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Cricklade Country Way Lottery Bid being Delivered  -  
Ken Oliver 
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2 Westlease Road Construction  -  Gary Mason 

Tricky access at Chaddington Spillweir  -  John Bower 
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Trust Officials 

Chairman John Laverick, Springfield House, Mani Street, Keevil, Wilts. BA14 6LU                 * 01380 870432 

Vice Chair Allan Norris,Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL                  *01793 783024 

                   Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                                    * 07979 862195 

General Secretary  Vacant 

Treasurer/Co Sec. Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG                    *01793 771548 

IWA Rep: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge KT13 8DH                                                 * 01932 855899 
 

Chief Executive: Ken Oliver, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU                        *08452268567 

Administrator: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 7AU                      *0845 2268567 
 

Project Director—Central Ken Oliver (details above) 

Project Director—East Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP                         *01235 204115 

Project Director—North (See Luke Walker Vice Chair entry above) 

Projects Director—West Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde SN10 1SS                  *01380 828254 

Work Parties Director 

       Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB                       *01249 892289 

Engineering Director—Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon SN3 1HP                       *01793 534404 

Wildlife & Environment Team Director 

                 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                        *01793 850310 

WRGrep/Technical Ops. George Eycott, 36 Grange Ct, Boundary Rd, Newbury RG14 7PH        *01635 569449 

Engineering: Alistair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell St, Cirencester, GL7 2BQ                                      * 01285 652006 

Health & Safety: Simon Rosser                                                                                                       * 07768 917128 
 

Landowner Liaison Director Jenny Stratton (see Wildlife & Environment above) 

Liaison/Swindon Branch Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator) 

Oxfordshire CC & Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 

             Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage OX12 7DN                                                     * 01235 762555 

Comms Dir./Website  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB             *07973 172202 

Events Dir. Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 1NN                                              *01793 523048 

Membership Director 

             Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Ave, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0SJ                                 * 01708 342036 

Archivist Doug Small, 8 Raymond Rd, Maidenhead SL6 6DF                                                         *01628 544666 

Sales Admin. 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN14 7AU                                                  *0845 226 8567 
 

Fundraising Director  Martin Buckland (See Project Director East) 

Corporate Membership (Swindon) 23 Leverton Gate Broome Manor Swindon SN3 1ND  01793 344220 
 

Council of Management. The names of members are underlined above 
 

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address in the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings).firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings). 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2007 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Roger Crapper 

 

Office Tel. Number   TEL: 0845 226 8567 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER:      ‘Maiden Voyage’ Jenny Stratton at Wootton Bassett open day 

PHOTOGRAPHER:  Wootton Bassett Branch 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST      
PATRON:  H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL IN WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

THROUGH  EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU  
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DRAGONFLY 106 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid October 2007 

Please send articles and reports for    
inclusion by  1st September  2007 

E-mail to:      
richard.bellamy@wbct.org.ukrichard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                          Tel 07973 172202     

Bell-ringers sometimes refer to a bell 
having reached its tipping point. The 
time when momentum has grown so 
strong that the bell will roll without any 
further pressure being applied. 

In an odd way, this feels like the point 
we are reaching with the canal            
restoration. So many elements are just at 
the point of coming to fruition.  

The canal stands the best chance ever of 
coming back through Swindon. Real  
progress is being made on the route at 
Melksham. The M4 crossing looks    
positive for both Swindon and Wootton 
Bassett branches. Membership at the east 
of the line is growing fast enough to  
consider a new branch at Abingdon, not 
to mention the Cricklade Country Way 
lottery bid under active consideration at 
present. 

Even in my most ambitious state of 
mind, I could not have imagined so much 
progress being made at one time.     
Hopefully we will have something    
positive to report on at least one of these 
points by the time of the next Dragonfly. 

An informal measure of our success is 
the number of letters I receive between 
editions. This quarter the number was 
greater than I have received previously 
and the range of issues was also much 
wider. 

I must also thank local representatives of 
the Duke of Edinburgh scheme for their 
support and assistance in building a 
scheme for branches which we hope to 
make available in the autumn. 

Given how much progress is being made 
at present, I can’t even guess what the 
big story for the canal  will be in the  
autumn, but whatever it is, I’m sure it 
will be good news. 

 

                             Richard Bellamy 

                           Dragonfly Editor 
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Mr & Mrs J E L Hopkins  Potterne, Devizes 

M J Valentine & Mr M Gaastra  Wootton Bassett 

Mrs J S Rylatt-Connock  Rodbourne Cheney, Swindon 

‘Gone Away’? Please make sure you inform Membership Secretary if you 
change your address. Unfortunately, some members recently have failed to do 
this and Dragonflies have been returned by the Post Office. This means the Trust 
has ‘lost’ members because reminders cannot be sent, though Membership Sec-
retary tries to chase up any who pay by Standing Order. No address means no 
membership! 

 

 

National Waterways Festival, August Bank Holiday weekend at St Ives.  

Lovely riverside setting on Great Ouse, huge gathering of boats and waterway 
people, lots to see all day around the sight. Why not bring the family for a day 
out and pop in to our Wilts & Berks stand?  

 

Leaving a Legacy to Wilts & Berks Canal 

Several canal restoration projects have benefited from bequests, both large and 
small, made by supporters. Have you considered making such a donation to the 
Wilts & Berks Canal and maybe saving inheritance tax? 

 

There are three main ways you can leave a gift or bequest in your will: 

A specific item such as jewellery, property or stocks and shares 

A specific sum of money, (or pecuniary amount), which may not keep its 
value in the future because of inflation 

A share of an estate, (or residual amount), which is actually shown as a per-
centage of what is left of your estate once all the expenses, debts and 
specific gifts have been taken out. This kind of will means that however 
much your financial circumstances change, the proportion of your estate 
the W&B Canal Trust receives will stay the same. 

 

(Using a solicitor is the best way of ensuring that your will is legally correct.) 

 

If you would like further information, please contact Membership Secretary. 

Don’t forget – your branch needs volunteers. Many different kinds. 
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Total membership 
2063 

(16/05/07) 

Welcome to the following 68 new members and Friends of the Canal  

 
K & C Goodchild  Toothill, Swindon  Mr & Mrs R J Haggers  Swindon 

Mr G V Cowmeadow  Warminster  Mr & Mrs D R Cleaver  Devizes 

W J & B M Lucas  Trowbridge  Mr C Coburn  Lower Basildon 

Mr A J Wrixon Wroughton                      Mr H  Heuser  Wootton Bassett 

Mr & Mrs K Vickery Chippenham Mr I Williamson  Chinnor 

Mr R Calrow Swindon   Mr & Mrs V P Elliott  Calne 

Mr & Mrs G A Evans Chippenham  J & P Nevil  Cricklade 

Mr T M Johnson Chippenham  Liz Herd  Chippenham 

J C T & D Brown Witney  Mr R Ockwell  Purton 

Mr & Mrs P Haywood Swindon               Mr & Mrs K Yeates Melksham 

Miss S C J Taylor  Hungerford  Mr G Moffet  Shaw, Melksham 

P & J McWhirter Abingdon  Mr T Key Calne 

Mr & Mrs P Bowyer  Trowbridge  Mrs P C Thompson  Swindon 

Mr M Matthews  Abingdon  Mr & Mrs R Parker Devizes 

Mr M Iles Amersham   Ms R J Herd  Devizes 

R V & P Wood  Melksham  Mr I Carter  Bradford on Avon 

Mr D J Curl  Calne   P & M Bosher  Abingdon 

Mrs P Crab  Chiseldon, Swindon       

MW & S J Newton  Bradford on Avon 

Mr & Mrs W E Springall  Steeple Ashton  

Mr & Mrs J & Jessica Long  Swindon 

M Mr G W Scarr  Ashton Keynes, Swindon 

Mr & Mrs M Stacey  Wootton Bassett 

Mrs V Boorman & Mr G Bailey  Abingdon 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms Membership Secretary 
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The success or otherwise of the     
Cricklade Country Way project which 
of course includes much of the         
restoration of the North Wilts Canal is 
now out of our hands for the first time 
in over two years. It is now down to 
Lottery officials, their consultants and 
finally the Lottery Trustees themselves 
to judge our Partnership Project    
alongside other very good schemes and 
to decide whether or not our project is 
worthy enough to receive over 
£20million of lottery funding. 

 

The Partnership Team, working       
together under the strap line “Greater 
than the sum of the Parts” could not 
have worked harder to achieve the   
result we are all hoping for and which 
is likely to be announced by the Lottery 
in October. The final bid document was 
completed on time and delivered to 
Lottery HQ at the end of May. Quite a 
large document, a couple of feet think 
including all of the required specialist 
appendices. On 2nd and 3rd of July the 
Lottery Assessment Panel visited us at 
Cricklade and at NWDC offices for an 
in-depth discussion and detailed review 
of our bid. 

 

There is however one action we can all 
take, and because we are able to submit 
an update report just before the      

Trustees meet to decide our fate, this 
action is bound to have a material    
effect upon our chances of success. The 
action I refer to is to pledge a personal 
contribution to the matched funding 
needed to lever the lottery money. 
Elsewhere in the magazine you will 
find details of how to do this and I urge 
you to complete the forms now and to 
send them off pledging as much as you 
can sensibly afford. Your contribution, 
of whatever size, will make a great  
difference but its impact on the        
decision makers will only be effective 
if we are able to report to them over the 
next month or so of the exceptional 
level of enthusiasm and support of our 
members. Choosing a contribution to 
suit your budget, is their any reason 
why our Fundraising Director should 
not be overwhelmed over the next few 
weeks by the receipt of 2000 or more 
standing orders? Remember, as I said 
last month, every £1 you can give, due 
to Lottery gearing, will magically be 
turned into £3 to spend on the project, 
£4 if you sign a gift-aid form. 

 

I would like to record my thanks to 
Chaloner Chute who stood down at the 
end of May from his senior officer role 
with the Canal Partnership. Through 
his efforts the Partnership has remained 
strong and continues into the future. 
The Canal Partnership is an essential 

Chairman’s Report 
John Laverick 
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mechanism for achieving the aims of 
our Trust bringing together as it does 
all of the local authorities (Counties, 
Districts and Towns), the Environment 
Agency, British Waterways, IWA and 
our neighbouring Canal Trusts.  

 

Chaloner’s contribution to the Trust 
was recognised at the last Council of 
Management Meeting when Trust 
President Dr. David Fletcher CBE   
presented him with Honorary Life 
Membership of the Trust. Chaloner will 
keep in touch with developments 

through Dragonfly, which he said was 
“an excellent journal capable of       
presenting a powerful professional face 
to the general public as well to our  
subscribing members”. To assist with 
the continuing development of      
Dragonfly Chaloner has pledged a very 
generous annual donation to its        
production costs. We wish him well in 
his retirement. 
 

  John Laverick 

  Trust Chairman 

MCC Watercolours 

MCC Branch have three water colours 
for sale (shown here) showing scenes 
from the Wilts and Berks Canal in their 
branch area. 

These are shown in more detail on the 
Trust website.  

If you would like further information or 
wish to make an offer on these items 
please visit the branch pages of the 
website or contact the branch. 
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Dear Richard, 

Why do we never 
hear anything about 
Calne in relation to 
the Wilts & Berks. 
After all it did run 
through the town. 

 
 Tony, Calne 

 

Dear Richard, 

I recently attended a 
talk in Melksham 
about the Wilts and Berks Canal and 
was surprised to be told the canal went 
to Calne. This cannot be correct. I 
would be interested in some            
clarification. 

            Ivy d’Arcy, Melksham 

(Calne Civic Society plaque showing 
the spur from the canal running to 

Calne— Richard Bellamy) 

Calne Wharf  -  Richard Bellamy 
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[Kate—It sounds to me as though you 
are describing Lock 2. This predates 
the road which cut the historic lock in 
half. More details can be obtained from 
Foxham & Lyneham branch— Ed] 

Dear Richard, 

When, oh when will you stop referring 
to the Wilts & Berks? Where does the 
canal line go through Berkshire. It 
should clearly be the Oxon and Wilts 
Canal. 

      Stephen Lowe (Wantage) 

 

Dear Richard 

As a recent resident of Swindon I was 
quite surprised to find there was a canal 
in the town. I think you could do more 
to make the canal visible. There are 
still lots of people who have no idea 
there was a canal here and may be 
again.  

The reason I found out was an elderly 
gentleman who pointed out some old 
trees on Fleming Way. I found it hard 
to believe these were originally on a 
towpath. Is this correct or was he    
pulling my leg? I take it Mr Fleming 
was something to do with the canal? 

                            Dave Bishop, Nythe 

[Dave, If the trees you mention were at 
the base of what was York Rd bridge 
(opposite B&Q) then you were being 

told the truth. These are 
all that remain of the 
original planting on that 
part of the towpath. As 
for Mr Fleming, he had 
nothing to do with the 
canal. This relates to  
Harold Fleming,          
arguably Swindon Town’s 
greatest player, capped 
for England on many oc-
casions. Fleming Way 
leads to the County 
Ground, home of      
Swindon Town —Ed] 

Dear Richard, 

I recently visited Steam in Swindon 
and the Kennet and Avon visitor     
centre. In both places I saw a lot of 
seals used by GWR and other         
companies. The Kennet and Avon had 
a company seal, why didn’t the Wilts 
and Berks? 

                  Ann Mills,  Trowbridge 

 

[Ann—It     
certainly did 
have it’s own 
seal. This is 
the best      
example of the 
original seal I 

have, note the central image of a boat 
with sail.— Ed] 
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You might detect a somewhat relieved 
look on my face (see back cover for 
larger version) in the photograph at Big 
Lottery Headquarters in London,    
having just delivered the 6 copies             
(4 volumes each) of the Cricklade     
Country Way application for the     
Living Landmarks project. 

(Lottery Bid Delivered  

— Ken Oliver)  

It was the culmination of 6 months 
work by the team at North Wilts DC, 
our partners, stakeholders, and        
consultants. We estimate at least 30 

people have been     
involved at various stages, and my 
thanks go to all who have contributed. 
While the professionalism has been 
obvious, most seem to have gone    
beyond their brief and got caught up in 
the passion and enthusiasm of wanting 
to make the Cricklade Country Way a 
reality.  Anna Crosbie for instance  
having left the project in February for a 
new life in the southern hemisphere has 
been proof reading some of the     
documents for us in New Zealand  and  
sending her amendments by email!. 
The printers (UWE) worked over the 
Bank Holiday weekend to complete the 
work on time.  Terry Kemp worked 
way  beyond his contract to write the      
Business Plan to the extent that he was 
logging his ‘volunteer hours’, and the 
team at Monkton Park variously got 
locked in or out of the building by   
security outside normal working 
hours!. The core team has been running 
on adrenaline (and chocolate) for a few 
weeks but we are very pleased with the 
submission. Next we will be assessed 
by a two day visit from three specially 
appointed consultants on July 2nd and 
July 3rd. They will submit a report , 
which together with the assessment of 
how we performed during the          
development phase, will  sent to the 
Big Lottery Board who will decide in 
September which projects receive the 

Chief  Executive’s Report 
Ken Oliver 
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capital grant. The final figures for the     
Cricklade Country Way estimate the 
project will cost £27m and we are   
asking for a grant of £20.7m from Big 
Lottery. The canal part of the scheme is 
estimated at around £9m. 

There are other important aspects of the 
Wilts & Berks restoration happening 
too:- 

  The new proposed route for 
Melksham has just been published and 
has been submitted to West Wiltshire 
District Council as a response to the 
current consultations on the Recreation 
and Tourism Local Development 
Framework. 

The long awaited report about Studley 
Grange (Wootton Bassett) has also just 
been published and we expect to use 
the report to start discussions with 
landowners about restoration of the 

canal between Chaddington Lane and 
Hay Lane, which will bring the canal to 
the outskirts of Swindon. 

Finally we have a report at the final 
draft stage for the Thames Crossing at 
Cricklade. There are still some        
technical issues to be resolved with the 
Environment Agency, however the  
proposed scheme does not appear to 
cause any issues with flooding. 

 

In Swindon work is continuing with 
Halcrow to confirm the feasibility of 
the town centre route using Faringdon 
Road. I hope we can feature the main 
points of the scheme in DF 106 

 

 Ken Oliver  

 Chief Executive Officer 

  

Are you Landlocked?   

                  Want to move your boat?   

                               Wish to cruise elsewhere? 
 

   Let me tow it for you … Up to 30 feet long and two tons.  
                                       Fully Insured 

 

Contact Howard on 07831 738753 or 01963 34863 
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 Dear Richard, 

I would like to know what the current 
situation is regarding the central    
Swindon route. Twice in the last      
editions you have indicated that you 
hope to publish these details. Could I 
please ask when will this happen. 

I have spoken to three directors all of 
whom tell me they don’t know and  
refer me to “the office”.  

Two questions; Why don’t directors of 
the Trust know these details and is the 
office really running events? 

 Brian Swindon (via email) 

Dear Richard, 

I notice you run trip boats in Swindon 
and Chippenham. Can this be safe? Are 
your members qualified and are they 
able to provide first aid.  

As a smaller charity I suspect you are 
excluded from larger charity            
requirements. This may help reduce red 
tape, but does it compromise safety. 

  Tom Brack 

[Tom— Safety is always vitally        
important to us. The Trust complies 
with all relevant legislation and     
guidance. Our boats are insured,      
including public liability, members are 
qualified to run the boat and Trust 
members undertake First Aid Training. 

We are not exempt from any aspects of 
Health & Safety etc, nor would we seek 
to be.  -  Ed]  

 

Dear Richard 

Could I thank you for the wonderful 
gift I have just received from my 
daughter-in-law. She sent me a DVD 
about the canal in Swindon. It was so 
interesting and reminded me of my   
former home town. 

I’m sure it must have taken many hours 
to make, but believe me it was worth it. 
Could you also thank Mr Roy        
Cartwright for his wonderful          
commentary. His local burr was just 
what was needed to bring things to life.  

  Mary Dunne                                        
              London N3 

 

Dear Richard, 

I recently visited the locks being      
restored just off the road between    
Lyneham and Wootton Bassett. I found 
them by accident while planning a 
sponsored walk.  

Is the area dug out immediately next to 
the road a lock? It looks like it, but how 
did the boats get under the road? 

  Kate Bellinger  

Liverpool, but is near Northwich                                                    
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TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

Hi Richard, 
 

I always enjoy reading Dragonfly, but 
was amazed to read that the Anderton 
Boat Lift had moved to Liverpool.  It is 
actually at Anderton, near Northwich in 
Cheshire and was built to transport 
goods – largely salt I guess, between 
the River Weaver and the Trent and 
Mersey Canal.  To say it is in           
Liverpool is equivalent to saying that 
the Jubilee Junction is in Reading!! 
 

It is possible to have a boat trip on   
Anderton Boat Lift – the trip boat 
sometimes also includes a short river 
cruise.  Further details can be obtained 
from www.andertonboatlift.co.uk www.andertonboatlift.co.uk  

(The Anderton Boat Lift,              
ANDERTON— Gwynneth Buss) 

which has opening times, trip times and 
prices and information for anyone who 
wishes to take their own boat onto the 
River Weaver.  I can assure all of your 
readers that it is a trip well worth   
making as the Boat Lift is known as the 
“Cathedral of the Canals” and it is the 
world's first and England's only    
working boat lift.  I am attaching a 
photo of the lift. 

 

Although I live in Chester, I do manage 
to occasionally help at work parties in 
the East Vale area, and was at the first 
one for the Jubilee Junction.  Hopefully 
we will get our boat onto that small 
part of the Wilts and Berks next year, 
and along the whole length eventually.  

Keep up the good work! 

 

   Gwynneth Buss 

  Chester 
 

Dear Richard, 
 

Great piece about the Anderton 
boat lift, but your contributor 
should know— it’s not in       
Liverpool, but is near Northwich                                                   

                                     Ian French 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:     David Newby 4 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell Nr Devizes Wilts SN10 4EY ,  

Secretary:     Christine Watt, 24 Folly Field, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts BA15 1XA             Tel: 01225 865246 

As this will be my last report for    
Dragonfly as Chairman of the M.C.C. 
Branch I feel that after three years in 
this position is not only enough for me 
but for the branch as a whole. All 
branches needs new blood now and 
again and I feel that this branch the 
time is right, as our A.G.M. is still a 
while away I feel obliged not to name 
the new chairman at this stage ,only to 
wish him good luck and sure that a 
good job will be done. I would also like 
to thank the M.C.C. Branch for there 
backing in the last three years . I know 
you should not name names but if it 
was not for a Mr Fletcher who told me 
I was needed as a chairman (only that 
he could go on to be project manager 
for our end of canal) that I took up the 
position, The work party organizers 
Doug and Bob who have done so much 
not just at Pewsham but Calne and  
Forest as well also with Bob’s wife 
Linda The many boat outings that raise 
the much needed funds that have kept 
Pewsham etc moving in the right     
direction. At this point the name Peter 
Williams pops up for the ‘walk the boat 

event’ started by and organized by him 
at first all on his tod, and look at it now 
a highly successful fund raiser. Then 
there’s Diana our treasury the question 
always asked of her “can we afford 
this?” .The answer was also “Yes” so 
we must as a branch be doing all right. 
The one person I must not miss of 
course is the most important person 
going who retires at the next AGM and 
that is Christine our secretary who has 
served we think every chairman of the 
branch during over twenty years of  
service that’s 240 meetings at least. I 
must personally thank her as, no doubt 
will all the former chairmen of the 
branch. 

 As for the branch it seems to go      
from strength to strength which is  
good to see. Saying this, we still need 
even more new blood with fresh ideas 
to keep us in the forefront Not just on 
the work parties but with organizing 
the events, talks, evening fun times  etc 
and skittlers as we have lost for the last 
three years and again have the gauntlet 
thrown down for yet another challenge. 
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So please rally round and let us know 
what you are made of. I shall be sorry 
to go but will still attend the meeting 
till the call of the canal grows stronger 
and perhaps we can finish our boating 
on the Wilts & Berks.  My only regret 

was that it was my stint as chairman 
that the boat rally stopped, perhaps in 
the future it will be revived. 

 

Dave Newby  Branch Chairman 

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford 

The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

         Doug Harris                 Tel  01249 652236 

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel  01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

We’ve had a very constructive few 
months – as a comparison between the 
back cover photo of Dragonfly 104 and 
the present photo (right) will indicate.  
The towpath chamber wall of Lock 4 is 
now complete to about six courses   
below the coping level – about two feet 
from the top – with the clay rammed in 
place behind it. 

 

(Lock 4 wall nearing completion  -  
Luke Walker) 

Obviously the very good weather has 
helped us, we’ve also had amazing   
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support from the visiting teams coming 
for weekends; and there was a WRG 
Canal Camp in April.  Each day of the 
camp a small detachment travelled to 
Seven Locks from Watchfield, and by 
the Thursday we were ready for a    
major concrete pour, so a larger team 
travelled across for the day.  We’ve had 
a few Saturdays when two big yellow 
mixer trucks have turned up from  
Wiltshire Concrete.  All has gone very 
smoothly (though mostly very         
energetically) for a few hours while 
concrete has been moved from the 
waiting truck up the towpath to the 
plastic chute and into the back of the 
wall.  I hope Richard will find space in 
Dragonfly for a photo of the plastic 
chute in use.   

(The Foxham half pipe —  

Stella Wentworth) 

This was a gift from Wavin Plastics – a 
company with a large factory in    
Chippenham.  Rachael’s request was 
for a 6m length of pipe cut in half ‘the 

long way’.  When asked what it was 
for, it didn’t take Bill (at Wavin) very 
long to agree to provide both halves of 
the pipe free – including delivery to 
site. 

 

John Harrod, our expert on things    
involving metalwork and machinery, 
welded together a suitable cradle to 
support the chute; and everything has 
worked really well.   

 

More recently, John Laverick and 
Rachael were invited to Wavin Plastics 
to deliver a presentation about the   
Canal project to a group of their staff.  
We’ve subsequently been asked to tell 
them where we’d like a further quantity 

of pipe delivered to, and a 
cheque has also arrived.  
Thus I must record our 
thanks to Wavin Plastics; and 
to the visiting teams who’ve 
worked with us: 

WRG BITM; London WRG; 
KESCRG; WRG North West 
and Essex WRG.  By the 
time you read this we’ll have 
also had the Newbury   
Working Party Group    
working on our canal – not 
sure whether it will be at 

Shrivenham or Lock 4. 

 

Our team of volunteers continues to 
turn up every Sunday, except for one 
Sunday in May when heavy rain was 
forecast and the WPO had to phone 
round to advise people not to turn 
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up….  The team has, for many years, 
included Alan, Larry, Mike and 
Rachael.  We are now    
regularly welcoming Gordon 
from Chipping Sodbury, and 
Martin from Newbury.  My 
thanks to them all for the 
excellent work they’ve done.  
It’s less than five months 
since we started the rebuild 
of the towpath wall – and 
now it’s nearly finished.   
Attention is therefore moving 
to the offside wall – which 
needs more significant       
re-building. 

 

I’ve included a photo taken by one of 
our landowners of the canal at Foxham.  
When it rains hard the water level rises 
and the canal looks quite convincing.  
Then the leak takes effect and the water 
runs out….   I’ve started putting plans 
together for yet another attempt to stop 

the leak.   There will also be more 
regular visits to Foxham to keep the  

(In water and in boat at Foxham top 
lock— Ian Chatterton) 

towpath mown in the coming months, I 
promise. 
 

 Luke Walker 

 Branch Chairman 

Wide Angle view of the completed Lock 4 wall— Luke Walker 
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On Easter Saturday mem-
bers and friends went on a 
mini-bus tour to visit resto-
ration sites on the Canal 
west of   Wootton  Bassett. 
Our thanks to Luke Walker 
for driving the bus. He 
showed us Seven Locks and      
Foxham. We met up with 
Peter Williams at Pewsham 
and we walked along to 
Double Bridge, and then 
went to see Forest Farm. 
Thanks to Peter for his   
interesting commentary.  

 

On May 19th the Great Western     
Community Forest’s “Festival” came to 

J(Branch visit to Pewsham  -  Jenny 
Stratton) 

FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

 

Our work programme for the coming months will mostly be at Seven Locks, 
though we are also expecting to do one Sunday at Steppingstones Lane Bridge, 
Shrivenham.  The work at Seven Locks will mostly be bricklaying, block laying 
and concreting. 

Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or visit a work 
party. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Jenny Stratton,   35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                *01793 850310 

                                                                                                                                  07818 450651 
Secretary:     Carolyn Gilman                   Carolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.comCarolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.com 
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Jubilee Lake in Wootton Bassett so we  

took the display tent along and had a 
chance to talk to many people about the 
canal. And we told lots of people we’d 
be down at the Canal the following 
Sunday with canoes . . . . 

 

Well we were, but the weather, as fore-
cast, was diabolical! The folk from 
Highworth Canoe Club were great and 
came along anyway.  And so did a few 
stalwart families who wanted to find 
out about canoeing.  

(Canoes on the canal—  

Jenny Stratton) 

Hot coffees were pretty popular! The 
new Mayor of Wootton Bassett braved 
the weather and both she and her     
husband had a go in a double kayak 
with a club coach. It was her first time 
in a kayak so it was a good picture   
opportunity which we got in the local 
papers. I have recently bought a coracle 
on EBay and I was determined to 
launch it for the first time while our 
canoeing friends could help me. So that 

caused a bit of amusement, though I 
did manage not to fall in. Although a 
coracle is not at all a traditional canal 
vessel it has the advantage that one  
person can carry it to a patch of water. 
(See front cover) 

 

People weren’t sitting around much 
that day but we did have a chance to 
see the two new seats that the Town 
Council have installed by the slipway. 
The branch was going to raise money 
to do this, so we can now channel 

money raised to get a walk leaflet 
printed.  

      

The Branch will next be taking 
the Trust display tent to the   
Wootton Bassett High Street   
Festival on Sunday August 5th, 
and then getting ready to host the 
Trust AGM at the Memorial Hall, 
here, in October.  

 

                  Jenny Stratton 

 

Work continues on the spillweir at 
Morningside Farm.  The base was   
concreted at the beginning of March as 
detailed in the last Dragonfly.  How 
strange it was to be walking on a solid 
surface rather than being stuck in the 
mud or bouncing around on reinforcing 
mesh.  Took us a while to get our land 
legs back.  The next task was to set up 
the shuttering for the main spillweir 
wall and the side walls.  This is where 
good quality steel shuttering would 
have been an advantage.  Unfortunately 
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John Goodway and his wife Flossie 
had worked beside us as regular 
members of our Pewsham work  
parties in recent years and became 
friends to us all.   

Sadly, John died on 6th March at 
the age of 81 though happily he had 
remained physically active till the 
last few weeks.  The large parish 
church at Sutton Benger was filled 
to capacity and a large number of 
John's friends and neighbours stood  

(John at a Pewsham work party — 

Colin Fletcher) 

 

 

(Chauffeured to work by Chris  

Gibson  - Colin Fletcher) 

 

in the open spaces between the 
pews.  No greater tribute can be paid 
to a good and kindly man, than so 
many should come to give thanks 
and say farewell.  He will be missed 
by all of us at the Branch. 

  

                         Colin Fletcher 

                            MCC Branch 

John Goodway 

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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At the May Council Of Management 
Meeting , Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
President , Dr David Fletcher CBE, 
presented Chaloner Chute with        
honorary life membership of the Trust, 
on his retirement from the post of    
Canal Partnership Project Officer. 

(Life Membership Presentation— 
Ann O’Donoghue) 

On behalf of the Trust, David thanked 
Chaloner for his work over the last five 
years, commenting that without his 
persistence and persuasion, the project 
would not have advanced to its current 
exciting position. David gave Chaloner 
the good wishes of Council and  Trust 

members. 

  

The Canal Partnership is 
currently reviewing the 
position of Project      
Officer and expects to   
advertise and appoint 
during the summer 

 

Ken Oliver 

Chief Executive 

Trust Award Life Membership 

Those of you who are regular visitors 
to the Trust website will have noticed a 
lack of recent updates. This is due to a 
combination of limited space on our 
current server and much work behind 
the scenes to move to different        
software in the near future. 

I hope to have an interim update in 
place by the time Dragonfly reaches 
you. We are actively considering the 

requirements for the site at this time 
and will look to make it easier for 
branches to contribute materials and to 
increase the amount of storage we have 
for web materials. 

 

                Richard Bellamy 

Trust Website 
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the shuttering we have is very old, 
cumbersome and difficult to use and 
we couldn’t work out a way to make it 
work.  We decided the way forward 

was to make our own shuttering from 
shuttering ply and timber.   

(Shuttering in place— John Bower) 

 

This was not a cheap solution but one 
which we could control and manage. 
To hire in shuttering would have been 
more expensive and would have 
needed a machine to move it around.  
Fortunately Keith, our resident        
carpenter, took control of the task and 
was able to work out a plan of action.  
What he couldn’t do himself he had a 
band of willing volunteers to do and 
the job was soon started.  We seemed 
to use endless supplies of timber and 
screws and over a period of a few 
weeks the shuttering took shape.  The 
side walls of the spillweir are a metre 
and a half high and it is generally not 
advisable to pour concrete to this 
height in one go.  The weight of the 

concrete puts terrific pressure on the 
shuttering and can cause it to fail.  The 
problem we had was that, because of 
the nature of the job, the only way to 

get the concrete into the shutter-
ing was to use a concrete pump 
again.  Because of the cost of 
the pump we had to pour all the 
concrete together rather than 
hire the pump for a second day.  
This meant we had to use extra 
supports to deal with the weight 
of the concrete. 

Finally everything was ready 
and we booked the pump and 
two lorries of concrete for a 
Saturday at the end of April.  
The pump arrived shortly after 

7a.m. and the two lorries shortly after.  
We had a good crowd of volunteers on 
the day and spent a hectic couple of 
hours pouring the concrete.   

By 9.15 the lorries were empty and the 
concrete was in place.  The rest of the 
morning was used to clear everything 
away and the job was done.  The     
following Wednesday we were able to 
start to dismantle the shuttering (which 
we can use again) and over the next 
few weeks we were able to start       
removing the timber which had       
supported the base, to clean it up and 
remove the nails and screws. 

The next jobs are to build the runoff to 
the stream – more concrete – and build 
the pillars for the arches.  We want to 
do the runoff during the summer or we 
will be bogged down in the mud again.  
We hope to borrow the Waterways  
Recovery Group excavator for a few 
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The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at 8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. August, 
September and October meetings will be at the Crown Hotel, Wootton Bassett 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
construction of Chaddington spill weir. 

weeks from the middle of June so 
should be able to start our earth works 
again.    

What we can’t forget is that Spring is 
here again which means only one thing 
– the grass is growing.  Since we 
poured the last concrete we have been 
trying to spend some time cutting the 
grass around the lock and along two 
miles of towpath.  It has all been cut 
once and will need to be done again 
quite soon.  

So, plenty to keep us busy for a while 
yet. If you have a spare half day why 
not come and join us – scintillating 
company, good humour, plenty of tea 
and excellent scenery but the pay is 
lousy.  What else could anyone want?  
Give me a call to find out when we are 
on site which is generally two or three 
days a week but this may vary.  

 

John Bower  

In case you were   
wondering what the 
spill weir would look 
like once the bespoke 
shuttering was        
removed.  

 

With thanks to    
Wootton Bassett 
branch for the steady 
flow of photographs. 
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generously offered to play for free so 
that all profits can go to the Branch to 
fund restoration. The evening is open 
to all and members of the new         
Abingdon Branch will be particularly 
welcome. See the East Vale Branch 
report for full details.  

 

Abingdon Rugby Club is on Lambrick 
Way, off Preston Road on the South 
edge of Abingdon next to the large, 
free public car park. Postcode is OX14 

5TJ and grid reference is SU 493 956 if 
you want to look it up on the Ordnance 
Survey website  
 

 
  Martin Buckland 

  Fundraising Director 

 

 Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership Project Officer 
 

The Partnership is about to recruit a part-time contract Project Officer            
initially to cover the remainder of the Financial Year to March 2008 
 

Expressions of interest would be welcomed from suitably knowledgeable      
candidates. It is expected that the post would be for 2/3 days per week for 
this period and would be based at North Wilts District Council, Chippen-
ham 
 

The position is likely to be advertised in August. If you are interested in 
this post, please contact Tracey Quinn 01249 706450 or email 
tquinn@northwilts.gov.uk tquinn@northwilts.gov.uk  

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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Abingdon Branch? I didn’t know there 
was one. Well no, in a way there hasn’t 
been for some years but the Branch 
bank account has been dormant since 
the number of members in the area 
made it sensible to combine with the 
East Vale Branch. However since the 
opening last August of the Jubilee 
Junction with the Thames many new 
members have joined the Trust and at 
the last count there were 60 members 
living in Abingdon and a further 19 in 
Oxford. Thus a revived Abingdon 
Branch is viable and the first meeting 
will be held on Wednesday 12        
September 2007 at 19.30 in the        
Abingdon Rugby Club*.  

Unlike many such meetings there will 
be no appeal to become an officer or 
committee member and therefore no 
need to avoid eye-contact with those on 
the top table. Martin Buckland has  
offered to be Chairman; Angela Ford, 
Secretary and Ruby Lamboll, Treasurer 
- the three officers needed to constitute 
a Branch. (Democratic elections will be 
held at the first AGM.) So long as we 
have a further nine people attending 
who are willing to state that they are 
members of the Branch we can request 
the Trust’s Council of Management to 
recognise the (re)establishment of the 
Branch.       

 

Martin Buckland will give an            
illustrated talk on the Wilts & Berks 
Canal with particular emphasis on the 
recent developments at Abingdon and 

plans for the future. New and existing 
members and their friends are very 
welcome. For future meetings we will 
combine with the East Vale Branch in 
order to attract more speakers and   
increase the audience size, probably 
alternating between Abingdon and 
West Hanney for the venue. Similarly 
there will be co-operation with East 
Vale in the organisation of work      
parties. 

 

Until 9 September there are three     
related events at Abingdon Museum 
under the theme Oxfordshire’s Hidden 
Waterways. The County Museums 
have been presenting a display       
comprising a replica narrow working 
boat cabin, information on the plants 
and animals along the riverbanks, a 
display of historic boat models,       
costumes, pictures, maps and canal art. 
Children can try on the traditional 
clothes of canal travellers and play a 
variety of games. There will be a   
complementary display by the Wilts & 
Berks Canal Trust with particular    
emphasis on Abingdon. In addition 
there is an exhibition of a new         
collection of portrait photographs as a 
direct tribute to 21st century river    
people as they live work and play in 
this very special environment.  

 

On Saturday 22 September East Vale 
are organising a buffet dance with 
‘Rockit’, a much recommended band 
who play ‘60s music. They have     

Welcome to Abingdon Branch ? 
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Those of you who know the canal in 
Swindon may not recognise this shot 
by Gary Mason. 

(Westleaze development  -   

Gary Mason) 

It is taken on the stretch between   
Beavens bridge and the motorway. 
New road development (as part of the 
front garden expansion) means a new 
bridge across the route. 

The contractors have already           
established their compound and put the 
first of two temporary bunds in place to 
allow part of the canal to be drained. 
This will allow the new  concrete 
bridge to be constructed before the  
canal is put back in water. (Who 
knows, it may provide a chance to fix 
some leaks!) 

 

 Richard Bellamy and 

    Gary Mason 

The changing face of Swindon 

Trust Roll of Honour 

As visitors to the Trust website will 
know, we publish a roll of honour to 
recognise those people who have made 
a significant contribution to the Trust. 

Contrary to popular belief this can   
include members who are very much 
with us at present.  

All nominees are considered by the 
Council of Management and are      
subject to approval by them. 

If you or your branch wish to nominate 

an individual for the roll of honour this 
may be done directly from the website. 
Alternatively, please email              
richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk with  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk with  
details or write via the address at the 
back of Dragonfly, 

 

 Richard Bellamy 

 Communications Director 
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What a busy place Swindon has       
become as far as the Canal is           
concerned. 

 

A multi Million lottery bid in for the 
North Wilts Canal  with its Partners in 
the Cricklade Country Way project  
being overseen by Ken. 

The completion of Moredon Bridge 
Wing Walls on the North Wilts Canal 
being overseen by Eddie and Ray. 

(Ray checking the  base, or going  for 
a swim— Gary Mason) 

Complicated by the fact that someone 
found a dead Great Crested Newt on 
the bank of the canal and all work had 
to stop immediately ( probably dropped 
by a bird. ) 

 

The town central study is in full swing 
looking at bringing the canal right back 
through the town centre. And the talks 
on the Motorway tunnel in the front 
garden and still progressing. 

 

Enough work there to keep a small 
business on overtime seven days a 
week. 

 

My phone bills are now more per 
month than they used to be per year 
and the wife says it would be cheaper if 
I had a mistress instead of a canal 
( how would she know how much that 
costs I wonder ). 

 

On top of all this there is the day to day 
running of the branch. 

 

Our D.V.D. on the history of Swindon  
has passed all expectations with only a 
few  copies left of the 150 we had 
made. Jan and I clocked up over 200 
miles between us delivering them. 

 

 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel  01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ____________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  
Postcode ______________  Telephone ___________________  

Description Size Qty Price Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 

W&BCT Clothing – blue 
with yellow logo, sizes 
available:  
S, M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshirt   9.95 2.00  

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3 to 16 years  6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge     SALE      

 1·00 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm diameter  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm diameter  0·50 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · W&BCT  car 

stickers 
19.5cm x7cm Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

W & BCT Burgees  11.00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (definitive history of the canal) 

 8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal) 

 12·99 1·50 · 

    · 

Total goods & postage ·  Postage rates are per item and apply to UK 
addresses only.  Please enquire about postage 
overseas or if you would like to arrange to 
collect your order.  

Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
117 High Street 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7AU 

Cheques payable to W&BCT please 
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596 

Decembery2006 Price List 
 

   Please post order to: 

   Sales Administrator, Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, 

   117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire                       

   SN4 7AU 

0845 226 8567 



34 

Bowood House Conference June 2007 

Members of the Partnership met in 
June as guests of Lord Lansdowne at 
Bowood House near Chippenham. 

(Members of the partnership       
manning the display  -  Doug Small) 

The day was aimed at showcasing the 
progress of the canal to date along its 
entire length. At the same 
time focus was given to 
the Cricklade Country 
Way lottery application 
with representation from 
all partners on the day. 

In addition, members of 
local businesses, district 
and County councillors 
were present for the day.  

The event also marked the 
final engagement for   
Chaloner Chute on behalf of the     
partnership.  The Trust wish to thank 

him for his help and we’re sure we will 
see him back from time to time in the 
future. 

Presentations were given 
during the day from   
members of the partner-
ship to show how  a joint 
approach will benefit all 
parties as well as the wider 
community as a whole. 

For up to date information 
about the Cricklade   
Country Way lottery bid 
check the latest news at 
the Trust website at 

www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

Richard Bellamy & Ann O’Donoghue 

(Partners with Lord Lansdowne— 
Doug Small) 
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Thanks to everyone that helped in the 
making and to all who bought one,  
After the cost of making them was 
taken out we have made about £500 for 
the branch funds but more importantly 
we have a list of friends of the canal 
which we can build on in the future. 

 

Jan and Doug are now feverishly   
working on the history of  the North 
Wilts Canal which we hope will be 
next years D.V.D. 

  

Each year we take our members to see 
someone else’s canal so that we can 
share our experiences with them and 
also forget our own problems for a day. 

 

This year on the 14th April we took 50 
members to the Mon & Brec Canal  
( Crumlin Branch ) near Newport. 

The welcome we received at the 14 
lock visitors centre was wonderful and 
the home made food was to die for,  I 
have not tasted strawberry flan like that 
in years, I was not the only one going 
back for seconds. 

 

But the highlight of the day for me was 
going up the staircase of the Newport 
Transfer Bridge and walking across to 
the other side,  Not for the faint hearted 
this one, make sure you have a head for 
heights before you start climbing those 
stairs. Harry did it and at his age  he 
should be in the Guinness book of   
records I think. 

 

Also in April the B.B.C. contacted me 
about our Weedcutter and we made a 
short film for them down at Westleaze 
to be shown on Alan Titchmarsh’s new 
nature programme going out in the  
Autumn. 

 

May, and we have two major  meetings 
with huge implications for the Canal in 
Swindon. 

The first with the  Town Council and 
the developers of the Front Garden 
with a view to getting the Tunnel put 
under the M4 Motorway  and the     
second with Halcrow and the Central 
Route plans ( I do not know how Ken 
fits it all in with the Lottery Grant work 
as well ) 

 

Both of these meetings go well and I 
come out of them feeling elated,  Not 
only is there light at the end of the  
Tunnel but it is our Tunnel and the  
water will be going somewhere     
hopefully into the Town Centre. 

If both things happen and we get the 
Lottery bid then the Canal project is 
about to take off big time. 

By the time you are reading this we 
will know a great deal more and if you 
see us drifting across the sky with a 
silly grin on our faces just pull us back 
to Earth will you. 

                        

                              Roy Cartwright  

                              Branch Chairman  



20 

The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:   

 Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

A WALK  THROUGH  TIME  IN  SWINDON. 
 

For the last 25 years Swindon branch members have been doing a 
walk through the town centre showing people the route of the canal 
in this area. 
 

Now with the use of new technology we have been able to put all 
this information on a D.V.D. which you can sit and watch from the 
comfort of your own front room instead of walking 4 miles. 
 

Using Keith’s history talks, Jan’s collection of old Pictures, Roy‘s 
voice over,  Gary’s photography and Richards computer skills we 
have produced a slice of Swindon history that will stir your    
memories and help you to understand how Swindon developed from 
a town on the hill to today’s vibrant 21 century location. 
 
If you would like a copy of this D.V.D. please phone Roy           
Cartwright on 01793 634907 and order it. 

 

The price is £ 7 including delivery by hand along the canal line area. 
If you have an old D.V.D. player please check to see if you need 
D.V.D.+R or D.V.D. -R. 
 

 

Most newer machines will play both formats  
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point. The “before” team also took 
down the end of one of the parapet 
walls that needed rebuilding from 
scratch. Over the 9 days, all four    
parapet walls were built up to three 
quarters of the height of the bridge 
arch, and the whole thing looks        
fantastic. I’m told that sailor Brian 
makes a superb mix, which helped 
things along well. By the final day it 
was possible to remove scaffolding and 
the coping stones were mortared into 
place on either side under the bridge. 
Most of the rubble was cleared away 
and the landscaping done. 

At Lock 4, the brick and blockwork on 
the towpath side were built up         
sufficiently by Wednesday for a      
concrete pour, so most of the camp 
were working there on Thursday, with 
ready-mix lorries arranged for         
deliveries. There was also time on that 
day for Rachael to give Laura and 
Shantelle some experience of large 
JCB operation! Since then, the brick-
work has come up a further 6 courses 
so by the time the blockwork has been 
brought up to match we’ll be ready for 
another pour and some landscaping 
behind it. We have KESCRG, London 
WRG and WRG (South West) coming 
the next weekend and BITM the week-
end after, so the lock wall is             
progressing rapidly. We are hoping to 
get the towpath side finished before the 
two camps arranged for July when we 

can start on the offside. The vital      
objective on those camps will be to get 
the lock  wall built up above water 
level. 

It was such a fun camp, with a great 
atmosphere, plenty of good-natured 
banter and three of the best leaders in 
the business. We had a cinema run, 
swimming, pub quizzes and a skittles 
night. Our young three had never heard 
of skittles and had no idea of what to 
expect. They couldn’t believe that in 
our area there are keenly competitive 
leagues. However, despite their lack of 
experience (and it IS different to 10 pin 
bowling) they beat us. We had the   
traditional BBQ on the final night, with 
Adrian slaving over hot charcoal. 

I struggled to keep the inner Navvy 
regularly refuelled (struggle being the 
operative word when it comes to 
Rob—who has the appetite of a horse, 
but is as thin as a rake), particularly 
getting lunch to both sites on time—a 
40 mile round trip, but at least every-
one could put in a full day’s work.. 

We became very good at playing     
musical beds, regularly shifting       
everything around as the                  
accommodation hall is well used 
throughout the week and at weekends. 
All in all an Easter camp to remember. 

                   

                                Di Smorthwaite 
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Whether we have global warming to 
thank, or just luck, there can’t be many 
Easter camps with 9 days of brilliant 
weather, resulting in a fantastic amount 
of work achieved. We had two major 
projects underway on the Wilts & 
Berks, so it had been decided to run the 
camp on two sites, with at least two 
leaders, which in fact turned out to be 
three. 

Rachael was the only one who was able 
to be there for the whole camp, leading 
the work on lock 4 at seven locks. At 
Steppingstones Bridge, Mike Palmer 
was leading from Saturday through to    
Thursday night when Adrian was able 
to get away from work to lead through 
to Monday. As cook, I was there 
throughout (although we were lucky 
enough to enjoy Jude’s cooking on the 
first day), so I thought I’d coordinate 
our camp story. 

We had 14-17 people on the camp, 
most of them seasoned campaigners 
with three newcomers. Two of them, 
Shantelle and Laura were Duke of    
Edinburgh gold award students, and 
Adam (who became known as Digger) 
was a student civil engineer. His    
nick-name arose because he was used 
to driving excavators and dumpers a 
work and Rachael was quickly able to 
pass him for his WRG tickets. He was 
apparently surprised to find so many 

“oldies” on the camp—he thought that 
it would be mostly youngsters under a   
supervisor—but the best thing was they 
all enjoyed themselves, worked hard 
and promised to come on future camps. 
Paul Ireson was camping at       
Malmesbury and called by to see how 
lock 4 had progressed since he was last 
there. On finding us slaving away, he 
decided to come and work with us each 
day from that point. Taz (Dave Tarrant) 
got his dates mixed up and could only 
manage one day at Steppingstones, and 
Martin Buckland (our third Martin on 
the camp) put in a couple of days. It 
struck me that John Hawkins, Martin 
Thompson and Rob Brotherstone man-
aged to show that it is the oldies that 
have the most stamina, working really 
long days! 

The work on both sites was mainly 
bricklaying and pointing. At           
Steppingstones, Luke, Rachael, Martin 
and our local work party from the   
Foxham/Lyneham branch worked the 
weekend before the camp to get the 
steel, planks and plywood that        
comprised the former dismantled and 
removed leaving only the scaffolding 
for the camp to complete. We hadn’t 
actually expected that it would be    
possible to finish the pointing, and 
there were up to 7 perched on the   
scaffolding under the bridge at one 

Easter Camp 2007 
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This has been a fairly quite time for us 
because the priority has been the     
completion of the lottery application 
for the Cricklade Country Way. This 
has now been delivered. 

Preliminary investigations are now  
underway to establish the condition of 
the invert (base) in the Hayes Knoll 

lock. Method statements and initial 
drawings are now available. 

Please note my new address and land 
line phone number. 

 

  Dave Warren 

  Branch Chairman 

CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Dave Warren                             01249 819640 

Secretary:  Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG       01793 750335 

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 47 Dowding Drive, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts, SN11 8QL 

Tel 01249 819640 Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. .(Due to the lack of drawings for Hayes Knoll work parties are 
suspended until the new year, anybody interested Wootton Bassett need some volunteers for their 
work )  

For Hazel and Phil 
from Stroud who 
tried to see the Key 
Aqueduct but were 
beaten by the     
summer growth. I 
hope this photograph 
of the completed 
structure gives you 
an idea of what was 
hidden. 
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WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

Wet, Wet, Wet. I’ll bet that’s what 
other reports will say as well! 

Most of the efforts here in West Vale 
have been directed towards            
Steppingstone Bridge. 

We have had several visits from       
visiting workparties including a 9 day 
camp over the Easter period from 
WRG and long weekend camps. Much 
more has been achieved on the      
brickwork side. I’m sure our restoration 
director will publish some photos   
elsewhere in Dragonfly. It also keeps 
the Branch volunteers busy making 
arrangements for accommodation, 
moving more bricks and cement etc. 
pumping out the site and also liaising 
with the Bridges man at Oxfordshire 
County Council. Which gives them all 
a break from the endless scrub       
clearance, hedge trimming and now in 
the spring and summer the dreaded 
grass cutting! 

Every year we seem to get caught out 
by weed invasion on the towpaths, 
(apart from the park we have about two 
miles of paths and between two and 

four passes with the mowers are 
needed). This year a special effort was 
made to keep abreast of the problem 
and with the assistance of several new 
branch members we, more or less,   
succeeded. I have come to the         
conclusion that it’s just the               
unprecedented weed growth rate that 
seems to catch us out, our fortnightly 
grass cutting workparties seem not to 
be enough even with the assistance of 
an explosion in the rabbit population! 
Trouble is the rabbits are choosey and 
don’t like thistles, nettles, comfrey and 
the other weeds that cause us so many 
problems. Keeping our prestige       
canalside park tidy is also a major task, 
as well as the grass cutting litter is   
always a problem but it sure looks 
good now, the trees and shrubs which 
were planted when the park was      
created have now reached maturity, the 
Guelder Rose Shrubs were spectacular 
in the spring – just that small           
encouragement makes it all seem worth 
while. 

             Alan Norris  Branch Chairman. 

The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 
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a huge assist with the canal at the 
Thames Reservoir. Especially pertinent 
in the light of recent flooding. 
 

Walking over the historic canal route at 
Swindon with various Trust colleagues 
– and believing that this could just  
happen – now even more likely with 
increased political support….and yet 
more reports. 
 

Giving many talks and presentations …
155 at the last count. Very stimulating 
to so many different audiences, and 
only one cock-up at the Envionment 
Agency about 6 years ago, when the IT 
refused to work…because someone 
earlier had locked the system without 
telling anyone! 
 

Meeting many residents in their     
communities near the canal, for the 
most part sharing our enthusiasm and 
belief. 
 

Welcoming our French partners to 
Bowood and a canal tour. – EU bid still 
pending 
 

Hearing we were through to Stage 2 in 
the Lotto. 
 

Walking along the Canal on quiet  
summer or mid-winter evenings after 
work, in some of the most beautiful 
countryside England has to offer and 
feeling very lucky to have such a job! 
 

Coming across Trust members         

diligently working on a local project in 
the middle of the countryside, hidden 
from others, utterly committed to the 
task in hand. 
 

What next 

While I now seek a quieter life, and 
much less travelling to and fro from 
Sussex, I shall definitely continue to 
follow your progress, I plan to come 
over from time to time, do some more 
walking and pursue one of my hobbies, 
painting, and hopefully meet friends for 
a jar and catch-up. I shall also be     
enjoying my sailing on the high seas in 
our old gaffer. 
 

There is also another canal scheme 10 
minutes from home which might just 
need a part-time assist, the Chichester 
Ship Canal. 
 

Everyone involved with the Trust & 
Partnership can feel a real sense of 
pride and achievement in tackling such 
a huge project. The achievements over 
the years have been immense. 
 

I leave it in good hands and know that 
Partnership will continue to thrive and 
play a strong supportive role. 

It has quite simply been the best, the 
most demanding and the most reward-
ing post I have held. 
 

I wish you all well and look forward to 
meeting again.  

 

                              Chaloner Chute 
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And it’s Goodbye from him…. 
While I have now departed the scene 
and said many goodbyes to your Trust 
directors, partners and several          
colleagues at North Wilts and other 
Local Authorities, I would like to pen a 
few lines in this column to our Trust 
members. 
 

First, I am most grateful to the Trust 
Council for honouring me with Life 
Membership. It is the most tangible, 
practical and  best way of keeping in 
touch with what’s going on. Believe 
you me I shall do just that, and even 
though I live 100 miles due East I shall 
be pleased to come over. 
 

The Challenges and Joys 

One could write about  rather tedious 
aspects in summing up my 7 years on 
the Wilts & Berks. For me the        
over-riding feeling has been the shared 
sense of what we have all achieved, the 
great occasions and celebrations of one 
event after another. The steady        
developmental work with all our     
partners, the growing public support. 

Yes, it’s true we got distracted and 
overwhelmed with Lotto the last 2 
years, but that was necessary – and 
how glad we must be that the job was 
splendidly finished without me! The 
one lesson that I think has been learnt 
is one of properly resourcing any such 
bold and large-sale operation. The 
Trust is now fully kitted out with an 
office and excellent staff.  

Then there are the many friends I have 
made up and down the line…and away 
from it. Through the many challenges 
and hard graft there have always been 
numerous amusing episodes, hilarity, 
the unbelievable, the impossible and 
the downright ridiculous. 
 

The delightful rows of Emily along 
quiet unspoilt backwaters on the     
Kennet & Avon, the Wilts & Berks and 
of course the Thames. She is a delight 
to row and has welcomed many guests 
on board.  
 

Over-arching all the work and the    
activities and planning that has made it 
all possible now, has been the           
indefatigable sense of driving purpose 
that the canal WILL BE RESTORED. 
None of us had any doubt. The fun and 
challenge has been convincing the   
others. Some still remain sceptical of 
course. 
 

Best Moments! 

Following the expensive reports,   
knowing that the new canal route is 
protected in the Local Plans and cannot 
be over-ridden by others. 
 

Chasing new opportunities as they 
arise, notably ‘friendly’ development 
that encourages others to fund the canal 
restoration. The dawning realization for 
Brian Roberts and I, over a drink with 
senior management at Thames Water, 
that Thames Water can provide us with 

Farewell and Thanks to Chaloner 
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EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

The weather is going through another 
“fleece or t-shirt” period. One day it is 
out with the sun cream and on another 
out with the cagoule and galoshes… 
 

Work has continued over here at the 
main worksites namely West Challow 
where we are nearing completion of the 
fencing along the planned permissive 
footpath section. Our thanks to the 
landowners and to Mr & Mrs Ayres in 
the house next to the canal for putting 
up with the changes. The footpath from 
Silver Lane along towards the west has 
been improved and the first gate put in. 
This will remain chained and           
padlocked  until we finish all the way 
through. Once again thanks to N Power 
for funding the fencing. 

It should not be too long now before 
the permissive footpath can be opened 
through to the Childrey footpath. This 
then will act as an extension to the  
public footpath along the towpath to 
West Challow bridge, and will enable 
walkers to avoid the road.  
 

The Wantage Summer Festival is in 
full swing at the moment. As part of 
the festivities we have once again laid 
on two guided walks. The first of these 
was advertised as a West Challow to 
Grove walk but I took a vote on the 
evening and did a circular walk instead 
from West Challow up to Childrey, 
back to Childrey Wharf and across the 

fields back to West Challow.  I was 
pleasantly surprised by the good     
number of those attending (around a 
dozen). I was even more surprised by 
the 30 or so people who turned up for 
the second walk on last Tuesday. We 
took a circular route from East Challow 
into Wantage, along the old Wantage 
Branch. I am sorry to say that even the 
gate posts which I thought were being 
retained have now disappeared. The 
wharf site is now covered by large 
blocks of flats and the only building 
remaining is the sack house at the old 
entrance. All in all very depressing, but 
unfortunately with  most of the branch 
having virtually disappeared under 
housing estates it was a lost cause. I 
would have liked to have seen more of 
the wharf retained as a feature, but 
Wantage seems to be a case of  “cram 
as many houses in as possible in a 
small space” at the moment. From the 
junction with the main line we walked 
back across the canal to East Challow. 
Again the weather was kind to us. 
 

In between I did a walk with the local 
scout group, and also a talk at Drayton 
Church as part of their history week. 
Those attending showed great interest 
and local knowledge. 
 

In my original draft of this report I 
made mention of how we were looking 
forward to a workparty at Childrey 
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Wharf. We also decided to have a 
BBQ…but were defeated by the 
weather.  To be honest it tipped down 
all afternoon.This has, however, been 
postponed to a workparty at Abingdon 
 

At this stage I should like to again 
praise the stalwart work party          
attendees. Progress is there for all to 
see at West Challow and, judging by 
the comments heard, well received.  
 

I hope to be speaking to the local   
landowners to keep them abreast of 
what is going on, and our hopes for the 
future in the Vale. Of course they 
should be receiving the news sheets 
from time to time, but I can think of 
several whom have not been contacted 
for some time. 

I should also like to take this            
opportunity to thank Geof Austin,   
long-time member of the Trust and 
East Vale Branch .Geof has retired 
from the committee and the official 
positions held including local authority 
liason. Without his in depth knowledge  
of the local engineering issues and his 
involvement in the Thames Water   
Reservoir liaison we would not be 
where we are today.  So thanks to Geof 
and to Joan for her patience in the face 
of mountains of canal paperwork and 
endless meetings. 
 

I hope to see some of you at the      
September dance and at the Abingdon 
meeting. 

 

   BPS 

 

(East Vale Branch 
members replacing 

fencing at East      
Challow  -   

Brian Stovold ) 

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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I did have the feeling of being watched. 
Objects would suddenly clatter to the 
ground, when you know you put them 
safe. I swear on occasions that I heard a 
chuckle or two, just after there was a 
loud bang.  
 

There was nothing inherently evil,  
mischievous maybe, but, I can cope 
with that. I had done work with several 
WRG groups after all :o) !! 

The building is now a workshop for 
BW and the museum is sadly no more. 

Don’t have nightmares.  
 

Sorry once again, there is no “Ken’s 
Little Digs” this time around. My dog 
Max is still having problems, but, still 
enjoying life. 
 

May you all be well, peaceful and 
happy, 
 

Ken Whapples 

Trust First Aiders 
Thanks to Ann O’Donoghue for a brief 
insight into the activities we get up to 
when we’re not restoring the canal. 

(Trust first aid course—  

Ann O’Donoghue) 
Contrary to popular belief, (see letters 
page) the Trust is subject to the same 
requirements as other charities. We 

have members trained in first aid, and 
accredit our members on diggers and 
dumpers before allowing them to use 

them. 

Ten members of the Trust 
and a number of           
colleagues from the        
Waterways Recovery 
Group (WRG) attended a 
first aid course during 
May. The course took 
place at Wantage   Village 
Hall. Congratulations to all 
those completing the 
course and in the nicest 
sense, lets hope it’s never 

needed. 

 

  Richard Bellamy 

  Editor 
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A Watery Ghost Story — Ken Whapples 
This is a true tale of a building in   
Walsall (West Midlands), that was the 
home for about 15 years of a Canal 
Museum.  

 

The building was built in 1901, as a 
“Boatman’s Rest”. It’s sole purpose 
was to stop the boatmen from          
frequenting “The Navigation” pub, a 
short distance from the top lock. Boats 
would queue up here while waiting to 
go down the flight of 8 locks. The ‘City 
Fathers’ built several of these buildings 
to be a “Home from Home” offering 
tea, cigarettes, pipe tobacco and the 
staff would read the newspapers and 
letters out for the illiterate boatmen, as 
well as a place to meet their chums and 
relax. On Sundays there was always a 
Sunday School for the boat children 
and Services and Bible readings for the 
adults upstairs in the Chapel.   
 

When I first started visiting, then later 
getting involved doing voluntary work 
at the museum it was in the Winter. 
One evening I was working in the 
backroom, when something drew my 
attention. I went to the front door to 
look out as I thought I heard someone 
enter the museum. We had been having 
trouble from local youths, that came in 
just to cause trouble. No, no one there ! 
There was however a set of wet      
footprints of a child or small woman 
that seemed to go from the lock    
chamber to just inside the door and 
stopped.  The footprints only entered 

the building, no sign of anyone leaving. 
Paul who worked there said that these 
footprints had appeared a few years 
previously and usually when he was 
alone. On this occasion he had gone out 
to fetch milk from the local shop, it 
was me that was alone in the place.  
 

Sometime in the 1920’s a local woman 
had been jilted at the altar on her    
wedding day. Boatmen found her the 
following morning. She had killed   
herself by drowning in the lock    
chamber. 
 

A few times, when I was on my own, 
on a Sunday I thought I heard a       
harmonium and singing coming from 
upstairs. When I got to the stair well, 
there was nothing.  A few people had 
said they heard this. 
 

The only other known person who died 
in the lock chamber was the local lock 
keeper. He was known for his drinking. 
On a dark foggy night he lost his    
bearings and his life ….   
 

As with any old building there were 
always strange noises and Paul was not 
unknown to make a few practical jokes. 
On a few occasions I have been    
working in the back room and someone 
would cough in my ear, nudge me or  
say a rude word. I would of course turn 
around to find myself alone. 
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The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale work sites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

Current work sites cover Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the 
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the         
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22ND 2007 

EAST VALE BRANCH 

CHARITY DINNER & BUFFET 7.30pm 
 

Dance along to the Wantage 60/70s Group " Rockit" 

Buffet provided during evening 
  

at Wantage Football Club, signposted off Manor Road ie A338 , 
Wantage( If coming from the M4, turning is on left ) 

Tickets £9, available from Brian Stovold at 10 The Kestrels, Grove, 
Wantage, Oxon OX12 0QA. Please make cheques payable to  

"Wilts & Berks Canal Trust” 
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In the last issue readers were          
forewarned that the Trust will need to 
do some serious fundraising in order to 
contribute a minimum of £20,000 a 
year for the next five years towards 
matched funding which will lever a 
hoped-for £20.7million from the     
Lottery. Five years is how long it will 
take to deliver the Cricklade Country 
Way project and during that time the 
Trust, along with other Partners, has to 
provide some of the matched funding 
for the second stage of this Big Lottery 
Living Landmarks award. For every 
pound donated the Lottery will grant us 
£3, or £4 if the donation is made with 
Gift Aid – a pretty good rate of return! 

   

We thank all those who already pay 
their membership subscription by 
Standing Order. This enables us to plan 
ahead because we know and can advise 
the Lottery that we will have a steady 
income through the period of the     
project. Judging from subscriptions 
received, support for the Trust by 
members (whether they are active or 
armchair members) has been growing 
strongly, particularly in the last year or 
so. A large proportion of members 
when renewing their subscriptions also 
send a voluntary donation. 

 

We would now like to ask all our 
members if they would set up a  

separate monthly Standing Order to 
contribute to the Big Lottery project 
matched funding.  

We are asking for donation of either 
£2, £5, £10, £15, £20 or £25 per month 
or, of course, a higher sum would be 
most welcome. We would ask that you 
donate for the full five years but the 
Standing Order can of course be      
cancelled at any time. 

  

The enclosed fliers (which are also 
available on the Trust website 
(www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk) have details of the 
Standing Order and a Gift Aid         
declaration which will add 28% to your 
donation. Gift Aid does not cost you 
any extra, the Trust recovers from Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs some 
of the tax you have already paid. This 
percentage will reduce to 25% when 
the basic rate of tax goes down to 20% 
as announced in the recent Budget. 

 

When reading an appeal such as this 
the reaction of many people is     
positive but, human nature being 
what it is, the action goes onto the  
‘to do’ list and is easily forgotten. 
May we exhort you please to          
‘Do it now’ if you are willing to    
support the project? A return      
window envelope is enclosed for your 
convenience. 

An appeal to you all 
Cricklade Country Way Matched Funding 
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If you would prefer to make a one-off 
single donation of any amount to the 
appeal then this would equally be most 
gratefully received. Cheques or Postal 
Orders should be made out to ‘Wilts & 
Berks Canal Trust’ and sent, together 
with the optional Gift Aid form, to: 

Martin Buckland, Fundraising     
Director, Wilts & Berks canal Trust, 
4 West Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, 
OX14 1QP. 

 

In the event that we should not be    
successful in getting through the      

second stage of the Big Lottery        
assessment, or the appeal is            
oversubscribed, the money raised 
would be used to finance other projects 
anywhere along the length of the canal. 
If you would prefer that your donation 
is not used for anything other than the 
Cricklade Country Way please say so 
on the Standing Order and your       
donations will be returned to you 
should we not get the Lottery award. 

 

 Martin Buckland  

 Fundraising Director 

(What is thought to be the only picture of a boat using the North Wilts    
Canal.  Note the width of the boat is barely sufficient to pass through the 

narrow lock gates.— Swindon Museum Collection) 


