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Trust Officials 

Chairman John Laverick, Springfield House, Mani Street, Keevil, Wilts. BA14 6LU                 * 01380 870432 

Vice Chair Allan Norris,Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL                  *01793 783024 

                   Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                                    * 07979 862195 

General Secretary  Vacant 

Treasurer/Co Sec. Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG                    *01793 771548 

IWA Rep: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge KT13 8DH                                                 * 01932 855899 
 

Chief Executive: Ken Oliver, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU                        *08452268567 

Administrator: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 7AU                      *0845 2268567 
 

Project Director—Central Ken Oliver (details above) 

Project Director—East Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP                         *01235 204115 

Project Director—North (See Luke Walker Vice Chair entry above) 

Projects Director—West Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde SN10 1SS                  *01380 828254 

Work Parties Director 

       Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB                       *01249 892289 

Engineering Director—Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon SN3 1HP                       *01793 534404 

Wildlife & Environment Team Director 

                 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                        *01793 850310 

WRGrep/Technical Ops. George Eycott, 36 Grange Ct, Boundary Rd, Newbury RG14 7PH        *01635 569449 

Director:  Peter Smith 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7EL                        *01793 636597 

Engineering: Alistair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell St, Cirencester, GL7 2BQ                                      * 01285 652006 

Health & Safety: Simon Rosser                                                                                                       * 07768 917128 
 

Landowner Liaison Director Jenny Stratton (see Wildlife & Environment above) 

Liaison/Swindon Branch Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator) 

Oxfordshire CC & Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 

             Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage OX12 7DN                                                     * 01235 762555 

Comms Dir./Website  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB             *07973 172202 

Events Dir. Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 1NN                                              *01793 523048 

Membership Director 

             Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Ave, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0SJ                                 * 01708 342036 

Archivist Doug Small, 8 Raymond Rd, Maidenhead SL6 6DF                                                         *01628 544666 

Sales Admin. Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road SN4 7EL                                                         *01793 636596 
 

Fundraising Director  Martin Buckland (See Project Director East) 

Corporate Membership (Swindon) Harry Bromley, Broome Manor, Swindon 
 

Council of Management. The names of members are underlined above 
 

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address in the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings).firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings). 
 

Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership 

Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, Chippenham SN15 1ER                                     *01249 706494 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2007 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Roger Crapper 

 

Office Tel. Number   TEL: 0845 226 8567 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER: The canal in water at Wootton Bassett  

PHOTOGRAPHER: Richard Bellamy 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST      
PATRON:  H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL IN WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

THROUGH  EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU  
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DRAGONFLY 104 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid April, 2007 

Please send articles and reports for    
inclusion by  1st March 2007 

E-mail to: Richrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.ukRichrd.Bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail ‘richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                         Tel 07973 172202     

It was only during the drafting of this 
edition of Dragonfly that I was reminded 
I have been editor for two years. I should 
take the opportunity to thank everyone 
who has assisted me with reports over 
this period. Although this period has 
flown by, it does make me realise the 
scale of the work done by my immediate 
predecessor who did eight years! 

Whilst I’m in reflective mood, I suppose 
it’s the time of year that brings on a little 
nostalgia. That and the fact that I was 
working on the back editions of       
Dragonfly made me wonder how        
previous editors had managed the arrival 
of a New Year? 

Perhaps I should have guessed that they 
were as prone to retrospectives as me. 
The only difference was that their      
editorials were looking forward to events 
seen as ambitions in their future, such as 
the restoration of Beavans bridge, double 
bridge and the new junction with the 
River Thames. Reading those items now, 
it’s amazing to think that all of them 
have been completed. With this rate of 
progress the restoration of the route must 
surely be a reality. 

The collective imagination also seems to 
have been stirred by the last few months. 
Judging by the record number of letters 
received since October there is a real 
sense of urgency and willingness to get 

stuck into all aspects of the project. 
Thank you for those who have written to 
me recently, your thoughts, comments 
and suggestions are always welcome. 

 

Finally, let’s hope the coming twelve 
months are as constructive as the last 
year.  I was struck by a meeting with a 
member from Wootton Bassett who told 
me how rewarding this years work with 
the branch has been. She had been a 
member for some years but only recently 
“joined in”  -  If that sounds familiar and 
you think you could help you branch, the 
answer is simple. Simply give the branch 
(or office) a call and I’m sure you’ll be 
made more than welcome. 

 

                             Richard Bellamy 

                           Dragonfly Editor 
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Mr & Mrs J Richards  Bath  

R & A Ashcroft  Wootton Bassett 

P & G Appleby  Grove   

B & A Phillips  Chippenham 

Ms C Hill  Blewbury, Didcot   

Mr S Walls   Wootton Bassett 

Andrew Chandler  Grove   

Mr & Mrs M Pringle  Swindon 

Mr R Hulett  Aylesbury, Bucks  

Dr & Mrs R Peacock  Abingdon 

Mr I Prideaux  Wootton Bassett  

Mr D Harle  Netley, Hants 

Mrs M P Gay  Abingdon   

Mr M Heading  Wantage 

Mr & Mrs J Howe Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon  

Mr & Mrs R C Bowman Hoddesdon, 
Herts 

Mr S Chester  Little Somerford,       
Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs Saunders  Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex 

Mr A Parsons & Ms G Adams  Swindon 

Mr A Screen  New Mills, Derbyshire 

R & S Pracy  Haydon Wick, Swindon 

Mr & Mrs T Jones  Kettering, Northants 

Mr & Mrs R Phillipps  Buckland,  

Faringdon 

Mr & Mrs K Westcar  Ontario,Devon 

Mr J C G Hastings  Charlcutt, Calne 

Mrs L Ormerod  New Barnet, Herts 

R & J Wilkins  Shepton Mallet, Somerset    

Mr & Mrs S Paine  Stratton, Swindon 

Mr & Mrs B Hughes Exmouth, Devon 

Mr D R Seymour & family  Windsor 

Mr A Mann-Gladwin  Drayton,  

Abingdon 

Mr & Mrs R Palmer  Weston-Super-
Mare 

Mr G K Belcher  Ardington, Wantage 

Ms H Shepherd & Mr P Morrison   

Quemerford, Calne 

P & J Stubbs  Stanford in the Vale, 

 

 

 

 

 

Total membership 
1993 

(26/11/06) 

A Record! Thank you to everyone who 
heeded the call to recruit new members!  
Many joined via the very successful Gift 
Membership scheme. If you wish to send 
a gift, simply print a form from the web 
or send a membership form or letter 
marked ‘Gift Membership donated by…’  
and include a cheque and your name and 
address, to the Membership Secretary 
(Banker’s Order also obtainable from 
him). 

Pete Boyce. Many will remember Pete as 
a founder member of the W&B Canal 
Amenity Group/Trust. He has been 
awarded the Richard Bird Medal by IWA 
‘for a member of IWA whose   efforts 
and support are considered to have 
brought significant benefit to the Asso-
ciation over a sustained period’.           
He is currently the cruise organiser of 
Solent & Arun Branch. 

                                         Chris Toms  
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms 

Welcome to the following 153 new members and Friends of the Canal  
 

Mr T King  Calne   Mr B Branker  Abingdon 

Mr D Broadbent  Abingdon  Mr A Fletcher  Verwood, Dorset 

Mr I Flanders  Abingdon   Mr & Mrs D Free  Witney, Oxon 

Mr D C Davy  Calstock, Cornwall  Mr S Rosser  Twyford, Berks 

Ms C Morgan  Wootton Bassett   Mr P Perry  Braintree, Essex 

Mr & Mrs T Gardiner  Swindon   Mr M Revell  Carterton, Oxon 

Mr D E J Robins  Swindon  L F Clark  Doncaster 

A & D Smith  Chorley, Lancs  P & P Curtis  Pangbourne 

Mr B Butcher  Reading    Mrs E Ward  Walsall 

A J Tye  Calne    Mr & Mrs P Ryding  Didcot 

Mr A Ward  Nottingham   Ms A Ford  Abingdon 

Mr M Leitch  Chippenham  Mr R Martin  Marlborough 

Mrs E Pobjoy  Swindon   Mr & Mrs D Simpson  Swindon 

Mr & Mrs J Swift  Calcot, Berks  Ms A Fawell  Postcombe, Oxon 

Mr J Arnott  Reading   A & M Roberts  Chippenham  

Mr P Holloway  Abingdon  Mr R P Elson  Bourton, Swindon 

Mr & Mrs C Grey  Leominster Mr & Mrs I Denham  Bristol 

Mr & Mrs M Lee  Corston, Bath  Mr & Mrs D Crampton  Calne 

Mr G McCowie  Lingfield, Surrey Ms S Seldon  Carterton, Oxon 

Mr K H Odle  Surbiton, Surrey  Ms S Moyers  Pewsham 

Mr & Mrs D Le Gresley  Swindon Mr & Mrs A Taylor  Marlborough 

Mr & Mrs E J Lines  Reading  Mr & Mrs J Searle  Glastonbury 

Mr & Mrs G Ellis  Melksham  Mr & Mrs F Dawes  Faringdon 

Mr K Johnson  Wantage   M & B Goodland  Shrivenham 

Mr W Cocks  Swindon   C Steward  Pewsham 

P H & M A Phillips  Chippenham  G & R Wheeler  Chippenham 

Mr & Mrs J Surman  Witney               Ms J Richards  Bath 
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As 2006 draws to a close we can all   
reflect with a huge degree of satisfaction 
on just what has been achieved in the 
past year. All of the detail is contained 
within Ken’s report that follows.        
Significantly these achievements have 
received real endorsement by the        
gracious act of HRH in taking up the role 
of our Patron and by very positive      
discussions recently held with Derek 
Cochrane the Regeneration Director of 
British Waterways.  

 

Derek visited our Waterway in October, 
expressing great interest and delight at 
what had been achieved, how well we 
had done so far in our lottery bid, and 
how our project is now viewed with a 
great deal of seriousness by BW who see 
our connecting routes as so important to 
the development of leisure waterways in 
the south of England. Following his visit, 
Derek has invited the Trust to participate 
in a Workshop to explore the use of   
volunteers throughout the nations       
waterways 

 

By invitation of the Waterways Trust, I 
attended their AGM in November. It is 
good to know that we are on their radar 
and I will work at maintaining close  
contact. Now that significant lengths of 
our Waterway are coming back into   
water we have to give thought to       
navigation management and to this end I 
have approached AINA, The Association 

of Inland Navigation Authorities, and 
they have agreed to admit the Trust as an 
Associate Member. This will be so useful 
in learning from the experience of others 
and sharing knowledge of navigation 
matters. The disjointed lengths of our 
waterway are already of interest to     
canoeists and to promote use by this type 
of craft agreement has been reached by 
the Cricklade Country Way Partnership 
and the wider W&BCT Partnership to 
open discussions with the British Canoe 
Union.  

 

This month I met with the Chairman and 
Trustees of our principal CCW partner, 
the Swindon & Cricklade Railway. Their 
enthusiasm matches our own for the   
project and if enthusiasm alone were 
enough, then we will be building the 
Country Way over the next five or so 
years. We of course realise that          
enthusiasm on its own is not sufficient to 
persuade the Lottery authorities to award 
millions of pounds to our cause. Much 
has to be done in the coming months but 
we have a very strong team in place to 
pull all of these efforts together.  

 

May I end by wishing all Trust members 
and their families a very Happy       
Christmas and a successful New Year.  

 

                                                                                                                

                                 John Laverick. 

Chairman’s Report 
John Laverick 
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Inevitably as a New Year starts it is   
impossible not to reflect on the past 
twelve months and look forward to 2007. 

My thoughts start from where we were in 
January 2006 celebrating the award of 
the IWA Jubilee project and drawing 
breath after the frantic activity to meet 
the deadline for the Living Landmarks 
Lottery application. In the intervening 
months we have constructed the Jubilee 
Junction and successfully got to the final 
stages of the process to hopefully get 
Lotto Lucky and receive a grant of 
£12.8m. If you add to this all the many 
projects and plans (many of which have 
been made possible by the funding of my 
post as Chief Executive for the Trust), 
then  I think the end year report should  
say progress has been more than          
satisfactory, certainly not easy, but plenty 
more to do. 

Picking highlights from the year is      
difficult -how do you rate the excitement 
in turning our narrowboat Jupiter from 
the Thames onto the Wilts & Berks canal 
for the first time, against  the phone call 
in August telling me we had been short 
listed for the Lottery Grant? The prospect 
of the canal coming back to Swindon 
town centre? Our Royal Patronage ?  
Perhaps the inspiration generated by  
listening to the enthusiasm and passion 
for the project at a Trust event? 

A resolution is much easier- More canal 
restoration this year than last!  

 

Currently we are once 
again very busy using £250k              
development grant  to deliver a business 
and project execution plan for the    
Cricklade Country Way. (Can I remind 
you please to visit the web site and add 
your comments about the project – your 
support is very important  
www.crickladecountryway.org.uk).www.crickladecountryway.org.uk). 

Work planning and negotiating is going 
on all the time but during the next year I 
hope the efforts of all the team will be 
much more obvious to everyone.      
Practical restoration projects  will be  
taking place in a number of locations. 

Work will be completed in the spring in 
North Swindon on the Purton Road 
bridge trough which will allow          
completion and re-watering of the canal 
around Mouldon Hill. 

Further work will start in Swindon with 
the first part of the new canal route in the 
Southern Development Area  (now called 
Wichelstowe) including building a lock. 
This will be part of the development 
which you can see starting at the new 
roundabout on Croft Road. 

New Trust projects that should make 
significant progress are the spillweir at 
Chaddington (allowing completion of the 
canal from the lock to Chaddington  
Lane). Lock 4 (Seven Locks flight   
Tockenham), the canal pound from 
Pewsham Locks to Double bridge  

Chief  Executive’s Report 
Ken Oliver 
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William Large built boats for the Wilts & 
Berks Canal Co and they are listed as: 6 
elm boats of 40ft length, (these would 
have been ‘open’ ‘joey’ or ‘day’ boats, 
presumably for coal), 2 oak boats of 70ft 
length, 70ft oak boat with cabin and a 
deck, used by the Canal company     
committee. It is also known that the  
company had (at one time) a fleet of 25 
boats, but what made the fleet is totally 
unknown. As with the K&A the W&B 
boats were different from those used 
elsewhere. 

In his book3, Tom Chaplin says the K&A 
boats were built of oak with a 3” elm 
bottom. As this was common practice, 
there is no reason to believe the W&B 
was any different. 

When a narrow boat operates in rough 
water something is needed to prevent the 
on-rush of water from sweeping into the 
hold. Normally this is done by fitting a 
“cratch” at the fore end and fitting side-
cloths for the length of the hold aftwards 
of the cratch (see diagram). The cratch 
consists of a triangular “cratchboard” to 
which the wooden frame is fitted and 
covered with tarpaulin coated in bitumen. 

W&B boats did not have this arrange-
ment, but had higher sides and wash 
boards at the fore end above the top 
bend. These are more common on boats 
operating on rivers. Due to this differ-
ence, there is still the question of how 
perishable cargoes were covered against 
bad weather. 

The high sides mean that a longer 

“ellum”  or rudder is fitted, but the rest of 
the boats seem to be fitted with the nor-
mal “standard fit” rudder. 

As far as we can be sure, the only motor-
ised boat to navigate the W&B canal was 
Dragonfly III, the steam launch of Henry 
de Sallis. (Author and one time director 
of ‘ Fellows Morton and Clayton’) one of 
the largest canal carrying companies up 
to 1948. 

Legend has it that the last working boat 
on the canal was called “Indian Chief”, 
which operated around Wantage until 
1922. I do not believe this can be con-
firmed one way or another. 

 

References: 

1 Janet Flanagan, Wbct website and                                
   Dragonfly 100 

2 DD Gladwin & J.M White—The       
   English Canals part III boats and  
   boatmen 1969 

3 Tom Chaplin—”The narrow boat  
   book” published 1978 

 

 

                                Ken Whapples 
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Although little is known of the boats that 
operated on the Wilts & Berks canal, 
certain comparisons can be made from 
similar boats and general boat construc-
tion. We also have a few photos to help, 
but as with all wooden boats, no boats 
exist. 

The canal itself was designed for “mainly 
orthodox narrow boats” 1. These were of 
wooden construction and horse drawn. 
The maximum size boat that could     
operate on the canal was 72ft in length 
and around 7ft wide. (All working boats 
whether wooden or metal spread with 
age, so can be several inches wider than 
when they were first made.) 

Numbers of boats,  operators and build-
ers are also unknown, but we have some       
information to fit into the puzzle. From 
observation of photos, the design of the 
long-distance (combined) boats seem 
almost a scaled down version of those 
used on the K&A canal. It would not be 
beyond the realms of possibility to think 
that some of the boats were either built 
by K&A builders. 

The first boats built on the W&B were 
apparently built by William Large in 
1796. This yard continued making boats 
until 1880 although owners and location 
changed. Another named boat builder 
was John Theobald Jnr.2 

44 

The boats of the Wilts & Berks canal 

(Wilts & Berks boat design  -  Ken Whapples) 
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(near Chippenham), Steppingstones Lane 
bridge Shrivenham  and work will be 
starting at Hayes Knoll Lock near   
Cricklade. 

Subject to finalising negotiations we also 
hope to be able to start work on a       
significant section of the canal in the 
Shrivenham area. 

Planning has consumed much time effort 
and funds for a number of years. We 
have not quite finished yet but further 
significant studies will conclude in the 
next few months.  

The Water Resources Study will give us 
full details of how we will supply the 
canal with water both in the short-term 
for the Cricklade Country Way project, 
and for the fully restored canal. 

The Thames Crossing Study (Cricklade) 
will report on all the issues in using the 
‘Riverscapes’ design to cross the Thames 
including Flood Risk assessments. 

The Melksham Route Study  will give 
full engineering details and a single   
preferred route for the canal from the 
new Kennet & Avon Semington Junction 
via the River Avon to the historic line 
north of the town. This will be used to 
allow a new route to be incorporated into 
the Local Plan, following public         
consultation. 

So more opportunities for 2007 -the third 
year of the ten year plan to take us to 
2014. There is still lots to do- your     
support is vital to keep up the momentum 
and I look forward to another interesting, 
challenging  and rewarding year. 

 

                                Ken Oliver  

 

Many of you were interested in the    
recent discovery of a model narrow boat 
called Dragonfly.  

Some have asked to see the photograph 
of Ann O’Donoghue’s model narrow 
boat “Dragonfly” again, this time a little 
larger. I’m pleased to say this has been 
re-printed on page 2 of this edition. 

You have also been asking whether the 
livery is Wilts and Berks and where the 
model originated. 

Having spoken to Ann and Ken      
Whapples we can update you with     
answers to those questions. The livery is 
the easier question to answer. There is no 
record of the original Wilts & Berks  
colours, if indeed there were any. It is 
quite possible that the boats were “drab” 
- that is to say grey or black with        
tarpaulin sides. 

On the question of its origin, Ann tells 
me that the model has been traced to the 
Looe Model Boat Club   although the 
origins before that are still being        
investigated. 

If any of our members know anything 
else that could help in tracing the source 
of the model I would be more than happy 
to hear from you. 

 

  Richard Bellamy                                                                
  Editor 

Model Investigation 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

BATH AND BRISTOL 
Chairman:    Vacant 

Secretary:      Vacant                                                                                                       

At present meetings are on an ad hoc 
basis. Please contact John Henn for more 
details. This short report details two   
activities that the Group were involved in 
since the last Dragonfly. 

 

The first was a talk by John Laverick 
about the Heritage Lottery Projects on 
the Kennet & Avon 
Canal, Cotswold Canals 
and the Wilts & Berks    
Canals. This was     
extremely interesting 
and well received. 

 

The future of the branch 
(currently dormant) 
depends on new ideas 
and members prepared 
to take on active roles. 

I am willing to help 
make this happen, but I 
am NOT prepared to do 
this on my own. Please 
contact me if you would like to become 
involved. 

The second activity was a walk lead by 
Colin Fletcher tracing the new route of 
the Wilts & Berks Canal between the 

Kennet & Avon Canal and Melksham. It 
was a wonderful day in between heavy 
rain. Well done Colin on a well          
organised day. 

Contact: 

John Henn 0117 9681303, Email 
J.Henn@ipresent.co.ukJ.Henn@ipresent.co.uk 

 

(Branch members on a Melksham 
tour— John Henn) 
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Dear Richard, 

Have you gone mad? Was our usually 
well balanced editor  subject to a        
momentary lapse of reason? 

I refer to the “creative writing” in the last 
edition of Dragonfly in which the author 
gave us “A view of the future”. I read it 
wondering what it had to do with our 
main purpose of restoring the canal. It 
was more like science fiction and I was 
surprised to see it included in Dragonfly 

         Paul Lewis                                          
                     Calne 

Dear Richard, 

Many thanks for the recent Autumn 2006 
Dragonfly. I particularly enjoyed Geof 
Austin’s “A view of the future”. 

This must be a landmark in waterway 
literature, as far as I am aware this is the 
first attempt to write science fiction    
involving a canal and the fact it is our 
own Wilts & Berks makes it more    
pleasing. 

On a more serious note, much of Isacc 
Asimov’s novels were more prediction 
than fiction. I’m sure people who support 
the future of our waterways do so for the 
right reasons. I hope Geof will be able to 
find time to add to what has gone before 
as it makes for very entertaining and 
thought provoking reading. 

 Colin Seymour                                     
 The Great Park, Windsor 

Dear Richard, 

Could you tell me what has happened to 
the Swindon town centre route. I read 
that Swindon Council were considering a 
report to review the alternatives for the 
town centre—but rather like the town 
centre itself it all appears to have ground 
to a halt. 

  Rebecca Young                                                    
               Swindon 

[Rebecca— I can reassure you that    
matters are still very much in progress. 
There has been a delay in the start of the 
report but it is still very much in the pipe-
line. We will, of course, update you on 
the details in due course via Dragonfly— 
Ed]  

 

Dear Richard, 

I went to the Birmingham Exhibition 
Centre near Gas Street basin last week. If 
only Swindon town centre could look on 
this as a template. OK we may not be 
Birmingham, but if we could achieve half 
of what they have it would transform the 
town into somewhere people would want 
to visit. 

  Brian Ash                                     
              Chisledon (via e-mail) 
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Dear Richard, 

 

I attended the recent Concert held at 
Christchurch by Swindon branch. A  
thoroughly enjoyable evening. I also 
thought the poem about Brunel (to    
celebrate his 200th anniversary) was  
interesting. Could you reprint it in   
Dragonfly as I would like to show it to 
my family in the United States. 

 

  Jenny Maundell 

  Abbey Meads 

[Jenny — Reprinted on page 30 — Ed  ] 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I attended the Trust AGM in October. 
Although the venue was impressive 
(former railway museum) it was less than 
ideal for such a meeting as the acoustics 
meant most of the speech was lost. 

Could I suggest that a better venue is 
considered next year or at least the effect 
of such a tall room on those (like me) 
who are hard of  hearing. Perhaps you 
could have the event signed? 

 

                   (Albany — via e-mail) 

 

[Albany—The AGM for 2007 will be held 
in Wootton Bassett. More details via 
Dragonfly nearer the time.— Ed] 

Dear Richard, 

 

Can I add to the confusion over counties 
and the canal route.  The Wilts & Berks 
Canal is in the non-metropolitan county 
of Oxfordshire, the non-metropolitan 
county of Wiltshire, the County of    
Wiltshire and the County of Berkshire. 

It has never been in the County of      
Oxfordshire, it wasn’t even in the       
administrative county of Oxfordshire but 
was in the administrative county of  
Berkshire (1889—1974) 

The 1888 Act never abolished Counties 
(or hundreds), they just ceased to be local 
government areas. Nor were the pre 1888 
pre county council boundaries altered by 
either the 1888 or 1972 Acts, which   
appropriately came into force on April 
1st 1889 and April 1st 1974 

 

           Yours till weir all locked up 

 

Allan Moody 

Croydon 

County of Surrey 

 

[I hope that clears things up then. — 
Ed ] 
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MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

         Doug Harris                 Tel  01249 652236 

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel  01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 

Work has continued, though not so much 
in our local area.  We did some more 
scrub bashing at Foxham, supported by 
KESCRG (a visiting team from Kent and 
East Sussex).  They also helped with   
resolving a parking problem at Lock 3, 
Seven Locks.  On one of my occasional 
visits there to check that all’s well, I 
found that someone (probably several 
people) had gone to the trouble of    
pushing one of our dumpers down a 
slope into the chamber of lock 3.        
Obviously having a dumper part         
submerged isn’t good for the dumper so 
some considerable skill and muscle 
power (and eventually the efforts of   
another dumper) were applied to the task 
of moving it to a better parking place. 

John Harrod helped me for a Saturday 

morning to do the necessary oil changes 
and other checks.  It’s not often we find 
that visitors to our sites have left a trail of 
problems for us, but when they do our 
only option is to rise to the challenge and 
demonstrate that they aren’t going to stop 
us. 

During the summer, on the Oxfordshire 
section of our canal, much WRG Canal 
Camp effort was applied to a new section 
of canal at Abingdon.  You’ll have seen 
the reports in Dragonfly and possibly 
also on TV.  Another site where WRG 
have been busy was a bridge between 
Shrivenham and Bourton.  There seem to 
be several spellings of its name, 
‘Steppingstone Lane’ is what one official 
road sign reads.  Alan Tanzell and I had  
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visited the site to advise about fixing the 
scaffolding; and Rachael had helped to 
organise moving the steel beams that are 
used to support the brickwork until the 
arch is complete. 

(Bridge restoration— Luke Walker) 

 

Advice from the Trust’s 
Brickwork    Adviser, 
Ron Robertson, was that 
the three layers of bricks 
over the arch should be 
completed, and the 
formers slackened, be-
fore the severe winter 
weather arrived.  Thus 
several Sundays (and 
some Saturdays) have 
seen Foxham Work 
Party people helping out 
with bricklaying on this 
bridge.  Di and Rachael have been mix-
ing mortar, Larry and Mike have been 
bricklaying, Alan has been preparing 
bricks to be laid.  Ken from Birmingham 
has been doing mixing and other labour-

ing.  I’ve done various things including 
pushing wheelbarrows of bricks and ce-
ment along the field.   

 

As these recent photos show, the three 
layers are now        
complete and the arch 
is now supporting itself.  
These photos are by 
David Moore – he’s a 
new member of West 
Vale Branch.  I must 
also record the good 
work done by Martin 
Thompson of Newbury. 

 

Now our attention is 
moving back to the  
normal winter work – 
scrub bashing and   

bonfires at Foxham.   

(The former is freed— Luke Walker) 

 

                             Luke Walker 
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Dear Richard, 

                                                                           
When I heard of the idea of giving an 
award to the person that puts in the most 
amount of hours to the Trust I thought it 
was a wonderful idea. 

But I have a number of problems with 
the way that these hours are collated. 

 It seems that each branch collects them 
in a different way. In Swindon for       
instance we make each worker hand in a 
hard copy signed and dated  to the branch 
secretary  every month, which is then 
collated on a spread sheet. 

 

We are not even sure who can claim, Is it 
just branch officials or is it anyone that 
attends a meeting even if only once. 

Case in point at our  branch meeting in 
January 06 we had 124 people turn up 
and at the music night in October 250. 

 

If we are required at some point in the 
future to prove the figures that we      
supplied could we do that. 

 

It may well be that any organisation   
giving us match funding may be       
compelled by their rules to have some 
documentation of how these hours were 
accumulated. ie signed by the people 
claiming them. 

 

We cannot simply produce a spread sheet 
that says 4500 hours in one year,       
Anyone could put in as much as they 
liked ( its called taking bids off the    
ceiling at an auction ) 

I fell sure that we will have to prove in 
some way want each branch sends in. 

A set of definitive rules printed in    
Dragonfly will help us to get it right. 

Let us make sure that all of this hard 
work  we are all putting in is not wasted 
just because we did not get the           
paperwork right. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

               Roy Cartwright                                                                                                   
   Branch Chairman (Swindon) 

 

Dear Richard, 

I am hoping to study the Wilts & Berks 
canal as part of my General studies exam 
at school.  

I’ve been told by my teacher that the 
navvies who dug the canal came from 
Wales and lived on Welsh street in  
Swindon. I’ve tried to find it on a current 
map and old maps at the reference library 
but with no luck. Is this story true? 

  Danny Payne                                                     
  West Swindon 

[Danny I think I see the problem. Many 
rail workers were brought into Swindon 
in the late 1800’s from Wales (although 
not to dig the canal as far as we know). 
They lived in an area of the town known 
locally as “little Wales” or “Welsh 
place.”  The Welsh word for Wales is 
Cambria. So the area you are looking for 
is around Cambria Bridge Road.—Ed] 

Mrs E Willis                                                     
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Dear Richard, 

It might seem odd that a pair of          
Canadians would join the Trust but there 
are a couple of valid reasons for doing 
so. The Internet allows us to connect as 
often as we want to see the progress   
being made on the restoration project 
and, while we can’t slide on our wellies 
and physically join in, it does give us a 
sense of involvement.  

For fifty weeks of the year our enjoyment 
of Britain’s canals is vicarious but, the 
other two weeks will find us on the K&A 
or Four Counties Ring. We recall, two 
years ago, passing Semington on the 
K&A while looking for evidence of the 
W&B route northwards. Knowing that it 
once connected to the Thames we    
imagined what it would be like to cruise 
the route and hoped we would survive 
long enough to do just that. 

In Ontario we have two wonderful     
waterway systems, the Rideau built by 
the Brits and the Trent-Severn. We have 
cruised these and the 355 mile Erie Canal 
from Buffalo to the Hudson River in 
New York State. However we still prefer 
the slower pace and tranquility of narrow 
canals, the fun of operating the locks and 
bridges ourselves and the fact that a litre 
of diesel fuel will get one a ten times 
further than the same amount of petrol. 

The purpose of this message is really to 
send our best wishes to all the hard   
working and far sighted members of the 
Trust. If we retire to England, bones and 
joints permitting, we may just slide on 
those wellies after all and lend a hand.  

Dixie and Ken Westcar                       
Ontario                                               
Canada 

[Dixie and Ken — Welcome aboard! We 
have nearly enough supporters in      
Canada for a branch ! ] 

 

Dear Richard, 

Could I ask you  to pass on my thanks 
and appreciation for a wonderful evening 
at Christchurch with Swindon Concert 
Band. 

Musically, there was something for    
everyone with really excellent musicians. 
I for one hope this can be an annual event 
(perhaps at a bigger venue?) It was  
something Swindon has needed for years. 

Well done, 

  Mrs E Willis                                                     
              Old Town 

 

Dear Richard, 

Could I congratulate you as editor on the 
recent changes in Dragonfly. The       
introduction of colour and some brave 
content (not just about restoration) has 
made the publication a pleasure to read. 
Please keep up the good work and       
challenge the readers when necessary! 

  Karen  Melksham                   
                          (via e-mail)  
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FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

 

Our work programme for the coming months will mostly be at Foxham, unless the 
funding arrives for Lock 4, and the weather is good enough for bricklaying there.  
Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or visit a work party. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Jenny Stratton,   35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                *01793 850310 

                                                                                                                                  07818 450651 
Secretary:     Vacant 

At last we were able to start work on 
Chaddington spill weir.   

Unfortunately the scope of the project 
can only be given in a list of facts and 
statistics which, to those involved are 
quite exciting, but to others may be quite 
boring. 

 In mid October an eight ton excavator 
and large dumper were hired for two and 
a half weeks.  Conditions were very   
difficult because the day we had the OK 
to start work was the day someone gave 
the OK for it to start raining.  If it wasn’t 
actually raining then it had just stopped 

or was about to start.  This meant that as 
well as battling with the actual job we 
had to contend with more mud than we 
could shake a stick at.  However, in true 
W&B tradition, we did shake our sticks 
and set about the task. About six hundred 
tons of clay were  excavated from the 
spill weir site and used to create various 
tracks around the site. 

One hundred and sixty tons of scalpings 
were laid on the tracks to allow machines 
and people to move around without    
sinking into the mud. 
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(The excavation site— Jenny Stratton) 

 

Sixty tons of concrete (three lorry loads) 
have been laid to form a solid base on 
which the spill weir can be constructed. 

The design of the reinforcing steel was 
eventually completed and the steelwork 
was delivered in early November.     
Fourteen different shaped 
pieces of steel, seventeen 
hundred bits in all.  Makes 
an MFI flat pack look easy. 

Several volunteers spent 
almost every day of the 
first two and a half weeks 
on site to get things     
moving – many thanks to 
them.  We are now doing 
three or four days a week 
and hope to start a     
weekend work party which 
will be separate from the 
weekday one, so giving 
volunteers some time off. 

We were lucky to have the help of 
Branch member Richard Hawkins who 

greatly speeded up the dig-
ging out and levelling 
process and the installation 
of the first two Lorries of 
readymix concrete. 

Since the digging out we 
have been    installing the 
timber shuttering for the 
spill weir base concrete 
under the control of our 
resident carpenter.  This 
has been a long job but it 
has been essential to be 
thorough to prevent     
problems at a later stage.  

During this time we have been           
assembling some of the steel reinforcing 
bars on a big workbench constructed on 
the first layer of concrete. 

Progress was slow but sure through    
November until the night of the 24th   
during which we experienced exceptional 
rainfall.  The water level of the small 
stream running alongside the site, into  

(After the deluge— Jenny Stratton) 
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Walk, which raised £1453.00 and Boat 
Trips at various events which helped 
raise the profile of the Trust.  The Trust 
is awaiting the final signing of a lease for 
the Pewsham site which will enable   
major works to proceed on the Locks 
themselves. We are already preparing for 
the next stage of restoration which will 
take the canal up to the A4 highway 
where a new bridge, one day, will have 
to be built.  So that we know precisely 
where the water level will be at the road 
crossing accurate bench marks have been 

set up at the road and at the locks under 
the direction of the Trust's civil engineer, 
Eddie Thomas. 

For those members who have not yet 
visited Pewsham Locks maybe now is 
the time or, better still, why not come on 
the Sponsored Walk next year on 22nd 
April? This will be an even grander event 
than this year's walk and will include 
guided tours of the historic site. 

 

                                    Douglas Harris 

TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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In August work started on a major breach 
in Cocklemore Brook culvert where it 
passes under the canal bed. In order to 
reduce the water level which, at this 
stage was well above the working area, 
we had to clear the scrub at the tail end 
of the culvert and dig out the bed of the 
downstream end.  Work on the repair 
was undertaken in a 5day 'weekend' in 
September .  The weather was so warm 
that we had to erect a sun shade over the 
work site to keep the brick layer cool. 
The water level, even at its lowest flow, 
was just manageable with two pumps 
working throughout the first day but as 
the work progressed the pumping became 
less  onerous finally not being required at 
all.  The hole in the bed was backfilled 
with the remaining clay. Most of that 
which had been there had been washed  

(Culvert at Triangle Wood—          
Douglas Harris) 

 

down the hole in the canal bed long ago. 
The clay will be augmented during the   
dredging work. 

The final repair job for the year was the 
culvert under canal at Triangle Wood 
This was started on 8th October.  The 
canal drain over the culvert had been 
diverted to another stream north of the 
wood and the flow through the culvert 
was consequently much reduced.  The 
drain pipe can be seen in the photograph 
just above the culvert being repaired and 
will be removed when the towpath is 
reinstated to its correct level.  

With the water diverted it was possible to 
dig out the culvert fully without being 
inundated.  Robert from Exmouth came 
up again to help with the work which 
was completed over three long        
weekends. Controlling the water level 
again was a problem at the start of the 
job and there was only sufficient space 
for one bricklayer as the picture shows.  
The weather becoming more unsettled 
made things more difficult and on one 
session we had to resort to two 2" 
pumps which took nearly an hour to 
clear the culvert of water.  By the end of 
October the work had been completed 
and we were able to backfill the site and 
make the cycleway safer for the public. 

 

Over the year attendance at the         
bimonthly work parties had been      
encouraging, averaging 11 persons each 
session.  During the major works a great 
deal of supporting activity had been 
going on with the removal of tree 
stumps and roots from the canal bed and 

mowing the summer growth.   

The team also supported other local 
events which included the Sponsored 
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which the spill weir will 
discharge excess  

water, rose by over six 
feet and flooded our site 
to a depth of over four 
feet.   

Our timber work was 
broken up and left  
floating on the flood 
water.  The clay banks 
around the excavation 
collapsed in many 
places, sending tons of 
clay crashing down.  To 
those who doubted the need for an   
eighteen metre spill weir the wisdom of 
our engineers has been proven.   

Yes, we did consider the possible effects 
of heavy rain and thought we had all  
angles covered.  Mother Nature had other 
ideas and decided to show us something 
we had not seen in seventeen years of 
restoration in the area.  Quite spectacular 
really. 

Salvage operations started within a    
couple of days and most of the timber 
was rescued even if it was now in smaller 
bits.  Another digger and dumper were 
soon on site to dig out and re profile the 
banks of the excavation.   

Before the rain many passers by were 
sure we were building a swimming pool.  
After the rain they were even more sure 
but thought better of mentioning it. 

Soon we will be able to move forward 
again but have lost valuable time and 
increased our costs considerably.  This is 
not a good time of year to start a project 
which is below ground level but         
circumstances dictated there was no real 
choice.   

(After the clean up— Jenny Stratton) 

 

We hope to be able to involve more   
people in the project as we move ahead 
but this will depend on the weather and 
conditions.  Recently we had a Sunday 
work party and were able to involve 
some of the volunteers who are unable to 
work during the week, something we will 
repeat whenever possible.  Anybody who 
is interested will be welcome, no        
previous skills needed but webbed feet 
will be an advantage. 

I must take my (safety) hat off to those 
who have worked so hard in such       
difficult conditions and continue to do so.  
Typical of many Wilts and Berks       
volunteers but none the less remarkable 
for all that. 

    

The hazel coppice 

This was planted some seven or eight 
years ago adjacent to the new spill weir 
site.  Fifty hazel trees were planted so 
that someday they would provide stakes 
for use when we are hedge laying.  All 
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growing well, largely thanks to Margaret 
O’Brian who has kept the undergrowth 
cut over the last few years so the trees 
have been able to thrive.  Recently Di 
Smurthwaite, who does a lot of hedge 
laying with Foxham branch, came up and 
harvested the first batch of stakes for use 
with some hedge laying work she is   
doing.  Taking these stakes will enable 
the remaining hazel to grow stronger for 
future use. 

This is something else we can be proud 
of – seeing those tiny saplings growing 
into a useful product which, if managed 
properly, will regenerate to provide a 
good supply of stakes for the foreseeable 
future. 

 

                               John Bower  

As the work goes on at the spillweir, we 
start looking towards activities next year. 
We are hoping to arrange a mini-bus visit 
from Wootton Bassett to some other 
parts of the canal, possibly on a Saturday 
in March.  

Please let me know if you are interested 

and I can contact you when we have  
details. And we plan to hold another  
canal day – maybe a bit earlier this year, 
the weed might not have grown so much 
in May!  

 

Jenny Stratton 

The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at 
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
construction of Chaddington spill weir. 

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 104 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st March 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Buoyed by the success of the 
dredging the workparty turned 
its attention to the next section 
to be dug out.  This is the canal 
north of Double Bridge right up 
to Pewsham Bottom Lock 
which is planned for next year 
provided that funding is       
secured.  This section intercepts 
a more constant water supply 
than the one feeding Naish Hill 
which, as the summer weather 
advanced, finally failed to 
maintain the water level. In  
order to re-water  the section of canal up 
to Bottom Lock some damaged culverts 
and breaches had to be repaired.  Some 
would be dealt with  during the          
excavation work but there were others 
that had to be repaired before work could 
start in earnest. 

One of the breaches, at Triangle Wood, 
approximately ½ km below Top Lock, 
passed under the cycleway where the 
path was particularly narrow 
and well below what would be 
the final water level in the ca-
nal. To complicate matters it 
was  situated right above a 
culvert that passed under the 
canal.  The stream was so 
silted up that the culvert exit 
was totally buried and was 
only discovered by the       
excavation of the breach. 

 

A small spill weir was also 
unearthed at the same location 
and was repaired first as it was well 
above water level. It would be needed for 
the re-watering  project if the dredging 
did not reach  

(The spill weir uncovered—            
Douglas Harris)  

 

Cocklemore Brook.  Work started on the 
spill weir on 23rd April and was          
completed on the 9th July.  Robert   
Brotherston travelled up from Exmouth 
on four separate occasions to help us 
with the complicated arch brickwork. 

(A breach in Cocklemore Brook  -  
Douglas Harris) 
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The Melksham, Calne & Chippenham 
Branch have had quite a busy year with 
their work party beavering away at the 
canal that runs from Pewsham Locks 
towards Reybridge near Lacock. Much of 
their achievements, I am afraid, have 
been much 'unsung' and I hope to redress 
this with an account of the progress that 
has been made during the year. 

(Naish Hill Dredging— Douglas     
Harris) 

 

It started on 8th January 2006 with 
preparations for the dredging of the    
Naish Hill section which runs south of 
Double Bridge.  The team had to clear a 
passage for the excavators to get to the 
part to be dredged starting the next day.  
The machinery used for the work       
consisted of a 14  and  8 Tonne 360°
excavators with a supporting 6 Tonne 
4wd dumper.  Because the Sustrans 
cycleway uses the towpath on this      
section of the canal the workparty had to 
provide standby cover to ensure safe  

passage for the public while the          
excavators were in action.  The dredging 
was completed on the 27th January. And 
with the weather being mostly wet the 
newly dug section quickly filled and  
immediately took on the look of the canal 
it once was.  

While all this was going on our building 
contractors were busy restoring Double 

Bridge which was well       
illustrated on the front cover 
of the 100th Edition of   
Dragon Fly and is complete 
with parapet walls. 

 

Both these projects were   
masterminded by Colin 
Fletcher, Projects Director – 
West, who managed the     
finance, legal and day to day 
management of the work. 

 

(Double brdge— Douglas Harris) 

A year at Pewsham 
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CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Dave Warren                             01249 819640 

Secretary:  Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG       01793 750335 

(The Culverts totally obscured by volume of water— Dave Warren) 

Well where are the culverts? With this 
amount of water flowing down the River 
Key any work is restricted to machine 
maintenance or equipment audits as we 
carried out last week.  

The audit wasn’t necessary to see we had 
lost our trailer or rather it had been     
stolen. The police have been informed 
but if anybody spots a 4’ x 8’ blue and 
black trailer doing nothing please let us 
know. 

We wish John and Denise Giles good 
luck on their house move to the         
Midlands. They are both long time   

members of the Cricklade branch and 
will be missed. We warned them about 

the bad weather up North, the coming ice 
age and the funny accents but they still 
went, we wish them well. 

Also thinking about Steve who tripped 
and used one of his ribs to tie up to a lock 
on a recent narrow boat holiday. Not  
recommended as he finished up with his 
rib broken and the rest of his crew in  
hysterics. 

 Work parties are suspended until the 
new year. Still waiting for the drawings 
of Hayes Knoll Lock  ( that’s our excuse 
anyway, nothing to do with the      
Christmas and New year holidays      
honest) 

              Dave Warren  WPO Cricklade 
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The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL 

Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. .(Due to the lack of drawings for Hayes Knoll work parties are 
suspended until the new year, anybody interested Wootton Bassett need some volunteers for their 
work )  

Three months since my 
last report and it seems 
like a lifetime. 

This has been the   
busiest quarter I have 
ever known. First we 
had the Annual       
General .Meeting in 
Swindon which I have 
to admit had its       
moments when we 
were running around 
like headless chickens. 

But on the day almost 
everything went well and even the small 
mix up over  signing in was overcome 

with good humour by those standing in 
line. 

For those not there we had all the       
information on computer this time but we 
did not have the password to get into the  

laptop so we resorted to going around  

(Swindon AGM— Gary Mason) 

 

asking members their names and     
manually writing them down. All this 
turned out to be pointless as the man with 
the know-how turned up in plenty of time 
and all was resolved with ease. 

 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel  01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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You make me feel like dancing! 

If you’ve been scrub-bashing or hedge-
laying and want to try something a little 
more glamorous (as well) you could do 
worse than look at Wootton Bassett. Or 
perhaps you’ve been swept along with 
the Strictly Come Dancing trend and 
want to brush up your lock steps (ouch—
Ed). In either case you could find your 
king or queen of the dance floor at the 
fortnightly tea dances held in the town. 

Around 55 people attend the events held 
at the Wootton Bassett memorial hall 
between 2pm and 4.30 pm. The event has 
been taking place for over five years and 
all funds raised by the events are passed 
to local charities. 

So if your considering a Chaddington 
cha-cha or a Foxham foxtrot why not 
give it a go If you would like further in-
formation please contact either Gwen or 
Gordon Wheeler on Swindon (01793) 
855401 

 

Dances are held each Thursday fortnight 
starting on 4th and 18th January 2007. 

 

 Gwen & Gordon Wheeler. 

  

If you would like to advertise a club or 
association that you feel may interest 
Trust members please contact the editor. 
The address is shown at the back of this 

The pic. of the Pick! 

Congratulations to Foxham & Lyneham 
branch for winning this years membership 
award. The branch has increased its         
membership by the largest percentage over 
the last 12 months. 

However, as the branch is now excluded 
from the coming year the gauntlet has been 
thrown down to all other branches to take 
the pick from them in 2007 ! 
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Hello once again. A new venue to me 
this time around (well, new to me      
anyway!), at Steppingstones lane bridge 
in Oxfordshire. It is always nice to see 
different stretches of the canal as well as 
meet new people. 

Not surprisingly this was another week-
end that involved moving large amounts 
of bricks… This time by loading up 
Rachael’s van and two wheel barrows 
with around 240 bricks. What came as a 
surprise was the gale force winds blow-
ing across the field that we had to cross 
to transport them to the bridge being 
built. 

Work stopped for a few moments on Sat-
urday as I stopped to talk to a chestnut 
horse and it’s rider. I should have real-
ised that the garlic sausage I ate was not 
only offensive to my fellow co-workers 
but to equines too. 

Sunday saw more brick moving first 
thing. Luke and I waited for Alan to ar-
rive from Bristol. Alan soon did his 
James Cagney impression by working on 
the brow of the bridge (“Look at me ma! 
I’m on top of the world.”). We later had a 
visit from “young” Ron. He seemed quite 

pleased at the quality and quantity of the 
work done so far. 

I never realised the amount of bricks 
needed to complete the arch. The parapet 
and wing walls will need a phenomenal 
amount to complete the bridge. A lot of 
work all done by volunteers—Amazing! 

We had a few more enquiries on Sunday 
from passing walkers, which proves 
work parties are excellent ways to      
increase interest and membership. 

By the time you read this, the arch of the 
bridge should be finished, with work to 
resume in the spring next year. 2007 
seems to be a year full of exciting things 
happening, including canal camps and 
the WRG “deep dig”. Yes ! we can  re-
store the canal and we will too.. 

I will be there as much as I can to help in 
my own way. With developments due to 
happen in the near future we are going to 
hopefully make a visible impact on the 
general public and show the inevitability 
of the project being completed. 

 

Ken Whapples 

Ken’s Little Digs 

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 104 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st March 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Ken gave a conducted walk around the 
town showing our members the possible 
new route of the canal through the centre 
of Swindon. 

(Setting off on the walk of the proposed 
route— Gary Mason) 

 

He was a little surprised when about 70 
of them took him up on his offer and we 
had to arrange for Keith Walker to ride 
shotgun at the back, or was he the    
sheepdog keeping them all up together -
whichever he did the job admirably.  

 

For those who visited it, the railway 
workers house next door to the A.G.M. 
location  is a step back in time. It is a 
small and often overlooked museum. A 
house captured in a time warp giving us a 
glimpse of life for railway workers in 
Swindon one hundred years ago. The 
people that run it opened it especially for 
the canal members to view at their leisure 
on the Saturday morning of the Annual 
General Meeting. 

 

A group of Swindon artist’s also had a 
display on in the hall called             

( “The  future is now” ) which had some 
really wonderful pictures of Swindon as 
you have never seen it before. My own     
favourite was the view from the top of 

the Murray John  
Building at night, Just 
stunning. 

One of them also wrote 
us a poem on the spot 
which he read out to the 
audience,  part of which 
can be read on our web 
page ( guest book )  

The walls of the  hall 
being covered by 
Brunel History also lent 
something to the      

proceedings even if it was the Railway’s 
that lead to the demise of the canal in the 
first place. 

Our next huge project was just seven 
day’s away. The Swindon concert band 
had agreed to play at Christ Church in 
Old Town on behalf of the Canal Trust 
and there was work needing to be done to 
make this a success. Thanks once again 
to all the Swindon members that turned 
out and helped. After all the bills were 
paid we made £644 for our branch funds 
out of this event. You will read about this 
event elsewhere in Dragonfly. 

Now that money is coming into the 
branch in larger amounts Jan and I felt 
the time was right for the branch to have 
its own bank account, Which we have 
duly arranged. 

This will help us to become more       
professional in our approach and handle 
things in a more business like manner. 

Our work party members have been  
helping out at Stepping Stones Bridge  
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with the West Vale branch for some time 
now but we had to bring them all back on 
Sunday 5th November since work has 
restarted in Swindon. 

 

We have been working on revitalising  
the area behind the garage at Kingshill 
for some weeks now, cutting down tree’s 
trimming hedges, clearing paths,        
rebuilding information boards and     
painting them, taking out old barb wire 
and very carefully collecting old needles 
that the druggies leave behind. ( bless the 
little darlings for they know not what 
they do ) My attempt at sarcasm. 

What to do with all that rubbish, well 
there is one day a year that nobody really 
minds you having a bonfire and that’s 
November 5th so we got stuck in mob 
handed and cleared the lot up in one day. 

Thanks to everyone that turned up and 
helped out, We had the best bonnie in 
town. 

Now all we have to do is re-lay the 
hedge, and concrete in the seats that we 
intend to put at either end of the canal. 

Our next task is to organise our January 

open meeting which may have taken 
place by the time you read this. 

Last year we had 126 people turn up, but 
for health & safety reasons we are going 
to have to restrict our numbers to 100 in 
the hall  

Each year we try and do something    
different for this event so now’s the time 
to get our thinking caps on. 

We are hoping to be able to make a 
D.V.D. about Swindon’s Canal History 
in time for the event. 

My wife tells me that something called 
Christmas happens about this time of 
year but I really do not have the time for 
it, So much to do and so little time to do 
it in. 

 

 

                               Roy Cartwright  

                      Chairman 

     Swindon Branch 

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:   

 Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 
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Epilogue 

 

The Old Canal from bank to bank, 

Is filled with reeds and rushes rank; 

And down this lane of living green 

March memories of what has been. 

 

The painted barges came from town, 

And busy life flowed up and down. 

But there is nothing left to show 

Where those old barges used to go. 

 

Progress is always marching on; 

The old canal is dead and gone, 

But still we seem to hear it say 

“I, too, was progress— yesterday.” 

 

            Reginald Arkell 

            Circa 1914 

 

Tom Merriman wrote to Dragonfly after 
reading Reginald Arkell’s poem in Jack 
Dalby’s history of the Wilts and Berks 
Canal. 

This obviously sparked the creative 
juices as he penned a further four verses 
as part of the progress made since the 
original poem was written. His 
“Prologue” follows 

 

 

Prologue: 

 

The Old Canal is not yet gone 

The line lives yet, it lingers on. 

Now ramblers tread its verdant path 

Discovering the aftermath. 

 

A chapter new will now commence 

At long last we are seeing sense. 

Discarding views that are banal, 

We’ll now restore our old canal. 

 

The task in huge, the money’s short, 

But still the campaign’s being fought. 

From Semington to Abingdon the work’s 
in hand, 

The fight is on. 

 

And so we say to Reg Arkell 

There is no way that you could tell 

That this old route would once more 
reign 

From Wiltshire through to Thames again. 

 

  Tom Merriman 
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Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel (1806-2006) 

Let us reflect on changing times 

Two hundred years ago 

When basic needs met family life 

And the pace of life was slow. 

The horse provided travel 

Canals were dug with zeal! 

To barter was to satisfy 

Great art was built in steel 

As “The Kings” acclaimed their majesty 

With carriages pristine, 

And The Works could count on loyalty 

In the Golden Age of STEAM! 

The railway village grew apace, 

New homes were build with joy 

As the town attained prosperity 

Secure in new employ 

We unite to celebrate Brunel 

With honour and esteem 

For his worthy part in Swindons growth: 

A visionary supreme! 

We proclaim with pride our heritage 

To which we all belong 

And embrace the years that lie ahead 

Avowed with praise in song 

 

Mary Ratcliffe 2006 

(Reprinted with permission) 

The poets in our midst 

I’m not sure what happened this quarter 
—perhaps the writing in the last edition 
of Dragonfly spurred you on— but the 
poets have (re) emerged! 

 

He who by peaceful inland water steers 

Bestirs himself when a new lock appears 

Slow swing the gates: slow sinks the  
water down; 

But Abingdon’s not just another town. 

On 30th August in the year 06 

Old Father Thames conveyed a mix 

Of varied craft all bound to view 

The opening of a junction new. 

The Mayor of Abingdon was there 

To cut the tape and so prepare 

For boats ere long to voyage on 

From Thames south-west to Semington 

 

  Ray Denyer 

 

(Written in the style of John Betjemen 
and with acknowledgement of his    
opening lines) 
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Well this report is predominantly about      
Steppingstone Bridge and the             
unprecedented help we have received 
from other branches workers. 

The bridge has now been wrapped up for 
the winter. Much has been done with all 
three brick layers of the arch completed 
and the arch formers and the scaffolding 
supports removed. 

I understand that the formers have been 
removed so that the arch is now         
freestanding – No it didn’t collapse!  

(Rachael mixing things at West Vale— 
Luke Walker) 

It will now be left to allow it to settle. 
With luck it won’t move but it was     
rebuilt partially on the original          
foundations and partially on new so we 
shall see. 

As I said most of the work has been done 
with labour from other branches under 
the guidance of Rachel Banyard our new 
Restoration Director. Despite terrible 
weather, yes it’s rained here as well, lots 
of bricks were laid. The number of bricks 
laid was only just overtaken by the   
number of photos taken; I never expected 
it to attract so much interest and so many  

visitors. Work will  re-commence as soon 
as the better/drier weather of spring   
arrives. Volunteers from the Trust and 
Waterways Recovery Group are already 
eagerly noting the dates of planned work 
camps in their diaries. 

This doesn’t mean that our branch      
volunteers have been idling their time 
away, far from it! There is always plenty 
of maintenance to do, and that rain didn’t 
half make the grass and the hedges grow, 
and of course there’s always the dreaded 

paperwork! 

Someone’s not so little       
darlings, bless them, decided 
that it would be a good idea to 
let some extra light in to, and 
the hot summer air out of, our 
site containers at the Canalside 
Park by smashing holes 
through the roofs.  

It must have taken quite some 
effort   using just a steel    
fencing post we had left over 
from the fence around the          
compound. I suppose that   

being on a higher intellectual level it  
didn’t dawn on them that the glorious 
summer weather would soon end and the 
autumn rain would pour through and 
damage our tools and ancient machinery. 
Still never mind, we must compliment 
them on their efforts; and after all it only 
took two men all day to fix it. 

Our winter task is to trim back the 
hedges but I wouldn’t mind betting 
something else will turn up as well! 

Happy Christmas and a muddy new year, 
I’m sure were in for one! 
 

             Alan Norris  Branch Chairman.  
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The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 

EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

I am writing this towards the end of   
November, but as you are likely to be 
receiving it in January I will avoid     
belated Yuletide greetings and head 
straight to best wishes for a successful 
2007. 

Last weekend we had friends over to stay 
and took the opportunity to take         
ourselves and the children up White 
Horse Hill, near Uffington. As the kids 
were flying their kites and, in my son 
Andrew’s case watching the kite        
disappearing over the hill towards the 
Manger, I looked through binoculars 
across the wonderful Vale of White 
Horse. Apart from watching the trains 
travelling across Brunel’s “billiard     
table”, I did my usual trick of following 
the route of the canal from the edge of 
Swindon all the way through the Vale 
towards Wantage.  

If anyone is unsure why the canal should 
be restored I can only suggest that they 
take a trip up to Uffington Castle and 
look at the Vale. Take in the beautiful 
scenery, lovely villages to explore and 
imagine the ability to cruise or walk  

gently through the countryside.  In  the 
last edition of Dragonfly Geof Austin 
waxed lyrical about an imaginary future 
journey. I like to picture myself on the 
back of a narrowboat, mug of cocoa in 
hand, cruising through the Vale, waving 
at the walkers on the towpath and      
generally watching the countryside 
changing through the tree-lined banks…. 
The talk season has started again. In the 
last month I have trekked over from 
Grove to Caversham to speak to a    
meeting of the Reading Transport Group. 
This proved to be one of my most      
enjoyable rambles: lots of intelligent 
questions and general  interest. This 
week I talked to the Wantage  Industrial 
Archaeology Group (a much shorter   
journey) and over the next few months I 
already have a few more in the diary, 
including Grove          Horticultural Soci-
ety in   September. I really must get some 
up to date photos of other sections of the 
canal. 

Work continues apace. Thanks as usual 
to the stalwart group of East Vale volun-
teers who get out in all weather. We are 
continuing to work at West  Challow 
completing the fencing and footpath.  
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cheerfully announced that if the audience 
wanted to stay then band would continue 
to play. 

(And the band played on …  -           
Gary Mason) 

 
The final piece was a compilation of 
very well known tunes and Mike got a 
very young lady from out of the         
audience to conduct the band which see 
did with great style. 
 
The whole evening was a great success 
and I would like to thank all of the  
Swindon volunteers who made this a 
night to remember. 
 
 
Roy Cartwright                                     
Branch chairman Swindon. 
 
 
[ See the letters page for comments 
from members of the Trust who        
attended on the night— Ed ] 

Stay Informed ! 

We are now providing a news service to 
members with e-mail. 
 
This distribution list is used to send out 
information that needs to reach our  
members quickly and occasionally other 
significant news (around once a month). 
The list will not be used for marketing 
information, and will not be released to 
any other organisation. To ensure       
security, the list will be kept on the 
Trust's own e-mail server. 
 
To join, send an e-mail to 
news.subscribe@wbct.org.uk. You will news.subscribe@wbct.org.uk. You will 
receive a response confirming that you 
are on the list within 48 hours along 
with instructions about how to            
unsubscribe, should you wish to do so at 
any time. 

  George Eycott 

  Technical Director 

 

 

Are you the gentleman from            
Chippenham who contacted me in      
relation to the photograph of Kingshill 
on Dragonfly 100 ? You mentioned your 
father skating on the canal and that you 
used to live in Swindon. If so, could you 
please contact the Editor who has      
regrettably mislaid your contact details.           

Lost Contact 
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Old Town Saturday night and the traffic 
is at a stand still again. 
Is the road being dug up or has there 
been a accident,  Well neither actually 
the cause of the hold up was the Wilts & 
Berks Canal Trust were holding a music 
evening given by the Swindon Concert 
Band at Christ Church,  and even with 
three car park attendants on duty and 
having been given the use of Lloyds 
Bank car park the traffic was backed up 
all the way down the hill. 
 
Once inside all was calm and serine. 
The evening started at exactly 7.30 spot 
on time and was opened by the Chairman 
of the Swindon Branch of the Canal 
Trust  who made a very short speech 
welcoming everyone then it was on with 
the show. 

(Swindon Concert Band at            
Christchurch — Gary Mason) 

 
The first half was a real cross section of 
music covering such tunes as Fiddler on 
the Roof to The Way We Were, and   
finished with Thames Journey a piece 

especially written by Nigel Hess to   
commemorate  the path of the river 
Thames from 
its source near 
Cirencester to 
London. 
 
The 30 minute 
interval turned 
out to be a 
victory of  
patience over 
volume with 
250 people all 
queuing for 
Tea and    
Coffee at 
once. 
 (Mary Ratcliffe— Gary Mason) 
 

The ladies doing the drinks 
managed to serve everyone in 
just 20 minutes which was one 
customer every 5 seconds, 
such a task was last surpassed 
by the feeding of the five 
thousand. 
 
The second half started with 
Mary Ratcliffe reading her 
poem  Salutations written to 
commemorate Isambard   
Kingdom Brunel and his rela-
tionship with Swindon. 

 
The band then got stuck into eight more 
tunes including items from Gershwin and 
Glenn Miller. 
 
By this time the music was running very 
late but the Musical Director Mike Lock  

The Real X Factor ! 
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The branch  is also    working at Childrey 
New Road. Our thanks, as usual, go to 
the landowners involved. Their co-
operation and         patience as work 
sometimes takes longer than we would 
originally want is much appreciated. 
There is still lots to do, so if you fancy 
joining our merry crew please contact 
Roy for more details Plans are also afoot 
for more restoration projects. 

 

Since the last edition information boards 
have gone up along the canal around 
Wantage, Grove and the Challows. 
Thanks to Martin Buckland and WRG 
for the organisation of this.                  

Unfortunately one of the boards at Grove 
was vandalised shortly thereafter but, 
touch wood, the other two on the Elm 
Farm Section are still there and unsullied 
by vandals. 

 

(Grove top lock without the bike— 
Richard Bellamy) 

Our local parish magazine in Grove had a 
very interesting letter in the last issue, 
mentioning the boards and bemoaning  

the vandals who seem to be able to put 
heaps of effort into destructive actions by 
nothing positive!  Last weekend, with 
assistance, I  managed to extract the two 
Sainsbury’s shopping trolleys and a very 
nice bike from Grove Top Lock. The 
latter has now been collected the Police 
and I hope gets reunited with its owner. 

 

Our social meetings were recently     
enlivened by a  visit from Luke Walker 
who gave us a warts and all description 
of the Seven Locks restorations so far. 
Very interesting for us at the east end and 
we wish the branch all success.  

 

Other speakers are being arranged for the 
2007 season so East Vale members 

should watch this space. 

 

All the best for 2007 

 

 Brian Stovold  
 Chairman 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale work sites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

Current work sites cover Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the 
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the         
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

    

 Are you Landlocked?   

                  Want to move your boat?   

                               Wish to cruise elsewhere? 
 

   Let me tow it for you … Up to 30 feet long and two tons.  
                                       Fully Insured 

 

Contact Howard on 07831 738753 or 01963 34863 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ____________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  
Postcode ______________  Telephone ___________________  

Description Size Qty Price Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 

W&BCT Clothing – blue 
with yellow logo, sizes 
available:  
S, M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshirt   9.95 2.00  

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3 to 16 years  6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge     SALE      

 1·00 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm diameter  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm diameter  0·50 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · W&BCT  car 

stickers 
19.5cm x7cm Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

W & BCT Burgees  11.00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (definitive history of the canal) 

 8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal) 

 12·99 1·50 · 

    · 

Total goods & postage ·  Postage rates are per item and apply to UK 
addresses only.  Please enquire about postage 
overseas or if you would like to arrange to 
collect your order.  

Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
117 High Street 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7AU 

Cheques payable to W&BCT please 
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596 

Decembery2006 Price List 
 


