It is a lovely walk up there. 
 

Another really pretty walk is of course 
along the Reybridge (near Lacock) to 
Pewsham – now very much in water and 
looking glorious, I can recommend this 
stretch along the Towpath & National 
Cycle Route 4, well marked. There was 
the first of the season’s joyful         
celebrations there with the Fundraising 
Walk and boat event in the Spring. 
Emily was delighted to be there and 
welcomed the Chippenham Mayor on 
board. Great success all round, lots of 
walkers and lots of money!  The    
prospect of seeing Double Bridge      
re-opened soon whets the appetite. 
 

In terms of managing and delivering the 
project, which at times seems multi-
tentacled(!), let me re-assure members 
that I believe we now have a very strong 
team in place: with recent appointments 
Fleur de Rhe Philippe as Partnership 
Chairman and John Laverick as Trust 
Chairman, we have very experienced and 
knowledgeable people who have been 
there and done that. I have enjoyed our 
early sessions and they have quickly  
engaged with the key issues. 

 

Enjoy the summer, and as many will 
now have noticed, the ever increasing 
places and signage along the canal that 
the public can all reach and enjoy. 
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First to say it has been an exciting time in 
this new post and I am hoping to make a 
real difference to the project. 

You will read elsewhere about our new 
Patron. I can only add that we are really 
honoured to have been chosen from the 
hundreds if not thousands of charitable 
organisations that make such request. We 
look forward to showing Her Royal 
Highness the work and dedication of the 
Trust 
 

I have been asked why we need a Chief 
Executive and how the job relates to 
Chaloner’s post as Project Officer. 

Firstly ,if you read the 1998 Scott Wilson 
Feasibility report, the canal team should 
number about eight by now- we actually 
have the equivalent of 3 full time posts 
including Ann as Trust Administrator 
and Anna Crosbie who works with     
Chaloner. 

The reason Council took up the offer of 
external funding to make the post       
possible was the opportunity to move on 
key issues, particularly relating to      
acquiring the canal line and to moving on 
some of the projects that are waiting for 
permissions leases etc. Chaloner and I 
work closely on a daily basis to ensure 
we are not duplicating effort. 

My work programme is 
published weekly to directors and I    
report to Finance and Admin Committee 

Chairman 

We are delighted that John Laverick has 
agreed to become our new Chairman. 
John has recently taken early retirement 
from British Waterways  where he was 
operation manage for the South West. 
John is an enthusiastic Trust member and 
is already making a significant           
contribution to many projects. I am 
pleased to be able to absorb some of 
Johns knowledge and experience 

Cricklade Country Way Lottery Bid 

The assessors from The Big Lottery   
visited the project on Friday 2nd June and 
Monday 5th June. The visit  involved a  2 
hour tour on the area with the remainder 
of the time spent on closely examining  
many aspects of our plan . 

This  included cost plan needs analysis, 
risk management, next stage plans,    
options appraisal. Governance and    
management, benefits and outcomes, and 
stakeholder management . We believe we 
were the last of the applicants to be    
appraised 

A reminder that we are partners with 
Swindon & Cricklade Steam Railway, 
Great Western Community Forest,  

Chief  Executive’s Report 
Ken Oliver 
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 Ian Fisher 

Swindon 

 

[Ian—I hope to bring you a more       
detailed reply in a later Dragonfly.  
However, I would refer you to Councillor 
Blue’s comments in Swindon Evening          
Advertiser (21st June) in which he     
expressed his wish for the Council to 
support a feasibility study to return the 
canal to Swindon town centre—Ed] 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

Would I be right in thinking you were a 
member of Foxham and Lyneham 
branch? It seems their photographs get 
priority and more coverage than other 
branches? 

      Anon e-mail 

 

[I’m sorry to disappoint you, but I am not 
a member of Foxham branch. I thought 
hard about branch membership when I 
took on the editors role—for the record I 
am nominally a Swindon branch      
member.  The reason that there are more 
photos of the Foxham stretch is simple—
they supply more copy and images than 
other branches. A fact all branches and 
members could change. —Ed]   
 

 

 

 

Dear Richard, 
 

I had to congratulate your organisation 
on the recent display in Canal Walk, 
Swindon—what a pleasure to see the 
IWA narrowboat and your stall.  

This is exactly the kind of publicity that 
is needed. I am not a member but took 
your magazine when offered and found it 
wonderful to think of volunteers working 
away along the length of the canal.  

I wonder how many other people in the 
town would share my admiration and 
join you if you made yourselves a little 
more visible. We hear so much about the 
bad people do in newspapers etc—this is 
the sort of effort that we should all 
praise. 

  D. Williamson 

  Old Town (Swindon) 
 

Dear Richard, 
 

The best of luck with your organisations 
efforts to bring the canal back to      
Swindon. It’s just the sort of character 
this place needs.  I think it’s about time 
the Council listened to the people of the 
town—we should cherish our cultural 
heritage. Much of the town is frankly a 
dump—this could be one step (hopefully 
of many) to improve it 

 

 Alex Maundrell, Swindon  
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Dear Richard, 
 

In response to the letter by 
Terry and Sue Waldron 
(Dragonfly  edition 100),  the 
implication was that "Hakuna 
Matata" was in a livery      
appertaining to the boats once 
operating on the Wilts 
&Berks. To avoid any        
misunderstandings, there is no 
know recorded information on 
colours of boats or how they were    
decorated (or if they were). The livery 
chosen does however closely resemble 
that of "W.H. Cowburn & Cowpar Ltd" 
of Manchester. 
 

  Ken Whapples 
 

Dear Richard, 
 

Could I congratulate you on a great step 
forward with the introduction of colour 
into the front page of Dragonfly. It really 
gave the magazine a lift and the pleasure 
in its reading.  

Also, how thrilling to see a boat in Wilts 
and Berks markings.—I don’t know if 
the colours are historically authentic but 
even if they aren’t what a wonderful  
piece of publicity and a great credit to the 
faith shown by Mr and Mrs  Waldron —  

(“Hakuna Matata” displaying the 
Wilts & Berks name—Terry Waldron) 

 

Well done you ! 

  Marcia Jenner 

  Rowde  
 

Dear Richard, 
 

Please please please please tell me that 
Swindon Borough Council and the New 
Swindon Company are considering the 
canal in their plans to redevelop the town 
centre?   

There seems to be a total lack of water in 
their plan (almost uniquely in   
neighbouring towns) and this opportunity 
comes round once in a lifetime. Surely 
this is the chance to bring some free 
character to the town. 

TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Swindon Borough Council, Sustrans, 
Cricklade Town Council, Cotswold    
Canal Trust and Cotswold Water Park     
Society. The lead partner is North Wilts 
District Council. 

The project is valued at £15.8m and will 
create a green publicly  accessible       
corridor from Swindon to Cricklade and 
the Cotswold Water Park. We have 
approx 70 per cent of the required 
matched funding secured at present with 
the remaining possible sources identified. 

The visit went to plan thanks to a huge 
support from all partners. The assessors 
have now written their report and we will 
be informed in early August if we have 
progressed to stage 2 where we would 
receive development grants to compile a 
business plan. The final assessment 
would then be made in May 2007  

In conjunction with the Cricklade    
Country Way project  we have  a new 
web site 
www.crickladecountryway.org.ukwww.crickladecountryway.org.uk to 
highlight the project and to allow public 
comment. 

Funding applications 

We continue to apply for funds from 
various sources. We were invited to   
apply for the Alcan Prize for               
Sustainability ($1m) We have suggested 
the Wilts & Berks Canal Towpath Walk 
would be the project we would like to 
spend the money on if we were to win . 

We are pleased to be one of the           
recipients of the Swindon Charity Ball. 

The Trust will receive £5000 towards 
improvements at Kingshill and Mouldon 
Hill. Several Trust members attended the 
evening at the Swindon Marriott on May 
13th and enjoyed a very pleasant evening, 
even if our wallets were a bit lighter! 

Publicity and PR 

The narrowboat Jubilee visited in Canal 
Walk ( Wharf Green ) on July 4th. Jubilee 
is on her third countrywide voyage   
campaigning for restoration projects as 
part of the IWA’s Diamond Jubilee.   
Regrettably this visit  will be on a trailer 
this but next time we expect her to arrive 
by canal! 

Swindon Central Route 

Swindon Borough Council’s  new leader 
Cllr Rodrick Bluh  has issued a statement 
expressing a wish to involve the canal 
restoration as part of the town’s          
regeneration  

"The Council is keen to explore           
innovative solutions to regenerating 
Swindon Town Centre. A new canal route 
through the town centre linking historic 
alignments would add great value to the 
public realm, aid regeneration and    
provide a sustainable transport option 
within the urban area. The first step in 
delivering a canal would be to fully and 
robustly assess feasibility and             
affordability; and determine how it could 
best be delivered. The Council have   
already submitted a bid to the 'New 
Growth Point Fund', for a                 
comprehensive feasibility study and are 
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hopeful of success. This will inform the 
Borough's emerging Local Development         
Framework and ensure that any          
deliverable routes are incorporated into 
the statutory planning process" 

 The Trust has started a technical        
appraisal of the proposed route including 
investigation of all services under the 
route. Discussions continue to look at the 
feasibility of a route through the town for 
the North Wilts canal. We have aired the 
subject again via a special web site 
www.swindoncanals.co.ukwww.swindoncanals.co.uk . Please   
comment on the proposal 

Jubilee  Junction Abingdon  

At the time of writing: 

We have agreed terms with the         
landowners and are in the final process of 
signing leases 

Environment Agency have granted a  
licence to work. 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
have now granted Planning Permission 

We expect final agreement for  matched 
funding . 

On this basis I am delighted to say that 
you will be very welcome to come and 
join the work parties in the next few 
weeks or join us for the official opening 
on 30th August at 12noon 

I must make special mention of thanks to 
Martin Buckland who has been leading 
the project to an impossible time scale! 

Studies 

 3 new major studies are under way or 

being planned: 

Melksham  

With our partners we have engaged 
Black and Veetch to complete the      
engineering study on the River Avon 
Route in Melksham . When completed in 
August the plan will be open for public 
consultation and when this is completed, 
if the plan is accepted, we will apply for 
the route to be added to the West Wilts 
DC Local Plan 

Cricklade 

Full engineering assessment of the River 
Thames crossing with flood risk          
assessment. This study has been        
commissioned and when completed will 
follow a similar consultation process as 
in Melksham 

Water Resources 

Although many issues were addressed in 
the Scott Wilson Study, a brief for a  full 
water resource study is now being      
prepared. This is likely to go for tender in 
July 

Engineering and Projects 

We have placed the contract for the 
Bincknoll Lane Wootton Bassett to Hay 
Lane Swindon  engineering study with 
White Young and Green. They will    
report on the full engineering issues of 
this section. 

In conjunction with the local team I have 
drawn up a plan for the restoration of the 
canal from Marlborough Road Wootton 
Bassett to Hay Lane Swindon. 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Postcode _______________ Telephone ____________________

Description Size Qty Price 
Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 
W&BCT Clothing – blue with 
yellow logo, sizes available:  
S, M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshirt   9.95 2.00  

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3 to 16 years  6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge 

 1·95 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm diameter  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm diameter  0·50 SAE · 
Restoring the Wessex Waterways 

through Wiltshire and Oxfordshire  1·00 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · 

W&BCT 
rectangular 
car stickers 
29.5cm × 7cm 

Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

W & BCT Burgees  11.00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (definitive history of the canal)  8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal) 

 12·99 1·50 · 

Total goods & postage · Postage rates are per item and apply to UK addresses 
only.  Please enquire about postage overseas or if you 
would like to arrange to collect your order.  Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
75 Dunnington Road 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7EL 

Cheques payable to W&BCT 
pleaseTel. no for enquiries: 01793 

636596 

July2006 Price List
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Dates for your Diaries 

 

Swindon Branch invite you to an evening of musical entertainment with  

         Swindon Concert Brass 
 

This will be held at Christchurch (Church), Old Town on  

Sunday 21st October 2006 starting at 7.30pm All profits will go towards the 
Canal Trust 

 

Tickets are available from the Swindon branch page of the trust website  

www.wbct.org.uk/concert_band.htm at £6.75 or at a discounted rate from www.wbct.org.uk/concert_band.htm at £6.75 or at a discounted rate from 
Roy Cartwright on Swindon (01793) 634907 

                    Members from all branches and none are welcome. 

How we won the lottery and what we did  

with YOUR money 
 

 

 

A personal insight by John Laverick on the HLF projects on the K & A Canal, 
the Cotswold Canals and the Wilts & Berks Canal 

 

 The event will be held at the Saltford Hall (Between Bath & Bristol) on    
Thursday 2nd November 2006 starting at 7.30pm  

 

There is no charge for admission, however a donation would be appreciated. 
Further details can be obtained from John Henn on 0117 9681303 
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We have contracted Owen Wilson      
railways to design  Hayes Knoll Lock. 
The design is due to be completed in 
September. 

Mouldon Hill Swindon-Design work is 
now complete and we expect to put the 
project out for tender in July 

Personnel 

The Trust is still looking for a minutes 
secretary for Council as well as a      
company secretary. 

 

Walks 

We are working on new walks leaflets 
for the canal ensuring proper rights of 
way access 

Landowners 

We are pleased to discuss our restoration 
plans with landowners and I have had the 
opportunity to meet a number to discuss 
opportunities when the canal is             
re-opened. 

 

                              Ken Oliver 

Trust welcomes Royal Patron 

 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is very pleased to 
announce that Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of 
Cornwall has agreed to be Patron of the Trust. 
 
Her Royal Highness has a long association with 
Reybridge Mill near Lacock Wiltshire which is   
adjacent to the line of the canal  and close to the 
newly restored section at Naish Hill. 
 

Trust Chief Executive Ken Oliver said ‘ The     
Trustees are thrilled that Her Royal Highness has 
agreed to accept  our invitation to become Patron. 

We appreciate the number of such requests is very 
large and we are very honoured to be chosen. We 
think it is especially appropriate as our neighbouring 

restoration project, the Cotswold Canals, already have His Royal Highness Prince 
Charles as their Patron.  We can now see a natural synergy between these two im-
portant regional restoration projects and our respective Patrons.  I am sure it will be 
even more appropriate when the restoration of the two canals meet at Eisey Junction 
near Cricklade! 

We look forward to showing Her Royal Highness the dedication and professional 
work of our volunteers during the next few years’ 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Vacant 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       

The time has come to change. We need a 
new focus for the Group / Branch and 
new people. At present we do not have a 
committee, People have served well for 
many years but interests have moved 
elsewhere, so NEW people are needed.  

 

Before we ask new people to become 
involved I think that the branch needs to 
have a new focus. The branch needs to 
have projects, so below are some        
suggestions:  

 

I have had preliminary discussions with 
Colin Fletcher of the Melksham Calne 
and Chippenham branch and we are   
investigating the possibility of the B Bath 
& Bristol branch taking on a ‘virgin’  
section of canal and to fully restore this. 
We could not only restore the canal but 
perhaps create a small off-channel nature 
reserve. The branch would be fully     
involved with planning what is done, 
with organising the work and raising 
funds to pay for the work. To further  
enhance this section and to mark the fact 
that it would be restored by the Bath & 
Bristol Branch we could add a ‘personal’ 
touch. For instance, once restored we 
could add towpath sculptures such as 

those put up by Sustrans. 

 

In conjunction with the other waterways 
societies, organise an event in Bristol 
Docks, or alternatively ‘man’ a small 
information centre on some summer  
Sundays. 

 

Help with general fund raising and    
publicity. In particular, produce ‘Dream 
Coming True 2’ the 2007 version of the 
1993 classic. 

 

Help us complete and write up a series of 
walks on the canal. 

 

To enable us to carry out this ambitious 
programme we need your help. The 
adoption of a length of canal is           
dependent on enough people coming  
forward to create a viable work party. 
We also need people to come forward for 
other tasks, including running the branch. 
Without your help we cannot proceed. To 
paraphrase President Kennedy: “my   
fellow citizens, ask not what your canal 
can do for you; ask what you can do for 
your canal.” 
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I heard on the grapevine recently that the 
WRG Chichester Camp had been       
cancelled, so I negotiated with WRG that 
I would run a small camp on the Wilts 
and Berks so Chichester volunteers could 
transfer if they wished. As it turned out, 
probably due to short notice, only David 
Wedd transferred, so we rang a few more 
old friends and recruited Luke, Pete,  
Jeremy and Ray, and an even older 
friend—Di—to do the cooking. (I mean 
I’ve known her longest, honestly!) 

The work was shared between Dauntsey 
and 7 locks. At a recent “corporate” day, 
a start had been made on puddling behind 
our new stop planks at the top of    
Dauntsey Lock, and this was completed 
on camp. We also finished a disabled 
ramp (sorry a good ramp for disabled 
people) down to the wharf area. 

At 7 locks, our first job was to re-locate 
the elephant (our tool store) to a better 
location. This involved clearing the    
appropriate area, emptying the contents 
and sorting through—and finding things 
we hadn’t seen for years—then        
struggling up the slope with it, a person 
at each corner. I can’t remember when 
the returned contents looked so neat and 
methodical. This cleared all the offsite 
area of Lock 3 ready for infilling and 
landscaping. We had hired a 7-tonne  
excavator for the week, which everyone 
except Luke is now licensed to operate, 
and all of us can drive dumpers. We  

continued profiling the towpath side of 
Lock 4, with the excavation material  
being transferred to the cleared area of 
Lock 3. This was steadily built up and is 
now complete apart from the topsoil. 
Dredged silt from below lock 4 was 
spread on the towpath side of lock 3 and 
left to settle. 

On the first Sunday, augmented by our 
regular local work party we moved—
with the aid of the excavator—large   
coping stones so they could be cut and 
fitted to the upper wing walls of Lock 3. 

All except Luke had to go home by    
Friday evening, just before the arrival of 
Essex WRG ( a depleted number due to 
holidays etc, only 2 on site) and the work 
at 7 locks was continued over the    
weekend, which also involved moving all 
the stones lying around the site. These 
will be used later for stone facing the 
towpath side of the pound, or for coping 
stones on the locks. Di and I skived off 
on the Saturday to man the Wilts and 
Berks stall at the Saul festival, leaving 
Luke in charge. 

It shows how much can be achieved with 
a small but experienced team, and the 
week’s work has advanced the progress 
on our stretch. As ever, Luke and I are 
very grateful for all the extra help, and it 
is always nice to see old friends. 

 

                             Rachael Banyard 

The tale of the Unplanned Camp! 
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 The first of a new article all about the 
wildlife that surrounds us,hopefully this 
will be different to others everyone has 
seen before. 

(Newly hatched coots at Skew 
Bridge—Gary Mason) 

This will be a general outlook 
on what is out there, people’s 
favourites , my favourites, and 
what’s about during the        
different seasons of the year. 

If there is anything you have 
seen and don’t know what it is 
send me a photo (if possible) 
and I will find out what it is and 
get it put in the DRAGONFLY 
( subject to space that is) 

Let me know details on where 
you found the item  but please 
do not pick or disturb the     
wildlife. Remember the golden rule 
TAKE NOTHING BUT MEMORIES 
AND LEAVE NOTHING BUT     
FOOTPRINTS. 

Here's just a snippet of what I’ve seen in 
just the past few days.  

 Picture 1 new born coots just a couple of 
days old there were 7 in total  

Picture 2 close up of swans nest first 
thought only 2 eggs but as you 
can see there`s 4  

    Both of these were taken at 
Westleaze (coots were at Skew 
bridge and the swans at      
Kingshill)  There’s plenty more 
out there to look at including 
the plant life all around us, next 
time hopefully your picture will 
be published . 

Send your photos and your 
ideas for this new adventure 
using the WBCT FORUM 

(Wildlife Message Board) or just send 
me a email at  

gary.mason@wbct.org.uk. gary.mason@wbct.org.uk.  

(Swans nest at Kingshill—             
Gary Mason) 

  

 Gary Mason (Voleman) 

A walk on the wild side 
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To complement the work activity the 
branch will hold a series of social events. 
These could include talks, walks, visits to 
various places.  

 

For this summer and early autumn: 

Canal Croquet afternoon at John Henn’s 
house on Sunday July 30th July from 3 
pm  

Walk along the proposed new Melksham 
to Kennet & Avon link. Joint walk with 
the MCC branch 

Sunday 20th August, Contact John Henn 
or Colin Fletcher 

 

Possible events for 2006/07 

 November Tour of new work site / 
Pewsham Locks 

 Spring 2007: Visit to the North Wilts 
& Blunsdon Steam Railway (Proposed 
Cricklade Corridor) 

 Walks: New route Cricklade,    
Wootton Bassett Circular, Lacock   
Melksham Circular 

Informal Social Gatherings 

 

To enable the above to happen we will 
have to separate the ‘social’ members 
from the active members and form a 
small branch committee which will carry 
out the work. This committee will      
organise everything including the social 
events. 

 

If you can help or want more information 
on events, please contact John Henn 

 

Contact: 

John Henn 0117 9681303, Email 
J.Henn@ipresent.co.ukJ.Henn@ipresent.co.uk  

             John Henn  

                          Bath and Bristol Branch 

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third Mon-
day of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work partied on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

 

 If you or your employers would like to sponsor (or part sponsor) Dragonfly or 
wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editor for further details.  

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

Well it is that time again when as 
chairman I must put fingers to     
keyboard for June deadline for the 
Dragonfly. I must first congratulate 
the top team on the cover of the last 
magazine at last a splash of colour 
and so eye catching. 
While I am congratulating people it 
has got to be Peter Williams (and I 
suspect his wife Julie) who          
organized the sponsored walk from 
Chippenham to Lacock, which raised 
over a thousand pounds a quite    
successful walk. It was a great   
pleasure to go to Pewsey Wharf Boat 
Club to only not enjoy their        
company but to pick up a handsome 
cheque from their three walkers. 
With Peter experiencing the same 
from the Air Cadets and the Sea  
Cadets and everybody else who took 
part. My thanks must go to all except 
the one who turned the sign round 
sending some entrants down into the 
village instead of to The Bell, which 
as a non-walker I can recommend. 

We also ran a successful Bring your 
Own B.B.Q. at Lower Foxhangers. 
With all the weather forecast against 
us (how wrong can they be) with 
about 35 to 40 people the              
atmosphere turned into a party feel 
with lots of interest in the latest   
photos from The walk and Emily 
with Challoner the owner on the  
water. Some one even suggested 
Boules but with the grass too long 
and the road too busy it had to be 
abandoned. But it could become an 
event for the future. Well with still a 
lot to look forward to in the rest of 
the year, boat trips at Melksham and 
Chippenham. Including M.C.C. 
A.G.M. in June I will close for now. 

 

 

Dave Newby  

M.C.C. Chairman 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 
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Absent Friends 

I am sad to announce the recent death of Ann 
Harrod, wife of John Harrod, the secretary of the 
Foxham & Lyneham branch. They became 
members of the Amenity Group in 1989, and 
Ann was our branch Treasurer for many years. 

She has helped John man our stall at church 
fetes and events over the years and has been a 
keen supporter of the branch. Unfortunately, her 
health deteriorated over the last three years and 
she had to suffer a lot of pain. 

We all feel that it has been a privilege to know 
Ann and she will be sadly missed. Our heartfelt 
sympathies are extended to John. 

 

                             Rachael Banyard 

 

As you may know, Roy Murrell’s son  was the victim of a fatal road traffic   
collision on 11th June this year.  

His parents, Roy and Barbara are both long standing committee members at East 
Vale. They have many friends throughout the Trust who have expressed       
sympathies at their tragic loss. They remain in many peoples thoughts. 

Both Roy and Barbara would like to thank all of you for your support and     
consideration at what has been a very difficult time for the whole   family.  

                

                                                    On behalf of Roy & Barbara Murrell      
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Greetings once again ! Such a lot has 
happened on the Foxham and Lyneham 
branch, it’s hard to know where to begin. 

The New Year camp started and Luke 
kindly took me to join in for the last few 
days. On the way down from the       
midlands it started snowing as he hit 
Gloucestershire. The wind was gushing 
on our arrival. Next day we removed 
several tree stumps before the rain got 
too bad to continue. 

Back at the accommodation I was asked 
to vacate the room as my snoring was 
deemed borderline anti-social. I never 
heard it so I can’t comment. 

Saturday and Sunday we made up time. I 
had my first go at laying concrete blocks 
under Ray Aldreridge’s supervision. I 
thoroughly enjoyed it although it was 
tiring. We moved what seemed like   

endless wheelbarrow loads of concrete. 
Everyone giving 110%, a very good and 
productive few days. 

A few weekends in Wiltshire found me 
doing many and varied tasks including 
painting some of our new shiny         
scaffolding. 

We had another canal camp at Easter and 
several visiting weekend groups. These 
have done sterling work to transform 
lock 3, starting preparation work and 
removal of walls on lock 4 and clearing 
vegetation from lock 2. 

My last visit prior to writing this was one 
of returning borrowed scaffolding and 
helping the walkers and the diggers 
through 29 locks on the Caen flight. 
Thanks to Maureen for very edible     
refreshments ! 

                 Ken Whapples 

Ken’s Little Digs 

D.O.E. Award talks in Swindon 

Many of you 
will know that 
some of our 
WRG camp 
attendees are 
completing 
their gold Duke 

of Edinburgh Award.  

What you may not be aware of is the fact 
that the Award scheme is talking to the 
Trust about running a pilot scheme for 
Bronze/Silver awards with Swindon 

branch.  If this was successful we could 
look to extend it to other branches. 

If you would be interested in helping 
with this project (regardless of your 
branch) please feel free to contact me for 
further information. 

 

  Richard Bellamy 

 

       richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  

15 

Our report for Dragonfly 100 was a    
special article, giving an overview of 
how far we’ve come in many years.  This 
time, we’re back to the normal format - 
how much we’ve progressed over recent 
months… 

 

In March we were still very much aware 
that the winter weather had delayed us.   
There were several Sundays back in   
December – February when rain, or cold, 
had prevented bricklaying – the major 
activity needed to complete Lock 3.  In 
March our focus was on preparation for a 
WRG Canal Camp in the middle of 
April.  Alan, our scaffolder, was due to 
go into hospital so we had to fit the   
scaffolding into Lock 4 ready for the 
camp while he was there to help.   

 

The Canal Camp involved 29 people, and 
a phenomenal amount of work was done.  
We were ably led by Smudge and Taz 
(who had led the October Camp last 
year).  The bricklaying on the camp was 
headed-up by Rob Brotherston – with 
various other people such as Mark and 
Rowena helping him with certain parts of 
the work. 

 

Once the bricks were in place, concrete 
could go in.  The concreting would have 
been completed had I not neglected to 
buy the last few bags of necessary      

cement.  That task has since been      
completed, with the help of a visiting 
team, and the coping bricks on the tail of 
the lock on the towpath side are now 
done. 

 

A critical task during the camp was a 
section of stone-faced bank, back-filled 
with clay, on the towpath side.  Di 
Smurthwaite led this task, supported by 
Mike (from Tenbury Wells on his first 
camp) and others.  I had to be down at 
site very early one morning to start the 
pump to empty the lock, but once the 
water was out of the way, Di and her 
team cracked on with the job. 

 

Lock 2 received significant attention, 
with two major tree stumps pulled out, 
and we can now clearly see how well the 
top end of the lock has survived.  Lock 4 
progressed well – the offside wall and 
most of the towpath-side wall dismantled 
down as far as we reasonably can for 
now.  The whole site was a veritable hive 
of activity throughout the camp, and a 
big thank you goes to all who joined us. 

 

Since the end of the camp our regular 
team has continued with the finishing-off 
work on Lock 3.  Coping stones have 
been laid, coping bricks have been laid.  
Polysulphide sealant has gone into the 
movement joint between the old lock 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 
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section and the new tail walls.  I hope 
Richard will find room in Dragonfly for 
some photos of Lock 3, now looking 
very close to completion.  

The virtually complete Lock 3               
— Luke Walker 

 

Now it’s the summer and the towpaths 
need to be mown.  Ray Aldridge did 
some good work with a digger at     
Dauntsey so the mower can now be taken 
along the towpath.   

We’ve now recovered our grip on that 
long section. Rachael recently  welcomed 
a team from Peter Brett Associates for a 
day at  Dauntsey.  I gather they enjoyed 

the experience and worked 
very hard laying a concrete 
footing and replacing the stop 
planks at the top of the lock.   

It must have been fun paddling 
in the canal, clearing the silt 
out of the way, and putting 
into position a big pile of clay 
to seal the stop planks. 

 

 

                Luke Walker 

 

 

[Photos?  Happy to oblige Luke.  For 
further pictures of the recent progress on 
lock 3 see inside back cover—Ed ] 

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

 

Our work programme for the coming months includes some work at Foxham and at 
Dauntsey Lock, and continuation of the work mentioned above at and around Locks 
3 and 4.  Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or visit a 
work party. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale worksites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

Current worksites covers Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the 
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the         
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

IWA Jubilee Junction 

This photograph provided 
by WRG member “Taz” 
shows the topsoil removed 
at the site of the new      
junction with the Thames at 
Abingdon. 

Even from this height the 
scale of the new junction is 
clear although linkage to the 
enclosed water is some 18 
months away. 

Watch the web site for  
regular updates on progress 
throughout the project. 

(See inside front cover for 
more pictures) 
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side of the Hanney /Steventon Road the 
public footpath does not follow the    
canal . We eventually managed to get to 
Ardington Bottom Lock, and it is rather 
strangely partially intact. 

(Ardington Bottom Lock— 
Brian Stovold) 

 
With the landowners permission we   
followed the canal from the railway 
bridge to the Lockinge Estate Road 
where in the late afternoon and in the 
face of mounting tiredness and            
impenetrable undergrowth we called it 
quits for the day and I phoned for lifts. 
 

So much for the talks- At West Challow 
works continues apace, with some very 
well attended work parties. We lost one 

of our stalwarts ie Steve who has moved 
up north to Durham. He will be sorely 
missed. Much work is going on at the 
stretch east of the Childrey footpath 
where preparations for the permissive 

footpath between the West 
Challow Road Bridge and the 
Childrey footpath continue. 
The bank at the back of the 
West Challow cemetery has 
been tidied and fenced and we 
should shortly be starting to 
fence westwards.  More news 
in the next edition. 
 

Hot off the press. Last        
Saturday we had a clearance 
workparty at Abingdon where 
the contractors have started 
work on the new junction. 
Very exciting. By the  next 

Dragonfly this should be complete. 
 

As Abingdon is getting very exciting it 
would appear a good time to try to restart 
the Abingdon Branch. I shall be         
arranging an interest meeting in the    
Autumn. However if any Abingdon 
members would like to get going earlier 
please contact me 

                  

                  Brian Stovold 

                              Branch Chairman 

 

 If you or your employers would like to sponsor (or part sponsor) Dragonfly or 
wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editor for further details.  

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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‘Spring is sprung the grass is ris I wonder 
where the birdies is……..’  so says the 
old ditty.  We have the grass, oh yes we 
have the grass, and we have the birdies 
but seem to be a bit short of spring this 
year.  The main thing is that it has been 
mostly dry so we have been able to carry 
on with work at Morningside.  Having 
said that our last Wednesday work party 
in May was really spring like at last with 
the wild flowers coming out in the     
protected meadowland around the lock 
and the birds doing their thing with    
enthusiasm.  A couple of swifts were 
sitting on the fence and seem to have a 
nest nearby.  We have 
had a nest of bees in the 
bole of a tree next to the  
compound for a few 
years and they buzz into 
action when the sun 
comes out.  
In April we had the 
chance of having Blue 
the excavator on site for 
a couple of weeks.  
George was good 
enough to   deliver it late 
one Friday evening and 
we were able to use it 
every day for the two weeks and worked 
our way through the list of jobs we had 
lined up.  We also hired a four ton 
dumper for the fortnight as our little 
dumper couldn’t have coped. 
The main task was to scrape off the    
accumulated topsoil from three hundred 

metres of towpath between the lock and 
the new spill way site, lay a geo textile 
membrane and top it off with gravel and 
road planings.  We also decided to lay a 
plastic water pipe under the membrane to 
provide a water supply to the new site.  
When we scraped off the topsoil we   
revealed the old stony towpath surface 
which the horses walked on when pulling 
the narrowboats.  Even though the tow-
path is quite wide here the stoned surface 
was less than a yard wide which seems 
hardly wide enough for a big horse.  
They didn’t waste money when they built 
the Wilts and Berks.   

(Newly prepared path—Branch photo) 
 
Our new towpath surface was to be just 
under eight foot wide to accommodate 
any machinery we may use.  We found 
the best way to lay the gravel was to tilt 
the dumper bucket and scrape it out with 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Alan Porter, Flat 19 John Watson House, Lime Kiln, Wootton Bassett SN4 7JH        Tel: 01793 849970 

Secretary:     Justine Hanley                       justine.hanley@wbct.org.ukjustine.hanley@wbct.org.uk      
                 Gordon Wheeler                  19 Kingsley Ave Wootton Bassett 
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rakes, move forward a couple of feet and 
do it again, and again, and again. This 
worked really well and our usual        
volunteers did a great job spreading a 
hundred tons of road planings and gravel. 
The area around our working area has a 
ditch draining into the canal but this has 
silted up over the years.  With Blue on 
site we took the chance to dig out the 
ditch which then worked well during the 
recent heavy rain.  Another job we 
wanted to do was to profile the canal bed 
against the upper wing walls.  This was a 
very muddy job but we managed to   
complete it. 
For some time we have been looking for 
a container to use on site to store our 
hand tools and bits and pieces.  A phone 
call out of the blue from George asking if 
we still wanted a container was followed 
by ‘it’s on the way’.   

(Our new container—Branch photo)  

It actually arrived the next day after   
being removed from the roof of a derelict 
London building which was being      
demolished and we saved it from the 
scrap yard.  Recycling Wilts and Berks 
style.  We frantically made a base for it 
and all two tons of it was hoisted into 
place, complete with air conditioning 
unit! 
We have been busy strimming and   
mowing and trying to keep the towpath 
in reasonable condition.  We have almost 
two miles of towpath to cut along with 
three quarters of a mile of path on the 
offside of the watered section.  We also 
cut the grass around the lock and our 
working site.  Every time we put a shovel 
in the ground the thistles seem to sprout.  
As we are in the middle of sixty acres of 
protected meadowland we have to be 
careful to cut down the thistles and    
nettles before they seed and spread to the 
meadows.  This year we seem to be   
winning the battle as there seem to be 
less than there have been. 

Whilst doing some mowing along the 
watered section I spotted two swans in 
the distance.  We have had several swans 
visiting us in recent years but these two 
young ones built a nest on the offside of 
the canal.  Looking at the swans I       
decided their efforts to start a family 
must have been unsuccessful as they 
were both on the water away from the 
nest. As I got closer, hanging on to the 
mower and looking through my murky 
visor, I could see they were not alone so I 
stopped for a closer look.  What an  
amazing site to see the swans followed, 
line astern, by no less than six fluffy grey 
cygnets. The first cygnets for Wootton 
Bassett and already an attraction for local 
people.  Fingers crossed for their future. 
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The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 

EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

My, doesn’t summer come around 
quicker these days. Nostalgia not being 
what it used to be I can hardly believe it 
is a year since I was last talking about 
our events for Wantage Summer Festival.  
This year we did two walks and a talk. 
The talk was to the Friends of the Vale & 
Downland Museum in Wantage. As 
usual I rambled on for an hour and an 
half until the assembled masses started 
crawling up the walls and begging for 
mercy. Actually it was very well received 
and brought forth some interesting    
comments and historical notes for the 
future. At some time we will putting in a 
permanent display at the museum. It  
already has a super section on the     
Wantage Tramway . It really ought to 
have a bit more on the canal, seeing as 
how the Wharf was the way the stone to 
build, amongst other things, the convent 
and several of the churches were brought 
in. 
 

Talking of Wantage Wharf, the buildings 
are no more having been demolished the 
day after my talk. I hope that was only a 
coincidence. Any notes as to the    
whereabouts of the stone with 1830   

engraved on it would be welcome.  It is a 
pity that by the time the Amenity Group 
was signed the damage to the old branch 
into Wantage was already substantially 
done ie the building of the housing estate 
over the canal line. The remains of     
Belmont Bridge stand forlornly alongside 
the footpath on the old route a small   
reminder of the Wantage Branch 
 

The two walks this year were the usual 
West Challow to Grove walk.(a very nice 
evening walk eastwards ) and secondly a 
much longer walk from Abingdon Wharf 
to Grove. It happened to be the hottest 
Sunday for some time. A hardy crew set 
out from Abingdon in mid-morning and 
struck out South-west for Grove, looking 
at the various remains on the way. Tythe 
Barn lock is now buried under back   
gardens and the tow path public footpath 
which runs between houses is overgrown 
with nettles and bramble. Drayton lock is 
reached a few hours later , and then    
following the dried out bed of the canal 
Steventon Lock  comes next. The     
clearance work on Drayton Lock and the 
canal to the south is still evident even in 
the summer undergrowth On the other 
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WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

Well things are still pretty quiet here in 
West Vale! With such a small branch, 
with so few volunteers, it can never be 
much different. So that is why we always 
welcome the visits from WRG so much 
here, and we are getting quite a lot lately, 
and a lot gets done! 

On their last visit a few days ago more 
work was done especially on             
Steppingstone Bridge. The towpath-side 
supporting wall had to be taken down to 
a solid foundation and moved outwards 
for almost two feet. The brickwork was 
remarkably sound but needs to be      
widened to accommodate the formers we 
have for the arch. The formers we had to 
hand are almost two feet wider so the 
supporting wall needs to be two feet  
further back. It was a choice of purchase 
new formers – v. expensive! Or move the 
foundations – cheap. Guess which we 
chose - and it’s turned out the existing 
foundation brickwork is so large not 
much extra is needed after all.  

Still,    getting the bricks, aggregates etc 
to site is a major task as the nearest road 
is a country half mile along a very rutted 
track, and we have a two-week WRG 

summer camp in the near future and an 
overflow camp as well. 

So that’s what us locals are doing along 
with the annual major task of battling the 
weeds that block the towpaths and     
cutting the grass at the Canalside Park, 
and of course to two trees that were 
blown down across the path in last  
weekends blustery weather.  

We progress! 

On the leases for parts of the canal here 
in West Vale the branch have been   
making such insignificant progress of 
late that we have reluctantly passed the 
matter over to the full time ‘hired staff’, 
I’m sure they will come up with the 
goods in due course. 

 

Must rush the grass needs cutting! 

 

  Alan Norris 

  Branch Chairman  

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:   

 Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 

(The latest branch members? - Branch 
photo) 

In the coming weeks we will continue the 

battle with the grass and 
continue to do bits and 
pieces and sort out the new   
container.  Hopefully we 
will soon be able to start on 
our spillway.  We welcome 
any new workparty         
volunteers, no skills         
required and work at your 
own pace.  Please give me a 
ring if you are interested. 

 

John Bower 

P.S.  Having taken over the Chair of the Wootton Bassett branch in May, I’d like to 
let everyone know that we will have the Trust marquee at the Wootton Bassett High 
Street Festival on Sunday August 6th. By the time of this Dragonfly I hope to have 
met some more members at our Midsummer walk, but if you didn’t make that, come 
and chat on the stand at the Festival. And if you can help man it, please contact me 
or Heather Young.  

Lastly, we are trying to use email more to make better branch communication easier. 
If you have an email address we don’t know about, please send me it.  

                           Jenny Stratton Chair 
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SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel 01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  01793 775993 

Summer’s here already and where do I 
start. So much has happened since the 
last edition I can hardly keep up with it 
myself. 

Without a doubt this has been one of our  
best years so far in our history but it has 
not been without its setbacks. March and 
we have a wonderful day down at the 
Somerset Waterways taking two mini 
buses full of enthusiasts all of whom 
thought it was great success. 

Ceri  draws up a new leaflet for our trip 
boat and Oliver supplies a new safety 
manual. 

The Swindon Concert Band offer a    
musical evening for us at Christ Church 
in October and we start to make our 
plans for that. We also agree to hold the 
A.G.M. in Swindon in October and set 
the wheels in motion for that event. 

April  and Jan Flanagan receives her           
environment community award at the 
Town Hall for all the work she has done 
for the Canal Tust, Well done Jan, You 

of all people deserved that accolade. 

Also in April we had a number of       
catastrophes. 

Firstly the bund under Beavens bridge at 
Westleaze was breached by someone and 
we lost a great deal of water. 

Next we discover a large leak down in 
the  fishing area and contacted the   
Council with a view to fixing it as 
quickly as possible. 

Then the water board  had a massive leak 
under Skew bridge  which filled the canal 
again. This rose the water level to      
unprecedented  height’s and the strain on 
the canal was so great that the bank was 
breeched down at Kingshill. 

Along with the council workers who 
were  brilliant that day  we were able to 
seal this breach before we lost the whole 
canal. 

Before we could fix the second leak we 
had to involve the Wild Life people   
because of the Voles we have in that 

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL 

Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

25 

Notes to the Financial Statements for year ending 31 March 2006 

 

1 These financial statements have been extracted from the set of accrual based accounts 
 prepared for submission to the Charity Commission. An examination of those accounts 
 has been carried out by our accountants, Accountancy West Ltd, in accordance with the 
 General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners. A full set of those accounts is 
 available on request and for a small administration fee 

 

2  The definitions of the categories of funds are as follows:- 

 Unrestricted—Those funds that the Trustees should spend on any of the charity’s  
 purposes 

 Restricted—Those funds that the Trustees are obliged to spend only on particular  
 purposes 

 Designated—Those funds which the Trustees have earmarked for particular purposes. 

 

3  Landfill Tax credits have been received from Crapper and Sons Landfill—£7,880 and 
 Wren £5,000 

 

4  The Trust registered for VAT at the beginning of the last financial year resulting in a 
 net refund. The prior year tax refund included the back dated three year refund of 
 £39,733 where as this year only includes the income tax refunded under Gift Aid. 

 

5  The fixed assets of £20,204 are made up of Land at cost of £8,062 Plant and Machinery 
 at a depreciated value of £9,775, Boats at a depreciated value of £1,032 and office  
 furniture and equipment of £1,185 

 

6  Debtors at the end of this year consist of Gift Aid tax refund of £1,987 from the Inland 
 Revenue, £2,969 deposit for legal costs on purchase of a land lease in West Vale and a 
 £5,525 VAT refund due 

 

7  The charity has one part time paid employee this year 

 

8 There has been no remuneration or other benefits paid to the Charity’s Trustees or   
 people connected with them, from the charity other than £2,096 to Cotswold River 
 Cruises for one month’s services of our newly appointed Chief Executive Officer 

 

9  There have been no transactions undertaken by (or on behalf of) the charity in which a 
 Trustee or connected person has a material interest. 
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area. Still April and yet more setbacks,  
Our boat Pioneer needed some repairs 
before we could put her back on the   
water. 

We spent two days cutting her about  
before we made the decision that she had 
gone past her sell by date and had to send 
her to the big boat yard in the sky. 

We looked at four boats in quick        
succession but could find nothing to fit 
the bill until Melksham Branch offered 
us Pioneer Two. 

That to me is one of the great strengths of 
the Canal Trust, The way that branches 
help each other out in times of need. 

We have it, You what it, Come and get it, 
Thanks to all at Foxhangers. 

Still the catastrophes hit us, We call in 
the Environment Agency about the weed 
in the canal only to be told it is the 
dreaded Canadian Pond Weed (Elodea 
Canadensis) which after more research I  

discover was first reported in the canal 
on November 23rd 1874,   Plus if that was 
not bad enough we also have the non-
native Water Fern (Azolla Fillicoides) 
which if left to its own devices will be 
thick enough to walk on by the end of the 
summer. 

Can it get worse, Yes it can, and it does. 

We discover that we have Mink down at 
Westleaze. 

Those wonderful animal liberation     
people that set them free from the farms 
should come down and see what those 
Mink are doing to our Native species, 
They have no natural predators and will 
wipe out anything that gets in their way. 

At last we start to see the trees instead of 
the woods. 

The Wild Life people give us the go 
ahead to fix the leak and the Council  
offer to pay for the machinery if we   
supply the labour, Also we set up our 
Mink trap with the help of the  Water 
Vole Recovery Officer,  Thanks Beth. 

Oliver collects the new boat from      
Foxhangers and Ken gives our volunteers 
a course on boating  skills on board his 
boat at Lechlade. Finally whilst we start 
to organise our own A.G.M in June, we 
are told that the Southern Development  
Company are re-launching themselves as 
Wichelstowe and we are invited to     
participate in their forum. This is what 
we in Swindon call the Front Garden 
Project. 

It is at this point that my long suffering 
wife suggests that I take my bed down to 
the canal.— Only she was a little more 
succinct about how she said it. 

 

This meeting was going well until I    
suggested that the contractors should put 
the canal under the motorway at the same 
time as they do the road. Lead balloons 
come to mind. 

 

The outcome of this issue is that they 
have arranged to meet the Canal Trust to 
discuss why this is not possible. Fiscal 
polices and financial  constraints come to 
mind.  

 

KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE WEB 
PAGE FOR AN UPDATE ON THIS. 

 

              Roy Cartwright  

              Chairman Swindon Branch. 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Notice is hereby given that the eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Trust (company no. 2267719) will take place at the Community Crossroads (Former railway 
museum), Faringdon Road, Swindon Wiltshire  on Saturday, 14th October 2006, at 4.00pm. 

 

AGENDA 
 

ORDINARY BUSINESS 
To receive any apologies for absence. 
To approve the Minutes of the seventeenth AGM held on 22nd October 2005 and to consider any 
matters arising. 
To approve the Directors’ Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2006. 
To approve the Trust’s Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006. 
To elect members to Council: 
 
In accordance with Articles 41 and 42 of the Articles of Association, Peter Anthony SMITH,  
Raymond Leonard ALDRIDGE, George John EYCOTT, Jennifer Anne STRATTON and  
Christopher TOMS retire from Council in rotation 
Raymond Leonard ALDRIDGE, George John EYCOTT, Jennifer Anne STRATTON and  
Christopher TOMS offer themselves for re-election . 
In accordance with Articles 36 of the Articles of Association 
John Victor LAVERICK, Edward Gunter THOMAS, David A WARREN and Douglas John 
HARRIS offer themselves for re-election having been appointed by the Council since the last 
AGM  
In accordance with Article 44, any other nominations to Council should be notified to the        
Company Secretary in writing to arrive not later than Friday 29th September 2006.  Nominations  
should be signed by the proposer and by the person nominated, both of whom must be full      
members of the Trust.  A pen picture of the nominee and of his/her interests and ideas towards the  
furtherance of the Trust’s aims should be included, and this will be made available at the meeting  
for the benefit of Members during voting. 

BY ORDER OF COUNCIL PETER KINSMAN, ACT. COMPANY SECRETARY  
 

NOTES 
Any member entitled to be present and vote at the AGM may appoint a proxy to vote on his or her 
behalf in the event of a poll being demanded on a resolution or a ballot being held for the elections 
to Council.  A proxy MUST be a member of the Trust.  An instrument of proxy may be obtained 
from the Company Secretary, to whom it must be returned not later than forty-eight hours before 
the start of the meeting. 
After the formal business of the AGM, at about 4.30 p.m., there will be an Open Forum session at 
which members may put questions from the floor to the Directors on any matters relating to the 
canal or to the Trust’s activities.  Full details of other supporting events can be found elsewhere in 
Dragonfly. 
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The Community Crossroads is the former railway museum in Faringdon Road, 
Swindon. The venue is ten minutes walk from the train and bus stations. The most 
convenient car parking can be found at the railway station car park (£3 all day) - We 
recommend you do NOT use the adjacent Sat/Sun temporary parking which is    
considerably more expensive. 

 

Full details of the days events are included on the enclosed flyer. A meal is available 
during the day, again options are shown on the yellow AGM leaflet. To order your 
food please return the enclosed form to Jan Flanagan as soon as possible. 

 

Any queries please ring Janet Flanagan on  01793 523048 


