The approach to Double Bridge—Douglas Harris
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Trust Officials
Chairman John Laverick, Springfield House, Mani Street, Keevil, Wilts. BA14 6LU
Vice Chair Allan Norris,Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL
Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE
General Secretary Vacant
Treasurer/Co Sec. Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG
IWA Rep: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge KT13 8DH

Chief Executive: Ken Oliver, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU
Administrator: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 7AU

Project Director—Central Ken Oliver (details above)
Project Director—East Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP
Project Director—North (See Luke Walker Vice Chair entry above)
Projects Director—West Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde SN10 1SS
Work Parties Director

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB
Engineering Director—Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon SN3 1HP
Wildlife & Environment Team Director

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ

WRGrep/Technical Ops. George Eycott, 36 Grange Ct, Boundary Rd, Newbury RG14 7PH
Director: Peter Smith 76 Dunnington Road, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7EL
Engineering: Alistair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell St, Cirencester, GL7 2BQ
Health & Safety: Simon Rosser

Landowner Liaison Director Jenny Stratton (see Wildlife & Environment above)
Liaison/Swindon Branch Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator)
Oxfordshire CC & Vale of White Horse DC Liaison

Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage OX12 7DN
Comms Dir./Website Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB
Events Dir. Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 1NN
Membership Director

Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Ave, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0SJ
Archivist Doug Small, 8 Raymond Rd, Maidenhead SL6 6DF
Sales Admin. Heather Young, 75 Dunnington Road SN4 7EL

Fundraising Director Martin Buckland (See Project Director East)

* 01380 870432
*01793 783024
*07979 862195

*01793 771548
* 01932 855899

*08452268567
*0845 2268567

*01235 204115

*01380 828254

*01249 892289
*01793 534404

*01793 850310
*01635 569449
*01793 636597
*01285 652006
*07768 917128

* 01235 762555
*07973 172202
*01793 523048

*01708 342036
*01628 544666
*01793 636596

Corporate Membership (Swindon) Bromwood Leverton Gate Broome Manor Swindon SN3 1IND 01793 344220

Council of Management. The names of members are underlined above

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address in the form

firstname.lastname @whbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings).

Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership
Chaloner Chute, North Wilts DC, Monkton Park, Chippenham SN15 1ER
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*01249 706494

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST

PATRON: H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595
RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL IN WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE

THROUGH EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames
& Severn canal near Cricklade

a)
b)
©)
d)

€)

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and
feasibility of the proposed restoration.

Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration.
Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies.

Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will
facilitate restoration of the canal.

Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal.

Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all.
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s.
Company and Society membership is also available.

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

Copyright © 2007 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust
DATA PROTECTION ACT

The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998

President Dr David Fletcher C.B.E.
Vice President and Founder Neil Rumbol

Vice Presidents

Office Tel. Number

Internet Address

Roger Crapper

TEL: 0845 226 8567
http://www.wbct.org.uk

COVER:  Construction work at Purton Road Bridge, Swindon (pages 1 and 2)
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EDITORIAL

Editor: Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB

E-mail richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk

I always think it strange that themes
seem to become apparent for most
editions of Dragonfly without any real
need to force the issue. This edition is
no exception. This time it seems to be
Involvement and Participation.

A common thread through all branch
reports is the call for help in specific
projects or visibility of members at
meetings or events.

Can | encourage you to give ten
minutes thought to how you may be
able to help the Trust— whether that
means getting involved in branch
restoration, building membership or
just attending your branch AGM, this
can really make a huge difference to
our success. If you think you can help
please contact the relevant branch or
give the office a call - we are always
very pleased to hear from you.

I have been made welcome (as always)
at Swindon, Foxham, Cricklade and the
Vales over the past two months. So
much progress is being made it’s hard
to keep up with the pace of events. |
promise I will make it to Wootton
Bassett and MCC over the coming
weeks.

Without taking too much of Chaloner’s
thunder, could I take this opportunity to

Tel 07973 172202

thank him for his contributions to
Dragonfly during my editorship. | hope
we will continue to hear from him and
wish him the very best for the future.

Finally, a huge thank you to all those
supplying reports and content on time
this edition it really helped in the
deadline for production of 104—
particularly since Roy Cartwright has
been doing such a good job of selling
the Swindon DVD (see page 17) which
has also kept me very busy.

Richard Bellamy
Dragonfly Editor

Mr J Leggett Swindon
Mr J Cook Calne

O & H Balding Newbury
T & L Crabtree Shrivenham

Mr M Roy Radstock, Somerset
Mr J Yates Martock, Somerset

Mr & Mrs A Townsend Abingdon
M E Palmer Malmesbury

Ms J Oliver Stone, Staffs
Mr A Woodcroft
Swindon

Ms H | Kelly Shaftesbury, Dorset
Mr J Warner Swindon

G W Quartley Frome, SomersetN & J

Mr G Constantine Okehampton,
Devon

Ms L Stanley & Mr | Prideaux
Wootton Bassett

Mr & Mrs Saunders Southend-on-Sea,
Essex

Mr & Mrs M Hudd Wootton Bassett
Mr & Mrs D Penkey Woking, Surrey
H S Franklin Southwick, Trowbridge
Mr & Mrs E Driver Sherborne, Dorset
Mrs P A Churchill Somerton, Sussex
W R & M Hunter Wimborne, Dorset
Mr R Green Winscombe, Somerset
Mr & Mrs R Harris Purton, Swindon

DRAGONFLY 105

The next edition of Dragonfly will be
issued mid July 2007

Please send articles and reports for
inclusion by 1st June 2007
E-mail to:
richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk

Furr Hungerford, Berks Sutton Cour-

tenay Parish Council Marcham, Ab- R & L Bridgeman Chipping Sodbury,

ingdon Bristol

Mr & Mrs A W Johnson Corsley, Total mem bership
Warminster 2039

Mr S Drinkwater Wotton-under-Edge,

Gloucestershire (25/02/07)

Bath & Bristol Group

From Membership Secretary: it has generally been agreed that the branch be
suspended and be known as Bath & Bristol Group for the time being. Its
administration will be run centrally but every member is urged to continue their
valuable, support of the Trust, maybe by joining in Melksham,Calne and
Chippenham members' or another branch's activities, including work parties and
help with stands at shows and displays/recruiting/publicity. ‘ Armchair members’
are also vital, to give the Trust added clout with the Lottery and other potential
funders. And... the campaign to open a cut into K&A continues. We need you!'

Branch membership now totals 182, including 32 from Somerset Coal Canal via
Tim Wheeldon — many thanks!

To all members. Progress is getting faster and faster and there are lots of jobs to
be done. If you think you would like to help, please get in touch with your
branch or anyone from Council of Management — no experience is necessary.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
By
Chris Toms (2nd April 2007)

Thank you to all those who have been paying their subscription by Standing
Order. This enables us to plan ahead because we know we will have a steady
income.

Corporate membership. Corporate Membership will soon replace the existing
Company membership category. The aim is to encourage local businesses and
other bodies to become more involved in their support of the Trust’s work, if
they wish.

Welcome to the following 84 new members and Friends of the Canal

E & M Jones Shrivenham

Mrs M P Gay Abingdon

M D Bacon Frome, Somerset
Mr T Leland Bath

Mr D Golby Frome, Somerset
Mr & Mrs D A Wyatt Abingdon
Mr & Mrs D Clarke Trowbridge
Mr G Laverick Hamilton

Ms S Boyd Bristol

Mr J Farrow Swindon

P & J Stubbs Faringdon
Mr D Harle Netley, Hants
Mr S Chester Chippenham
Mr S J Gobey Bath
Mr D Addison Bristol
Mr T H S Jones Warminster
Mr & Mrs M Liddell Aberdeen
Mr J Dyer Swindon
Mr R Carder Bath
Mr V | Pugson Paignton, Devon
D E Hockin Bristol Mr R Cooper Wootton Bassett
Mr J R Bateman Corsham Mr W Franklin Derby
Mr & Mrs J B Swindle ReadingMr & Mrs F C Cross Wantage
O P Temperton Gosford, Hants Mr S Hart Bath
Mr & Mrs A F Watts Mere, Wilts Mrs M Scammell Chippenham
Mr B Cross Bode, Cornwall Mr M R White Wantage
R Harding Wells, Somerset N Warne Bath
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Chairman’s Rep

John Laverick

ort

Many congratulations to all who
assisted in getting Trust membership
numbers above 2000. We set ourselves
the target of 2006 members by the end
of 2006 and we achieved it. Well done.

A photograph of the 2006™ member,
Des Clarke, appears elsewhere in this
issue. Des said that it is not likely that
he will be undertaking any on site
restoration work but he has offered his
skills as a retired engineer with a well-
equipped engineering workshop. He
said that if the Trust had, for example,
a requirement for the manufacture of
special bolts for lock gate work or any
other specific engineering need then he
would do his best to help. A good
example of where the particular skills
of individual members can greatly
assist our endeavours.

Do you have a skill that can add further
value to your membership? If you do,
then please contact Chris Toms,
Membership Director and let him
know.

Work on the Cricklade Country Way
Project has moved to a new faster pace
as the submission date for the Second
Stage Lottery Application moves ever
closer. This is the application for the
£12million of capital funding, which, if

5

we are successful and together with
matched funding will see the
completion of much of the North Wilts
Canal, the Swindon to Cricklade Steam
Railway, Moulden Hill Country Park
and much more. Details of progress are
contained in the CEQO’s report that
follows. | want to take this opportunity
to pay tribute to Ken Oliver for
stepping into the breach at short notice
and taking on the onerous role of CCW
Project Manager and driving the
project forward on behalf of all CCW
partners. If Ken had not offered his
services and because there was no time
to appoint and get an external recruit
up to speed within the tight timescales
set by the Lottery, then | fear that the
project may have foundered before the
final submission could be made. As it
is now, we are in very good shape.

On the subject of matched funding,
good progress is being made towards
achieving essential balances. Within
the next few months the Trust will
launch its own Membership Appeal for
funds. Our friends at The Cotswold
Canals Trust did something similar to
match fund their successful Heritage
Lottery bid for their Phase 1A
restoration and their membership came
up trumps. Remember, when you are
asked to consider making a donation,



that every £1 you can give, due to
Lottery gearing, will magically be
turned into £4 to spend on the canal.
Where else can you make an investment
like that!

Also remember that the other way to
contribute to matched funding is to
have your volunteer hours that have
been approved by the CCW finance
officer (a consultant working through
North Wilts District Council) submitted
to the Lottery where these hours are
converted into cash. Your hours must
be submitted to the Trust Office on
time sheets available for the purpose.

Through the kindness of Juanita
Poulton, in memory of her late
husband, our former Chairman Tony
Davy, an annual prize — The Tony Davy
Cup, will be awarded to the person
contributing most volunteer hours to
the work of the Trust. This competition
is not just open to those giving
volunteer time to the CCW project and
is open to any volunteer contributions
ranging from scrub bashing to
keyboard bashing. See Juanita’s letter
in this edition of Dragonfly.

John Laverick

Branch Chair Meeting

Have you ever wondered how the
branches work together? Perhaps you
have views on how well the branches
are supported by the centre or vice
versa.

As part of an approach to improve
communications, we are holding a
meeting of the branch chairs to work
out how best to support each other,
work effectively together and share
best practice and knowledge along the
entire route.

If you have any suggestions for this
meeting please feel free to raise them
with the appropriate branch chair or
email me at:

richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk

The next edition of Dragonfly will
include a brief report on the meeting
along with the main points to come out
of the event.

Don’t forget, we need an active mem-
bership base and always appreciate
your views, comments and thoughts as
to how we might improve further.

Richard Bellamy
Editor

Dear Richard,

Could you please, please, please re-
print (if that is possible) the picture of
Ardington bottom lock. I spent several
weekends trying to find it and think |
have the correct structure, but I’m not
totally sure. If there is any chance of a
larger picture than usual?

Kevin & Sarah Mills

VYV TVIVIVIIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIIVIIVIV Y,

[ Kevin — Here is the larger version of
Ardington Bottom Lock. If you are in
any doubt that you found the correct
structure, why not contact the local
branch who would be more than happy
to help. - Ed]

0

All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 105 must
be with the editor no later than 1st June 2007. If you are not a current
contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor

at editor@whbct.org.uk

W) VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VA\

.
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Dear Richard,

Reading through your as-always
interesting magazine and as a member
resident in Wales | found my hackles
rising somewhat when reading your
comment on Danny Payne's letter.

The Welsh name for Wales is Cymru.
Cambria is a latinised form and thus
could be more correctly termed the
Roman name for Wales. | have no
doubt the Romans took part in the
history of Swindon.

Yours sincerely,
Derek Harvey
(Powys, mid-Wales)

Dear Richard,

To add to your comment on the letter
by Danny Payne (DF no. 103).
Cambria is actually the Roman name
for Wales. Interestingly in Birmingham
there is a place (Not far from Gas
Street Basin) called Cambrian Wharf.
Here cargoes were loaded and
unloaded from / to boats going to or
arriving from the Welsh canals. Wales
is indeed derived from the Old English
‘welas' or 'wealas' meaning foreigner
(s).

I believe that common thought on the
origins of the original Navvies is
inconclusive. | believe that a fair few
who later went on to become

boatmen, seem to have been of an Irish
background. Although this can not be

certain for those digging the Wilts &
Berks cut.

Ken Whapples
Birmingham

[Derek/Ken et al - Apologies for this
unintentional but important slip from
the Welsh to the Latin,.. very sorry. Or
should I say dwi iawn 'n chwith (I
think/hope !) - Ed ]

Dear Richard,

I am not a member of the Trust but
have been very interested to see how
much work is going on at Purton Road
(where I walk my dogs). | have now
realised that the lock is not ornamental
and the ditch which fills with water
from time to time is very much alive
and kicking.

I am really looking forward to seeing
the canal wet again (if that’s the right
term) and you can expect my
membership form very shortly. |
suspect a lot of people would join if
you had somebody there during the
work to let us know what’s happening.

Mike Harman (E-mail)

[Mike - Thank you for your comments
we are working on information for
passers by as | write this reply.
Progress can be seen elsewhere in
Dragonfly. Stretches will temporarily
be back in water over the next few
weeks - Ed]
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Chief Executive’s Report
Ken Oliver

I often describe my job as the most
exciting challenge | have undertaken—
this would certainly be true of the last
few months, with more emphasis on
the challenge!

You may have wondered why there
was no project officer’s report in
Dragonfly 103- some of you may have
heard that Chaloner had been absent
due to ill health from late November.
At the crucial stage of the Cricklade
Country Way development programme
some important decisions had to be
made by the project Partners. It was
decided that the best course of action to
keep the scheme on target was to
accept the offer of our canal Trust to
increase my involvement and since
January | have been spending much of
my working time in the CCW project
office at  Chippenham. I still am
keeping up with Trust matters too and
trying to get to our Wootton Bassett
Office at least twice each week.

The Cricklade Country Way scheme is
now reaching the conclusion of the
development phase. To give you an
idea of what is involved to progress to
the final phase where we would receive
the capital grant of £12m we have to
produce the following by the 31* May ;

The Business Plan: Feasibility and Op-
tions Appraisal: Cost Plan: Projection
Execution Plan: Stakeholder

Management Plan: Risk

Management Register: Outline Design:
Funding Strategy: Procurement Strat-
egy.

To produce this weighty tome we have
the help of a number of consultants
working on specific areas. As far as
the canal is concerned probably the
most important of these is the water
resources study. The first part of this is
now complete giving the project
options to supply the North Wilts
canal.

We have now applied for outline
planning approval for the scheme to
both North Wilts District and
Swindon Borough Councils.

It is still not too late to register your
views about the proposals —please visit
the web site
www.crickladecountryway.org.uk and
click on your views.

In Swindon the first practical evidence
of the CCW is to be Moulden Hill
where we have placed a contract to
complete the Purton Road culvert
approaches and it is hoped that this
section will be back in water during
2007.




The other major project now in the
public domain is the Upper Thames
Major Resource Development
(UTMRD) otherwise known as the
Abingdon Reservoir proposal.

I am sure you know that we have been
talking to Thames Water plc for many
years about this scheme. Their proposal
includes building a ‘channel’ from the
reservoir to the river Thames to allow
emergency ‘draw down’ of the water
levels. This channel is in fact the line
of the canal and when not in use as a
draw down facility (in an emergency or
tested every 5 years) would provide the
navigation from the Thames to the res-
ervoir. This includes the culverts re-
quired under all the roads and would
clearly be a major part of the Wilts &
Berks restoration. We are still meeting
regularly with Thames Water to discuss
other aspects of the scheme including
the construction of the new route
around the perimeter.

Also just about to be published for
public consultation is the Melksham
route study- the draft has been sent to
stakeholders and regulators for their
comments. | hope to give you more
details about this in the next edition
when we will be working to get the
scheme included in West Wiltshire
District Council’s Local Development
Framework as a secured route.

Other major projects that will be taking
place in the next few months are the
report into the Thames Crossing at
Cricklade, and work on the Swindon
study to include the canal as part of the
town centre regeneration.

I also look forward to the Trust’s own
projects continuing towards
completion.

Ken Oliver
Trust Chief Executive

Matched Funding Appeal

The time has come at last ...

Readers will be aware that we are
through the First Stage of the Big
Lottery Living Landmarks bid and
intense preparations are being made to
produce the Business Plan for the
Second Stage assessment. One aspect
of that is how we are to produce the
£4M matching funding required for the
£11M Lottery grant. Our target is
£100,000 over the next five years from
a fundraising appeal to Wilts & Berks
members. We will be publishing details
of the appeal in the next issue of
Dragonfly but have your generous
streak at the ready.

Martin Buckland
Fundraising Director

Dear Richard,

Having just read the Dragonfly reports,
I was struck by the amount of damage
done by vandals. Presumably we do not
know who these people are. If the
vandals are caught would it be possible
to get them to do Community Service
restoring the canal. In fact would it be a
good idea to set up Community Service
schemes?

John Henn
Dear Richard,

I am studying for my A levels in
Swindon and have recently found the
canal at Kingshill. | was surprised that
it was so beautiful—quite a slice of
paradise for the town.

Our school undertakes Duke of
Edinburgh awards and | would like to
do mine helping restore the canal, but it
seems there isn’t a scheme set up to do
this. Can you help?

Clair Harrison (by email)

[Clair— We have been working with
DOE to establish a trial scheme for
some time. | hope we will have
something to offer this year. In the
meantime please contact me and we
can arrange something with the local
branch— Ed ]

Dear Richard,

What has happened to the town centre
route through Swindon. I have seen the
massively increased publicity and
really hope the council take this chance
to bring some much needed character
to the town. Can you provide any
update?

Ken Mayhern
Swindon

[Ken— Rest assured things are
progressing well with the study into the
town centre route due to start soon. |
hope to have an update in Dragonfly
205—Ed ]

Dear Richard,

I read your letters page and was
interested to see that Wood Street (near
my home) is a new name for the road
in Swindon. What was it called before?

Andrew (aged 14)
Swindon

[Andrew—You are quite right. Wood St
was known as both Blacksmith street
and Windmill Street before it became
Wood Street - Ed ]
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TO THE EDITOR

Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB
Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.uk

Dear Mr Bellamy, and in Dragonfly. Please bear with me,
however, as this may take some effort

to collate and check.— Ed
Although I live too far from the Wilts 1

and Berks to be familiar with the sites
mentioned in the branch reports, |
follow restoration progress by trying to
locate working party activities on
standard Ordinance Survey maps.
Unfortunately, these do not print local
names with the detail used by your
reporters. Examples in issue 103 are
Steppingstones Lane (pp 9,19 and 28).  Also, some of the normal weed seems
Chaddington spill weir (pp11) and to be getting out of hand. Is this normal
Double bridge and the breach and or is the Trust just ignoring it?

culvert at Triangle wood (pp30-32).

Dear Richard,

I was recently walking at the yellow
stone bridge in Mill Lane and noticed
that the small leaf weed that was so bad
last year has started to appear again.

The difficulty would be overcome by
citing the easting and northing standard
grid references with the site names.
Can this be done please to enable your
remote members of whom | can hardly [lan— I'm not sure when you were at
be an isolated case, to enjoy the close ~ Beavens bridge, but we are aware of
reading which Dragonfly deserves. the ongoing problem. We have a weed
cutting boat which is undergoing trials
and further investigation into a weevil
that eats the weed without damaging
other environmental elements is also
being investigated ... watch this space.
More information in Dragonfly 105 -
Ed]

lan Tancock
Swindon

Yours sincerely,
D W Martin

[ What an excellent suggestion — Al-
though it reached me too late for this
edition | will work with branches to
provide this information on the website
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AROUND THE BRANCHES

A regular look at what’s happening along the line.

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information.

BATH AND BRISTOL

The Council of Management agreed to
a temporary suspension of the Bath and
Bristol Branch.

This is due to long-standing vacancies
within the branch officials which we
have been unable to fill.

Members of the branch wishing to
reactivate the branch or transfer to an
alternate branch should contact the

Office or Membership Secretary in the
first instance. This branch report will
be removed in future editions. (See
membership Secretary’s Report for
further information.)

Richard Bellamy
Editor

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM
Chairman: David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,

Secretary:  Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA

As the last two reports did not get into
Dragonfly .The first was my own fault
as | was out boating and missed the
deadline well and truly so I must apolo-
gies to the editorial team for that one.
The second report for the spring issue
was sent but seems to have been mis-
laid at the editorial stage.

Well | had better press on with this
report or will miss this deadline as
well. I will endeavor to connect all
three reports together for the sake of
M.C.C. members. | did go to Beale
Park (it feels such a long time ago),
took a turn on the stand and found the

Tel: 01225 865246

interest in the canal not only refreshing
but also knowledgeable by the people
visiting the stand. The highlight
(though I was not there for the
opening) was just seeing it without
water and Keith Walker with his
measuring wheel for what must have
been the last measure before the water
was added, perhaps I will get to the
opening at Melksham.

It is with regret that | have to announce
that the Foxhanger Boat Rally will not
Take place this year 07. A B.B.Q will
on May the 13™ This will take the form
of a bring your own meats to cook on




the heat provided. There will be a bar
and live music. This will be around
1pm and we welcome members and
non members alike. We ask that you
contact me or the branch just to let us
know numbers and really how many
barbeques to light.

Before this (on Sunday) is of course the
annual walk organized by Peter, this is
well advertised on the trust web site so
all details for this event are online. |
must just say that this walk will be one
of the best to date with a history lesson
thrown in about the historical side of
the site.

I’m afraid that the quiz night will be
over by the time you read this as it was
part of the last report. But we are sure
to have had a good time and made a bit
of money.

The A.G.M. in June will bring about
some changes in the branch as myself
and Christine Watt, (who | must say is
so much more important then any
Chairman) also the Social sec Alice
Boyd who is retiring at this time.

I think a tribute to not only my
secretary but to all the previous
Chairmen of the Branch Including

Christine’s own Husband, I know she
has served well over 15 years so my
thanks go to her and wish her well in
her and Robins retirements.

The work site under Doug Harris and
Bob Howletts guidance are coming on
at such an amazing rate | know that the
need for workers are greatly increased
as the site at Pewsham Forest and
Calne get bigger. So, any help would
be gratefully received. Please contact
Doug or any one in the branch for
details.

M.C.C website is www.whbct.org.uk/
mcc

Dave Newby
M.C.C. Chairman

Just a quick report on the quiz evening.
It went off very well. We where down
on numbers but thanks to the winning
team returning the prize money we did
make a profit so my thanks must go to
them. A good time was had and hope
for better numbers next year.

M.C.C. Annual General Meeting
The Racheal Fowler Centre Melksham

On the 12" June at 8pm

See page 26 for details.
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started asking about the boats. The
history, the decoration etc. She was
really interested. Then she asked what
he had done shortly before. A stunned
silence followed. So he asked her what
she was referring to. She was referring
to his tea bag slinging !

In a flash he said “Oh, that’s the
traditional boatman’s tea-bag
ceremony”’. He then went on explain :

Traditionally a boatman first thing
every morning makes a pot of tea in the
way of boatmen going back over many
generations. It is a ceremony only
know to boatmen and their families. It
ends with the boatman saying a sacred
phrase as he casts the tea bag into the
canal. It is done to placate the water
gods and ensure a safe journey.

(Not bad for on the spot thinking !)

Later Dave was still waiting for the
group of kids and teachers to arrive
when he heard a conversation going on
outside. He poked his head out of the
cabin hole to see a group of people
standing around — one of which was the

American woman. She was so
fascinated by Dave’s explanation that
she went and told her companions.

The lady was then heard saying that if
they were lucky they too would witness
the “Traditional boatman’s tea-bag
ceremony’’.

Dave looked up to the sky and
wondered what he had done.

Sorry No “Ken'’s Little Digs” this time
around as | have been looking after my
very ill dog Max, and enjoying what
little time he has left. | have only been
to Wiltshire once this year, so, there is
sadly not enough to write about.

May you be well, peaceful and happy,

Ken Whapples
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(Narrowboats). It has now become an
Urban Myth, who can say for sure
where it originated, and do we really
care ?

There are a couple of myths that were
told to me whilst | was at my first
“Bumblehole Rally” (just outside of
Dudley), a few years ago. A guy came
to me to ask if it was true that the
“Mountains” in the Castles on
traditionally painted boats around the
West Midlands, were black. And if so
could they not be in fact coal heaps. |
then explained that after examining
many working boats decoration that |
had NEVER seen any with black
mountains, he went away somewhat
disappointed. | have since checked
with my friend Dave Taylor, who has
worked with Dave Moore, Ron Hough
and indeed Tony Lewry (All well
respected painters. Ron Hough was the
last person trained by Frank Nurser,
and he in turn taught Dave Taylor), and
he had never seen this either.

These misunderstandings arise and
quickly spread. Another one that was
alarmingly being taught to School
Parties visiting a Museum, was that
coal was loaded into the hold of
Narrow Boats in hessian sacks . |
asked several old boatmen including
Fred Heritage; who worked for Alfred
Matty (Well known West Midlands
Boat operator), and British Waterways
as a boatman, and the answer was the
same, after they stopped laughing. No,
it was shovelled in and shovelled out of
the hold manually. | have helped to

unload a “Joey” boat full of coal at the
“Black Country Living Museum” and it
was back breaking. Not something I’d
want to do all day, every day !

My final ‘Myth-busting’ attempt is to
say that | for one very much doubt that
every boat in England and Wales had a
“Measham” Teapot. Measham ware is
horrible gaudy stuff. Maybe those
visiting the area on the Ashby canal
picked up a few pieces, but, it makes
no sense to say that it was to be seen on
every boat.

Next is a cautionary tale of the canal:

The Tale of two tea-bags

Some years ago my friend Dave (Yet
another — | know 20 plus people of that
name, it gets confusing at times), was
awaiting a party of School children to
arrive; They had booked his Camping
boats for the duration, he made himself
a cup of tea. As he got up to open the
cabin doors, he knocked the table,
spilling hot tea everywhere. Cursing
and muttering under his breath, he
opened the cabin doors and angrily
threw the tea bag out into the cut. (Not
very eco-friendly, but, this was before
such things were trendy). He was
surprised to see a figure of a woman on
the towpath, who was staring at the
boats.

He smiled and said hello, and the
American lady (As it turned out to be),
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The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second

Tuesday of each month.

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organisers:

Doug Harris

Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE

Work Parties:

Tel 01249 652236
Tel 01249 653448
Second & last Sunday each month

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this
circulation please contact doug.harris@whbct.org.uk

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM

Chairman:

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB

Secretary:

Tel: 01249 892289

John Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN154AY  Tel: 01225 865246

The weather has been good to us over
recent months, including those few
days between Christmas and New
Year. We had our usual small-scale
canal camp, with the usual familiar
faces. The size of the team grew as the
days went by. We were joined by Rob,
from MCC Branch, who took the
opportunity to be trained by Rachael as
a dumper operator. We spent two days
working at Foxham — the section of
canal at EIm Farm now looks as tidy as
I have ever seen it. We’ve been back
more recently to try (and fail again) to
fix the leak at the VValve Chamber.
More thought will be applied to this
problem, as we very much want to see
this section of canal with water in it.

The Christmas camp weather included
several days of good dry weather (at
least for most of the day) so the

blocklaying started on the towpath side
chamber wall of Lock 4. Progress on
this wall has been quite dramatic since
then, the blocks are now in place half
way to the top of the wall and a recent
team from London WRG made good
progress backfilling behind the block
wall with clay. The bit of the lock that
people will see is the brickwork — and
progress has bordered on spectacular.
Again, we’re grateful to the London
WRG contingent of bricklayers and to
our regular team. The regular team has
recently been welcoming Martin
Thompson and John Miller to work
alongside Michael, Alan and Larry,
Rachael and myself. Last Sunday our
ranks were swelled further as Ron
turned up from Swindon to inspect our
work and do a bit of actual bricklaying.
At lunchtime | spotted, coming up the
towpath, the distinctive profile of Nigel
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from the Chichester area. He came to
visit, was offered a cup of tea for one
hand and a bricklaying trowel for the
other hand. We broke all our records —
just over four courses laid in a single
day.

By the time you read this we’ll have
the scaffolding moved up another ‘lift’.
As the wall rises the height of the
brickwork gets to a point where shorter
bricklayers can’t reach, so the
scaffolding platform has to be moved

up.

Meanwhile our plant maintenance team
has been busy. John and Rachael are
regularly meeting at the Toybox (Trust
plant repair facility) at Dauntsey Lock
for a day each week. They’ve made
good progress on the yellow Johnson
dumper that we plan to use at Lock 4;
and Rachael is very proud of her
success with rebuilding the engine for
The Half Monty, a two-wheel-drive
dumper which is due to go to Hayes
Knoll Lock.

All this dumper now needs is the roll
bar fitted (not a major job), and we
know the engine still starts easily as |
tried it this afternoon. As they are now
into a regular weekly programme
there’s a good opportunity for other
keen plant-fitters to join them. There’s
much to do and I’m sure they’d be
pleased to receive some help. Rachael
is the best person to get in touch with
about this.

If you’re thinking of visiting our
worksite at Seven Locks, do come
prepared for muddy conditions. Colin
Goodhind came by our way back at
Christmas without suitable footwear.
We were pleased that more recently we
were able to show him the work site
(Lock 3 looks good). His car did need a
bit of a push off the verge when he left.

Luke Walker

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme

Seven Locks provides an excellent
opportunity for providing Gold level
Duke of Edinburgh awards, however,
clearly many people would prefer to
start with Bronze or Silver awards
focusing on canal restoration.

If you, or someone you know may be
interested in a DOE placement please

contact Richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk

I am looking at the possibility of a
DOE pilot during 2007 and am keen to
guage the interest that may exist within
the branches.

Richard Bellamy
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A few Waterway Myths— Ken Whapples

I have been thinking for sometime about
writing to dispel misunderstandings
about a few common words and phrases
etc. associated with canals and in
particular boats and boating.

Barge — These are not the craft
commonly seen on Narrow canals, but
are actually predominantly river craft.
The smallest being and Oxford Barge,
which were around 10ft 6” wide.
Barges usually average between 12ft to
16ft wide, and of varying lengths.
Narrow canals have locks bridge holes
and “Narrows” built for boats of about
7ft wide. The Wilts and Berks was built
to accommodate these narrow boats.

Bargee - These were the people who
operated Barges, usually in the London
and South East. They were itinerant
workers, with a reputation for
aggressive, drunken behaviour. The
opposite in fact of the Steerers of
Narrow Boats, who lived on board and
were renown to be gentle and caring
within their own community.
(Although I have heard a few tales
about fights at locks, but that is for
another time ...). Boatman or Steerer is
the correct term.

Buckby Can — This is a term used by
many to refer to a Water Can. It stems
from the book “Narrowboat” by L.T.C.
Rolt, where he was talking about the
water can that he bought at Long
Buckby. He called it the Buckby can. |
have heard boaters in modern cruisers
refer to their water cans as Buckby

cans, which is a misunderstanding of
Tom Rolt’s original meaning.

Lock Key - This would be a Windlass
then ! I’ve not heard a working
boatman refer to a windlass as a ‘Lock
Key’ and this seems to be a modern
invention.

Narrowboat - This is yet another one
down to Mr Rolt. It was the title of his
book , that many (Including myself),
first started to understand the lives of
the people living and working on the
canals. The title of the book seems to
be the first time ever that the two words
were used together as a single word to
describe the boats. Before this all the
references that | have seen talk about
Narrow Boats. However it is now a
term used by people operating working
boats to differentiate between working
boats (Narrow Boats) and modern
cruisers (Narrowboats).

Another term that infuriates many is to
call a cruiser a Noddy Boat. According
to the Boatman, author and ex-teacher
David Blagrove it was him that in-
vented the term, to originally describe
the “Floating Gin Palaces” or GRP
cruisers. (Not unlike the character
played by Eric Sykes in the film “The
Bargee”). Many people have claimed to
have originated the term, but, it is
usually used by people as a derisory
term for modern cruisers



The seven wonders of the Wilts & Berks Canal

As you all know we in the Swindon
branch have run a day out every year to
a different canal to give our members
and their friends a taste of what our
canal could look like.

During our discussions with those that
turn up it has become apparent that
although most of our members know a
great deal about the canal in Swindon
they know little of its progress outside
of the town.

For this reason we felt there is a need
for a trip along our own canal just to
show people the huge amount of work
that is going on all along its length.

There are of course a lot more than
seven things to see but it seemed a
good title for this subject

We intend taking parties of about ten to
a dozen at a time in a mini bus to view
the entire 52 miles of the canal
including my seven favourites.

Dauntsey Lock, Seven Locks,
Chaddington Lock, River Key
Aqueduct, Latton Basin, Stepping
Stones Bridge, and of course the new
Jubilee Junction at Abingdon.

This will be a full day out with a pub

lunch or Canal side picnic.

Driver and tour guide will be on board
and the cost will be very low as all we
have to cover is the cost of the mini bus
and the fuel.

It is hoped to run this from Swindon at
regular intervals depending on the
response from you our members.

Operating on a Saturday or Sunday you
will get the chance to meet some of the
work parties for yourselves and talk to
them about their projects.

You may wish to fill a mini bus
yourselves with friends or family or
perhaps a pub or club outing.

Alternatively you may like to come
along and meet other members from
the Greater Swindon area on a mixed
trip of like minded people.

If a day out like this appeals to you
please get in touch with anyone from
the Swindon Branch or phone ROY on
01793 634907 or JAN on 01793
523048.

Roy Cartwright
Swindon Branch Chair
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FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser:

Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE

Work Parties:

Tel 07979 862195

Every Sunday at about 10:00am

Our work programme for the coming months will mostly be at Seven Locks,
though we are also expecting to do one Sunday at Steppingstones Lane Bridge,
Shrivenham. The work at Seven Locks will mostly be bricklaying, blocklaying

and concreting.

Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or visit a work

party.

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch

WOOTTON BASSETT

Chairman:

Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ

Secretary:  Vacant

The meteorologists wouldn’t
need all their expensive
equipment and big computers
to tell us this has been one of
the wettest winters on record if
they had attended a couple of
our work parties. Fortunately
though it had generally been
quite mild, which is just as
well as we seem to have spent
many hours sitting or lying
down on wet planks
constructing the steelwork for
the spillweir, or the wooden

shuttering to support the base. Only on (A flooded spillweir construction site -

a couple of occasions did we actually
have a build up of snow on our safety
helmets!
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Our target has been to install the
concrete base for the spillweir as soon
as possible and to that end we have
been on site three or four days a week.
Despite the weather I can’t remember
one day when we were rained off, and
only one day where the cold beat us
and we shut shop an hour early.

(Excavation complete —
Branch photo)

Many of the passing public
told us we were quite mad to
carry on working — quite
perceptive, the local people.

Even though conditions have

been grim on times we have

been able to welcome some

new and enthusiastic regulars

and a number of visitors

through the winter. The

enthusiasm, dedication and tea
drinking ability of the

volunteers has been quite remarkable.
Whilst generally trying not to mention
names for fear of leaving someone out

I must mention Ron Robertson who has
dragged himself out of retirement to
help us. He has offered us much sound
advice and spent hours sitting on an
upturned bucket wiring bits of steel
together. We have been able to use
pre-formed wire ties, and special
gadgets to twist them, to hold the steel
together.

This has speeded up the
process greatly and it is
surprising how many
thousands we used. We have
also used a huge amount of
timber to form the support for
the base. Whilst we have been
able to recycle all of the
timber we salvaged from the
lock construction we have had
to purchase a lot more. The
day the last Dragonfly landed
on members doormats | had a call from
a member who runs Wiltshire Wood
Recycling

(Steelwork in place—Branch photo)
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The 'Walk a Boat and Back' event is
open to all. The boats need to be
carried along the route but can be
anything from a lightweight canoe to
an inflatable dinghy, or a small model
boat. A trophy will be awarded to the
youth group or individual that has
made or decorated the 'Best Boat' for  Also, please let Richard Bellamy know
the event. Fancy dress is also so that details can be added to the Trust
encouraged. website and find its way into the next

edition of Dragonfly.

Event Requests

If your branch is organising an event
please ensure that you let Jan Flanagan
the Events Director know the full
details.

Peter Williams

] Richard Bellamy
Melksham Chippenham & Calne o .
Communications Director

Melksham Chippenham & Calne
Branch would like to invite you to a
BBQ

Lower Foxhangers, Rowde, Devizes
(at the Bottom of Caen Hill)

Sunday 13" May from 12noon — 2pm

(or as long as the heat lasts)

We'll supply the heat, the drink and music’ You supply the eats
and chairs & table

For further info contact Dave Newby on 01380 813695

Minimum donation of £1 per person
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WALK THE WILTS & BERKS!
SUNDAY APRIL 22nd 2007.

=X =
Sponsored Walk and ‘Walk a Boat” from Chippenham to Lacock and back.

(Approximately eight miles)

The Melksham,Chippenham and Calne Branch are organising another sponsored
walk following the line of the former waterway from the ButterCross, Market
Place, Chippenham (near the canal’s original terminus at Chippenham Bus Sta-
tion) to the Bell Inn at Bewley, Lacock and back again.

Entrants are encouraged to seek sponsorship for each ‘leg’ of the route but will
be asked to pay a fee of £3 (made payable to the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust)
for a map, sponsorship form and information relevant to the walk. The walk will
be started at 10.30a.m. from the ButterCross, Market Place, Chippenham.

The Trust encourage youth groups and local organisations to get involved so a
new theme of “Walk a Boat and Back’ has been added; Carrying a light-weight
boat between Chippenham and Lacock emphasizes the fact that boats once
navigated between these two locations.

Those who wish to dress the part are also encouraged to do so! A trophy will be
awarded to the group with the best boat, (judged at the Bell Inn.) The 2006
winners were Chippenham Sea Cadets.

The walk may also provide an ideal opportunity for Ten Tors training or Duke of
Edinburgh Award schemes. One entry fee can cover individuals, families or
youth groups.

Each year the canal changes as restoration progresses. Walkers in 2007 will be
able to see the completely restored Double Bridge with a significant length of
canal back in water again. Eventually it is hoped that the day will become a
combined walking and boating event.

For further information and/or to take part please contact
Peter Williams 01249 652248.

e-mail peter.williams32@btinternet.com

or write to

The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust,

117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon. SN4 7AU
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(wiltshirewoodrecycling.org.uk). He
read the account of the ‘great flood’ at
the site and rang to explain his
company sells timber at good prices
and saved from landfill sites. We were
able to purchase some of our timber
requirement from them, save money
and support recycling which is good all
round.

Early in February we realised that we
would soon be in a position to

install the base concrete and

we set a target date of

Saturday 3" March for the big

event. This would involve

pumping the concrete from the
nearest access point as it was

not possible for the lorries to

get close to the spillweir. We

would require an estimated

eight or nine lorries of

concrete to complete the base.

The pump and concrete was

ordered and we spent a very busy few
weeks making sure everything was
ready, including contacting as many
people as we could to see if they could
support us on the day.

The weather forecast was good for the
3" and we were on site at 7am to find
the pump was waiting for us. By the
time the pump was in position and set
up the first concrete lorry had arrived.
Concrete pumping started at 7.45 and
the next four hours were a blur until
lorry number nine completed the base.
We had eighteen volunteers on site at
one point including some Essex WRG
members who were kindly ‘loaned’ to
us by Rachael at Seven Locks. The
concrete pump did not extend as far as

we were led to believe so there was a
lot of raking and grunting to get the
concrete to the furthest points. Just as
well we had such a good turnout of
volunteers. By the time we had
completed all the bits and pieces, had a
drop or two of tea and generally
cleaned everything up, it was four
o’clock and time to go home. The
weather had been glorious all day
which made things easier.

(Well on the way to completion -
Branch photo)

The following day was so wet it would
have been impossible to concrete in
such conditions so we were really
lucky. Many thanks to all those who
turned out and made the day go so
well.

So what’s next, oh yes, we have to
build the walls and the runoff to the
stream so we should be busy for quite a
while.

John Bower
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We will have some fun on the water at
Templars Firs when we welcome
Highworth Canoe Club with kayaks
and Canadian canoes on the water on
Whit Sunday, 27" May. With the Trust
display tent, refreshments and a canal
trail, we hope we can attract as many
people as possible from the area to
discover the Canal.

Before that on Easter Saturday Luke
Walker is going to drive a minibus to
take some Branch members to visit
restoration sites — we’ll start at Seven
Locks and head west, and see how far
we get by the end of the morning.
Places are fully booked and if this goes
well we will take a bigger vehicle and
do it again!

The Branch will also be taking the
Trust display tent to the Forest Festival
at Jubilee Lake in Wootton Bassett on
May 19" and to the High Street
Festival on August 5.

In February, a group of us went to look

repaired in 1995 and is still in good
condition, but we will ask to carry out
some clearing of plant growth which
would threaten the structure. The
stretch is in similar relation to Wootton
Bassett as the Front Garden is to
Swindon. But in this case the 1500
dwelling development being discussed
between 1997 and 2001, which would
have seen the canal restored, was
shelved. The canal route therefore is
still an attractive walk, with views all
the way back up to the Town, but
regrettably not with public access. A
dream for the future!

More possible is restoration to the east,
and we wait expectantly for the
completion of the engineering study on
the best route past Studley Grange
landfill site.

Jenny Stratton
Branch chair

at Dunnington Aqueduct. The stretch of

canal route between the Lyneham Road

and Station Road is in private
ownership so we gained permission to
access the route. The aqueduct was
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helped in its preparation. We expect to
publish the report shortly when we
expect to submit the new route to the
Local Development Framework (ex
Local Plan) process . This new process
is somewhat more challenging but we
are working with West Wiltshire
District Council to provide all the
necessary information so the route is
secured. Melksham has been a long
haul but I for one cannot wait for the
2" grand Junction opening — and you
want a prediction!? -2009 is the year
when if all goes well we may well
witness for the first time boats coming
off the K & A up towards Melksham.

Thames Crossing at Cricklade

Peter Brett Associates have had
considerable delays in gathering the
required information due to the wet
winter, but should now deliver the
report in the next few months.

Thames Water- Abingdon Reservoir

You will have seen that our years of
close liaison on the scheme have
produced some interesting proposals
that represent millions of pounds of
investment, which will deliver a
substantial part of the canal and the
required infra structure

New Partnership phase
You can see that much of what has

so far but we must now address the
future.

Our Partnership has undoubtedly
entered a new phase with the Trust
assuming quite rightly more and more
of the roles and responsibilities, in
delivering the restoration on the
ground. | mentioned this on the
appointment of Ken Oliver last year
and with John Laverick already a
proven very accomplished and
respected Chairman; the Trust is in
good hands and can face the future
with confidence.

In my view, however, it is vital that the
Partnership is maintained for on-going
stability. | have decided to call it a day
and plan to step aside while helping to
arrange an orderly transition . The
Partnership is strong and will be
maintained to provide the right balance
of technical expertise, advice and,
where possible, leverage funding. The
Partnership has provided a good
strategic overview of the overall
delivery and will continue to do so,
while acknowledging the change in the
requirements for the post, particularly
in the current climate of uncertainty of
funding

While I shall move quietly to one side,
I will always maintain a keen interest
in the Canal and follow its progress
with great interest. There is real hope
and optimism in the air as once again

All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 105 must
be with the editor no later than 1st June 2007. If you are not a current
contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor
at editor@wbct.org.uk
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been, is, and will be achieved has
come about because of partnership
working. | would like to thank all our
Partners for their support for the project

we all set our minds to the many
challenges on, off and by the water.

Chaloner Chute
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Partnership News

Chaloner Chute, Project Officer for the Wilts &
Berks Canal Partnership writes:

It has been a wet spell and our ditches
are full. I recall when our house
flooded 7 years ago the then Chairman
Tony Davy asked why | was storing all
that water in my house...we needed it
in the canal! I did see the funny side...

Lotto Life

I wrote last time that Lotto life was
very hectic and you may have noticed
that I did not report in the last edition
of Dragonfly well, just as we had
completed our team appointments, |
went off sick. Thankfully we have a
skillful and versatile team and Ken
supported by Anna ,David, Angela and
Tracey have been able to progress the
project with the consultants to start to
write the documents required for the
Stage 2 bid

You may not be aware that Anna
Crosbie,who supported me so ably
through the original bid, has now been
able to complete all her arrangements,
and is on her way to start a new life
with her husband and family in her
native New Zealand. In thanking her
for all her hard work for the project we
also wish her every success in the
exciting opportunity.

I am taking more of a back seat now,
and have agreed to help with the
match-funding and the training and
social inclusion aspects.

The Cricklade

Country Way, as other

similar projects,

provides the potential as an excellent
training ground and may bring
opportunities for young graduates,
trainee craftsmen, College and
University students alike. I am
currently discussing with the various
bodies appropriate ways in which their
practical programmes can be bolted on
to our projects.

Moreover, if properly managed, the
projects involved may give those
disaffected young, youth offenders and
probationers a chance of re-connecting
with real life, engaging in something
really worthwhile in which they can
rediscover self-respect, new skills and a
sense of purpose, as well as a sense of
pride and achievement ..

This is a new area for the project and
one which I believe will bear fruit. It is
very much opening up the restoration
to members of the community, even
those who have not had the slice of
life’s luck as we may have. As
important, these schemes will press
many Government policy buttons.

The K & A Junction

Our new report from consultants Black
& Veatch is currently being reviewed
by the many stakeholders who have
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The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at the Cross Keys, High Street, Wootton Bassett at
8.00pm on the first Monday of each month.

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION:
Organiser:

John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU Tel 01793 636297
Work Parties:
There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details.

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the
construction of Chaddington spill weir.
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For the last 25 years Swindon branch members have been doing a
walk through the town centre showing people the route of the canal
in this area.

Now with the use of new technology we have been able to put all
this information on a D.V.D. which you can sit and watch from the
comfort of your own front room instead of walking 4 miles.
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| Using Keith’s history talks, Jan’s collection of old Pictures, Roy‘s |
. voice over, Gary’s photography and Richards computer skills we ]
. have produced a slice of Swindon history that will stir your I
. memories and help you to understand how Swindon developed from
iojo a town on the hill to today’s vibrant 21 century location. H
[l )|
I |
I |
‘ |
‘ |
I |
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If you would like a copy of this D.V.D. please phone Roy
Cartwright on 01793 634907 and order it.

The price is £ 7 including delivery by hand along the canal line area.

If you have an old D.V.D. player please check to see if you need
D.V.D.+RorD.V.D. -R.

Most newer machines will play both formats
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SWINDON

Chairman: Roy Cartwright 25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH
Secretary: Oliver Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ

January and its time for Swindon’s
open Branch meeting.

Every year we open our normal branch
meeting up to all those members that
support us all year round but do not
attend our regular branch meetings.

Again this year the response was
overwhelming with over 100 members
of the Swindon branch turning out plus
invited guests that included 3 Town
Councillor’s, 4 members of the
Crapper Family and 4 members of the
Council of Management.

It required a dozen of the Swindon
branch members to organise and run
the evening and a big thanks goes to
each one. Everyone attending said what
a great evening it turned into.

Such was the success that we are
already looking for a bigger venue with
parking for next years event.

After opening the meeting | asked Ken
to give an overview of the Lottery Bid
for the North Wilts Canal, and the
Swindon Central Route Survey.

Support for his report came from Rob
Bluh Leader of the Swindon Town
Council who gave us his hopes and
aspirations for the canal in the forth
coming period.

Oliver our W.P.O. was next up and he
used a D.V.D to show the work that
had been done in the last year and what
was needed in the future.

Tel 01793 634907
Tel 07785 775993

Jan bless her had lost her voice talking
to so many people on the phone about
the meeting and the organisation of it
but she battled on in true war time
spirit to give her report on forthcoming
events and publicity. | then ran a very
successful Irish Bingo Game which
raised a further £98 for the branch
funds before we stopped for a very well
presented repast and a chance for
members to talk to each other.

In the second half we showed a D.V.D
called A Walk Through Time In
Swindon, Showing how it looked then
and now. Keith Walker did the Intro, |
did the voice over, and Richard our
Dragonfly Editor compiled the footage
and the pictures into a brilliant piece of
computer work.

So successful was the D.V.D. that we
intend to make a new one for next
years meeting about the North Wilts
Canal, its history and its future.

The D.V.D we have made is now on
sale and you can read how to buy it
here in Dragonfly.

Please note that when you order a copy
state that you need D.V.D.+R or
D.V.D.-R as some machines will not
run both. We also ran a raffle with 14
prizes and finished with another game
of Irish Bingo ( great fun, if you would
like to know how it works give me a
call).

January also brought us 17 items in the
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The 2006th member in 2006 !

Many of you may remember Chris
Toms’ challenge to the Trust to reach
2006 members in 2006.

We are pleased to confirm that this
challenge was successfully achieved
with Des and Pat Clarke joining the
Trust as members 2005 and 2006
respectively.

The picture above shows Trust
Chairman John Laverick (right)
presenting a certificate of membership

to mark the occasion. We would like to
welcome both Des and Pat along with
all other members who have joined the
Trust since the last edition of
Dragonfly. | am sure it will not be too
long before our Membership Secretary
suggests a further membership target—
you have been warned !

Richard Bellamy
Editor
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All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 105 must
be with the editor no later than 1st June 2007.
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Truth is stranger than fiction!

Further to our mission to establish the
designer/builder of the Narrowboat
Dragonfly and the information printed
in “Dragonfly”, the Trust office
received a phone call in January.

(Model narrowboat Dragonfly—Ann
O’Donoghue)

It was from the previous owner, Mr
Ray Prince, who is not only a Wilts &
Berks Life member, and a Wootton
Bassett branch member but also used to
live in Wootton Bassett and be a close
neighbour and known to myself.

Ray was astonished to find the model
he had recently put up for sale, already
sold and returned to the Trust at
Wootton Bassett.

In Cornwall, Ray had occasion to work
on the Coastal watch at Polruan with a
colleague Mr Mike Nash. His hobby
was making model boats, one of which
he had made a few years earlier when
associated with Stratford on Avon.
About four years ago, Mike Nash
decided to leave Cornwall and move to

Norfolk to share a home with his

daughter and family. Anticipating not

having sufficient time to spare for all

his models he passed on Dragonfly to a

worthy home with Ray. Here it
remained until the summer of
2006 when Ray, also
suffering from ill health
moved house (although still
remained near Looe). Shortly
after this Ann O’Donoghue
bought the model on a chance
visit to Looe.

From Trust members and
Wootton Bassett friends we
wish Jill and Mike Prince
good health and happy times
in their new home.

If anyone is aware of the current
address of Mike Nash in Norfolk, can
you kindly telephone the office on
08452 268567

We would like Mike to be aware of the
current very appropriate home for his
model narrowboat Dragonfly.

Ann O’Donoghue
Trust Administrator

[If you have similar stories and
coincidences that seem stranger than
fiction, please feel free to let us know
via Richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk -
Ed]
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local press, periodicals, and free sheets.

This is just what we need right now,
Maximum Publicity at every

opportunity, We need to be in the
public eye at every chance we get so if
you think we are missing a chance let
me know.

On this note after our Town Central
Display in December we had another
on 24" February.

These are always a great attraction and
we get to meet hundreds of shoppers on
a Saturday, Well worth the effort.

February and at long last the
contractors have begun work at
Moredon to build the wing walls of the
Moredon Bridge.

This project has taken a long time and a
lot of blood, sweat, and tears, to get off
the ground but it has now become a
reality thanks to the Crappers Land Fill
Tax Money.

Ken did most of the paper work, Eddie
did the engineering and plans, and Ray
has project managed it on the canals
behalf since the contractors moved in.

All in all a great achievement by
everyone that helped in bringing this
idea into a reality.

We knew it was too big a project to

take on ourselves but had to swallow
hard at the £130.000 price tag.

By the time you read this it should all
be finished ( See front cover - Ed)
and a beautiful view of the North Wilts
Canal should be visible to everyone as
they cross this bridge from West
Swindon up to the Shopping Centre in
North Swindon.

This is just the first part of the
reopening of the canal all the way from
Moredon to Cricklade via the Lottery
Bid, ( watch this space ).

If this inspires you to get on board
please come along to our meetings,
We need all the help we can get and it
really is great fun to learn new skills
like hedge laying etc.

We are out there most Sundays from
10am to 5pm, Though some like
myself usually slope off about 1 to go
to the pub but if you can give us a
couple of hours it would be much
appreciated.

Roy Cartwright
Branch Chairman
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All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 105 must
be with the editor no later than 1st June 2007. If you are not a current
contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor

at editor@wbct.org.uk
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Exciting Times in Swindon

Anyone who has been reading the local hope to start restoration on this section
press in Swindon recently will know in the next 12 months, bringing the
that the canal restoration is very much  canal ever closer to the town.

a 'hot topic'. Council Leader Roderick
Bluh last appeared in the Evening
Advertiser in Faringdon Road saying
he wanted to put the canal where the
road now is !

Ken Oliver
Trust C.E.O.

Behind the scenes much is also
happening- in partnership with the

[ Many members have requested an
update on the central Swindon route.
Trust, Swindon Borough Council is The letters page contains a sample
now commissioning what will be the  |etter, however, the entire page could
fourth study on this issue- thistime to  have been filled with the same

look at viable solutions for the central  question.

route. We hope this report will be

Following on from Ken’s comments I
completed by June 2007.

hope to be able to publish an update on
To compliment these activities | have  the central Swindon route and the Bor-
been taking a look at a possible ough of Swindon study in a forthcom-
Swindon Branch restoration project ing issue of Dragonfly. If you would
continuing the current work at Purton  like to know anything specific please let
Road. The historic route towards me know and | will attempt to address
Cheney Manor is still mostly intact for it in this piece. - Ed]

a further kilometre towards Hreod

Parkway school, including two more of

the Moredon Lock flight. Subject to

suitable agreements and surveys we

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm
on the first Tuesday of each month.

BRANCH WEB-SITE: www.whbct.org.uk

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:
Oliver Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ Tel 07785 775993
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the last lock keeper and chance to meet

his descendents. Visitors can walk
around the site and see the restoration
work undertaken by volunteers of both
Trusts and the Waterways Recovery
Group. This work could not have been
done without the financial support of
Richard Crapper MD of Crapper and

Sons landfill Ltd. Refreshments will be

available on the day. For further
information and offers of help, please
contact Doug Small on 10628 544666
or e-mail dg.small@ukonline.co.uk or
visit http://www.lattonbasin.gentle-
highway.info

Sat/Sun/Mon 25th—27th August
IWA Festival and Boat show St lves
(Huntingdon)

The Trust marquee/display will be
present throughout this event and
members will spread the word about
the amazing achievements planned for

the Wilts and Berks. There are camping

facilities available (details from
www.waterways.org.uk). Excellent
evening entertainment is put on for
boaters, campers and exhibitors. The

Huntingdon Tourist Information Centre

(01480 388588) will supply details of
many additional attractions for visitors
to explore. Their website is
www.huntsleisure.org.uk

Help on the Trust stall would be
welcome from any members, even if it

is only for a couple of hours. Please
contact Janet Flanagan on 01793
523048 or e-mail
janet.flanagan@wbct.org.uk

Janet Flanagan
Events Coordinator

Trust Photographer

Branches are reminded that the Trust
has a resident photographer in Gary
Mason (see front cover).

Gary has an excellent range of
materials and may be able to assist
branches with their photographic
coverage of events and restoration.

If you have need of Gary’s services,
please contact him at
gary.mason@wbct.org.uk

Trust Materials

The Trust is very anxious to ensure that
the office has copies of all Trust related
materials (drawings, plans etc).

If you hold any materials and believe
the Trust may not have a copy, please
contact Ann O’Donoghue at the office
who can arrange for them to be stored
centrally and/or copied to ensure the
archive is complete.

Richard Bellamy
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Forthcoming Events 2007

I would like to draw your attention to
four events in which the Trust will play
a part. Visitors are welcome and
likewise offers of help from members.

Sat.27 May—Canal day at Wootton
Bassett 11.00am— 4pm

The Wootton Bassett branch are
organising a day of activities around
the canal at Templars Firs (access off
Marlborough Road). Anyone can bring
their canoes and small boats and launch
them from the slipway. Visitors can
celebrate and explore the one mile of
restored canal and visit Chaddington
top lock and see progress on the new
spillweir. Refreshments will be
available. For further information and
offers of help, please contact Jenny
Stratton on 01793 850310 or e-mail
jenny.stratton@whbct.org.uk

Sat. 28th July— Purton Stoke
Historic Fayre 1.0pm—evening

This is a fun event for all the family re-
living the times of 1819 and includes
food, entertainment and crafts of that
period so visitors please come in period
costume. It focuses around the murder
of Steven Rodway (7th May 1819) and
the subsequent public hanging of his
assailant Robert Watkins at Purton
Stoke, which was attended by

thousands of people. Rodway was a
coal and salt merchant at Cricklade-
Wharf on the Thames and Severn ca-
nal. Watkins, who came from Wootton
Bassett had worked on the Grand
Union, and Wilts & Berks. There will
be a staged presentation of the events
leading to the murder, trial and
execution. Cricklade and Swindon
branches will be involved.

On 2nd April 1819 the North Wilts
canal was opened. It is hoped that with
current Cricklade Country Way lotto
plans we can celebrate the reopening in
2019. Information on this even can be
found at website
www.purtonstokehistoricfayre.co.uk

For offers to help please contact Dave
Warren on 0780 8656580 or e-mail
dave.warren@wbct.org.uk

Sat 4th August - Latton Basin
Heritage site open day 11lam—3pm

This celebrates the first anniversary of
the launch of a unique project of
cooperation between the Wilts & Berks
and Cotswold Canals, Jane and Bob
Mitchell (owners of basin cottage) and
with kind permission of the CWS
(adjoining landowners). There will be
photo displays concerning the history
of the basin and a chance to hear about
the fascinating stories of Alfred Howse
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CRICKLADE
01249 819640
01793 750335

Chairman: Dave Warren

Secretary: Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG

As you know there are some nice from Ontario who have joined the trust.
people around. Following the reports of ( To the Editor in the Winter 06).

our stolen trailer at the end of last year, |;m 4 frequent visitor to some of my
two canal supporters offered their own family who live in Peterborough,
trailers to us. One, used to transport a Ontario and walk to one of the great

?(I)iodtelro\;lvgsi ; L(‘)Sl;[ too big, the other 11 canal structures in that fine city. The

although needing
some repair work.
This is now well
underway. We
would like to thank
both Dave and
Mark for their
offer.

We have had
several meetings
re: the Cricklade
Country way with
both Ken Oliver
and Savilles,
employed to pursue
the lottery
application.

Designs for the Hayes knoll Lock are
being examined by engineers in our
group, and suggestions forwarded to

(Peterborough Lift Lock Ontario -
Dave Warren)

Peterborough lift lock ( picture above )
is the highest in the world and situated

the designers. Work to clear the floor o, the Trent-Severn waterways system.
(invert) of the lock is underway with ¢ \ya5 completed in 1904 and raises/

volunteer help and from the River Key  |qwers 65 feet (19.8 m). The boats
aqueduct transfer of materials, travel in 2 water filled caissons and

equipment and the real priorities such  yriven by a huge hydraulic ram,
as the tea making facilities set-up and

running.

Glad also, to welcome our two
Canadian members Dixie and Westcar
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hand one underwater, both
unloading or loading boats.

The Peterborough lift lock
followed on from three lift locks
built in England, Belgium and
France.

The “Anderton Lift lock™ at
Liverpool is also worth a visit,
both locks in Canada and
England have a visitor centre
and | know the Peterborough
lock has boat trips (not sure
about Liverpool) including
onboard meals, social events
and even wedding parties, but
don’t let that put you off lads.
Visit in the Autumn and you can
see the brilliant colours of the
trees as well.

Dave Warren

(Caissons lifting vessels - i
WPO Cricklade

Dave Warren)

This picture shows the left hand
caisson in the top position and the right

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday
of each month.

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL
Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580

Work Parties:

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile
south of Cricklade on the B4553. .(Due to the lack of drawings for Hayes Knoll work parties are
suspended until the new year, anybody interested \Wootton Bassett need some volunteers for their
work )
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WILTS &BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS

From Narme
Address
Registered Charity
No. 299595 Postcode
Description Size

W&BCT Clothing — blue T-shirt
with yellow logo, sizes Polo shirt

available: )
S, M, L, XLand XXL Sweatshirt

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3to 16 years

WE&BCT Christrras Cards — pack of 5 with
envelopes — picture of Beavan’s Bridge SALE

WE&BCT Tea Towel
WE&BCT metal lapel badge — 2cm diameter
W&BCT circular car sticker — 8cmdiameter

WE&BCT car Fancy a dirty weekend? —We DIG
stickers Canals!
19.5cmxX7cm  Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!
W & BCT Burgees

The Wilts & Berks Canal by LJ Dalby — Oakwood
Press, 3% edn. (definitive history of the canal)

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small— Terrpus
Publishing, 3 edn. (historic pictures of the canal)

o Postage rates are per itemand apply toUK
addresses only. Please enquire about postage
overseas or if you would like to arrange to
collect your order.

Please post order to
Heather Young

117 High Street
Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 7AU
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Telephone
- Postage  Total
Qty  Price 2% £ p
4.95 150
795 150
9% 2.00
6.90 150
1.00 075
300 050
250 SAE
050 SAE
1.00 SAE
1.00 SAE
1100 SAE
8% 150
12:99 150
Total goods & postage
Donation to W&BCT
Total payable
Cheques payable to WEBCT please
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596
Decembery2006 Price List



Melksham Calne & Chippenham
Annual General Meeting

To be held at The Rachael Fowler Centre
Melksham

On the 12" June at 8pm

Nominations for posts must reach the secretary
before the meeting

Could I just point out that there are 300 plus members in the branch so it would be
nice to see some of you at the A.G. M. As there are some retirements in the branch
nomination are needed for Chairman ,Secretary, & Soctal Secretary.

Secretary Mrs C Watt Email watt.boa@talktalk.net

WBCT Trust Website

Have your say on Trust matters via the Branch and Trust website. Keep up to
date with the latest developments and learn about forthcoming events.

Purchase Trust merchandise, give gift membership and take photo and video
tours of stretches of the canal.

www.wbct.org.uk
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WEST VALE

Chairman: Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR
Secretary: Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF

It’s been pretty quiet here,
apart from the weather! Steppingstone
Bridge has been left wrapped up for the
winter. Much has been done with all
three brick layers of the arch now
completed. The arch formers and the
scaffolding supports have been relaxed
to let the arch settle. Work will
re-commence as soon as the better/drier
weather of spring arrives. We are to
have another, much appreciated, visit
from WRG, this time for over a week,
at Easter (Sat 31st March till Monday
9™ April) so progress on the bridge will
start earlier this year. The first job will
be to rebuild the abutment walls. Wilts
& Berks volunteers will be attending as
well so hopefully we can get a lot done.
Branch volunteers will be on site doing
preparation works and assembling
materials before they all arrive.

All hands to the pumps (yes the
site has to be pumped out as part of the
preparations) — the more the merrier —
fancy a go? - just volunteer! There’s
plenty to do!

* Tel: 01793 783024
Tel: 01793 782776

Our branch’s major winter
tasks have been to trim back the
towpath hedges and continue with the
installation of containers and fencing
for our equipment compound at the
Canalside Park. Minor tasks have
included clearing fallen trees and
collecting litter, repairing the
noticeboards and putting up warning
signs, planting screening shrubs etc
around the compound, gapping up
hedges, path and fence repairs, just the
general odd jobs that us branch navvies
are good at!

Soon it will be all branch hands
to the pumps — well mowers actually,
with all this rain and mild weather the
grass and weeds will romp away!

Alan Norris
Branch Chairman.

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month.

BRANCH WEB-SITE:

www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:
ORGANISER: Chris Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF Tel: 01793 782776
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EAST VALE

Chairman: Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA
Secretary: Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL

Spring is in the air. The rain has
stopped ...for the moment...and over
here is the East VVale we continue with
the on-going work.

It is good to see the progress at West
Challow with the fencing nearly
complete, and | hope to be able to
announce the opening of the footpath
later in the Spring. A cub-leader of my
acquaintance has an entire cub pack
ready and waiting to plant more trees
and bulbs as soon as we give the
word...so in future years I hope the
bank-side will be thick with hedgerow
and spring flowers.

Work has also continued at Childrey
Wharf. In recent months the East Vale
Branch have taken possession of their
new excavator and very nice it looks
too!

On the publicity front, | have just
passed on to the Summer Festival our
dates for canal walks. It would be nice

VA AA AVA AVA A% A4 A7A A7 AV AVA AV A7 A7 A7 AVA A A% A A A A /B

Tel 01235 763072
Tel 01235 769615

to see some faces from more our
members so please put the following
dates in your diary.

Firstly: Tuesday 12" June . The usual
walk from West Challow to Grove,
starting a West Challow village hall
7.30pm

Secondly Tuesday 26™ June a new
circular walk starting at East Challow
Village hall 7.30pm 1 % hours taking
in East Challow, Grove Top Lock, the
remains of the Wantage Arm and
around historic Wantage.

For further details please call me.

Brian Stovold
Branch Chair

All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 105 must
be with the editor no later than 1st June 2007. If you are not a current
contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor

at editor@whbct.org.uk
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first
Wednesday of each month. BRANCH WEB-SITE: www.wantage-waterway.co.uk

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ
Tel 01865 820140
Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times

The East Vale work sites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, EIms
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge.

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:

Organiser: Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ Tel 01993 201064

Work Parties: meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am

Current work sites cover Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements.

Are you Landlocked?

Want to move your boat?

Wish to cruise elsewhere?

Let me tow it for you ... Up to 30 feet long and two tons.

Fully Insured

Contact Howard on 07831 738753 or 01963 34863



