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The new road at Westleaze— Richard Bellamy 

All aboard for the Cricklade Country Way— Ken Oliver 
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Trust Officials 

Chairman John Laverick, Springfield House, Mani Street, Keevil, Wilts. BA14 6LU                 * 01380 870432 

Vice Chair Allan Norris,Greenfields, Station Road, Shrivenham, Swindon SN6 8JL                  *01793 783024 

                   Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                                    * 07979 862195 

General Secretary  Vacant 

Treasurer/Co Sec. Peter Kinsman, Nant-y-Broch, Purton Stoke, Swindon SN5 4JG                    *01793 771548 

IWA Rep: Brian Roberts, 9 Limes Road, Weybridge KT13 8DH                                                 * 01932 855899 
 

Chief Executive: Ken Oliver, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AU                        *08452268567 

Administrator: Ann O’Donoghue, 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 7AU                      *0845 2268567 
 

Project Director—Central Ken Oliver (details above) 

Fundraising Director : Martin Buckland (See entry following) 

Project Director—East Martin Buckland, 4 West Avenue, Abingdon OX14 1QP                         *01235 204115 

Project Director—North (See Luke Walker Vice Chair entry above) 

Projects Director—West Colin Fletcher, Lower Foxhangers Farm, Rowde SN10 1SS                  *01380 828254 

Work Parties Director 

       Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock, Chippenham SN15 4HB                       *01249 892289 

Engineering Director—Eddie Thomas, 14 Sandringham Road, Swindon SN3 1HP                       *01793 534404 

Wildlife & Environment Team Director 

                 Jenny Stratton, 35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                        *01793 850310 

WRGrep/Technical Ops. George Eycott, 36 Grange Ct, Boundary Rd, Newbury RG14 7PH        *01635 569449 

Engineering: Alistair Macdonald, 25 Coxwell St, Cirencester, GL7 2BQ                                      * 01285 652006 

Health & Safety: Simon Rosser                                                                                                       * 07768 917128 
 

Landowner Liaison Director Jenny Stratton (see Wildlife & Environment above) 

Liaison/Swindon Branch Ray Aldridge, contact via Trust Office (address as Administrator) 

Oxfordshire CC & Vale of White Horse DC Liaison 

             Geof Austin, 16 Courtenay Road, Wantage OX12 7DN                                                     * 01235 762555 

Comms Dir./Website  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon SN4 0DB             *07973 172202 

Events Dir. Jan Flanagan, 217 Marlborough Rd, Swindon SN3 1NN                                              *01793 523048 

Membership Director 

             Chris Toms, 16 Firham Park Ave, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0SJ                                 * 01708 342036 

Archivist Doug Small, 8 Raymond Rd, Maidenhead SL6 6DF                                                         *01628 544666 

Sales Admin. 117 High St, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN14 7AU                                                  *0845 226 8567 

 

Corporate Membership Executive,  Harry Bromley   23 Leverton Gate Broome Manor Swindon SN3 1ND  01793 344220 
 

Council of Management. The names of members are underlined above 
 

Anyone marked * on this page or in the branch details may be contacted using an e-mail address in the form 
firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings).firstname.lastname@wbct.org.uk (firstname and lastname as printed in the listings). 
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The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
To protect, conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts Canals, and branches, for the 
benefit of the community and environment, with the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous navigable       
waterway linking the Kennet & Avon canal near Melksham, the River Thames near Abingdon, and the Thames 
& Severn canal near Cricklade 

The objectives of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
a) Convince local authorities, government departments and local organisations of the benefits and     

feasibility of the proposed restoration. 
b) Convince landowners, local commerce and the general public of the merits of the restoration. 
c) Secure the route of the waterway and adequate water supplies. 
d) Establish the Trust as a key member of a partnership with local authorities and other bodies that will 

facilitate restoration of the canal. 
e) Implement an agreed programme for full restoration of the canal. 
 
Membership of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is open to all. 
The annual membership rate is £10, with discounts available for senior citizens and under 18’s. 
Company and Society membership is also available. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of  
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

 
Copyright © 2007 The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
The Trust membership details are recorded in compliance with provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

President    Dr David Fletcher C.B.E. 

Vice President and Founder  Neil Rumbol 

Vice Presidents   Roger Crapper 

 

Office Tel. Number   TEL: 0845 226 8567 

Internet Address   http://www.wbct.org.ukhttp://www.wbct.org.uk 
 

COVER:      Westleaze Swindon with a covering of weed ! 

PHOTOGRAPHER:  Richard Bellamy 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST      
PATRON:  H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 299595 

RESTORING THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL IN WILTSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 

THROUGH  EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP 

A non profit-distributing Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Address: 117 High Street Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU  
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DRAGONFLY 107 
 

The next edition of Dragonfly will be 
issued mid January 2008 

Please send articles and reports for    
inclusion by  1st December  2007 

E-mail to:      
richard.bellamy@wbct.org.ukrichard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Editor:  Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

E-mail richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk  richard.bellamy@wbct.org.uk                                          Tel 07973 172202     

As any editor will tell you (so I’m told) 
the trick is to get as much new             
information into each publication as   
possible. You can imagine how         
frustrating it is that the lottery news on 
the Cricklade Country Way will come 
about two weeks after our print deadline. 
My fingers will certainly be crossed for a 
positive  result. Rest assured the news 
will be available via the Trust website as 
soon as we hear news and in the next 
edition of Dragonfly. 

This edition certainly gives all members 
ample opportunity to get involved in a 
wide range of activities from scrub-
bashing to canal work parties, quiz nights 
to skittles evenings. I would certainly 
encourage everyone to get involved with 
at least one of these activities. it would 
be a great way to get to know your local 
branch or other Trust members and 
you’ll have a good day out to boot! I’ve 
yet to find any branch that doesn’t     
welcome new members. 

For those of you already involved in 
events I would encourage you to look 
across the whole Trust at present—it is 
amazing just how much is being 
achieved at present with real progress 
visible in every branch and a new branch 
on the way! 

I was particularly encouraged recently 
when meeting two new members at non-

canal meetings. There is a real interest in 
what we are attempting to do and real 
belief that we can restore the canal along 
its entire length. 

Finally, can I remind all contributors that 
the next deadline for copy is 1st          
December 2007. As print deadlines    
become more tight so my opportunity to 
extend the deadline reduces.  

As this will be the last editorial and 
Dragonfly for 2007 can I wish you all a 
very Happy Christmas and New Year 
and lets look forward to a great year of 
progress in 2008.  

 

                             Richard Bellamy 

                           Dragonfly Editor 
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Reminder: Leaving a Legacy to Wilts & Berks Canal Trust. 

If you have been considering supporting the Trust in this way, please see last 
Dragonfly or contact the Membership Secretary.  

 

Can’t find it? 

Several members and prospective members have said they would like to explore 
the canal by car or on foot -  or find some of its features on a map. This can be 
difficult because parts of the canal are hidden by vegetation or housing          
development or seem to be ‘in the middle of nowhere’.  
Also, very important, much of the canal is on private land and so not accessible. 
The best plan, if you wish to explore and are not sure about rights of way etc, is 
to contact a local branch who should be able to tell you all you wish to know – 
they may even show you around. Contact details are in Dragonfly. 

Bristol and Bath Branch 

Request for Branch Preferences 
 

As you will have read at various points in this and previous editions of         
Dragonfly, the Bristol and Bath branch is currently suspended due to long   
standing vacancies for branch officials. 

 

As this edition will have proven, all current members of the Bristol and Bath 
branch are more than welcome to join in with other branch activities.  

 

If you wish to move your home branch to one of the existing branches, please 
contact Chris Toms our Membership Secretary who will be able to assist. The 
change is as simple as a phone call , but it is important that we keep our records 
up to date so please let us know if you chose to move branch. 

 

    Richard Bellamy 

    Communications Director 
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Total membership 
2065 

(30/08/07) 

Welcome to the following 60 new members and Friends of the Canal  

Ms M Parker  Swindon  Mr & Mrs C B Howell  Swindon 

Mr & Mrs C Lovewell  Norwich  Mr D Cakebread  Swindon 

Mrs J Delaney  Swindon  Ms T Quinn, Bath 

Mr & Mrs B C Tinson  Swindon  Mr D Lambard  Melksham 

Mr & Mrs E Fagence  Woking  Mr I Dixon  Chippenham 

J & L Smith Wootton Bassett  Mr P Gill  Wantage 

Mr C Toomey  Swindon   Mr A North  Longcot 

T & D Dawson Swindon  Ms J Loeb  London 

J & A Cooke  Wootton Bassett  Mrs M Hanley  Wootton Bassett 

Mr & Mrs N J McConnell  Devizes Mr & Mrs K Clough  Abingdon 

Ms J Weaving  Abingdon  Mrs A Gray  Ilkley   

Mr H Stoopman  Abingdon  Mr J Marshall  Swindon 

Mr & Mrs J Nash Wrexham  Mr & Mrs K Buxton  Nottingham 

Mr & Mrs R Hollest  Melksham  Mrs S de Souza  Newbury 

Mr L Bourne  Gosport, Hants  Mr R Holloway  Cricklade 

Mr T Adams  Swindon   Ms J Jones  Malmesbury 

Mr I J & Mrs V A Evans Lambourn Mr & Mrs W L West  Trowbridge 

Mr M S Whitcher  Trowbridge  Mr M Carr  Bath 

Mr & Mrs A Chapman  Marlborough   Mr P J Mills  Swindon  

Mr & Mrs I  Woodhead  Trowbridge   

Mr T Dixon  Wantage 

Mr & Mrs R J Luckham  Stamford, Lincs 

Mr & Mrs B Greaves  Bradford on Avon  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By 

Chris Toms Membership Secretary 
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All has been quite on the Cricklade 
Country Way front over the past weeks 
save for a short notice announcement 
by The Big Lottery that they wished to 
visit the project to make a 3 minute 
video of our bid. A similar video has 
been made for each of the other 22  
projects that have reached the same 
stage as ourselves within the Living 
Landmarks funding stream. If you visit 
www.biglotteryfund.org.ukwww.biglotteryfund.org.uk you will be 
able to see an overview of all of the 
schemes and judge for yourselves the 
sort of competition our partnership  
project is up against. There are some 
excellent schemes in the list.  

 

The Lottery authorities have recently 
announced that a short list from the 23 
projects will be drawn up and         
published around the middle of        
October. The projects that are         
successful at this stage will be invited 
to make a 15-minute presentation to 
Trustees at the beginning of November 
with the winners being announced 
shortly afterwards.  

 

Thank you to all members who have 
pledged early matched funding support 
to the CCW project. Remember that if 
we are fortunate enough to be selected 
to receive the lottery grant, monies will 
only be released from the lottery      

authorities against invoices and where 
25% matched funding is in place. It is 
still not too late to make an early    
commitment to the matched funding 
and doing so could materially affect 
our chances of success. If we do get 
through to the next stage and we are 
invited to make that presentation, then 
mention of the amount of matched 
funding already raised is a sure way of 
demonstrating to the Trustees the 
wholehearted commitment of our  
membership to the project. Strong   
evidence of membership commitment 
is what they will be looking for. 

 

If you have not yet made a pledge, 
please consider doing so now.  

 

Your pledge can be of whatever size 
you can afford, the important thing is 
that each of our 2000 plus members 
demonstrate their support for the    
project. If we are not successful with 
our bid then you can if you wish, by 
ticking the appropriate box, have any 
money you have paid to this cause   
returned to you. 

 

Two of our volunteer Directors have 
decided to reduce the amount of work 
with which they are currently engaged. 
Martin Buckland is to relinquish    

Chairman’s Report 
John Laverick 
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Fund Raising and Project duties and 
concentrate on running the new       
Abingdon Branch of the Trust. Jan 
Flanagan is to relinquish her role as 
Events Coordinator to concentrate on 
researching the canal’s history, its   
employees and all relevant commercial 
interests. Jan has decided not to stand 
for re-election as a director of the Trust 
at the 2007 AGM.  

I would like to thank them both for the 
excellent work they have done in their 
specialist fields over a long period of 

time. They have both contributed 
greatly to the success of the Trust and I 
am sure will continue to do so in their 
new chosen fields. They are both very  
good examples of the dedicated and 
committed volunteer that will one day 
see this waterway fully restored. 

                                                                                                                                

               John Laverick 

               Trust Chairman 

 

 

WILTS AND BERKS CANAL TRUST 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

All members and interested parties are reminded that the Trusts A.G.M. 
will be hosted by Wootton Bassett branch at: 

 

The Memorial Hall, Station Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7BZ 

 

Saturday 20th October 2007 starting at 2.00 pm  Car parking is available 
at the Memorial Hall. 

 

After the formal business of the A.G.M. at about 2.30pm there will be an 
open forum session at which members may put questions from the floor 
to the Directors on any subject relating to the canal or the Trust activities. 
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Just to let you know, I've just received 
a letter from Awards For All           
confirming the award of £10,000     
towards the completion of Lock 4.   

We will still need some more funds to 
actually complete the lock , but this 
represents a very significant            
contribution. It will certainly take us a 
good deal further forward. We are   
already working on further grant      
applications! 

 Finally a big cheer, and thanks to all 
who helped in achieving this great 
news.... 

  

Luke Walker 
Projects Director 
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

Audrey Smith                                          

Seven Locks late news ... £10,000 grant 

Do you have time to help the Trust 

The next twelve  months is likely to be   
particularly challenging for the Trust 
with the pace of change and general 
interest in our aims increasing at a rate 
of knots. 

At just this time, we face the added 
challenge of long standing Directors 
moving out of their roles after years of 
major contribution to the Trust. 

As a result, we will need increasing 
help and involvement from members 
both to assist in running the Trust and 
in delivering its projects. 

If you have the time to take on a role or 
become actively involved with the 
Trust our web site pages detail the   
current help needed at any given time. 

If you would like further information 
on any of the roles these can be       
obtained from the Trust office or any of 

the Trust Directors. 

So if you are currently an armchair 
supporter please take a few minutes to 
think whether you can assist us in one 
of the roles being vacated. 

Finally, on a personal basis I would 
like to thank those Directors retiring for 
their contributions to the Trust and 
Dragonfly during my time as editor. 

 

 Richard Bellamy 

 Editor 
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 Dear Richard, 

In the last edition of Dragonfly you 
included a picture of the original Trust 
seal. Can I ask whether this was in fact 
the original 
item as I 
thought it 
would have 
been red or 
green in     
colour rather 
than grey? Or 
was it the 
wooden template from which the seal 
was made? 

        Karen Markham                                                                                  
          Devizes 

[ Karen — I’m afraid it’s a case of the 
printing (black and white) rather than 
the colour of the seal itself. The image 
is the only version we have of the   
original seal  -  Ed] 

Dear Richard, 

I keep looking at Dragonfly (which is a 
really interesting read) for the much 
promised update on the Town Centre 
route for Swindon. 

However, despite many promised    
updates I can’t find any more           
information. Could you please find 
space for this important step forward 
for the canal?  

 Paul Kent Swindon 

[Paul,  This certainly isn’t an issue of 
finding space. As soon as I have an 
update it will be in Dragonfly.— Ed] 

 

Dear Richard, 

What has happened to the centre pages 
of Dragonfly? This always used to have 
a map of the canal route which was 
much larger than that on the back page. 

I for one miss it. Is there any reason for 
it’s disappearance? 

 Audrey Smith                                          
 Melksham  

 

Dear Richard, 

Can I say how useful the colour map of 
the route is on the inner back page of 
Dragonfly. It is a real improvement on 
the previous black and white sketch in 
the middle pages. 

It is very useful to see the canal in the 
context of the Kennet and Avon and 
Cotswold lines. The added value of the 
Wilts and Berks can really be seen. 

       Alan  Walsh                                    
       Oxford  

7 

                                                                                                                                      

 The difficulty of writing this 
report is that by the time you read these 
words decisions will have been        
announced by Big Lottery about the 
Cricklade Country Way. The process 
will short list a number of the 23      
Living Landmarks schemes  and then  
3 or 4 will be awarded capital grants. It 
is a difficult time for the project team 
as we now can do no more other than 
cross fingers and wait! Work has been 
continuing on the project and we now 
have planning consent for the Mouldon 
Hill part of the scheme. Full updates 
about the project, including a video, are 
on the Cricklade Country Way web site 
www.crickladecountryway.org.ukwww.crickladecountryway.org.uk 

 I promised some more         
information about the proposals for the 
canal in central Swindon in this edition 
of Dragonfly. Halcrow have now    
concluded their report on the route 
from Kingshill, using Westcott Place, 
Faringdon Road, and Fleet Street to a 
new canal basin in central Swindon. A 
detailed report is being prepared for 
consideration by Swindon Borough 
Councillors, which will include wider 
aspects of the scheme including the 
Wichelstowe  development and       
proposed M4 crossing. When this    
report has been considered (and     
hopefully approved!) in November we 
will be able to publish full details of 
the scheme. It is a very exciting       

opportunity for making 
a considerable difference to the 
planned regeneration of Swindon. 

 We continue to work with the 
engineers and designers of the 
Wichelstowe project (Swindon    
Southern Development Area)  and as 
you may have seen in DF105 the first 
new structure over the canal is starting 
to be built. The bridge over the canal to 
the south of Beavans bridge will take 
the Redposts Lane extension to link 
with the southern relief road. The first 
fully operational lock has been        
designed to raise the canal level as it 
goes east alongside  the southern relief 
road to go over the Wroughton Brook. 
The Lock has a working designation of 
Structure S06- I think the Trust should 
be seeking a name for this lock – I 
would be pleased to put forward any 
suggestions you might have for a    
suitable name. 

 I am also pleased to report that 
the annual Waterways Recovery Group 
‘Bonfire Bash’ will be taking place this 
year on the North Wilts canal near 
Mouldon Hill Swindon.  We may    
expect anything up to 200 WRGies for 
the weekend of 3rd /4th November to 
help with local restoration projects and 
we hope to complete the project at  
Purton Road bridge. Rachael Banyard 
has full details of the event if you 
would like to take part. 

Chief  Executive’s Report 
Ken Oliver 



8 

 The  Trust continues to work 
on technical solutions to the canal   
restoration. With the help of the       
Environment Agency, we hope to  
complete the work on the Cricklade 
Thames crossing soon. We are         
currently working on a new project in 
Grove- the Grove Top to Bottom     
project will take the work carried out 
by Geoff Austin and various            
consultants and provide a technical  
solution for this part of the canal which 
has some difficult road crossings, and 
other constraints. We also are working 
on a brief for consultants to engineer a 
solution to the canal crossing of the 
A3102 to the south of Wootton Bassett. 

 Our small team in the Wootton 
Bassett office now has the additional 
help of a second part-time                
administrator and we welcome Justine 
Hanley to help Ann in the every       
increasing task of keeping the Trust 
running efficiently. 

 Whenever we gather at   
Wootton Bassett I am mindful of our 
history and the meeting in 1793 in the 
old Town Hall where the 18th century 
entrepreneurs gathered to form the 
Wilts & Berks Canal Company ( I   
hasten to add I did not attend!!) The 
Trust Annual General Meeting is being 
hosted by Wootton Bassett Branch this 
year. I hope you will be able to attend 
to be part of the 21st century team who 
are working on the Wilts & Berks    
restoration. 

 

 

Ken Oliver 

Email ken.oliver@wbct.org.uk ken.oliver@wbct.org.uk  

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106      
must  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a 
current contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact 
the editor at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
 
Similarly, if you have photographs of the canal, its route or history that you 
believe would be of interest to other members please contact the editor. It 
may be possible to include these in future editions of Dragonfly or use them 
on the trust website at www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 
 
    Richard Bellamy 
    Editor 
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 of ten. It is a bit of a struggle for them 
at present as there is an abundance of 
weed. Their elders have made channels 
which are used at speed, if it is noticed 
that towpath traffic has anything that 
resembles a food/bread bag. 

Lovely spot there, be nice to see the 
occasional narrowboat sometime in the 
future. 

 Percival Mills, Swindon 

 

[Mr Mills, I’m sure our Wildlife team 
headed by Jenny Stratton (and Gary 
Mason in Swindon) would love to hear 
from you. I would always welcome fur-
ther contributions on the subject .. 
Some pictures would be an added    
bonus— Ed ] 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

Can you tell me what is causing the 
weed at Kingshill and why it has driven 
all the ducks away (are they allergic?) 
Can it be removed ? 

  M. James, Swindon 

[As you can see the ducks can cope 
quite well with the weed although we 
too would like to remove this invasive 
plant  -  Ed ] 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

Our family lived near Wootton Bassett 
at the turn of the century where my 
great grandfather worked as a timber 
stripper (whatever that was).  

I think he worked at Western Wharf 
but I can’t find it on the town map. Can 
you help? 

  Ann Welsh (email) 

 

[Ann— I would suggest contacting 
Jenny Stratton at the Wootton Bassett 
Branch as she would be interested in 
this history I’m sure. From your story, 
it may be worth checking Vastern 
Wharf (which did handle a lot of      
timber and is still a   timber yard 
now) . You’ll find that on the road from 
Wootton Bassett to Lyneham just out of 
the town.  -  Ed[ 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

Can I please ask the new 
Directors, following the 
AGM (whoever they may 
be) to increase the profile of 
the Trust—too many people 
don’t know we exist 
 

           J. Jones 
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TO THE EDITOR 
Write to:- Richard Bellamy, 4 Southdown, Wanborough, Swindon Wiltshire. SN4 0DB 

Or E-mail your comments to: - editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

Dear Richard, 

 

I note Stephen Lowe’s comment about 
the name of our canal (Dragonfly 105) 
and agree there seems to be a problem.   

 

However, Council have decided and 
are stubbornly proud to continue with 
the historic name - even retaining it in 
the shortened form as written by the 
original parliamentary draughtsman, 
who was possibly tiring of the many 
Canal Acts by 1794.  This is despite 
earlier consultants’ advice that it might 
have been better to rename … but as 
what? … the ‘Wilts & Oxon’ or the 
‘Vale & Wilts’? 

 

We are all aware that naming canals 
has always been a dark art. The 
‘Birmingham and Liverpool Junction 
Canal’, started in Cheshire and arrives 
in Wolverhampton but at the time of 
promotion (1835) it was providing the 
final link to the river Mersey. Equally a 
canal between Stroud and Lechlade 
originally named rather cheekily as the 
‘Thames and Severn Canal’ is now part 
of ‘Cotswold Canals’ in order to give 
present day audiences a ready idea of 
the area served. 

 

1974 administrative boundary changes 
means the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust’s 

restoration project is along an historic 
alignment which now traverses        
Oxfordshire and Wiltshire. We seek 
support from within Oxfordshire for a 
restoration apparently in Berkshire! 
Luckily the District Council name is 
recognisable to modern ears and has 
historical resonance: the Vale of White 
Horse. So we have given the name 
“White Horse Cut” to the short new 
alignment south of Abingdon which 
will go on from Jubilee Junction to the 
historic line at Drayton Lock.  

 

Brian Roberts 

Director Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
 

[Our Membership Secretary, Chris Toms    
forwards the following letter to me from a 
Swindon member— Ed ] 

 

Dear Chris, 

 

Thanks for Dragonfly but I feel the title 
is the only mention of wildlife on the 
canals. Here in Swindon, on the    
Kingshill – Skew Bridge & Beavan’s 
Bridge stretch there is an abundance. A 
pair of swans have successfully 
hatched three healthy cygnets from a 
clutch of six eggs, second lot, first  
having been victims of predation.    
Second nest site more secure. We have 
three families of coots and two broods 
of ducklings, one of nine and the other 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
A regular look at what’s happening along the line. 

As you may remember, the Council of 
Management agreed to a temporary 
suspension of the Bath and Bristol 
Branch in early 2007. 

This was due to long-standing          
vacancies within the branch officials 
which we have been unable to fill. 

Following this, the Membership       
Secretary has written to all  members 
of the former branch, asking for their 
continued support of the Trust and for 
views on possible ways forward. Thank 
you to those who replied – there was an 
encouraging and positive response. The 
greatest interest expressed by15 who 
replied was for social gatherings (8), 
followed by giving specific help (5) 
‘armchair support’ and trips (4 each). 
There was also some support for    
boating, assisting with MCC branch 

events and meetings, trips, helping at 
work parties and general events.  
Dave Newby (MCC Branch and     
Taverners Boat Club member) invited  
Bath & Bristol members to drop in at 
his moorings at the Bristol Harbour 
Festival in July and three did so – many 
thanks, Dave and Julia, and for passing 
on lots of W&B membership leaflets! 

 

At the Melksham Calne & Chippenham 
Branch meeting in July members 
passed on to the Membership Secretary 
an open invitation to all Bath &Bristol 
members to attend their meetings and 
events. Help at the Pewsham Locks site 
will also be welcome. 

 

Chris Toms 

Membership Secretary 

Including Branch Officer and current restoration project information. 

BATH AND BRISTOL 

Next Steps for Bath and Bristol ... 
 

The next step is to organise a gathering. If you have any ideas or would like to 
help, please contact the Membership Secretary. If you would like more details or 
information, by e-mail, please send me your e-mail address as it may not be in 
the membership records. chris.toms@wbct.org.ukchris.toms@wbct.org.uk 

 

                                                        Chris Toms Membership Secretary 
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Hello and welcome to my first report as 
the new branch chairman of the MCC.  
Let me start by thanking Dave Newby 
for all his work over the past few years 
as branch chair and also Christine Watt 
as the secretary wishing them all the 
best for the future.  That done it is a big 
Hello to Roger Hunter as the new    
secretary who joins his wife Diana who 
remains the branch treasurer.  

Now to introduce myself.  I am Robert 
Jones and I live in Chippenham with 
my partner Francesca. I have a 17 year 
old daughter who attends Chippenham 
College.  After some narrow boat   
holidays in the early 90s I became 
aware of the Wilts and Berks by      
accident. During a walk we stumbled 
upon a footbridge over two parallel 
brick walls.  After consulting the map it 
suddenly dawned on me that this was a 
lock chamber which I later discovered 
was the Top Lock of the Pewsham 
flight.  We eventually became members 
after seeing a display at the North Wilts 
Show in Chippenham and even though 
I was keen to get involved it took    
another eighteen months before I 
plucked up the courage to join a work 
party. 

Though I have come from the ranks of 
the work party I am keen to push all 
aspects of the branches activities.  This 
includes not only the work parties but 
also the monthly meetings, social 
events, skittles, quizzes, guided walks 
any suggestions gratefully received.  

Also publicity including the manning 
of display stands talks and lectures our 
famous sponsored walks not forgetting 
working with other bodies for example 
Girl Guides and Scouts investigating 
the foundations of the lock keepers  
cottage at Pewsham and in partnership 
with the Castlefields Project at Calne.  I 
must also include what I call the silent 
majority these are the ordinary      
members who read their Dragonfly’s 
each quarter without whose           
membership each year we would not be 
able to achieve as much as we have 
done so far. 

So to Branch news as the hundreds of 
people who walk or cycle the Sustrans 
Route No 4 between Chippenham and 
Lacock will have seen the work parties 
have made steady progress repairing 
the many leaking culverts along this 
stretch.  We hope to be concentrating 
our efforts on the main leak in the      
re-watered section at Naish hill and 
also the retaining walls around Double 
Bridge during the next quarter.  Other 
sites such as Forrest Farm and Calne  
ad hoc work parties will take place as 
necessary.  We have managed to hold a 
couple of mid week mowing parties 
over the past few months and hope to 
fit the occasional one in over the    
coming months so if anybody would 
like to come along then contact me or 
Doug Harris.   

The excitement over the Melksham 
Rivers Route has been building with a 

MELKSHAM, CALNE AND CHIPPENHAM 
Chairman:    Robert Jones     82 London Road Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AZ           01249 460130                            
Secretary:     Roger Hunter 
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If the mention of Christmas makes 
you shudder or you’re looking for a        
different way to work off those 
mince pies why not try the late     
December work party week at Seven 
Locks. 

The event will take place between  
Boxing Day and New Year working 
at Seven Locks (mainly lock 4).  

In  addition, there will be an             
opportunity for bricklaying, block-
laying, hedge-laying and just about 
anything else the weather permits. 

Don’t worry though, there will 
probably be plenty of bonfires to 
keep all involved warm. 

Accommodation is available at the 
Foxham reading rooms for the     
duration of the camp should you 
want to stay in the area. (£6 per day). 

All members are welcome to come 
along either for the duration of for   
single days—whichever you prefer. 

If you would like further details or if 
you want to join the camp please     
contact Rachael Banyard on 01249 
892289 or 07767 895244 

 

 Rachael Banyard 

 Foxham & Lyneham  

Just over 10 weeks to Christmas ! 

EAST VALE/ABINGDON QUIZ NIGHT  
 

This will take place on Friday 30th November 2007 at the Cauldwell Centre, 
Gravel Lane, Drayton, Abingdon 

 

Tickets obtainable from Ruby Lamboll at 4 Priory Road, Wantage Oxon         
OX12 9DD   E-mail on ruby.lamboll@lmh.ox.ac.ukruby.lamboll@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

 

Cheques payable to The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust. All are very welcome !  

                              CLOSING DATE 21st November 
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Our venture is being run jointly with 
members of Cotswold Canal Trust who 
have recently cleared the junction    
entrance and the west side of the      
adjacent Weymoor Bridge (which will 
be rebuilt as part of their restoration). 

What has been one of the greatest, and 
most satisfying, surprises is the number 
of people who walk the area.  From 
Cerney Wick along the Thames &  
Severn to the junction, then down the 
North Wilts to the Thames Path and 
Cricklade.  These numbers increase 
dramatically when the fritillaries in 
North Meadow are in flower. 

This is a very long term project as we 
must stabilise the area before any    
restoration can even be considered.  
Interest from Latton village is growing 
and we have the support of the Parish 
Council, and we are slowly attracting 
local help and, hopefully, new       

members.  Maps and pictures can be 
found on the web site   http://http://
lattonbasin.gentle-highway.info 

Unfortunately the summer floods 
caused us to cancel the August open 
day.  But if you would like to visit the 
site it can be safely seen from the    
public footpaths, or if you would like a 
guided tour contact me on                   
01 628 544666    
dg.small@ukonline.co.ukdg.small@ukonline.co.uk 

Finally.  Historical information about 
the junction continues to turn up thanks 
not only to descendents of the last   
Basin keeper Alfred Howse (and 
brother John) but also others who had 
ancestors associated with the canals 
and from written records that are being 
unearthed. 

 

                                   Doug Small 

Trust website re-vamped 

If you haven't visited the Trust website 
for some time, now would be a good 
time to make a return visit. 

We have combined a new internet   
service provider with a redesign of the 
site. 

At present, we are testing some        
additional functionality that we hope to 
make available in the near future to 
allow members to record their hours, 
check their own membership details 

and join the Trust mailing list amongst 
other things. 

It’s also your site, so if you think there 
is something missing, don’t hesitate to 
get in contact with the additional     
information you would like to see    
included. 

 

 Richard Bellamy 
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The Melksham branch meet at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham 8.00pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

MELKSHAM CALNE & CHIPPENHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organisers:   

         Doug Harris                 Tel  01249 652236 

          Bob Howlett, 66 Hardens Mead, Chippenham Wilts SN15 3AE         Tel  01249 653448 

Work Parties:     Second & last Sunday each month 

Details of the work parties are circulated by e-mail. Any member wishing to be included in this 
circulation please contact doug.harris@wbct.org.ukdoug.harris@wbct.org.uk 

week long display in the Melksham 
Town Library culminating with the 
council approving the rivers route. This 
was closely followed by the West Wilts 
Festival held in Trowbridge where yet 
again our displays generated a great 
deal of interest and most recently    
during August bank holiday where our 
display stand featured at the Lacock 
Summer Fair where many thousands 
(not an exaggeration) passed our stand 
with again huge interest in all we are 
doing including the gentleman who 
possibly has the original Lacock Warf 
crane still in working order at his    
business!  It is at this point I would like 
to place a huge vote of thanks to all 
that helped with the setting up and 
manning of these displays. 

Peter Williams has been as always busy 
again organising groups of girl guides 
and now possibly boy scouts to        
investigate the remains of the lock 
keepers cottage at Pewsham for their 
Duke of Edinburgh awards but even so 
already his mind is turning to the     
annual sponsored walk a boat event 
from Chippenham to Lacock and back 
on Sunday the 27th April 2008. I was 

wondering if any of the other branches 
would like to enter teams don’t forget 
there is a prize for the best boat! 

A quick hello to the old Bath and   
Bristol branch as we are the closest to 
you I feel it is only right to welcome 
members who wish to join any of our 
branch activities as there are  already a 
couple who attend our work parties. 

A quick thank you to other branch 
chairs whom I’ve had several meetings 
with to share ideas and one or two 
gripes! (Having a whinge is the British 
way!) Looking forward to meeting up 
with you soon.  

 Finally I have to send out a plea there 
is a vital person missing from our team 
and that is a social events secretary as I 
said earlier all aspects of branch life is 
as important as the rest so a full       
calendar of social events is imperative 
not only for the fund raising             
opportunities but also the team building 
and pulling together of the various 
parts of the branch. 

 I wish you all good digging! 

                            Rob Jones   
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When I last wrote for Dragonfly it was 
the end of June, and we were looking 
forward to two consecutive weeks of 
canal camps which we’d planned     
deliberately to make the big strides  
forward with the offside chamber wall 
for Lock 4.  We were also hoping to fix 
a serious leak at Foxham…and much 
time was spent moving machines and 
materials to the relevant places to    
enable the work to be done. 

 

The first week’s Canal Camp was    
organised by the Kent and East Sussex 
Canal Restoration Group, and as the 
week started hopes were high that the 
remaining section of the offside wall 
would be dismantled, right down to the 
bottom.  Having done that, it was very 
important to complete the excavation 
for the new wall, and place some dry 
lean mix concrete in the bottom of the 
hole ready for big volumes of ready 
mix to be poured on top.  What we  
didn’t know was the imminent prospect 
of one of the wettest July days on    
record, which arrived at the moment 
when our project at Lock 4 was at its 
most vulnerable.  When the second 
week’s camp started, on the Sunday, 
we were confronted with a very soggy 
mess.  The hole had been dug down, 
and then the rain had flooded the area – 
exactly the last thing we wanted. 

There was nothing to do but to pump 
the water out, and work really hard to 
dig down to firm clay and place that 
vital sealing layer of dry lean mix in 
the bottom of the hole.  The bricklayers 
worked hard, the block layers worked 
hard, the spade and shovel team 
worked hard, and the concrete mixer 
crew worked hard.  The weather      
remained mixed, but the last Friday of 
the Camp saw three truck loads of    
concrete duly delivered to site and 
placed into position.  My sincere 
thanks to all those people who rose to 
the challenges and worked so hard!  
Without all that work, Lock 4 would 
not be moving forward now. 

 

Our regular team has, since the end of 
July, done more bricklaying, and the 
scaffolding is now at first lift – above 
the level of the water in the lock.  This 
means I don’t have to arrive on site so 
early on a Sunday morning to start the 
pumps – something I’m very grateful 
for.  The WRG Canal Camp team at 
Steppingstones Lane Bridge came 
across for an afternoon early in August 
and helped put another 15 cubic metres 
of concrete into the offside wall – 
things are moving forward well.   

Rachael and John Harrod have been 
continuing their regular plant        
maintenance work, and Rachael        

FOXHAM & LYNEHAM 
Chairman:   

Rachael Banyard, 5 Canal Cottages, Dauntsey Lock Chippenham SN15 4HB             Tel: 01249 892289 

Secretary:      

John  Harrod, ’Cuckoo Pen’ Avonweir Lane, Christian Malford Wilts SN15 4AY      Tel: 01225 865246 
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It was just over a year ago that we 
started our project to preserve the  
complex of structures that form Latton 
Basin.  From our very first inspection 
of the area in 2004 it was obvious that 
this was an important historical site for 
the Wilts & Berks.   

(Latton Basin as it is today—       
Doug Small) 

 

Although suffering from the   
ravages of time much of it still 
remained, though urgent attention 
was needed as tree roots were 
causing serious damage.  With 
the abandonment of the Wilts & 
Berks canal in 1914 the area had 
slowly become overgrown and 
derelict. Consisting of two      
aqueducts, a cottage, a lock and 
the large transhipment basin it 
was the junction with the Thames & 
Severn Canal.  Only the cottage had 

been maintained and has been turned 
into a very nice family home. 

We started to hold monthly work     
parties at the beginning of this year.  
The scrub has been cleared from 
around the area and along 50 metres of 

the canal bed.  Several large trees 
that were causing damage have 
either been removed or cut back.  
Removal of some roots will be 
delicate as they are penetrating 
the stone work.  As the clearing 
progress’s an archaeological    
record is being made as it is   
possible that certain features may 
be unique. We have also installed 
a post and rail fence across the 

top of the lock to prevent anyone     
accidentally entering the site. 

(The Aqueduct: In need of             
stabilisation— Doug Small) 

Latton Basin Update 
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WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST SALES ITEMS 

 
Registered Charity 

No. 299595 

 From Name ____________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  
Postcode ______________  Telephone ___________________  

Description Size Qty Price Postage
(see *) 

Total 
£     p 

T-shirt   4·95 1·50 · 

Polo shirt   7·95 1·50 · 

W&BCT Clothing – blue 
with yellow logo, sizes 
available:  
S, M, L, XL and XXL Sweatshirt   9.95 2.00  

Children’s Polo Shirt, all sizes from 3 to 16 years  6.90 1.50 . 

W&BCT Christmas Cards – pack of 5 with 
envelopes – picture of Beavan’s Bridge     SALE      

 1·00 0·75 · 

W&BCT Tea Towel  3·00 0·50 · 

W&BCT metal lapel badge – 2cm diameter  2·50 SAE · 

W&BCT circular car sticker – 8cm diameter  0·50 SAE · 

Fancy a dirty weekend? – We DIG 
Canals!  1·00 SAE · W&BCT  car 

stickers 
19.5cm x7cm Canal Restorers Do It Carefully!  1·00 SAE · 

W & BCT Burgees  11.00 SAE · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by L J Dalby – Oakwood 
Press, 3rd edn.  (definitive history of the canal) 

 8·95 1·50 · 

The Wilts & Berks Canal by Doug Small – Tempus 
Publishing, 3rd edn. (historic pictures of the canal) 

 12·99 1·50 · 

    · 

Total goods & postage ·  Postage rates are per item and apply to UK 
addresses only.  Please enquire about postage 
overseas or if you would like to arrange to 
collect your order.  

Donation to W&BCT · 

Total payable · Please post order to 
Heather Young 
117 High Street 
Wootton Bassett 
Wiltshire SN4 7AU 

Cheques payable to W&BCT please 
Tel. no for enquiries: 01793 636596 

Decembery2006 Price List 
 

   Please post order to: 

   Sales Administrator, Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, 

   117 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire                       

   SN4 7AU 

0845 226 8567 
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FOXHAM/LYNEHAM WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         Luke Walker, 10 Parr Close, Warwick CV34 6NE                                             Tel 07979 862195 

 

Work Parties:     Every Sunday at about 10:00am 

 

Our work programme for the coming months will mostly be at Seven Locks, 
though we are also expecting to do one Sunday at Steppingstones Lane Bridge, 
Shrivenham.  The work at Seven Locks will mostly be bricklaying, block laying 
and concreting. Contact Luke Walker on 07979 862195 if you wish to join us or 
visit a work party. 

The Foxham & Lyneham Branch meet on a three-monthly cycle, usually on a Tuesday   
evening at a pub in the Foxham or Dauntsey area. Details can be obtained from the Branch 

(A current view of Lock 4  -         
Luke Walker) 

recently needed two new tyres for a 
dumper she’s been repairing.  The   
supplier enquired as to what the 
dumper was for, and promptly agreed 
to provide the two new tyres absolutely 
free of charge!  The name of the      
supplier is Barnes Agricultural        
Services.  I trust you will understand 
me giving them an honourable mention 
through the pages of Dragonfly – and a 

big public thank you. 

 

At Foxham, near the Upper 
Lock, is a seat that was   
donated in memory of one 
of the early stalwarts of the 
Lock restoration team, Paul 
Rigby.  The upper plank of 
the seat records this fact, but 
the timber is showing signs 
of age, and I’d really like to 
replace it.  The replacement 
plank, obviously, needs to 
include the relevant carved 

words, so I’m looking for someone 
with the skills and kit (a router, I     
believe) who’s willing to help.  I can 
arrange for delivery and collection of 
the timber, and a photo showing the 
words required.  If you can help, please 
write to me or call me.  

 

            Luke Walker  

            Work Party Organiser 
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How good it is to work in the hot sun 
on solid ground with the birds singing 
and the kettle simmering.  Oh no, that 
was last summer.  This summer was 
much the same as the winter but a bit 
warmer.  We had hoped to make good 
progress on constructing the runoff 
from the spillweir to the stream (the 
runoff will be a concrete stepped area 
between the spillweir wall and the 
stream) but the ground was so wet we 
had to revert to Plan B.  Plan B was to 
start the wing walls for the entry to the 
spillweir and to start construction of the 
pillars for the concrete slab which will 
be the towpath.  We were saving this 
job until winter as we would be able to 
do it whilst standing on the concrete 
spillweir base – ideal for wet condi-
tions.  As it was, when the ground dried 
out a bit we worked on the runoff, and 
when it became a quagmire we worked 
on the wing walls.  We made good pro-
gress on the first part of the wing walls 
which we constructed from concrete 
blocks and are now ready to start the 
brickwork. At one point the site was 
flooded out again to a depth of a couple 
of feet.  The stream was about five feet 
above normal and flooded into the site.  
This time there was no great damage 
done though our concrete mixer was 
completely submerged for several 
hours.  It took a couple of hours to strip 
it down and clean it up but eventually it 

spluttered into life again. 

We have been lucky enough to have 
the use of the Waterways Recovery 
Group excavator for much of the sum-
mer and have been able to use it when 
ground conditions permitted.  The first 
part of the runoff was dug out and a 
trench excavated for the first step.  We 
re-used the shuttering we had made for 
the spillweir walls in the trench and 
decided to mix the concrete ourselves 
rather than use pre mixed concrete.  It 
was thought best to mix the concrete on 
two or three separate occasions as there 
were over ten tons to mix.  However, 
on the first day there were six volun-
teers and as we had set everything up in 
advance we were able to make an early 
start.  We had hired a second mixer and 
towards tea break at the end of the 
morning we were over half way.  We 
decided to press on after tea and com-
pleted the concrete by early afternoon 
when we were well pleased with our 
efforts though barely able to move. 

We now have to excavate the next part 
of the runoff and then concrete it.  The 
clay we excavate will be used to back 
fill behind the concrete walls we have 
built so there is still an awful lot to do.  
There is a variety of work to be done 
and much of it is easy peasy light work. 

In addition to the construction work we 
have done quite a lot of grass cutting 

WOOTTON BASSETT 
Chairman:   

Jenny Stratton,   35 Sheriden Drive, Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 8JJ                *01793 850310 

                                                                                                                                  07818 450651 
Secretary:     Carolyn Gilman                   Carolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.comCarolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.com 

31 

Do you have Trust materials? 

If you have been a member of the Trust 
for some time or involved in Trust   
activities now is the time to check for 
any materials that detail our work. 

These items have recently been added 
to the Office collection with the       
intention of building a full collection. 

(Queens Anniversary Award 1992— 
Ann O’Donoghue)   

 

It’s increasingly important that items 
relating to the Trust are preserved and 
brought together to form a central    
collection and archive. It’s often easy 
to let items remain hidden in drawers, 
cabinets and the like where they can 

deteriorate and where their origin    
becomes forgotten. 

Items we would particularly like to see 
are engineering drawings, photographs, 
and any references to the canal from 
magazines and publications. 

If you have any items or have material 
you think may be of interest to the 
Trust or its history, please contact Ann 
O’Donoghue at the office. 

 

  Ann O’Donoghue 

 

(Original artwork on a Wilts and 
Berks Theme— Ann O’Donoghue) 
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ales on offer in the beer tent. 

(WBCT Display— Tim Preece) 

 

The following day we all met for a 
briefing at the tent at 9.30am before 
going our separate ways leaving behind 
a couple of us to do the first shift of the 
day. 

 The weekend was covered in two-hour 
shifts between 10am and 6pm each day 
with two people on each shift.         
Fortunately there were enough of us to 
only need to do one shift a day leaving 
plenty of time to enjoy the festival and 
to explore the town of St Ives. There 
was lots’ going on at the festival with 
numerous presentations by canal     
restoration societies and other groups, 
arena events such as Wild West shows, 
falconry displays, vintage cars and  
music of all kinds as well as cookery 
demonstrations, flower displays and 
various tempting food stalls around the 
site, and of course all things to do with 
narrowboating from new boats to rope 
fenders and all things between. On the 
river there were over 300 visiting boats 

to see as well as boat trips and wild 
life. 

In the evenings, after the visiting 
public had left, the beer tent and        
refreshment area was reopened 
for the many boaters, campers 
and helpers. The entertainment 
was varied from theatrics to folk 
music, jazz to rock & roll,     
something for everyone. Did I 
mention the many real ales on 
offer?  I spent most evenings with 
a few ‘Blondes’, ‘Maidens’, Hob 
Goblins, and even a ‘Black Dog’ 
or two!  

The purpose of this article is to try and 
show that helping on the W&B stand is 
not all hard work providing there is 
enough body’s to cover the day. It is 
essential that we take every opportunity 
that we can to promote the restoration 
of our canal and to increase our     
membership. We can do this by ‘just 
being there’ and waving the flag but 
the more help we have to do this the 
easier it becomes. Don’t be afraid that 
you don’t know what’s going on; there 
are plenty of people who do and are 
willing to share the information with 
you. If you can help please get in touch 
with your branch or contact Ann 
O’Donoghue at the office. 
My thanks to Rachel, Ceri, Oliver, 
Chris, Vic, Doug, Steve, Jan and two 
Johns for there time. Thanks also to the 
festival organisers and particularly to 
the WRGies for keeping the weekend 
above ground! 

                       
         Tim Preece 
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and have managed to cut the grass 
around the lock on several occasions.  
There is still quite a lot to do and grass 
cutting will carry on well into autumn. 

We welcome anyone who would like to 

come along for a couple of hours or so 
to join in or just to see what we are up 
to. 

 

John Bower 

After the wet July weather, the day of 
Wootton Bassett High Street Festival 
on Sunday August 5th was sunny and 
warm. Lots of people came to make the 
most of it. We had streams of visitors 
to the canal tent all day with lots of 
interest shown. Bernard and Phyl Male 
ran a fund-raising bric-a-brac stall with 
dragonfly making for children.  

(Wootton Bassett High Street        
Festival  -  Jenny Stratton) 

 

We are looking forward to hosting the 
Trust AGM on Saturday October 20th at 
the Memorial Hall. In the morning 
mini-bus trips will take visitors to the 
work-site at Chaddington spillway 
(where you can see the work John has 
been describing and also walk down to 
Chaddington lock), and to the watered 
section at Templars Firs. Wootton  

Bassett Town Hall, where the first   
Canal meeting took place in 1793 will 
be open only a short walk away. Hot 
lunches can be ordered and will be  
provided by Bassett Bar and Catering. 
We hope to see you in Wootton      
Bassett on the day.  

 

For a winter social event the branch is 
having a skittles evening at the 
Trotting Horse, Bushton on the 
evening of Friday 23rd         
November. We’d like to be 
challenged by teams from 
other branches. We especially 
thought it would be a nice   
opportunity for members from 
the rural branches of Wootton 
Bassett, Lyneham, Cricklade 
and MCC to get together. It’s 
free to come and we’ll raise 

money with a small ‘pay per game’ 
contribution and a raffle. And if any of 
you are on the Facebook networking 
site, you can use it to tell us you are 
coming and invite your friends too.  

 

 

                    Jenny Stratton 
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The Wootton Bassett Branch meets at 8.00pm on the first Monday of each month. August, 
September and October meetings will be at the Crown Hotel, Wootton Bassett 

 

WOOTTON BASSETT WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser: 

         John Bower, 20 Glebe Road, Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7DU                  Tel 01793 636297 

 

Work Parties:      

There are midweek and some weekend work parties. Please phone for details. 

Work involves some maintenance of the existing canal area but our main project is the            
construction of Chaddington spill weir. 

The WRG “bonfire bash” is going to be 
held on the North Wilts Canal over the 
first weekend of November. 

(An earlier bonfire blaze—          
Richard Bellamy) 

 We are expecting about 150 to 200  
volunteers staying at a school on the 
outskirts of Swindon.  

Obviously, any members who feel like 
coming to join in would be more than 
welcome! 

We hope to clear vegetation along a 
fair stretch of the area covered in our 
Cricklade Way Lottery Bid. 

Please contact Rachael Banyard for 
further details. We hope to see you in 
bonfire mood ! 

 

 Rachael Banyard 

             Work Party Director 

Waterways Recovery Group Bonfire Bash ! 
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You’re probably thinking what on earth 
has the International Air Tattoo at  
Fairford have to do with the Wilts & 
Berks canal and why did we have a 
display? Well, firstly, opportunity.  

It was thanks to new member, Paul 
Haywood, who also helps to organise 
the Air Tattoo, that we were offered a 
stand at the show and, after some     
deliberation over the relevance of the 
offer it was decided that it really was 
too good an opportunity to miss. 

A small team was assembled and the 
fun started on Friday afternoon when it 
took over two hours of queuing with 
traders and display stand organisers to 
get through the understandably tight 
security at the base.   

I won’t bore you with too many details 
but it certainly did turn out to be a 
worthwhile venture with a lot of      
interest from local people as well as 
those from further afield. 

Several Trust members came forward 
and introduced themselves and a    
number of issues discussed with     
positive results. 

I have heard it said on several          
occasions that RAF pilots often use the 
canal from Wootton Bassett on as a 
visual indication that they approaching 
Lyneham airfield and one American 
pilot at the show was very interested to 
know what was going on at Seven 
Locks as he had seen it from the air as 
he flew overhead.  

The second reason for attending the air 

tattoo was frankly down to the law of 
averages. With over 160,000 people 
attending the show over the two days, 
although only a small percentage of 
them will have visited our stand, there 
was bound to be a number of people 
who went away with new found   
knowledge of the Wilts & Berks. 
Maybe even a new member or two. 

Thanks to Dave and Jean who, together 
with myself spent the whole weekend 
on or close to the air base,  Ceri, 
Oliver, John and Des for their help, and 
Jan and Paul for organising us. 

 

IWA National Waterways Festival  
2007 

 

Mud, mud glorious mud! It had       
apparently rained non-stop for the 
twelve days leading up to the National 
Waterways Festival 2007 at St Ives, on 
the Great Ouse river, in                 
Huntingdonshire. When I arrived on 
Friday afternoon, in blazing sunshine, I 
was shocked by the sea of mud that 
greeted me as I turned onto the site at 
Hemingford Grey. The mud, in places, 
must have been a foot thick and of 
course churned up by the many        
vehicles that had had to drive over it, 
and be pull out of it!, during setup. 
However, the mood was upbeat and the 
sun was still shining as we erected our 
marquee and setup the display before 
heading off to find something to eat 
and to sample some of the many real 

Fairford International Air Tattoo 
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The Trust attracted significant 
interest at the West Wilts Show 
held at Trowbridge from 26th to 
28th July 2007. 

The main feature of the display 
was the recently publicised 
Black & Veatch report of the 
proposed Melksham River 
Route connecting the Kennet & 
Avon Canal to the River Avon 
at Challymead. The route is 
shown passing through the  
centre of the town on the river 
and exiting north of King George V 
playing field to join the historic route 
in Melksham Forest. The display     
centred on large scale maps of the   
consultant's proposed route and        
associated photographs prepared by 
MCC Branch member Diana Hunter. 

  

Photographed here was the scene at the 
stand during Saturday morning when it 
was difficult to even see the display 
through the enthusiastic crowd let 
alone take a picture of it. Eventually 
our newly wed members Caroline & 
Ian Skinner asked the people to stand 
aside for a moment while Doug Harris 
stole the shot. 

The Wilts & Berks at the West Wilts Show 
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Well that’s Summer over with and I am 
not going to dwell on the weather too 
much. Instead lets be upbeat and posi-
tive about the last three months. 

Swindon is still in the middle of its 
greatest change in the last 50 years and 
we must be part of it. 

The Halcrow Report on the Central 
Route is now in the hands of the Town 
Council as I write this. 

We have done everything we can     
towards the Lottery Bid and will know 
a lot more by the time you read this. 

The Motorway Tunnel talks go on with 
the Developers,  And at the Front    
Garden the canal has been cut in half so 
that a new bridge can to built,  then the 
canal will be rebuilt to a much higher 
standard. 

We have attended a number of events 
this summer,  The Old Town Festival 
for just one day, Second day cancelled. 

The Fairford Air Show thanks to  Paul, 
Who did all the arranging for us, and 
for once this summer we had  good 
weather  and we made the best of it.. 

The Wanborough Show for the first 
time,  Ironically the rain actually made 
sure our tent was full at all times and 
we had a good day, Thanks folks we 
will be back. 

Ceri made the outfits for our human 
fruit machine but we were not able to 
run it on this occasion because of the 

rain but there will always be a next 
time. 

And on September the 1st we took our 
display to the Lawn for the Forest   
Festival event which was really well 
attended and we had a lot of interest in 
us mainly because of the impending 
central route possibilities.  

Our first two Mini Bus tours went well, 
Thanks for driving Ray. The first was 
to the South West and we were met by 
Colin Fletcher for a walk and talk on 
the Pewsham Locks Area.  The second 
was North East and here we were met 
by Martin Buckland for a guided walk 
along to the new Abingdon Junction. 
Thanks Guy’s if you ever wish to come 
to our neck of the woods I would be 
glad to reciprocate and show you the 
canal in the Swindon Area. 

Which nicely brings me to our D.V.D  
A Journey Through Time in Swindon,  
What a success story this has been with 
almost 200 copies now distributed. 

A big thank you to all the Dragonfly 
Members who phoned me and ordered 
a copy. 

I have received some wonderful letters, 
emails, and phone calls from members 
praising our efforts and I have to say 
thank you to Gary, Keith, Richard and 
Jan who made it possible. 

Because of the importance of the canal 
in Swindon at this time we do get a lot 
of media coverage in the press,  Most 

SWINDON 
Chairman:  Roy Cartwright  25 Pinnegar Way Swindon SN3 5EH                                   Tel  01793 634907 

Secretary:   Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 



18 

very favourable, some not so. 

After one of the not so,  my old mate 
Henry Smith ( ex Chairman of the 
Swindon Branch ) came charging into 
the fray with a great piece of writing 
which took up almost half a page in the 
local paper. 

He not only replied in detail to the 
points raised but also managed to get 
the history of the canal in as well, 

No mean feat in our local paper which 
usually cuts letters to a bare minimum 
( nice one Henry ). 

Jan and her trusty stalwarts, 8 of them  
took the canal display to St Ives for the 
Waterways Festival in late August  and 
Colin  has produced a new walking 
leaflet for Swindon. taking in Old 
Town and its railway track. 

Oliver and Toni really struggled with 
our boat trip agenda and all the good 
work put in by them came to little or 
nothing,  Thanks to all those who gave 
us their names and I am sorry we could 
not use you all this summer. 

Rachael is set to bring her band of 
workers, (as many as 150)  to Swindon 
in November for a bonfire bash on 3rd 
and   4th  so we will be looking for help 
from our branch members with that 

one. 

Michael is sorting out next years music 
night at Christ Church and that leaves 
me with nothing to do as usual.  ( just a 
joke folks! My own match funding 
hours so far this year are 319 hours as 
my sweetness and light reminds me 
each time I tell her I am to busy to take 
her into town.) 

Sorry if I have missed anyone out but it 
really has been a busy Summer despite 
to rain. 

One last thing,  Keith, Doug, and I 
went to visit Mr Eric Tull  ( He wrote a 
definitive history of the Canal in   
Swindon), which is now out of print. 

Not only did he give Doug permission 
to reprint the book he is also allowing 
us to update it and he has given the 
rights to the book to the Trust. 

I am sure Doug will make you very 
proud of the new edition Eric and thank 
you on behalf of the Trust. 

 

 

          Roy Cartwright 

          Chairman Swindon Branch. 

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 
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SKITTLES EVENINGS 
 

MCC and Wootton Bassett branches will be holding two skittles    
evenings and invite all members to attend. What better way to get to 
know new friends and have a great evening in the bargain ? The 
dates are: 

 

Saturday October 13th 19.30 Hrs  Black Horse Pub Devizes 
 

Friday November 23rd 19.30 Hrs Trotting Horse Wootton Bassett 

 

Call Rob or Helen 01225 793 267 for details 

 

Hopefully we will see you there ... 

Do you have back copies of Dragonfly? 
As editor, I might hope that everyone 
will keep and value their copy of   
Dragonfly. However someone seems to 
have lost their back copies ! 

If you have clean (no notes or        
comments in margins etc) back copies 
of Dragonfly tucked away in drawers 
or carefully “filed” in boxes you may 
be able to help us.  

Chris Toms our Membership Secretary 
is searching for single copies of         
Dragonfly numbers 94— 98 inclusive.  

Similarly, Jan Flanaghan is trying to 
track down Dragonfly editions 80 
(spring 2001), 83 (winter 2001/2) and 

the 100th edition.  

If you have spare copies of these     
editions, please contact either Chris or 
Jan (their details can be found at the 
back of Dragonfly) or contact Ann at 
the Office who will be able to pass on 
your contact details. 

 

 Richard Bellamy 

 Editor 
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We formed three ragged lines leading 
from the terrace, unfortunately we were 
half way down and couldn’t see very 
much. 

The various Royals started circulating 
on different routes. Unfortunately the 
Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall were not present. 

It started to drizzle slightly. The Duke 
of Edinburgh asked Nadia in passing if 
her hat was waterproof. Her moment of 
glory! Then the Duke of York spotted 
my Wilts & Berks badge and asked 
about it, and we had a short             
conversation. 

 

We saw the Queen briefly, carrying a 
clear plastic umbrella and looking very 
relaxed and cheerful. 

Then the Queen went to have tea in the 
Royal Tent, and we walked round the 
gardens. There were more waiters and 
waitresses circulating with soft drinks 
and ice creams. 

And finally after we watched the    
Yeomen of the Guard marching out we 
left. It had been a most enjoyable day. 

My thanks to the Trust for choosing us 
to represent them. 

 

Peter Smith 

The Trust would like to thank Morrison 
Construction for their donation of hi-
visibility jackets for use by the Trust 

(John Laverick receiving hi-visibility 
jackets from Morrisons Construction  
-  Ann O’Donoghue) 

These will have the advantage of     
ensuring we have good visibility on 
work parties or events in line with 
Health and Safety requirements. At the 

same time they will provide a 
great piece of advertising and 
who knows may even prompt 
a few new members! 

Our thanks go to Morrisons 
for their support which is 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 Ann O’Donoghue 

 Trust Administrator 

Morrisons Construction Help Trust 
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The Swindon Branch meet at the King’s Arms, Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:  www.wbct.org.ukwww.wbct.org.uk 

 

SWINDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION:Organiser:   

 Oliver  Gardner, 51 Sandown Ave, Swindon SN3 1QQ                  Tel  07785 775993 

A WALK  THROUGH  TIME  IN  SWINDON. 
 

For the last 25 years Swindon branch members have been doing a 
walk through the town centre showing people the route of the canal 
in this area. 
 

Now with the use of new technology we have been able to put all 
this information on a D.V.D. which you can sit and watch from the 
comfort of your own front room instead of walking 4 miles. 
 

Using Keith’s history talks, Jan’s collection of old Pictures, Roy‘s 
voice over,  Gary’s photography and Richards computer skills we 
have produced a slice of Swindon history that will stir your    
memories and help you to understand how Swindon developed from 
a town on the hill to today’s vibrant 21 century location. 
 
If you would like a copy of this D.V.D. please phone Roy           
Cartwright on 01793 634907 and order it. 

 

The price is £ 7 including delivery by hand along the canal line area. 
If you have an old D.V.D. player please check to see if you need 
D.V.D.+R or D.V.D. -R. 
 

 

Most newer machines will play both formats  
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Sorry Hazel and Phil could not find the 
Aqueduct due to the summer growth 
(letter to the Editor Dragonfly 105), 
Hilary, Sue and Mike have flattened it 
now.  

Personally I preferred the tall grass as 
this hides everything so hopefully it 
won’t be “half Inched”. I expect the 
aqueduct itself to disappear one night.  

The trailer is still there though. We 
store it with many parts such as the 
wheels, number plate and jockey wheel 
hidden or taken home. I recently 
moved house and kept the trailer at 

home to use. Sorry this this was not 
added to the last Dragonfly, not my 
fault honest. Have been promised this 
has now been updated. 

Still very slow on the work party side 
of our branch. 

 

 Dave Warren 

 Cricklade Branch Chair 

CRICKLADE 
Chairman:  Dave Warren 5 Waite Meads Close, Purton, Wiltshire                                           01793 770146 

Secretary:  Hilary Sharman, 10 Swindon Road, Cricklade, Wilts, SN6 6BG       01793 750335 

The Cricklade Branch meets at the Bell Inn, Purton Stoke at 7.45pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  
 

CRICKLADE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

Organiser:   Dave Warren, 5 Waite Meads Close, Purton, Wiltshire Mob 07808656580 
 

Work Parties:      

Every Sunday morning 9:00am to 1:00pm (sometimes longer) O.S. map ref 097925, half mile 
south of Cricklade on the B4553. .(Due to the lack of drawings for Hayes Knoll work parties are 
suspended until the new year, anybody interested Wootton Bassett need some volunteers for their 
work )  

 

  All contributors are reminded that all copy for inclusion in Dragonfly 106 must        
  be with the editor no later than 1st September 2007.  If you are not a current                
  contributor but would like to submit an item for publication, contact the editor  
  at editor@wbct.org.ukeditor@wbct.org.uk 

25 

I was surprised and delighted when 
Ken Oliver telephoned to say that the 
Trust had been invited to send a       
representative to a garden party at  
Buckingham Palace (19th July), and 
that Nadia and I had been selected. 

The formal invitation arrived a few 
weeks later – a most impressive    
document from the Lord Chancellor. 

The great day arrived, and we set out in 
the car. Approaching the Palace, we put 
up the large yellow parking ticket, and 
as we entered St. James’ Park, we were 
waved onto the riding track by a 
friendly policeman. A further three  
police officers helped us to park at the 
other end. 

The official advice was to use the rear 
entrances to avoid the queues; but we 
looked round and found that as        
everyone else had taken this advice, 
there was almost no-one at the main 
entrance. 

We had our photo taken by one of the 
official photographers while we waited. 

After a while, and well before the    
official time, we were allowed through 
the gate and into the front courtyard, 
where we were marshalled into queues; 
and fifteen or twenty minutes later we 
were led through the carriage entrance 
into the inner courtyard, and lined up in 
three queues for another fifteen       
minutes or so. Plenty of time to inspect 
our fellow guests. 

Finally we were led through a couple 
of rooms of the palace itself – just a 

glimpse of the interior, which was 
pretty impressive, and into the gardens. 

(A resplendent Peter and Nadia at 
Buckingham Palace -  Peter Smith) 

 

Our early arrival paid off, as we were 
able to get seats at a well-placed table, 
and did not have to queue for the     
buffet! 

The buffet tent was the best organised I 
had ever seen. With 200 waiting staff, I 
suppose that could be expected. And 
yes , there were smoked salmon and 
cucumber sandwiches. 

Afterwards, we walked round the    
gardens until the time came for the   
arrival of the Royal party. 

Anyone for tea? ... At the Palace ! 
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We were lucky enough to be offered 
this camp as an addition to the         
Waterways Recovery Group            
programme of camps for this year. We 
seized the chance to make some      
progress with the project.  

This is the fourth official camp the 
Trust has had this year split between 
Steppingtones Bridge and Seven Locks 
(Lock 4). Adrian Fry the camp leader               
deliberately kept the numbers on the 
camp down to 14, as being a small site 
we would have been in danger of     
getting in each other’s way. 

The weather was reasonable for the 
week (we only had to leave the site 
slightly early on one day due to heavy 
rain) and with a number of experienced 
volunteers, including two of the best 
bricklayers in WRG, two of the      
spandrel walls are now nearly up to 
corbel height. Prior to the camp, Adrian 
had asked for more scaffolding to be 
made available, but unfortunately this 
didn’t materialise, so we were only 
able to work on two of the four walls.  

In addition, the site had become very 
overgrown, so we used our bush cutter 
before we could start work. There were 
several fallen trees that had to  be sawn 
up and moved so we could get to the 
cabin where wheelbarrows etc. were 
kept. However, Martin Thompson, Rob 
Brotherstone and I, the three Trust 
members were delighted to see the  
excellent progress that was made. 

The three of us (plus new friends) are 
also planning to hold an ad-hoc        
informal 5 day camp at the end of   
September at Steppingstones, so    
hopefully the scaffolding we need will 
have been obtained by then. 

We had one day (Monday) when the 
whole team decamped to lock 4 (Seven 
Locks) to deal with a big concrete pour. 
This is now at the level we need to start 
building the offside wall again. 

We were lucky in that the people     
attending this last camp really gelled 
well together and even the five young 
newcomers fitted in and worked very 
hard. So hard in fact, we only managed 
three “social” evenings, skittles,      
cinema and a pub quiz—the latter    
being won by one of our teams. In   
addition, Ken Oliver offered us a boat 
trip on the Thames on Friday afternoon 
complete with cream tea, for which 
everyone was very appreciative. 

 

 Rachael Banyard 

 Work Party Director 

Camp at Steppingstones Bridge August 2007 
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WEST VALE 
 

Chairman:  Alan Norris, Greenfields, Station Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8JR        * Tel: 01793 783024 

Secretary:   Brenda Forward, ‘Llamedos’, Longcot Rd, Shrivenham SN6 8HF          Tel: 01793 782776 

Remember me saying that the Guelder 
Rose shrubs in the Canalside Park were 
spectacular in the spring; well you 
should see them now, just masses of 
bright red berries – spectacular again.  

I must say that all of the trees and 
shrubs which were planted on the 
bunds that covered the diggings from 
the canal at the park site have matured 
and look fantastic this year, well worth 
the original effort. They are all very 
verdant, as are the hedgerows – it must 
be something to do with the weather! 
Normally we have to trim back the 
towpath hedges every other year, a  
special effort was made by the branch 
last winter and all our hedges were 
done – quite an effort. But it already 
looks as if we will need to do them 
again this winter – the growth is quite 
phenomenal! Must be something to do 
with the weather!  

We’ve also noted that the canal has had 
water in it all the summer – must be 
something to do with the weather!  

That grass keeps growing too and the 
explosion in the population of our little 
helpers, the rabbits, came to an end 
with mixxy thinning them out – so we 
are still mowing! Talking of berries etc. 
all the trees and shrubs are amass with 
fruit – the Hawthorns, Blackthorns, 
Sorbus, Hazels, dog roses and wild 
plums are weighed down – must be 
something to do with the weather!  

I spy a bad winter ahead! 

 

Despite all that flooding, yes we had it 
as well, progress on the re-building of 
Steppingstone Bridge has been steady 
and continuous – I’ve lost count of the 
number of visits we have had from  
volunteers from WRG, Trust and other 
volunteers. The brickwork on both the 
west side walls is up to the base of the 
parapet wall level, and the east side 
should be the same by the time you 
read this – we are to have another two 
visiting work parties in the near future 
– yes two!  

More bricks have been delivered and 
another great heap of scaffolding has 
suddenly appeared from another Trust 
worksite. The walls are getting high 
now! See photos elsewhere. 

Must close now, got to go and         
supervise the delivery of 40 tonnes of 
aggregate and 20 tonnes of sand at the 
bridge site – just where does it all go! 

 

 Alan Norris 

 Branch Chairman 
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The West Vale branch meet at Shrivenham Bowls Club, Colton Road, Shrivenham at 
8.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

BRANCH WEB-SITE:     www.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.ukwww.westvalecanal.fsnet.co.uk 

 

WEST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 

ORGANISER: Chris Forward, 'Llamedos', Longcot Road, Shrivenham, SWINDON, SN6 8HF      Tel: 01793 782776 

EAST VALE 
Chairman:  Brian Stovold, 10 The Kestrels, Grove,Wantage OX12 0QA                         Tel  01235 763072 

Secretary:   Chris Naish, 5 Tirrold Way,Wantage, Oxon OX12 7DL                                 Tel 01235 769615 

First of all a plug for the EAST VALE/
ABINGDON QUIZ NIGHT to be held 
at the Cauldwell Centre, Gravel Lane, 
Drayton, Abingdon on FRIDAY     
NOVEMBER 30th 

Tickets obtainable from Ruby Lamboll 
at 4 Priory Road, Wantage Oxon  
OX12 9DD 

E-mail on ruby.lamboll@lmh.ox.ac.ukruby.lamboll@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

Cheques payable to The Wilts & Berks 
Canal Trust.  CLOSING DATE 21st 
November 

 

By the time you read this the East Vale 
Dinner Dance may or may not have 
happened. I had meant this to be a   
Autumn event for the whole trust not 
just East Vale, Wantage is after all not 
that far off the M4. As I write this ( 6th 
September) with the 22nd not that far 
away I have had Nil, yes NIL reaction 
from the advert in Dragonfly. Ok I 
know there was a proof reading error 
and it should have not mentioned a 
Dinner and Buffet and this probably 
echoes experiences of others along the 
line who have organised events and 

then sweated over getting people there 
and who are even now smiling      
knowingly as they read this.  

Maybe I am being a complete pessimist 
and the late rush is just about to start…
the event is being advertising locally, 
so we shall see. Every time I try to  
organise something special I usually 
end up saying never again! 

 

The autumn should see the branch 
working on our usual projects and   
returning to the usual autumn        
maintenance. 

 

   See you at the AGM! 

 

 Brian Stovold 

 Branch Chairman 

23 

The East Vale Branch meet at the British Legion Club, East Hanney at 8.00pm on the first  
Wednesday of each month.        BRANCH WEB-SITE:   www.wantagewww.wantage-waterway.co.uk 
 

EAST VALE WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Ray Murrell, The Bungalow, Waggon path, Southmoor, Abingdon OX13 5BQ                                            

                                                                                                                                              Tel  01865 820140  

Work Parties: Second and fourth Saturday of the month with changes at public holiday times 

The East Vale work sites extend over 3.5 miles and are six in number, Grove Common Lock, Elms 
Farm (Marbly Way), Stockham, East Challow and West Challow either side of the bridge. 

 

ABINGDON WORK PARTY INFORMATION: 
 

Organiser:   Malcolm Henderson, 26 Blenheim Drive, Witney Oxon OX8 7LJ            Tel  01993 201064  

Work Parties:  meet on 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month at about 9:00am 
 

Current work sites cover Drayton Lock (grid ref SU453940) and the 500 yards of canal bed to the 
southwest. The branch is working towards the construction of a new tail crossing and the         
rebuilding of the lock. Please telephone for details of current site access arrangements. 

 Cricklade Country Way Members Appeal 
Firstly, a huge “Thank you “ -  so far 
you have pledged  over £35,000. This 
is an amazing start towards our target 
of £100,000. On behalf of the project 
Partners thank you for your generosity, 
but of course we still need to get to that 
target.  

If you would like to help either as a one 
off gift or a regular contribution please 
contact: 

 

Martin Buckland  

Cricklade Country Way Appeal 

4 West Avenue, Abingdon  

Oxfordshire OX14 1QP 

Martin may be contacted via email at: 
martin.buckland@wbct.org.ukmartin.buckland@wbct.org.uk 

Finally an apology- the original appeal 
forms left with an error in the bank sort 
code. 

The correct code should be 77-50-04 
not 77-05-04 as it was printed. Please 
accept our apologies if this caused you 
any problems. 

 

 Ken Oliver  

 Project Manager  

 Cricklade Country Way 

 

                                         


