WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST
PATRON: HRH THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL
RESTORING IN PARTNERSHIP THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL THROUGH WILTSHIRE, SWINDON AND OXFORDSHIRE

22.07.16

Patronage by HRH Duchess of Cornwall
extended.
It has been announced that Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Cornwall has graciously agreed to continue as Patron of The Wilts
& Berks Canal Trust.
Trust Chairman Roderick Bluh commented: “this is wonderful news
for the Trust, and we are really grateful to Her Royal Highness for
this continued support. Her interest in this historic canal and our
work has helped to inspire our 2600 members. We have recently
undergone our own reorganisation to help us meet the challenge of re-opening the full 70 mile length of the
canal within the next ten years or so.
Last year we were delighted that The Duchess of Cornwall joined us at Wichelstowe to open the new
landing stage, which represented an important milestone in bringing the restoration project to the edge of
Swindon. Support for the canal is growing as more and more people get to hear about our work; we are
part of a nationwide movement to re-open historic waterways championed by our Local Authority Partners
and the Canal and River Trust. The Wilts & Berks will help to create a new waterways network in the South
of England, providing a wide range of leisure facilities as well as economic benefits to the community, and
not least a safe and welcoming habitat for wildlife. We do need more and continuing support, and we are
always looking for new members, as well as the involvement of local businesses.”

Notes to Editors:
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is a charitable organisation working to preserve, conserve and improve the route
of the Wilts & Berks canal.
This is the largest and most complex waterway restoration project now taking place in the UK.
The WBCT is committed to restoring the full length of this historic canal; from Wiltshire through Swindon
and into Oxfordshire. The aim is to create a sustainable and bio-diverse blue and green corridor that, as it
winds through our region, provides a host of attractive lifestyle and economic benefits to our communities
and to visitors, as well as providing a safe and welcoming habitat for wildlife.
The canal is part of our heritage, but our waterway can also, today, add so much to our busy and crowded
21st century lives. Join us in our journey to create and cherish this regional treasure.
It’s time to create an environment both we and our children can be proud of…
It’s time to inspire and excite…
It’s time to put our canals at the heart of everyday life …
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