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Trust Officials 

Chairman John Laverick, Springfield House, Mani Street, Keevil, Wilts. BA14 6LU                 * 01380 870432 

Vice Chair Allan Norris,Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL                  *01793 783024 

                   Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                                    * 07979 862195 

General Secretary  Vacant 

Treasurer/Co Sec. Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG                    *01793 771548 

IWA Rep: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge KT13 8DH                                                 * 01932 855899 
 

Chief Executive: Ken Oliver, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU                        *08452268567 

Administrator: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 7AU                      *0845 2268567 
 

Project Director—Central Ken Oliver (details above) 

Project Director—East Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP                         *01235 204115 

Project Director—North (See Luke Walker Vice Chair entry above) 

Projects Director—West Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde SN10 1SS                  *01380 828254 

Work Parties Director 

       Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB                       *01249 892289 

Engineering Director—Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon SN3 1HP                       *01793 534404 

Wildlife & Environment Team Director 

                 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                        *01793 850310 

WRGrep/Technical Ops. George Eycott, 36 Grange Ct, Boundary Rd, Newbury RG14 7PH        *01635 569449 

Director:  Peter Smith 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7EL                        *01793 636597 

Engineering: Alistair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell St, Cirencester, GL7 2BQ                                      * 01285 652006 

Health & Safety: Robin Phelps, 63 Stratton Road, Swindon SN1 2PN                                           * 01793 336195 
 

Landowner Liaison Director Jenny Stratton (see Wildlife & Environment above) 

Liaison/Swindon Branch Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator) 

Oxfordshire CC & Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 

             Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage OX12 7DN                                                     * 01235 762555 

Comms Dir./Website  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB             *07973 172202 

Events Dir. Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 1NN                                              *01793 523048 

Membership Director 

             Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Ave, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0SJ                                 * 01708 342036 

Archivist Doug Small, 8 Raymond Rd, Maidenhead SL6 6DF                                                         *01628 544666 

Sales Admin. Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road SN4 7EL                                                         *01793 636596 
 

Fundraising Director  Martin Buckland (See Project Director East) 
 

Council of Management. The names of members are underlined above 
 

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address in the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings).firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings). 

 

Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership 

Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, Chippenham SN15 1ER                                     *01249 706494 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2006 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Roger Crapper 

 

Office Tel. Number   TEL: 0845 226 8567 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: Abingdon Junction Opening with inset picture of ribbon cutting  

PHOTOGRAPHER: Graham Smith and Doug Small 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST      
PATRON:  H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL IN WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

THROUGH  EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU  
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DRAGONFLY 103 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid January, 2007 

Please send articles and reports for    
inclusion by  1st December 2006 

E-mail to: Richrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

Dragonfly appears to be like the         
proverbial London bus —  nothing for 
weeks and then two come along in quick      
succession. 

Well, after the delays in edition 101 this 
quick edition brings us back onto track 
with Dragonfly publication. 

The biggest event over the past couple of 
months has been the opening of the new 
junction with the Thames at Abingdon.  
However, as well as the junction at    
Abingdon,  there is plenty else to focus 
on across the canal route. A quick look at 
the remainder of the covers shows the 
amount of construction projects          
underway (or better still completed). 

Could I thank those contributors who 
managed to make the print deadline. The 
production of Dragonfly is becoming 
increasingly complex against reducing 
timescales. As a result, the print        
deadlines will be far more strict than in 
the past. Please make a note in your   
diaries for forthcoming editions. 

I was reminded just how much we have 
achieved following a recent conversation 
with a founder member of the Trust. 
There in early minutes were the voices of 
doubt and doom … “You’ll never get a 
new junction on the Thames” - “Nobody 
will ever rebuild those locks at Seven 
Locks” and “Do you really think     
Swindon will ever think of allowing the 

canal back through the town?”  To make 
the point, all these doubts have been 
overcome or no longer appear to be the 
issue they once were. 

However with this success comes       
additional challenges. We need to engage 
with new members as well as simply  
recruiting them. Also, our organisation 
needs to take a further step towards a 
more professional approach in all aspects 
of our work. 

Challenging times indeed! 

 

                   Richard Bellamy 

                  Dragonfly Editor 
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Gift Membership.  

 

We need even more members! Can you 
help to ‘spread the word’ and publicise 
the Trust’s recent achievements so that 
we have over 2006 members by the end 
of 2006? If you have not returned the 
flier sent after the last Dragonfly, you 
can still do so – or print a copy from the 
website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Chris Toms 

Total Trust               
membership is now  

1879 

(at 22/08/06) 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

 

Welcome to the following 40 new members and Friends of the Canal  

 

Mr E V Morgan  Kingshill, Swindon  Mrs S Farrant  Newbury 

Mr & Mrs D A Weston  Reading       Mr G Perry  Swindon 

Ferguson Photography  Swindon     Mr J Nelson  Swindon 
Mr G Self  Swindon                          Mr A Vickers  Swindon  

Mr P Adams  Lambley, Notts            Mrs J Gracie Cirencester 

Mr D Bennett Swindon                    Mrs M Obradovic Swindon 

Mr & Mrs M Harris Chippenham      Mr & Mrs T Rolt Andover, Hants 

Miss A Brentini  Wallington, Surrey  Mr C Wilding Warminster 

Mr I Carruthers London                   Mr & Mrs R Hawkins Swindon 

Mr & Mrs G Lane Penzance             Mr D Moore Shrivenham 

Mr & Mrs D Thurston Reading         Mrs G Loakes Brakley, Northants     

Mr G Gamble Emsworth, Hants       Mr & Mrs C K Dixon Swindon 

Mr D A Davies Tavistock, Devon     Ms F de Rhe-Philipe Warminster 

Mr S Johnson Sittingbourne, Kent    G & M Rees Chippenham 

Mr D Errington  Watchfield, Swindon 
Mr A Cordingley  Neath, West Glamorgan  

Mr & Mrs A O'Donoghue  Kidwelly, Dyfed 

 

Note: Mr E Vawser was included in Dragonfly 101 new members’ list in error.  

 

Recently, new members have been coming in steadily ‘from all over the place’ - keep 
distributing membership forms where you can! 

Many thanks to all of you who have included a donation when you renewed your 
subscription and to those new members who have volunteered their help and       
expertise – all very encouraging. 
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What an unprecedented period this last 
quarter has been for the Trust and its 
partners. The Lottery award, the Latton 
event and what I am sure will be written 
up as one of the most historic events of 
the restoration took place at Abingdon on 
30th August.  After a great deal of effort 
by many people a new junction with the 
Thames was opened to the tumultuous 
cheers of those who lined the banks and 
those that travelled on the many craft that 
explored this brand new length of our 
navigation.  

 

Whilst there were so many volunteers 
involved in this grand scheme, too many 
to name them individually, there is one 
person who does deserve a particular 
mention, MARTIN BUCKLAND, the 
Trust director who has project managed 
this unique contractor & volunteer     
project delivering it on time and on 
budget. Dealing with some 12 months of 
paperwork and 8 weeks of spadework, 4 
by East Vale and WRG volunteers and 4 
by contractors. Well done to all those 
volunteers, and to those who managed 
and staged the celebrations on the day. 

 

Thanks should also go to Trust and IWA 
volunteers and other Partners who raised 
the funds to pay for this project.         
Particular thanks to the IWA DIAMOND 
JUBILEE FUND, to WREN recycling of 
landfill tax funds, to the VALE OF 
WHITE HORSE for their consistent  

support and significant contribution to 
funding and to THAMES WATER for 
their contribution to the funding of    
various studies that had to be undertaken 
before the first shovel could be pressed 
into the ground. 

 

I am sure that many felt, as I did, as we 
left the Thames and turned into this short 
but significant length of new waterway 
that it would not be that long before 
boats passing this way would be bound 
for Swindon and Bath. 

 

Just consider what has already been  
achieved and is now happening:  

The East Vale Branch has restored 
and is busy restoring sections to 
the west of Abingdon.  

The building of a huge new reservoir 
nearby is sure to have positive 
spin off for the waterway.  

The Developer of a major housing 
scheme at Grove near Wantage 
has recognised the recreational 
potential of the canal. 

Further west Swindon Borough Council 
is poised to welcome the waterway back 
through its centre and south of Swindon 
the canal is included in the £multi-
million “Front Garden” development 
where it will contribute to enhance house 
values along the waterfront and provide a 
ready  

Chairman’s Report 
John Laverick 



6 

made storm water system for the 
development.  

The Trust and its partner Swindon 
BC is now negotiating with the 
Developer to get the canal under 
the M4 alongside their new dual 
carriageway and footway link 
under the motorway. 

Much restoration work is underway 
southwest of the M4 crossing 
and restored sections at Wooton 
Basset, Dauntsey and Pewsham 
are already in water.  

At Semington, British Waterways 
have welcomed the proposal to 
join the K&A to Melksham and 
the W&B. It is proposed that the 
new line from Semington to 
Melksham town centre be built 
to the broad gauge of the K&A. 

 

It is with joy that I reflect on the closing 
words of my last report when I said, 
“keep buying those lottery tickets – we 
might all be winners in August!”. Well 
we and our partners were winners,     

having reached the next stage in our   
Living Landmarks Lottery bid to restore 
the North Wilts as part of the Cricklade 
Country Way. We have been awarded up 
to £250,000 to finalise our bid, so fingers 
crossed for the right result next summer.  

 

There is so much to do, but much has 
been achieved already and much is    
happening right now - we are well on the 
way to full restoration. It is happening 
because people want it to happen and are 
persuading those that can influence the 
outcome that it is a worthwhile thing to 
be doing. To speed this process we need 
to grow the membership and this will 
have a really positive effect on the 
strength of our Lottery bid. Can I       
encourage each existing member to    
recruit at least one new member, either 
by the power of your own persuasion or 
by giving a gift membership to a friend.  

 

                                                                         
John Laverick. 

Congratulations to all involved in 
the sponsored walk organised by the      
Melksham, Chippenham and Calne 
branch. 

This year the event raised an      
impressive £1,453. The even more 
exciting news is that next years 
event looks like being even bigger.  
If you would like to put a date in 
your diary red-ring Sunday April 
27th 2007 

         Richard Bellamy (Cheque presentation— Peter Williams) 
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Dear Richard,         

 

In the Swindon Branch report there's 
comment about putting the canal under 
the motorway,  I read recently that the 
Leeeds and Liverpool Canal had a      
proposal to join up to the docks to extend 
the marina facilities to canal boats.The 
scheme would involve locking down   
boring a la Channel Tunnel and back up 
(under existing buildings).  There is also 
ideas afoot to extend the Lancaster Canal 
back to its original end in Kendal also by 
boring under a motorway and then      
installing a DEEP lock to bring the canal 
back to its original line ,the same as was 
done in Bath for the K and A.  There are 
ways round a problem its just they cost 
money!!  Bring back the navvy who 
could shovel a cubic yard a  day  

 

                               Jon  Cortis 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I understand that the original canal com-
pany had stables or a smithy near the 
bottom of Kings Hill. Can you tell me 
where this was exactly? 

 

  Ann Marsh 

[Ann—The company blacksmith 
(potentially one of many) you refer to 
was adjacent to what is now the Falcon 
public house in Westcott Place— Ed ] 

 

 

Richard,     

 

Lydia Marshall asks how other           
organisations raise money I  never see 
any mention of Bath, Melksham  

Chippenham or Swindon branches     
raising money through coffee mornings 
or is such an item too trivial to          
mention.  Apart from the annual       
Chippenham to Melksham walk how 
many other sponsored walks are 
there,how many members run sponsored 
Marathons.? 

 If need be  these questions will need to 
be asked at an A.G.M. after all if you 
won't print requests for assistance from 
members to raise money then it needs to 
be brought to everones attention or don’t 
you agree?                  

 

  Jon  Cortis 

TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Postcode ______________  Telephone ___________________

Description 
Siz
e 

Qty Price 
Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 
W&BCT Clothing – blue with 

yellow logo, sizes available:  
S, M, L, XL and XXL 

Sweatshirt   9.95 2.00  

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3 to 16 years  6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge 

 1·95 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm diameter  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm diameter  0·50 SAE · 

Restoring the Wessex Waterways 
through Wiltshire and Oxfordshire 

 1·00 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals! 

 1·00 SAE · 

W&BCT 
rectangular 
car stickers 
29.5cm × 7cm 

Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

W & BCT Burgees  11.00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (definitive history of the canal) 

 8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal) 

 12·99 1·50 · 

Total goods & postage · Postage rates are per item and apply to UK addresses 
only.  Please enquire about postage overseas or if you 
would like to arrange to collect your order.  Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 

Heather Young 
75 Dunnington Road 

Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7EL 

Cheques payable to W&BCT 
pleaseTel. no for enquiries: 

01793 636596 

July2006 Price List
 

7 

I have never known such a hectic period for our 
Canal. 

 

What a joyous occasion the recent Jubilee Junc-
tion celebrations were. After months, no years 
of preparations and developmental effort by lots 
of organisations, agencies, groups, volunteers, 
studies and reports, we finally witnessed to 
great cheers the wonderful sight of our canal 
being re-connected at last to the main network. 
This was a splendid testament to excellent part-
nership working on all levels. Martin B and his 
team getting the job done magnificently. 

 

While many hours and weeks went into the 
amazing excavations and landscaping, one must 
not forget the many behind the scenes  work-
ings that enabled this whole new Canal line to 
be established. The many stalwarts from East 
Vale, some like Geof Austin who led from the 
trenches as it were, knowing every blade of 
grass and pipe and ditch, attending many Local 
Authority meetings, others like Orph Mable 
who left recently to run his own canal business 
up North, but who put in many hours over the 
years. And the many former East & West Vale 
members who kept the Canal beacons alight up 
there for years. And then Brian Roberts of the 
IWA  who has bent his shoulder to the wheel 
and always encouraged and goaded in his   
inimitable style, and travelled miles to be here 
and there and everywhere. 

 

It was quite challenging rowing on Emily who 
led the unpowered boats from the The Thames 
Traditional Boat Society through to the cut. 
And I was delighted to have on board Brian & 
Juanita Poulton,  As we pulled towards the new 
junction Juanita commented how proud Tony 
would have been. 

 

So Hats off to everyone! – 
it was a grand sight seeing 
so many Trust members 
lining the new cut, young 
and old, all having played their part in making 
such a vital piece of the jigsaw happen. Flag-
ship One is open! 

 

Lotto success! 

 

You will know by now that our 10 Year Plan is 
to see all major junctions re-opened by 2014, 
the centenary date of our Abandonment. This 
scheme was hatched and agreed by the whole 
Partnership in 2005. So things have been just as 
busy at the other prioritised projects, as on 
other Trust local projects. 

 

I imagine most Trust members will know we 
have reached the final stages of the Living 
Landmarks Lottery, thus receiving a £250k 
award to help us through to the full £15m for 
our Flagship 2 project area, Cricklade and the 
Thames. 

This was a remarkable achievement for all con-
cerned and stretched us to the limit!  From 1000 
plus national projects there are some 25 left, of 
which it is believed 12 or so will win their full 
million pound grants, 

 

We have much to do this autumn and winter 
before the final documents are submitted next 
May. The precious £250k will for the first time 
allow us to take on new staff to help manage 
such a project. North Wilts has agreed to house 
these staff, and we are all confident of being 
able to pull it off. 

Essentially, all the ducks have to be in line – a 
position of readiness must be achieved in order 
to convince the Lotto panel  that the whole 8 

Partnership News 
Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &                                    

Berks Canal Partnership writes: 
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mile corridor of the Cricklade Country Way 
project and all its constituent parts are able to 
be delivered. From finance and  funding to 
planning, landownership all but secure. 

While the Canal in our Lotto partners is well 
advanced due to years of development work, 
the largest task for us is the Water Resources 
report. The Brief is ready. This will be a defin-
ing report for us, as it will cover the whole 
Canal. 

 North Wilts have just commissioned another 
consultation exercise to demonstrate Commu-
nity support – there is much to do. A new Pro-
ject Board  met at the end of September to 
oversee things, and we meet the Lotto         
managers early October to agree a way forward. 

So our team can report that since we heard the 
news mid-August, we have got off to a flyer. 
Anna and I have been hard at it. 

 

Two new faces 

 

During the summer we managed to lure two 
new faces to join us and who give us great 
strength to our corporate bow…Fleur de Rhe 
Philipe and John Laverick have been highly 
active already. Assistant Chairman of the    
Partnership and Trust respectively, they bring 
enormous experience and knowledge from the 
K & A and BW. I have enjoyed working with 
them both; they are seasoned campaigners and I 
am more convinced than ever that the Wilts & 
Berks is in safe hands. 

 

Elsewhere we expect the final Melksham re-
port in a few weeks, the draft is ready, and the 
route to the South and the K & A junction is 
known. Landowners that have been consulted 
have been quite happy. The difference now is 
they know it’s going to happen. That again was 
the significance of the Thames and Abingdon 
achievement. 

A series of further Melksham consultations is 
planned for this autumn. 

We hope to submit the new Route to the Local 
Plan process some time next Spring. 

This will mean another Junction is readying  for 
construction and another champagne moment 
beckons! 

 

There is also talk of readying matters at Lacock 
for the big push through there – the Pewsham – 
Reybridge section is looking magnificent and 
will be thirsty for more rains! 

 

Finally, the Cricklade Thames crossing report is 
well under way and we expect this to go out to 
consultation this winter. If the technical issues 
are satisfactorily addressed, this will be a kind 
of add-on to the Lotto project area. 

 

I am sure you will hear soon about the launch-
ing of an Appeal to rally behind the Trust to 
ensure it plays its full part in the Lotto fundrais-
ing. All this does cost money! And we have to 
raise the 25% match-funding for the £12m 
grant. However, we feel confident that with 
some £2m plus earmarked we are well on the 
way. There are many ways of doing this and the 
Management team will get its head together to 
oversee this shortly. All Lotto Partners will be 
preparing similar plans. 

 

Well, as the heat of this remarkable summer 
fades and the burning ambitions of the Canal 
Trust and Partners ebb just a shade at the pass-
ing of some mighty events on and off the wa-
ters, and a change of season, we gird our loins 
for the perhaps the busiest time of year at our 
desks! Others will joyfully return to those win-
ter jobs, bonfires and the unique canal com-
radeship that gathers under greying skies.  

 

                                    Chaloner Chute 
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Greetings! I was originally going to write 
about my weekend at the Saul festival 
way back in July.  I would like to say a 
huge “Thank You!” to Dave Warren and 
Jean Arran for their massive support at 
Saul. Without your help it would have 
gone even more wahoonie shaped. 
Thanks also to Brian Stovold, Tim 
Preece,  Rachael Banyard and Di 
Smurthwaite …  I leave the subject there. 

Earlier this year, whilst attending the         
Tockenham Festival, I was approached 
by a gentleman who was adamant that 
the Foxham and Lyneham branch were 
not at all “Bio-Diversity Aware” in our 
approach to the restoration of seven 
locks. I know that we have in the past put 
our plans in writing and had English  
Nature approve them. We also usually 
check things out with Wiltshire Wildlife 
trust too. As I pointed out to the         
gentleman, we are aware of the impact of 
disturbing the habitats of various       
creatures on a temporary basis. We are 
after all a Canal Trust and our raison 
d’etre (if you’ll pardon my French …) is 
to restore the canal. 

I have a rough idea of the wide range of     
wildlife on and around a canal, as some 
years ago my dog Max and I lived on a 
pair of ex-working narrow boats. This 
was just over nine months all told. Every 
day we were greeted by a varied          
collection of creatures.  

On more than one occasion, I had to 

abandon all hope of trying to hear Radio 
4 over the noise of their regular visits. 
There was also a cob swan on the 
Worcester and Birmingham canal that 
hated me with a passion. This was      
because I had been feeding him and his 
pen with my stale bread. On a Bank   
Holiday in the middle of nowhere I ran 
out of bread. After trying to get my    
attention by “knocking” on the boat, I 
opened the cabin doors. I tried to reason, 
but he took the lack of bread personally 
and flew up at my head. Luckily, I closed 
the cabin doors in time. After this, he 
would hiss and rattle his feathers if either 
Max or I were on the towpath. 

Over the last six years or so since I first 
started to work on the Wilts & Berks, I 
have noticed that there is a lack of 
younger, fitter people coming forward to 
help. This means that the majority of the 
work is done by those of us who are now 
getting a little longer in the tooth. The 
regulars on our patch are from their early 
40’s to their 70’s. Come on you younger 
people, don’t be shy! Just bring a hard 
hat, steel toe-capped boots (or wellies), a 
packed lunch and a sense of humour, and 
you will be made more than welcome. 
Seriously, just contact your local WPO 
for details—or come along and join us on 
a Sunday! (Whoops! - Phone Luke or 
Rachael first though!) 

That’s all for now, take care out there ! 

  Ken Whapples 

Ken’s Little Digs 
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there were yachts and power boats   
lying on the hard, huge car parks and a 
very large caravan and camp site we 
passed under two bridges which gave 
access to the top of the reservoir      
embankment for launching purposes. 
We passed on and soon  came to a 
quiet mooring basin to the south of the 
old Ardington Marsh Lock which was   
demolished when the reservoir was 
built, the canal had been purposely 
deepend here to enable a proper    
drainage pattern  alongside the newly 
electrified Great Western Railway, and 
to properly control the water level in  
the Sites of Scientific Interest between 
the diverted road and the railway. 

We were now approaching the new 
tunnel under the railway just as a High 
Speed Train originating in Brussels and 
running non-stop to Cardiff and then 
Fishguard for Ireland passed by. The 
noise was horrendous thank goodness 
that there are still places of peace and 
quiet along the Canal.  Gradually we 
started the climb towards Wantage. The 
first lock was a new one which brought 
us to the original level of the canal just 
below Ardington Top lock. Strange to 
relate after passing through we were on 
an embankment. This soon               
disappeared; the next bridge was Grove 
Park Road, now a substantial highway 

and forming part of the Wantage Ring 
Road connecting with the A338, A417 
and A4507 to the south. We soon came 
to Grove Bottom the first of the     
Wantage Six closely followed by Spirit 
then Smallmarsh. This was the first bit 
of really rural canal since leaving         
Abingdon. We soon lost it as we        
approached Grove Common Lock. This 
had been degated to allow the canal to 
pass under the A338. As we proceed 
towards the road tunnel the 2nd house 
on the right was a Public House in the 
original days of the canal. Next  there 
stands a curved row of  terrace houses 
where the canal has been moved over 
into the field. They to were,             
respectively a Farrier’s (blacksmith), a 
Carpenter, Lengthman and a stable and 
fodder store all used by the canal in its 
first life.  

With Grove Common Lock our days 
journey came to an end as the sun sinks 
slowly in the west the direction in 
which our bow will point tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 If you or your employers would like to sponsor (or part sponsor) Dragonfly or 
wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editor for further details.  

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Chief  Executive’s Report 
Ken Oliver 

To say that things are moving at a quite a 
pace would be an understatement.  

The opening of Jubilee Junction has 
made a very big statement about the 
Wilts & Berks  Canal to a much wider 
audience. I was delighted to see so many 
enjoying the celebration. The replica 
plaque is now firmly attached to our nar-
rowboat and I was pleased to have at last 
boated a short section of the Wilts & 
Berks. 

Thanks are due to the many who made 
the project possible – delivered on time 
and on budget- not least the volunteers 
both from the Trust and Waterways Re-
covery Group. In such a cynical age, the 
mix of all ages wanting to do something 
for the community was heart-warming. 

The news that we had made the last stage 
of the Living Landmarks Lottery project 
certainly gave me an excuse (as if it was 
needed!) to raise a glass of bubbly to the 
team. The Cricklade Country Way now 
offers a unique opportunity for the North 
Wilts canal restoration from Swindon to 
Cricklade. We will be working very hard 
with our partners to take the project to 
the winning line next May.  

The Trust is also bidding for another Lot-
tery funded scheme –Basis (Building and 
Sustaining Infrastructure Services) - if 
we are successful we will have funding 
for staffing for the project for 5 years- 
more crossing of fingers please. 

We are still progressing a number of  

reports to enable further 
restoration. At Melksham we expect the 
study of the route to be published in   
September and following consultation we 
hope to confirm the new route in the  
Local Plan early next year. At Cricklade 
the Thames crossing study will be     
completed in the autumn and the Studley 
Grange (Wootton Bassett) engineering 
report will also be completed shortly. 
Hayes Knoll Lock engineering design 
has been delayed due to planing consent 
issues, but I expect the work to be     
completed in October so we can start 
restoration work. 

As part of the Cricklade Country Way 
project we expect to commission a Water 
Resource study in September. 

In the next few months further work will 
commence to address the issue of    
crossing the A3102 at Vastern Wharf, 
Wootton Bassett and we hope to start 
work on the design of Lock  2 (Seven 
Locks) and the Bowds Lane road      
crossing. 

In Swindon we are now engaged in    
discussions with the Borough Council 
about using the central route for the 
North Wilts canal prior to commissioning 
a study to look at the costs and           
practicality of the route.  We also hope to 
hear shortly if the M4 crossing will be 
considered again as part of the Southern 
Development Area. 

In terms of practical restoration we are 
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just about to let the contract to complete 
the canal at Purton Road  Swindon. 

We are expecting (with the considerable 
help of WRG) to complete the arch of 
Steppingstones Lane bridge 
(Shrivenham) before the winter . 

Work continues at Double bridge at   
Naish Hill  and we are preparing to build 
the spill-weir at Chaddington Lane. 

Landowner negotiations are featuring as 
a major part of my work at present and 
we hope to conclude at least two more 
leases shortly. 

Finally more thanks are due  to those 
who organised the Latton Basin event. A 
very pleasant occasion to highlight an 
important heritage structure. 

Your support and continued membership 
are vital if we are to sustain this         
momentum. Please do all you can to  
support the Trust and its work. 

 

Ken Oliver 

A Date for your Diary 

 

Swindon Branch invite you to an evening of musical entertainment with  

         Swindon Concert Brass 
 

This will be held at Christchurch (Church), Old Town on  

Saturday 21st October 2006 starting at 7.30pm All profits will go towards 
the Canal Trust 

 

Tickets are available from the Swindon branch page of the trust website  

www.wbct.org.uk/concert_band.htm at £6.75 or at a discounted rate from www.wbct.org.uk/concert_band.htm at £6.75 or at a discounted rate from 
Roy Cartwright on Swindon (01793) 634907 

 

                           Members from all branches are welcome. 

 

All letters and contributions for Dragonfly 102 should be with the editor by 1st December 
2006.  E-mails should be sent to editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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shouts of “where’s your boat handling 
certificate”. Then the breathalyser    
appeared next the steersman was     
removed from the boat and one of the 
peaked caps slowly reversed the boat  
back to its mooring, the metallic voice 
rasped No 19142022 will you please 
proceed, we slowly manoeuvred into 
the channel under the eyes of every-
body in the marina, between the two 
lines of metal posts stretching into the 
distance, again that horrible voice 
rasped “stay between the posts at all 
times unless you have permission to 
moor, have a good trip the next two 
locks are for you”. We slowly got    
under way and passing large numbers 
of boats moored on the port side we 
could now see the land starting to rise 
ahead of us and entering a shallow   
cutting, we then saw a set of gates 
ahead of us slowly opening as if by 
magic, we slowed down and as we 
stopped again that voice rasped out, 
“please man your mooring lines and 
keep them tight” the water seemed to 
fill the lock instantly, “you have now 
left the River Thames Flood Plain 
Level will you please obey the traffic 
lights at the M34 Motorway Tunnel”, 
we went ahead through another lock 
and an ever deepening cutting the roar 
of traffic seemed to fill the air and a 
Red Light appeared ahead. Another 
sign said “Waiting Time 10mins” we 
moored behind another boat “been here 
long” went the conversation about 
20min, wouldn’t like to stay here   
overnight. The M34 had now been  
widened to four lanes and was mainly 
frequented by large lorries with trailers 

in tow in the distance you could see the 
glint of the vehicle roofs as they 
crawled up Gore Hill with its dual 
crawler lanes the motorway being ten 
lanes wide in total. A blast from a horn 
sounded and we had a green light, the 
boat in front of us went ahead slowly 
into the tunnel and as we followed the 
noise and vibration from the traffic was 
horrendous, eventually we emerged 
into the open air again and started 
across the new embankment over the 
River Ock floodplain, the original   
restored line alongside the motorway 
that rejoined the old line at Drayton 
lock now being used as moorings. To 
the south and ahead of us there rose the 
25m high embankment of the new 
Thames Water Reservoir atop of which 
occasionally sails appeared we were 
now getting into the narrow corridor 
between the Childrey Brook and the 
Reservoir then we entered a shallow 
rise lock near a large Barn conversion; 
the area above the lock being a large 
area of wetland habitat used to store 
water, the line of the canal was now 
gradually turning south and paralleling 
the A338, which was now a dual     
carriage-way ahead lay the sometime 
villages of  East and West Hanney both 
now a young metropolis. There was a 
notice that provisions etc may be     
obtained at the shopping centre 1.5 km 
to the west of the next lock, please 
moor above the lock. We were now 
starting to diverge from the A338 and 
heading towards the enormous Leisure 
Complex situated on the south-west 
corner of the reservoir between it and 
the re-opened Wantage Road station 
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An unusual and imaginative piece 
from Trust member Geof Austin who 
takes an imaginary canal trip on the 
Wilts & Berks of the future.  -  Ed 

 

And so it came to pass “In the year 
2022” 

On leaving Culham Lock and passing 
under the “plastic wooden” arched 
bridge we spied a notice "Entrance to 
the Wilts & Berks Canal 300m on port 
side (nautical terms had now to be used 
in deference to the European Inland 
Waterways Commission.) Beware of 
strong Currents (And Gin Boats) as we 
came to the end of Culham Cut and 
back onto the Thames proper,          
immediately ahead a large building 
with iron catwalks around it and on the 
side a large notice "Welcome to the 
Canal of the White Horses". We 
chugged along a wide channel and   
under a big arched bridge. "Slow down 
only Canal boats beyond the Marina" 
passing craft of all sizes on pontoon 
moorings, there was a notice on the 
side of a lift bridge "Narrowboat   
moorings ahead”. We came alongside a 
pontoon and then went ahead as we 
realised that the bridge was rising and a 
flashing green sign was beckoning us 
on, slowly passing into another lake 
with pontoon moorings, narrowboats of 
every length abounded immediately a 
large notice lit up “Your mooring is on 
Stage 6 number 3 from the end please 
go astern into your mooring”.   
Nearby was a large building upon stilts, 

Chandlery, Provisions, Cafeteria and 
Overnight Accommodation some    
people were no longer allowed to sleep 
aboard as the their sleeping quarters did 
not comply with the ever stricter Boat 
Safety Regulations. We heaved two 
large multiway cables aboard and   
connected them to the big inlet sockets, 
immediately a metallic voice           
announced your electricity, water,   
telephone, pumpout and computer   
services are now connected, would you 
please have your GPS serviced before 
leaving the marina as no record of your 
passage exists and you have             
insufficient fuel to reach Swindon. 
Again the voice rasped out “your GPS 
will be serviced at 0900hrs and you 
will refuel at 1015 hrs then depart    
behind Boat No 673549 at 1138hrs. If 
you miss this slot you will be here for 
another five days. 

We rushed around reprovisioning, went 
to the Chandlers and replaced a Life 
Jacket and the mooring ropes as the 
Thames Lock keepers had ordered on 
their EVI (External Visual Inspection 
at all locks). 

At 1130hrs we unplugged our          
umbilical and started the engine. Boat 
673549 appeared to be having trouble 
moving off her mooring first ahead 
then astern with her bow hitting the 
boat on the next mooring gradually she 
moved ahead going straight for the wall 
of the channel, “buuuung” as she hit 
the wall, dark sweaters and peaked 
caps appeared from nowhere loud 

A view of the Future 
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    Are you Landlocked?   

                  Want to move your boat?   

                               Wish to cruise elsewhere? 

 

   Let me tow it for you … Up to 30 feet long and two tons.  
                                       Fully Insured 

 

Contact Howard on 07831 738753 or 01963 34863 

As you probably know there have been 
recent changes in the postal rates being 
charged by Royal Mail. 

Under the new rates, Dragonfly postage 
has gone down costing 23p rather than 
37p under the old pricing structure. 

Unfortunately, not all Post Offices have 
been consistent in their new charging 
policy. 

Whilst this settles down, I would        
appreciate knowing if you have any 
problems with delivery of Dragonfly and 
postal charges. 

 

                       Ann O’Donoghue 

                       Trust Administrator 

 

Our membership has been increasing 
over the past few months. (See page 37 
for further details). 

Our membership numbers are important 
as both funders and national agencies 
take a strong interest in the public      
support for our aims. One measure of 
support is our Trust membership. 

In order to increase our membership even 
further, we are offering gift membership 
via both our website or via paper forms 
available from the membership secretary. 

If you are thinking of a gift for that    
person who is impossible to buy for  -  
what could be better ? 

 

                             Richard Bellamy 

Postal Rate Changes Gift Membership 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Vacant 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       

No report has been submitted from    
Bristol and Bath branch for this edition 
of Dragonfly. 

 

All members from the Bath and Bristol 
branch as well as those interested in its 
future role are invited to John Laverick's 
talk at Saltford Hall. The hall is located 
between Bath & Bristol.  The talk will be 
held on Thursday 2nd November 2006 

starting at 7.30 pm. (Further details can 
be found on page 34 in Dragonfly 101)  

There will also be a discussion on the 
future of Bath & Bristol Branch at this 
meeting. All are welcome. 

 

             Richard Bellamy 

 Editor 

The Bath and Bristol branch meet at Saltford Marina, Saltford at 8.00pm on the third  
Monday of each month. 

 

BATH/BRISTOL WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:  Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL        Tel 01225 830469 

 

The Bath and Bristol Branch is available for work parties on any stretch of the canal as requested. 
Please contact Tim Lunt with requests and for further information 

 

 

 If you or your employers would like to sponsor (or part sponsor) Dragonfly or 
wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editor for further details.  

 

Editor@wbct.org.ukEditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Whilst on holiday in Cornwall this    
summer I went with my husband who 
wanted to visit a model shop. We      
eventually found one just moved to The 
Cattle Market  in Liskeard. 
 

On display was a fabulous model of a 
canal boat. All the inside was replicated 
exactly, even down to dishes left on the 
draining board for washing later. The 
interior was lit with working lights and as 
it was a model boat even the lady     
steering on the stern turns and bends as 
she steers. 

(Model Dragonfly—Ann O’Donoghue) 
 

The information plaque read  “Narrow 
Canal Boat. This model was built from 
scratch using 6 photographs taken of the 
actual craft at Stratford. Photo’s were 
taken with     permission from the owner, 
who allowed me to photograph the     
interior as well. Also permission was 

given to use the crafts name 
“Dragonfly” on my model.. The length 
of the original craft was 52 feet Length, 7 
feet Beam. Rear engine etc. This model is 
built to 1 inch to the foot, making it a 
total length of 52 inches by 7 inches. 
Powered by a 12 volt motor with a 6 to 1 
gearbox driving a 3 blade brass prop 
60mm. Lights etc inside.” 
 

We were both amazed at the coincidence 
and absolutely fascinated. I explained 
about the W&BCT, the logo, and asked if 
I was allowed to take photographs for 

Dragonfly Magazine. 

Then we were told that 
the boat and control 
equipment was for sale 
to ‘a good home’      
because of ill health the 
designer builder was 
retiring from model  
sailing 
 

Needless to say     
Dragonfly now has a 
new home in  Wootton      
Bassett. Look out to see 
her on display or     
cruising the canals. 

 

I am currently trying to trace more of the 
history. If any one has any knowledge of 
the builder or the original narrow boat 
can you help by contacting me at the  
office. 
 

                   Ann O’Donoghue 

                   Trust Administrator 

Dragonfly on Dragonfly 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale work sites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

Current work sites cover Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the 
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the         
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

My thanks to all those who helped in the 
planning, bidding, negotiating some 
sticky moments, and not least building 
what was described as “A small step for 
the Thames but a huge step for the Wilts 
& Berks.” While it is always invidious to 
single out particular people I must thank 
Roy Murrell and Bob Airey for weeks of 
practical support during the construction 
phase which was invaluable. Not least 
also to my wife Janet who, although we 
live in the same house, has seen very 
little of me over the last few months as 
I’ve either been pounding the computer 
keys or out on site. A long list of DIY 
jobs awaits me! 

 

Finally three comments which reflect the 
impact we have made. From Bob Allen, 
our farmer landlord: “Two years ago I 
thought this was all pie in the sky.” and 

from his brother David, a former civil 
engineer, “I never thought you would do 
it!” (Neither apparently did lots of     
boaters who saw the state of progress on 
their way down to Beale Park.) Neil 
Rumbol, founder of the Wilts & Berks 
Amenity Group sent an e-mail this   
morning in which he says: “…what was 
achieved yesterday was of inestimable 
significance in furthering the ultimate 
success of the Trust's goal.” 

 

Martin Buckland, Project Director (East) 

 

[An aerial shot of the junction and    
winding hole can be seen on the inside 
front cover  - Ed ] 
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MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

          

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel 01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

It’s been a busy few months, lots of   
preparing for things, and a fair amount of 
real work. 

 

The biggest news is that the chamber of 
Lock 3 is finished, and Michael Knight 
admits it.  The final landscaping with 
topsoil will be done later, when we have 
some dredgings available for the        
purpose.  Dredging of each of the pounds 
between the locks will be done as a  
separate project, later on, when we’ve 
done more of the locks. 

 

Last Sunday we were doing some    
pointing in the bottom of lock 3, and 
we’ve done some brindle-block paving 
around where the ground paddle gear 
will be, at the top of the lock; so future 
boaters don’t get muddy shoes.  Thus all 
it now lacks is the paddle gear and gates, 
both of which won’t be needed for a 
while yet. 

 

Lock 3 has been a long saga – starting 
back in 1994, I believe.  Thus its       
completion is a big event.  Later this 
week I’m doing a presentation to East 
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Vale Branch about Seven Locks, so some 
of the story will be recounted…. 

(A view of the completed lock 3   
chamber —Luke Walker) 

 

As I write we are awaiting a 
decision for some landfill tax 
credit scheme funding for 
Lock 4.  We’ve had to find a 
third party to fund the 10% 
contribution required under 
this scheme.  I was pleased to 
learn from Vaughan Welch at 
the IWA National Festival that 
IWA  Restoration Committee 
has offered the necessary 
amount.  Big thanks to IWA – 
who also made a significant 
contribution to the funding of Lock 3.  
Meanwhile, I’m watching my  e-mail 
account closely (and Rachael  enquires 
regularly!) for some news about our   
application. 

 

We’ve made progress on other sites 
around the patch.  At Dauntsey the wall 
around the back of the car park now has 

the appropriate set of steps and a ramp.  
The bigger news from Dauntsey is the 

completion, by Rachael with  
professional assistance, of the 
dredging of her section eastwards 
up to the boundary with Waite 
Hill Farm.  The photographs I’m 
sending to Richard include one 
showing Lower Waite Hill Farm 
house in the background. [See 
photo below—Ed] 

 

Rachael has also been busy with 
her  machine tidying-up the 
dredgings – spreading them in 
relevant places on  adjacent 

fields.  Larry and I did some  driving of 
dumpers to move spoil to fill in an old 
ditch for Farmer Phil. 

(Newly dredged towards Waite Hill 
Farm—Luke Walker) 

 

At Foxham we’ve been pleased to      
welcome Essex WRG for a weekend.  
The work programme includes some  
remedial work on the bascule bridge.  By 
the end of Saturday most of the concrete 
we needed removed had been removed.  
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Murrell sorts out ‘Willoughby’ and I do 
all the jobs that Roy was going to do. It’s 
now 10.15 and I have to go home, 
change, collect Janet, my wife, and be at 
Culham Lock at 11.00. I make it with 14 
minutes to spare. 

 

From that point the real buzz begins 
which makes it all worth while. Peter 
Green, Mayor of Abingdon and Bill 
Hanks, Vice-chairman of Sutton      
Courtenay Parish Council, occupy the 
foredeck of ‘Jubilee’ at Culham.  We 
arrive to meet a great gathering of boats 
large and small standing off in the 
Thames around the entrance. John Salter 
of Salter’s Steamers has very generously 
provided one of his passenger boats to 
run a free trip from Abingdon Bridge and 
it is well loaded with onlookers. Warning 
hoots are given and the barbed wire is cut 
down as we cross the river and is rapidly 
hauled onto the bank. We process      
majestically along the cut towards the 
gold ribbon and are about to glide 
through and do the dual cutting when a 
shout from the press on the bank asks us 
to do a re-run for the cameras. 
‘Windrush’ becomes understandably 
confused as we suddenly reverse. The 
second take goes like clockwork and the 
ribbon is cut on the count of three by the 
two councillors. Mike Palmer and I are 
greatly moved to see seventeen WRGies 
who had worked on the project, lining 
the bank in red tee-shirts having made 
the trip from Beale Park where they were 
extremely busy taking down the Festival. 
It was also an excellent publicity moment 
for volunteer input. 

 

 

James Openshaw, who had been asked to 
steer ‘Jubilee’ at the very last minute 
then made an excellent turn in the    
winding hole and we come out passing 
the rest of the flotilla coming in. (James 
had also very generously given the 
WRGies a long boat trip on his narrow-
boat on the Kennet and Avon.) It was 
then upstream past a great variety of 
boats powered by all sorts of energy  
including muscle, to the Abingdon     
Marina. A short walk or WRG bus ride to 
the Rugby Club where we were          
welcomed by the music of ‘Keepers 
Lock’ canal folk duo, Susie and John. A 
stunning display of the work and 
achievements of the Trust had been    
prepared by Jan Flanagan and her team. 
The centrepiece was an aerial shot taken 
on Saturday by a friend of WRGie Taz, 
e-mailed to me Tuesday morning,      
forwarded to John Minns who that night 
produced the tenth of a series of large 
posters which he delivered that morning. 
Another ‘just in time’ to demonstrate 
how the members can rise to a challenge. 

 

The next couple of hours were spent    
eating the excellent spread arranged by 
Priscilla Frost and talking to our invited 
guests. Nearly one hundred attended with 
some notable appearances by leaders of 
councils, other statutory bodies and our 
local MP, Evan Harris, former shadow 
Health Minister and Science Committee 
member. These are the people to whom 
we needed to demonstrate that the terms 
volunteer and amateur do not mean an 
inability to deliver high quality strategic 
projects. Not only were we ‘just in time’ 
but ‘fast track’ and ‘on budget’ to quote 
two other management speak terms. 
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wildlife. The pump is moved to a posi-
tion where it can draw water from a lake, 
an abstraction licence from the Thames 
cannot be granted because of the drought, 
and the canal is filled in eight-and-a-half 
hours. Cain Bio-Engineering now arrives 
to install the water vole-friendly soft 
banking. 

 

On Wednesday 23 August the levels in 
the cut and the Thames are equal and 
news of the breakthrough is e-mailed and 
phoned around the area. BBC TV arrive 
for a second visit and Roy Murrell and I 
dig out the final few inches of soil     
separating the waters in the shadow of 
the twenty-one tonner and our own    
diminutive ‘Blue’ excavator driven by 
Bob Airey. After a symbolic handshake 
across the gap the diggers get stuck in, 
‘Blue’ allowing Tiggy’s machine to take 
out the final few metres. He topsoils the 
site and at last the awful clay, so firm 
when dry but glutinous when wet, is  
covered over. A great pity that most of 
his superb work is now invisible         
underwater. (This was also the day I fell 
in the Thames but that’s another story.) 
 

There are now just seven days to go but 
we are all off to Beale Park for four days 
to do various things at the Festival, me to 
do a couple of presentations on how to 
dig a canal oddly enough. Now that the 
water is in we follow Tiggy around the 
site putting in the cattle fences along the 
boundaries. Tiggy offers to push our 
fence posts in; there are twenty seven of 
them.  Trust members Keith and       
Maureen Walker arrive in their narrow-
boat ‘Willoughby’ and Keith and I lay 
out the posts in their exact positions. We 

are in place at 0730 the next morning and 
it takes us exactly 9 minutes to push all 
the posts in! (Normally a backbreaking 
day’s work for a team of four with a post 
bonker – as the WRGies will testify!) A 
splendid example of volunteers and   
contractors working together. It was also 
demonstrated throughout the month that 
volunteers and contractors can operate 
successfully on the same site 

 

It is now Thursday and we have two 
working days to go. Another cattle fence 
and a post and rail fence go up in record 
time on Friday and I depart for Beale 
Park arriving at 19.30, just in time for the 
evening meal. The East Vale crew are 
still working and virtually all the        
essential work is completed. The six 
weeks contingency time has shrunk to 
twenty-four hours and we don’t intend 
working on the Tuesday. However,    
rumours at Beale suggest that certain 
parties are going to try to have an       
unofficial ‘first down the cut’ under the 
barbed wire and plastic fence we have 
slung across the entrance so                
arrangements are made for it to be      
removed moments before the IWA     
narrowboat ‘Jubilee’ enters from the  
Culham Cut opposite. 

 

I resolve not to do anything on the 
Wednesday day of opening but late  
Tuesday BBC Radio Oxford ring and ask 
if I can do an 08.00 outside broadcast on 
site. (I did it in my pyjamas from home 
last time but the radio car is all lined up 
ready.) I duly turn up but the Thames has 
gone down six inches with all those boats 
coming back from the National and 
Keith’s boat is sitting on the bottom. Roy 
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On Sunday, the reinstatement was done, 
so when we remove the formwork, next 
weekend, the new concrete won’t stop 
the bridge deck being raised when the 
weather is hot and the steel expands….  
We’ve also done some repairs to the deck 
of the timber lift bridge so that the cows 
can cross safely.   

 

I didn’t want to close the steel bridge to 
traffic before the timber bridge was    
repaired, so the bank holiday Monday 
saw work continuing rather later into the 
evening than I’d planned, to get the job 
completed. 

 

                                 Luke Walker 

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

 

Our work programme for the coming months will mostly be at Foxham, unless the 
funding arrives for Lock 4, and the weather is good enough for bricklaying there.  
Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or visit a work party. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Jenny Stratton,   35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                *01793 850310 

                                                                                                                                  07818 450651 
Secretary:     Vacant 

We have spent a lot of time battling with 
the grass and have just about kept it un-
der control.  When we recently installed 
our new track we laid a water pipe for 
use at the spill weir site. The problem 
was that because we have changed the 
nature of the landscape around our    
compound area so much we weren’t too 
sure where the pipe ran.  A consensus of 
opinion came up with numerous options 
so we thought we could try the ancient 
art of dowsing to locate the water pipe.  

The result was an area littered with mark-
ers so we dug in the area where the mark-
ers were closest   together.  The result 
was …..nothing, not a trace of the pipe.  
So we moved closer to where we knew 
the pipe ran under the wing walls and 
eventually found it, a long way from our 
markers.  We then dug a trench to lay the 
new pipe and join it to the old.  We must 
practice our  dowsing a lot more but it 
did provide a lot of light relief and hu-
mour on the day.  
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We have been preparing our new       
container for use, stripping out the     
cabling and electrics and installing   
shelving.  We have a replacement lock 
on its way so will be able to make room 
in the caravan shortly.   
On a more serious note, we had been 
waiting to complete the lease              
arrangements on the site of the proposed 
spillway.  We were under threat of losing 
our funding for the project and were 
working to a strict deadline to resolve the 
concerns of the landowner.  Various  
people had been working feverishly over 
a long period to sort out what had       
initially seemed to a straightforward  
issue but had become very difficult.  
Thankfully everything was resolved at 
the last minute and we must thank all 
those involved in bringing things to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  This is a good 
example of the work that goes on behind 
the scenes of which most people are   
unaware.  Indeed, most of the projects on 
which we embark are preceded by 
months of fundraising, negotiating,   
planning, obtaining permissions and so 
on.  Fortunately we have people who are 
prepared to undertake these seemingly 
thankless but absolutely essential tasks.  
The spill weir lease covers the area for 
the spill weir, the hazel coppice we 
planted some years ago and an odd 

shaped piece of land on the east side of 
the lane.  Once the lease came into effect 
we started to clear the site of tree stumps 
and scrub and to run a track to the lane 
for future dumper access.  The first task 
was to use brush cutters to remove the 
five foot high scrub which covered the 
site.  Then we needed to remove scores 
of tree stumps and scrape the topsoil off 
the site. To do this we hired an excavator 
and large dumper for three days and 
managed to clear all we wanted.  This 
enabled us to see what was what so we 
can plan exactly how we will proceed.  
We had thought we may have to lose 
some of our hazel coppice but hopefully 
this will not be the case.  Indeed, we 
were surprised how the hazel had grown, 
the fifty trees we planted seem to have 
developed into a forest.  Some of the  
hazel will need to be coppiced this winter 
so we will have to find some time for 
hedge laying!  It seems we will have 
plenty to do for the next few months and 
we hope to start a weekend work party at 
some point.  Anyone interested in the 
midweek or weekend work party will be 
very welcome.  No prior skills are 
needed and it’s not all heavy and mucky 
work.  Please contact me if you are    
interested. 
                                   John Bower  

 

Summer activities started with Members 
gathering for a Midsummer towpath 
walk. Unfortunately lousy weather in the 
day put off many folk who had intended 
to come, so it was only a few stalwarts.  
 

However on Sunday 23rd July there was a 
lot of activity at Templars Firs in    
Wootton Bassett.  

Highworth Canoe Club had people of all 
ages trying out paddling, either in one or 
two person kayaks, or in one of two   
Canadian canoes. The general view as 
people disembarked was that it was 
“lovely”. We are grateful to the Canoe 
Club for braving our short weedy section 
when they are used to the clear waters at 
Bowmoor Lake, near Lechlade.  
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survey we did in November. Urgent call 
to the ecologist who carries out the    
survey two days later, (normally two 
weeks notice is considered polite) and 
the voles are still safely not in our patch. 

 

Then it’s WRGies week two and we get 
stuck into some serious wheelchair ramp 
building to get one metre up to the    
Peep-o-Day Lane footpath over a length 
of 36 metres. (What? You need another 
12 tonne load of  poo? as WRGies call 
subsoil.) A lot more fencing, towpath 
excavation and filling with road planings 
and vibro-rolling afterwards. During 
these two camps around fifteen WRGies 
got their ‘tickets’ to drive various pieces 
of construction plant. BBC TV came and 
did some interviews in preparation for 
their coverage of the Grand Opening on 
30 August. Radio Oxford also asked for 
an input into their breakfast programme. 

(Earth moving begins—Martin     
Buckland) 

Then follows a couple of weeks with 
intensive East Vale work parties; mainly 
the retired four or five who can make it 
during the week. August arrives but the 
final contract with our funder WREN 

still needs some sorting out due to the 
cost of the project having fallen by more 
than 20% which triggers the variance 
procedure for approving the grant.      
Finally the contract is signed and it’s a 
phone call to White Horse Contractors, 
who are only three miles away, and it’s 
Go! for them. A twenty-one tonne digger 
and a twelve tonne dumper arrive and the 
earth begins to move. 

The watching brief archaeologist also 
arrives to oversee what comes out of the 
ground. He gives a coffee-break talk to 
the WRGies about why they need to see 
what is under the grass and how it helps 
to build up a complete picture of the area. 
Where the winding hole is dug out a 
layer of peaty silt is found about eighteen 
inches down which turns out to be where 
the Thames was in the Sixteenth Century. 
At full canal depth another layer is found 
but this time there is no pottery to date it 

but it shows that the Thames 
has moved around the flood 
plain over the centuries. A 
goat bell and a small, as yet            
unidentified, token or coin 
were found together with the 
usual range of pottery. The 
presence of an ancient pond is 
also revealed. 

 

The third WRG party arrives 
finishing fences, hanging 
gates and laying more tow-

path. White Horse work proceeds apace 
and soon only a thin dam is left between 
the dry excavation and the Thames. The 
dewatering pump is turned off and as the 
water rises and a kingfisher moves in to 
view his new fishing ground. Proof, if 
ever it was needed, that canals attract 
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EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

Just in time – twice, at least. The story of 
Jubilee Junction at Abingdon 

 

The Jubilee Junction having been      
completed with 24 hours to spare I get an     
e-mail reminding me that the Dragonfly 
deadline is tomorrow. I write this to the 
day one year after I took early retirement. 
“What will you be doing then?” my    
former colleagues asked? “Oh, probably 
a bit more work for the canal Trust.” I 
say. If only I had known. 

 

On 1 July 2005 there was an e-mail    
suggesting that there might be some   
serious cash waiting to fund a 
‘significant canal project’. A bid is     
rapidly written and we are successful, 
hearing the result in November 2005.  
The grant is from the Inland Waterways 
Association (IWA) to celebrate their  
Diamond Jubilee. Therefore an opening 
date of 30 August 2006 is set, being two 
days after the National Waterways      
Festival which is being held a few miles 
downstream at Beale Park near        
Pangbourne. A condition is that we raise 
an approximately equal amount from 
other funders so three more bids are  
written. WREN Landfill Tax agrees to 
fund us and the Vale of White Horse  
provide the 11% matching funding.    
Aggregates Levy like the scheme but 
have no cash and are further cut when 
DEFRA merges with English Nature to 
form Natural England. Thames Water 
also funds our various necessary surveys 
and reports. Significant volunteer value 

is also expected from the Waterway   
Recovery Group. 

 

Fourteen months later we open Britain’s 
newest canal, albeit only 150 yards of it. 
Twelve of those months were spent    
filling five lever arch files with        
documents, submissions, reports and  
calculations both physical and financial. 
The last two months were spent getting 
up at an unseemly early hour (I am best 
at night) to be around with the three   
Waterway Recovery Groups (WRGies) 
and later with Tiggy, the digger driver 
from White Horse Contractors. Work in 
February 2006 involves taking out trees 
and bushes before the nesting season and 
in June there is some heavy scrub-
bashing to help the expected WRGies 
out. 

 

A couple more cliff-hangers, 18 WRGies 
waiting to go on 1 July and Planning  
Permission due on the Monday           
afternoon. Not too bad, but, because of 
the significant nature of the project the 
Plan goes to the Chair of Planning rather 
than the Officer delegation.  A bit of a 
compliment but we don’t get the OK till 
Thursday afternoon but we have       
managed to keep everyone occupied  
doing preparation work before starting on 
the towpath alongside the fishing lake. 
We discover that the Planning            
Permission has a condition which states 
we must do another water vole survey in 
case they have swum into our area from 
the other side of the Thames since the 

17 

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
reconstruction of Chaddington Lock and the construction of a tail-bridge. 

(Canoes on the water— Jenny Stratton) 

 

The weather was lovely after the storms 
the previous day and many people had 
come out for a walk. They were able to 
visit the Canal Trust’s display tent, or 
join the towpath walk to Chaddington 
Lock. Those on the walk saw the family 
of swans with 6 cygnets, who were  
keeping out of the way of the canoes. 
(Sadly one of the cygnets disappeared in 
the day on August 3rd). Thanks to those 
who helped with the day, especially 

John, who walked about 5 
miles mowing the paths. 
 

We had the display tent 
back again on August 6th for 
the Wootton Bassett High 
Street Festival. A good 
many people had seen    
recent coverage in the    
Evening Advertiser about 
Swindon Borough Council’s 
raised interest in the Canal 
so there was a good positive 
feeling. 
 

Two days later another band 
of volunteers stuffed and stamped a lot of 
envelopes to send out Dragonfly 101. 

On the strategic front an engineering 
study is being done by White Young and 
Green, looking at the route from      
Chaddington Lane, past the landfill site. 
When that is completed we will be able 
to firm up plans in that area – ready to 
join up with the Front Garden!  

 

        Jenny Stratton 
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I really don’t know what they are looking 
so pleased about?  

(The restored River Key Aqueduct—      
Dave Warren) 

 

It took them all of 5 years from 
a collapsed wall face to seeing 
the whole of the towpath wall 
side in its finished state, first 
time for a 100 years. 

 Since this photo was taken the  
road wall to the left of the face 
has now been cleared of all net-
tles, blackberry bushes,  tree 
roots, etc and has been repaired 
and re-pointed. All restoration 
equipment such as scaffolding, 
sheet piles used for the coffer dams and 
clay bags have now been removed from 

the River Key and it is now running 
clear. This completes the restoration of 

this aqueduct. 

At the time of writing this 
report we have such a lot 
of rain the river height is 
just below the roof of the 
culverts and  running very 
fast. White water rafting 
has been suggested to raise 
more funds. 

The Environment Agency  
who provided most of the 
funds for equipment and  
materials, etc are to be  
invited to view and inspect 
the completed structure. 
The local farmer Mr P 

Baker who uses the aqueduct to reach 
parts of his farm and nearby residents 

(Cricklade BBQ—Dave Warren) 

CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Dave Warren                             01249 819640 

Secretary:  Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG       01793 750335 
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Too complex to repeat here – even if I 
understood it all!  Then there was the 
accommodation to sort out – and the  
finance - and the  on-site politics - and 
the method statements - and the risk   
assessments – and the endless other   
paperwork and the large Ash tree blown 
down across the 
cemetery path and 
the park grass and 
the - and the  --- 
and the -----!  You 
must have got the 
message by now --- 
we’ve been busy – 
also we really could 
do with more help! 

I shouldn’t really 
single out any one  
person from the 
branch for praise, 
(or indeed from 
elsewhere as we 
have had greatly 
appreciated help from all over)  

– BUT without the superb efforts of our 
WPO, Chris Forward, it would just NOT 
have happened. Anyway - well done  
everyone. Press on – a long way to go 
yet! 

 

Yours exhausted, and I, mostly, only 
watched --- 

Alan Norris 

Branch Chairman 

 

 

Ps Extract from a letter received from 
the lady who looks after the village hall –  

 

(WRG volunteers made a great       
impression— Alan Norris) 

 

“I would like you to thank the workers of 
the canal trust for leaving the hall so 
clean, they were some very nice people --
- again Thank You” 

Another pat on the back for WRG! 

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 
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Busy! Busy or what, things have been 
hectic here with everything and everyone 
concentrating their efforts on            
Steppingstone Bridge. As you will     
remember we were expecting two week 
long summer camps from WRG in     
August, well they have been and what 
progress  - and they 
are to return again 
soon, - and what a 
superb job they are 
doing. We couldn’t 
do it without them! 

But what a logistics 
nightmare! It really 
pushed our small 
branch to its limits 
but it was worth it. 
Too long a tale to 
repeat here so just a 
list of the heavier 
stuff that needed to 
be hauled to site 
down a half-mile long country bridleway, 
but it is, after all, downhill! 

Bridge formers – steel – span 19ft  – 9 ft 
high – 130Kgs each – 20 off 

Timber – 4.6 M by 80 mm by 50mm 140 

off  Ply sheets 8 ft by 4 ft   14 off 

Sand – 20 tonnes, Cement  - 2 tonnes, 
Lime - 1 tonne. Bricks engineering - 
6000 Scaffold tubes and planks. Lots of 

Pumps, hydraulic breakers, generators 
and cement mixers.                             

(Steppingstones Bridge under          
reconstruction— Alan Norris) 

Then there was all the setting out to do –I 
didn’t realise that restoring a small,    
simple bridge could be so complex–   
believe me it is!  

WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:   

 Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month. The branch AGM will take place on June 15th 2004, 7.30pm followed by our 
usual meeting 
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL 

Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. 

who had a concern re flooding are to be 
notified and shown around if 
required. 

The next two activities was to 
thank the volunteers who have 
put so many  unpaid hours into 
this   project. Over 13500  

hours of work in total, 7500 
hours on site normally on a 
Sunday. A considerable 
amount underground          
removing over a 100 tons of 
wet silt, bricks which were   
re-claimed and used again, old 
pieces of cars, bikes and beds, 
etc and of course the few 
pieces of WW11 articles including     
helmets, lorry blackout light covers and 
the odd live rocket which had to be 
blown up.  

One activity was to provide a BBQ for 
all of the remaining volunteers and the 
other was to present a bunch of flowers 
to three lovely ladies Denise Giles, Sue 
and Hilary Sharman who have supported 
and helped during this period  

 

                        Dave Warren    

 

(A floral tribute to our volunteers— 
Dave Warren) 

 

[ Sincere apologies to the branch for the      
omission of the previous Cricklade 
Branch report from Dragonfly 101. This 
was due to an e-mail failure.— Ed]  
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So many big things are happening in 
Swindon at this time that it is very easy to 
forget the day to day work of the Branch. 

We have the ongoing discussion about 
the M4 tunnel with Wichelstowe (that’s 
the front garden to you and me). 

We have the Cricklade Country Way  
lottery bid for the North Wilts Canal,  
Moredon  to Cricklade  with our Partners 
valued at over £12 million 

Plus we now have the Swindon Council 
doing a survey to find out the feasibility 
of using all or part of the old route 
through the town centre in its regenera-
tion plans. 

But we have to keep our minds on the 
Branch and its work. 

The narrow boat ( Jubilee ) which we had 
in Canal Walk in July is still generating 
interest and comments from people that 
we talk to. 

We have had over 40 write up’s in the 
local press in the last 3 months and since 
the beginning of August another 10 have 
appeared. 

This level of publicity is very important 
as it keeps us continuously in the public 
eye at a very crucial time. The £5,000 
that we were given by the Swindon Char-
ity Ball is now being spent on Kingshill 
and Moredon to make both places more 
people friendly and improve the environ-
ment. 

More on this and pictures in the next edi-
tion we hope. 

The work parties are out most weekends 
battling with the weeds but the Council 
have now put the Weevils in the Canal to 
eat the Azolla so we might be getting 
somewhere now. 

Our old boat Pioneer  has now been burnt 
up and has gone to Valhalla, ( the great 
hall where heroes dwell eternally). 

Ron the Trust’s Brickie gave us his old 
boat which was also past it’s sell by 
date,We towed it down to Westleaze,    

tilted it slightly to one side just near the 
bridge, Painted it Trust colours, and 
planted it up, so that next year there will 
be a riot of flowers  at Rons Bridge 
( sorry slip of the pen Beavens Bridge ). 

We have rebuilt the compound and fixed 
up the cowshed that we call our store-
room. 

We still have about 16 leaks to fix and so 
far we have caught none of the Mink that 
have been spotted in the area. 

I gave a conducted walk through Swin-
don for the Motor Neurone Disease Fund 
which everyone said they enjoyed      
immensely. 

Using Jan’s collection of old pictures and 
Keith’s old history notes we all had a 
great time. 

One of the ladies on the walk said she 
had lived in Swindon all her life and did 
not know the canal was back in water in 
places, So maybe we still have some 
publicizing  to do. 

At 7am on a Saturday morning the guys 
from West Vale Branch turned up to  

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel  01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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collect the formers that we 
used to build Beavens 
Bridge with. 

They are going to use them 
in the rebuilding of Step-
pingstone Bridge. 

I followed the lorry that 
E.M.R. ( that’s Coopers to 
you and me) sent to pick up 
the formers but as they still 
stood well above the top of 
the lorry it could not go un-
der Acorn Bridge so we 
went on the back roads. 

I stopped 5 times to pick up branches that 
it scythed down from overhanging trees 
and when it arrived and the back was 
opened it looked like the Eden Project 
inside the back of the lorry. 

Never mind this was once again an ex-
ample of branches working together for 
the overall concept of the canal ( 9 
branches but just one Canal ). 

In August Henry Smith, (Swindon’s Ex 
Branch Chairman ) was invited to the 
Brunel Centre where he received a cer-
tificate from the Community Star Awards 
for all the work that he has done for the 
Canal in Swindon especially the 
Westleaze Millennium Project which 
restored about a mile of Canal from   
Kingshill to Mill Lane. Well done Henry 
you of all people deserve that accolade. 

 

Finally as many of us that could made 

(Former branch Chair Henry Smith 
receiving a Community Star award— 

Ken Oliver) 

our way to Abingdon on  Wednesday 30th 
for the Grand Opening of the Jubilee 
Junction which I am sure they will want 
to tell us all about 

It may be East Vales patch but we all felt 
like it belonged to us on that day. 

This was what we have all been working 
towards for so long. 

Thanks to Vic Miller for giving me a ride 
on his boat so that I could also say that I 
was one of the first people to travel on 
the Wilts & Berks Canal for over one 
hundred years. 

  

                                                                   
Roy Cartwright                                                                        
Chairman  Swindon Branch.  

 

All letters and contributions for Dragonfly 102 should be with the editor by 1st December 
2006.  E-mails should be sent to editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 


